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Vwong Do Lw

Ngoa H6 Tang Long

Loi Twa

Ngoa Hb Tang Long cé nghia la réng ndm cop nup, nhwng
& day khoéng chi néi vé nhirng bac anh hung an nau che
thdi co' dé dirng 1én ving vay tung hoanh hay néi vé con
hd that tinh va con réng bét lwc. Cét truyén xoay quanh hai
nhan vat chinh trong truyén la nang Ngoc Kiéu Long, con
gai mét vi dai quan, va La Tiéu HA, mot thiéu nién khéng
cha khéng me, sbéng bang nghé &n cuwop.

Cé&p nhan tinh trai tai gai sac, vd nghé cao cwdng, can
dam hon nguoi, thién lwong tét dep, khi cbt kiéu ngao, va
dwoc khong it nguwdi giup d&, sau cung phai chia tay vi
khéng vuot qua chwdng ngai la van dé dang cap trong

hén nhan, hay 1a "mén dang ho dbi".



Vwong Do Lw

Ngoa H6 Tang Long
Hoi 1

Nhat déa lién hoa s&m gap Ngoc Kieu Long
Ntra phong thw tin khéo d6i Thanh minh kiém

Quyén “Kiém khi chau quang” bat dau tw khi Ly Mé Bach
tang kiém cho Thiét Tiéu Bbi lac, hira g&d Duong tiéu cod
nwong cho Van Hung trwdng nam ctia Birc Khiéu Phong,
Ly M6 Bach cung Du Tu Lién t¢i nui Clru Hoa tap luyén
diém huyét thi két thuc.

Quang am tham thoat, chép méat da hon ba nam, lic nay
Dwong tiéu c6 nwong da thanh hén véi Van Hung. Nang
bd vai bé chan, d&i mac trang phuc Bat ky, thuc sw trd
thanh Thiéu phu nhan cda nha ho Brc. Nang dau nhé nay
c6 gwong mat trai xoan, mi thanh muc tua, tinh tinh hoat
bat, tuy gap du ndi théng khd dng ndi bj giét, anh rudt chét
tham, chi géi Iay chéng xa, nhwng nang ltic khoc thi khoc,
lic vui thi vui, thwdng hay nhay nhot, khéng gidbng mét co

dau m&i. May ma Bre dai phu nhan la nguoi rat sang



khoai, coi con dau nhw con gai, chwa hé phién trach diéu
gi.

Luc bay gi® Tiéu dau Than thwong Dwong Kién Budng
ndi tiéng & Dién Khanh da t&i Bac Kinh, mé& Toan Hung
tiéu diém & Cho Than Tién Mén, may ngudi dd dé y mang
theo cling ngu & Bac Kinh, buén ban 1a chuyén phu, chd
yéu la dé bao vé Pirc Khiéu Phong ban gia cta y. Luc bay
gi& Bire Khiéu Phong van nhan cw & nha nhwng trong
long van so bon Trwong Ngoc Cam, Miéu Chan Son tim
téi bao thu, nén ngoai viéc khéng dam béd bé cong phu
Thiét sa chwdng con bao cac con khdng dwoc quén dao
phap Du Tu Lién truyén thu trwéc day, va lai con moi
Dwong Kién Puwong cir ba ngay mot 1an toi toa trach vién
ma Du Tu Lién cu tru trwéc day day thwong phap cho con
trai va con dau.

Thuwong phap cua Dwong Kién Buwong tuy khdng dam
xwng la dirng dau thién ha nhwng ciing hiém c¢6 dich tha.
Thwong phap cia Ngan thwong Twéng quan Khau Quang
Siéu ndi danh chinh la do y truyén thu. Thwong phap may
st dung la Lé hoa thwong chinh téng, con co tén la
Dwong gia thwong, danh twéng Ly Toan théi Téng ¢
ngoai hiéu la Ly Thiét thwong, vo 1a Dwong thj thwong

phap con tinh tham hon, thu nhan rat nhiéu dé dé. Cho



nén tuy L& hoa thwong bién héa khén lwdng, 1a loi khi
xung phong ham tran thdi ¢, nhwng chd hiém cé cia noé
chinh la mét loai thwong phap cla phu ni, térc phu nir yéu
&t cling 6 thé hoc dwoc. Thwong phap da la ctia ho
Dwong, Dwong Kién Bwdng lai 1a ho Dwong, Bire thiéu
phu nhan ciing ho Dwong, va lai da bai Dwong Kién
Puwdng lam nghia phu, vi vay Duong Kién Puéng rat vui
vé nhan truyén thu, khéng day nlra nam, thwong phap cta
Dwong tiéu ¢d nwong da dai tién. Dén néi Van Hung
chéng nang vi co thé ém yéu, tinh lai thich van khéng
thich vo, con thua kém nang.

HAém nay la thang mw&i ddu mua déng, khi hau & Bac
Kinh da rat lanh, nhwng Dwong Kién Puong chi mac bd ao
canh mau lam, hai tay cdm thwong, mua thwong phap Lé
hoa bai diu. Y nhin Dwong tiéu cd nwong va Van Hung,
noi:

“Nhin day ! Lé hoa bai dau nay dung dé ho than, dé danh
bat binh khi ctia dich nhan ra, cac ngwoi nhin di!”. Dwong
tiéu c6 nwong cham chu nhin, khdng thiy can thwong
rung déng, chi thdy anh bac & dau thwong I4p loang nhw
nhirng canh hoa 1&. Duwong Kién Bwong lai bién dbi
thwong phap, thwong phap luyén la Banh cd tim ran phép
khéng sai, Méo khén bat chudt pha rat hay, Phong tda



ghim thwong roi danh nh, Maa thwong cho téi mirc nhw
bay, Tra bai quay nguw®i céc vang rét ..., bong thwong bay
lwon, gio rit vu vu. Dang luyén dén dé bdng nghe cé ngudi
vo tay cwdi noi:

“That cao minh! Gidi that Than thwong Dwong Kién
Puwdng, xap xi ndm xwa Vwong Ngan Chuwong!”. Dwong
Kién Bwdng ngirng lai, vira nhin thay lién cwdi noi:
“Nguwoi lai t¢i!”. Dwong tiéu ¢d nwong va Van Hung cling
déu bwéce Ién nhin ngudi ndi, goi:

“Lwu nhj thuc, ngwdi an com chwa?”. Nguoi ay lién wén
bung ra cudi noi:

“M&i an xong!

Thiéu gia va Thiéu phu nhan luyén v di ! Birng dé ta quéy
ray!”.

Nguwdi nay tudi khodng ba muwoi, voc ngudi thap nhé
nhwng vai rat rong, lwng dui chac nich, mac do chén ngan
tay bang doan xanh, quan vai xanh, ngoai khoac 4o béng
|&n bang doan xanh, khéng cai clc ao, lwng that mét dai
doan xanh théu hoa trang that chat eo lwng, ngwc o
phanh ra, trén dau that bim téc buéng 16ng xubng, mét
trdng tréo, mat ba goc, miii nhd, trén mat ludn cé vé cudi
cot. Nguoi nay 1a anh hung néi tiéng & kinh vai nam nay,

ho Lwu tén Thai Bao, ngoai hiéu la Nhat doa lién hoa. Y Ia



biéu dé cla Duong Kién Buwdng, nguwdi Dién Khanh, truéc
day tirng hoc Lé hoa thwong véi biéu huynh, cling tirng
lam bao tiéu ba ngay rudi. Nhwng y thich choi gai danh
bac, roi rung thanh ké ha lwu, thwdng an cap tién cia
Dwong Kién Buwdng, lién bji Duwong Kién BDuwong dudi di. Y
di hon mwdi nam, Dwong Kién Bwdng ciing khdng biét y
song chét ra sao, that sy quén y réi, nhwng gitka mua xuan
ndm ngoai bdng nhién y xuét hién & Bac Kinh. Trwdec tién
y t&i tham Pc Khiéu Phong, sau lai yét kién Khau Quéng
Siéu roi noi:

“T&i Bac Kinh chdi yéu dé tim Ly M6 Bach ty thi vé nghé”.
Nhwng vi Ly Mé Bach khéng & Bac Kinh nén khéng ai dém
Xia t&i y, y lang thang dau dwdng x6 cho, chuyén gi cling
kiém c& danh nhau véi nguoi ta.

Dwong Kién BDuwdng phat hién ra, lién goi y téi tiéu diém,
nhan vi y phiéu bat & bén ngoai hon mw&i nam lai hoc
dwoc moét than vé nghé, lién cho y 1am tiéu dau. Y that
khéng mudn lam, van sbéng bira bai trén dwdng phd. Mot
hém chac lay cb y, trén dwdng phd chi mét minh danh
nhau v&i mwdi may tén vo lai, va vao kiéu cda Thiét Tiéu
Bdi lac, Thiét Tiéu Béi Iac thay vé nghé cua y rat gidi, bén
dwa y vé phl. Vira hdi tham, biét y 1a biéu dé cia Than

thwong dwong Dwong Kién Budng, biét Ly M6 Bach chwa



téi Bac Kinh, bén cuwdi cudi gitr y & trong phd 1am sw phé
day quyén. Ky thwc hién tai Thiét Tiéu Béi l&c da tré thanh
nhan vat quan trong trong triéu, khéng con mua kiém vung
gwom rudi ngwa tha wng nira.

Lwu Thai Bao khéng cé viéc gi dé& lam, mbi thang lanh ba
lwong bac, cai trang thanh ké giau sang, sudt ngay 1é la &
tra dinh tlru diém can thiép chuyén bat binh, dinh dap vao
nhirng chuy&n khéng dau. Vi vay t&i kinh khéng day hai
nam, ngudi & kinh khéng ai khdng biét tiéng Nhat doa lién
hoa! Clr méi ngay ba, sau, chin y t&i day xem biéu huynh
day v, nhw hdm nay lai t&i, Dwong Kién BDwdng béen noi:
“Mudn xem ciing dwoe, nhwng chi dwoc dieng mot bén,
khéng dwoc noi nhiéu!”. Lwu Thai Bao mim cwdi, Van
Hung va Dwong tiéu ¢d nwong cling déu cudi khdng ngam
miéng lai dwoc. Vi ho déu cam thay ga Lwu Thai Bo nay
rat hoat k&, chi can y t&i la co thé khién moi ngudi vui vé.
Luc bay gi& Dwong Kién Buwdng té vé nghiém nghi, nhw
khéng nhin thay y, lai mua hai bai thwong. Nhat doa lién
hoa Lwu Thai Bao dang dirng bén canh khéng kim dwoc
noi:

“Hay! Hay! Cao minh qua!”. Duwong Kién Buwdng thu
thwong lai, bdo vo chdng Van Hung ra luyén. Van Hung va

Dwong tiéu ¢d nwong clng cli dau cwdi, nhw khdng con



strc dé cam thwong. Dwong Kién Buwdng bén di can
thwong vao héng Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Cut, cut ! Con khi nha ngwoi ma con & day thi ho khdng
luyén dwoc dau. Cut I”. Lwu Thai Bao cwoi néi:

“Téi khdng naéi gi 1a dwore rdi | Chang 18 chi xem théi ciing
khéng dwoc a ? That chang c6 dao ly gi!”. Nhwng sau lwng
bi can thwong 4n vao, y khéng thé khéng buéc di.

Khéng ng® vira ra trwéc cdng, con chwa ra khdi bac clra,
chot thay c6 may ngudi phu nir dang di vao, Duwong Kién
Puwdng lap tire thu can thwong vé, khéng di vao y nira.
Lwu Thai Bao cling giat minh, véi lui lai nip dwdi chan
twdng xa xa, Van Hung va Duong tiéu cd nwong dang
cudi bo ra déu nin lai, ca hai bédng nhién ciing lap tic
nghiém sac mat, dat thwong xubng, dirng thang ngudi 18n.
Nguyén ngw¢i phu nir trung nién mac trang phuc Bat ky di
dau chinh la Birc dai phu nhan vo Bire Khiéu Phong, theo
sau la mot tiéu thw tré tudi, lai dan theo hai bdoc phu an
mac rat chinh té. Dwong Kién Buéng theo 18 phia vé Dirc
dai phu nhan vai dai, Pirc dai phu nhan ciing theo Ky 1&
khuyu chan xubng, réi chi vé phia sau noi:

“Day 1a Tam c6 nwong trong phi Ngoc dai nhan, mudn
xem con dau ta luyén thwong”. Luc nay Lwu Thai Bao dwa

chan twong vira nghe noi, khdng kim dwoc rung minh mét



céi, nghi tham:

“Cha me oi ! Hom nay minh that da gap khach quy day !
Thi ra day la tiéu thw ctia Ngoc dai nhan !

Ngoc dai nhan la Clru mén Bé ddc Chinh dwéng tan
nhiém, hién hach 1am day ...”. K& dé Nhét déa lién hoa liéc
ddi mat ba goc qua vi tiéu thw kia mot cai, y cang cam thay
phai tim mét chd khuat & goc twérng nup méi dwoc, chi vi
vi tiéu thw nay qua I1a “Hang Nga noi cung trang’.

Nang khodng muwdi sdu muoi bay tudi, than nguwdi thon
cao ma yéu diéu, khoac ao khoac rdbng mau xanh nhat,
khéng biét Ia loai doan gi, chi cdm thay 16ng lay choi mat,
dai khai 1a bang 16ng ngan thir, bén trong la 4o bao kiéu
Bat ky mau dai hdng théu hoa. Ban chan khéng bé, di hai
cao, cac cd nwong ngwdi Bat ky déu mang hai gadm théu
chi vang nhw thé, con dinh thém nhirng hat pha & nhd
l6ng lanh, trén dau dai thé chai thanh bim, bim téc dwong
nhién gidu trong 4o khodac, chi dé 16 ra nhirng soi toc mai
den nhanh. Hai bén téc mai con gidt mét con chim phwong
tét bang nhung dé, md ngam mét chudi hat tran chau nhd
sang lap lanh. Dung mao clia nang cang xinh dep hon y
phuc.

Guong mat trai xoan, sébng miii cao, mét to, dd6i may thanh

td, vé ung dung hoa diém nay chi cé thé sanh v&i mau don
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trong céac loai hoa, nhwng mau don khéng xinh dep bang
nang. Lai c6 thé sanh véi phwong hoang trong cac loai
chim, phwong hoang chwa ai tirng thay qua, nhwng ciing
khang dinh khéng ung dung quy phai nhw nang, lai nhw
trdng ram trén mat séng, may xuan trén ndi Thai Son, tdom
lai khdng cach nao ta ndi. Trong Idng Lwu Thai Bao chi
nght t&i Hang Nga, nhwng y khéng ddm nhin vi Hang Nga
nay mot cai.

Ldc nay Dwong Kién Budng khép nép bwédc qua mét bén
khoac &o dai vao, cai hét cuc lai, Van Hung va Dwong tiéu
c6 nwong déu budc qua quy xudng thinh an vi quy tiéu thw
kia, cd mi méat ciing khdng dam ngudc 1én. Pire dai phu
nhan nhin con dau noéi:

“Tam c6 ngwoi nghe néi nguoi dang luyén thwong & day,
cam thay rat mai la, nén bao ta dan téi xem xem ! Nguoii
ct luyén vai chiéu cho thuan phuc, m&i Tam cé xem
xem!”. Ba lai nhin sang vi quy tiéu thw d6 cudi néi:

“M&i Tam mudi mudi vao phong ngdi, xem chau dau cbd
luyén vé qua ctra kinh 1a dwoc, ch & ngoai lanh 1dam I”. Vi
quy tiéu thw dé lai lAc dau, mim cu®i noi:

“Khéng can vao phong, t6i khdng thay lanh, téi dirng xa
mot chat xem la dwoe I”. Nang lui lai may bwéc, don 14y

cai Idng 4p bang vang tir tay mét bdc phu, réi ho tay 1én,
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khép vat 4o lai, lai liéc Lwu Thai Bao mét cai.

Lwu Thai Bao ludng cudng chi han khéng thé nhay qua
twéng ma chay trén, tw nha “Minh la loai nguwdi nao, sao
c6 thé nhin vj tiéu thw xinh dep thé nay?”.

Ldc nay Van Hung cling lanh sang mét bén, Duwong Lé
Phwong thi dng thang ngwei, tay phadi nam thwong, mai
thwong chdm dat. Luc nay nang chai mot bim toc dai, trén
ngwdi cling la trang phuc 4o ngan clia nguwdi Han, chan
tuy khéng bé nhwng van nhd, con hai mang rat chat. Nhan
vi ltic luyén vd tat phai an mac gon gang nhw thé, luyén
xong quay veé trach vién cé thé thay trang phuc Bat ky. Luc
nay nang git virng tw thé, dau tién dwa mat nhin xubng,
ké ngwdc méat [én, anh khi ngdi ngdi, dau tién ra thé Kim
ké doc lap, tiép dén la Bach hac lwong xi, lai quay buwéc
cam thwong, hai tay ghim thuwong, bat dau st thwong
phap. Chi thy béng thwong rung loan, béng dé bay van
vii, than hinh xinh dep ctia Duwong tiéu c¢d nwong ubn theo
thwong thirc nhw gié bay chép giat, nhan bay giao nhay,
vé cung ngoan muc. Lwu Thai Bdo dwa twéng nhin thay bd
thwong phap nay luc kh&i thé binh binh, nhwng vé sau da
bién thanh Cau na thwong phap, hanh gia cé néi “Cau na
thwong phap thé vé song, Coc vang bién héa nhw ran

réng”. Luc thu thwong lai, Dwong tiéu ¢d nwong van khdng
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th gap, Lwu Thai Bao lai tw nha “Thwong phap cla co
nwong nay khdng kém chut nao, dang tiéc stre lwe hoi
yéu, rét cudc van la phu niv I”.

Lac nay vi quy tiéu thw kia s that sdc co' hd nip sau lwng
bdc phu, noi “Ai cha! Ta that hoa ca mat!”. Nang lai hdi
Dwong tiéu c¢d nwong “Ngwoi khdng mét sao?”. Dwong
tiéu ¢ nwong nhe nhang dat thwong xubng, buwéc qua
cwdi 1ac dau noi “Tiéu nir khong mét”. Vi quy tiéu thuw lai
hai “Ngwoi da luyén bao nhiéu ngay rdi?”. Dwong tiéu co
nwong ndi “Méi luyén dwoc nlra ndm”. Vi tiéu thw ngac
nhién noi “That khéng dé ! Néu I3 ta thi ngay can thuwong
cling khédng nhéac 1&én ndi I”. B&rc dai phu nhan & bén canh
cling cwoi noi “Khdng sao, ta thi ngay can thwong cling
khéng dam dung t&i ! Chau dau mudi cling nh& luyén vo
t nhd, nén bay gi® cdm thwong ciing khéng khé. Luyén
v® phai luyén tr nhd méi dwoc, mudi van chuwa thay qua vi
Du Tu Lién tra & vién nay trwdc day! Tay st song dao, vot
|én néc nha vwot qua twdng rao, mét minh rudi ngwa qua
lai giang hd, bao nhiéu cwdng dao déu khdng phai 1a dbi
tha ! Dang vé rat thanh ta, nhwng an néi hanh sy thi khéng
giébng phu nir chut nao”. Vi quy tiéu thw hoi mim cwdi noi:
“Sau nay t6i cling mudn hoc”. Birc dai phu nhan lai cudi

noi:

13



“Ay! Mudi hoc cai nay dé lam gi ? Bon ta vi khéng c6 cach
nao khac, dai khai mudi ciing hiéu cho, la vi ... khéng dam
khéng hoc chut vo nghé phong than !”.

Prc dai phu nhan dang néi, thi con dau ba lién mei vi quy
tiéu thw xinh dep nhw tién nay vao phong nghi ngoi, udng
tra noGi chuyén.

Nhat déa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bdo dang dwa chan twdng luc
nay mai di IUi ra céng. Vira di dwoc may budc thi nghe
sau lwng c6 nguwdi goi “Thai Bao !I”. Nhat doa lién hoa quay
lai nhin, thay biéu huynh Dwong Kién Pwéng ciing di ra,
tirc gian nhin y noi “Ta khéng bao ngwoi t&i day, nguoi lai
cw t&i. Ngwoi nhin di, hdm nay lam bao nhiéu tro kho coi !
Ta & day khoéng hé gi, ta da sdp ndm muwoi tudi rdi, lai la
than gia két nghia v&i nha cé ta. Con ngwoi hai ba muoi
tudi con 1én IGt nhin thi la loai ngudi gi ? HAmM nay vi tiéu
thw nay la khué nir ciia D& déc Chinh dwéng, rat tén quy,
ngwoi thay réi chir?”. Nhat déa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao voi
Noi:

“Ai cha, dai ca oi, khéng phai t6i cb y gap cd ta dau, ai bao
t6i dung phai lam chi ? Nha ho khéng c6 ctra sau, toi mudn
trén cling khéng trén dwoc!”. Duwong Kién BDuong néi:

“Noi nay vé sau nguoi nén it toi, Pirc Khiéu Phong hién

khéng lam quan nhwng quy nhan qua lai v&i y van rét
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nhiéu. Néu ngwoi dung thém mét nguwdi niva thi khéng hay
dau, Khiéu Phong tuy khdng néi gi nhwng trong bung chac
cling khdng vira y”. Lwu Thai Bdo nghe thé bat giac hoi
tire gian, noi:

“Téi biét, Dire Ngili quen khéng it nguwdi gidu sang, nhwng
Nhét doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Béo ti cling khéng phai la
hang vé danh tiéu tét!”.

Dwong Kién Bwdng noi:

“Ngwoi co tén tudi gi ? Pam vo lai ddu duworng x6 cho maéi
biét ngwoi, chi tat ca cac quan ho tién hach cé ai biét
ngwoi ?”. Lwu Théi Bdo lién vé nguc noi:

“Téi l1a sw pho day quyén trong pha Béi lac I”. Dwong Kién
Puwong cling tire gian noi:

“Ta noi day déu la dé tét cho nguwoi, nguoi thich nghe hay
khéng cling dwoc! Con nhw ngwoi cdm thay kho chiju, sw
phé day quyén cling chang qua la hang ngu®i cap dudi.
That ra & phua Bbi lac nguoi con khdng bang Péc Loc ma
con mudn bang vai bang vé véi cac dai quan a ? Thay tiéu
thw ctia dai mén hé cling khdng biét tranh di, ta thay nguoi
trwdc sau gi cling gay chuyén thoi”.

Hai ngwdi néi t&i do, da di qua ba day phd ra toi clra tay.
Duwong Kién Bwdng thuan theo dwdong I&n hién ngang di.

Lwu Thai Bao tirc gian, 1&n con subt nira ngay, chii “Con
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me nd!”, ké quay ngwoi di vé phia bac, trong Idng rat buc
bdi, tham nght “Tai sao nguwdi ta thi gidu sang nhw thé, con
minh thi rdi ro thé nay? Loai nhw cé tiéu thw mai réi, trir bé
ngoai dé& coi hon minh thi c6 gi nao? Ban vé quyén cuéc
thi m6ét minh minh cling danh dwoc hang tram. Nhwng con
me nd, thay nguoi ta [a minh phai chui xubng 16 né, doi hai
cla nguwdi ta con dang tién hon cai mang minh ! Con me
no, bat cong that!”. Lai nghi “Cho du con nhai kia mudn lay
chong thi cling khéng phai la minh, chi can y thj 1y chong
thi minh sé giét chong y thi chét twoi cho y thj subt doi lam
goa phu, vinh vién khéng thé &n mac dep dé nira”. Y bi
biéu huynh mang, bén trat hét sw tirc gian Ién tiéu thw
sang trong kia. Nhwng tee la tire vay, song khéng lam gi
dwoc.

Nguwdi ta 1a con gai ciia D& déc Chinh dwéng, chi can cha
nguwoi ta ndi mot cau, cai dau trai bi cia Nhéat doa lién hoa
minh ciing r&i khdi cd ! Chét thi khéng s, chi la ndm nay
da ba mwoi hai tudi ma van chwa cé vo | Nghi téi chuyén
ldy vo, Lwu Thai Bao thiy rat dau long. Y nghi “Minh con
khéng bang Ly M6 Bach, Ly Mé Bach con ¢é Du Tu Lién
str song dao, minh thi ngay ca mot mu vo mat mdi xanh
xao biét cAm dao thai rau, lo com nwéc ciing khéng co!”.

Trong dau y suy nghi van vo, Iirng thirtng buédce di, chbc lat
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da toi cau Bac Tan, luc ay chot nghe mét trang thanh la
keng keng keng vang Ién. Lwu Thai Bao lap trc quén ngay
ndi phién mudn trong long. Y ngang ngay dau 1&n nhin,
thay trwdc mat 1a moét dam ngwdi xam xit thanh vong, ai
cling nghénh cb tron méat, miéng ha héc, ngan ngwdi nhin
vao trong vong tron. Trong dam nguwdi dé 1 tiéng thanh la
khua vang nhw dang biéu dién trd gi dé rat hay. Lwu Thai
B&o tw nha “Trd khi day, chang cé gi dang xem!” ciing
khéng dinh di vé phia dam déng, nhwng vira di lai dwoc
hai buéc bdng thady dam nguwdi xem trd ndo nhiét nay déu
ngang méat khen hay. Lwu Thai Béo cling khéng kim dwoc,
quay lai thi thAy mét déi thiét ciu bay 1&n trén dau dam
ngwdi, Ién nhd déu cé hinh qua tdo, mot trén mot dudi
tréng rat dep mét. Lwu Thai Bao nhan ra dé la Lwu tinh
chuy, vat nay cé thé dung 1am binh khi, nguwdi mai vo trén
giang hé néu khéng c6 chut cdng phu quyét khéng dam
dién tro nay.

Lwu Thai Béo lién t&i dam déng, chen vao chd déng nguoi
nhat, thdy mét ngudi hon bédn muoi tudi, voc dang khée
manh c&i trAn dirng gitra ddm déng mua Lwu tinh chuy.
Loai Iwu tinh chuy nay budc chat vao mét sgi gan huwou,
soi gan rat dai, tay nam & gitra rung 1&n, hai qua thiét chuy

bay lwon trén khdng. Lai ¢ thé maa sau lwng va toan than
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trén dwdi, mua téi mire ngudi xem hoa méat, khédng nhin
thdy soi gan hwou va thiét chuy, chi thay nhw mét cai banh
xe gid xoay mau tredc mat. Lwu Thai Bao ciing bat giac
khen mot tiéng “Hay!” réi thd dau nhin ngwei khua thanh la
& bén canh, lai cang kinh ngac ! Thi ra ngw®i khua thanh
la 14 mét c6 nwong, voc dang nhd nhan, trdng nhw mot cay
liéu nho, tudi khdng qua muoi ldm muwdi sau, da ngam
ngam, dung mao cling dé nhin, dau chai hai bim toc
nhwng trén toc c6 khong it bui bam. Nang mac ao béng
nhé vai dé, quan 6ng hep vai xanh, dwong nhién 1a khdng
sach s&, nhwng déi hai dd mang dwéi chan vira chat vira
nhd lai vira ngay ngan, c6 diéu mdi hai da bj rach.

Tiét tiéu khua thanh 1a keng keng cla c6 nwong nay dé tro
oai cho nguw®i mai vo, ngwdi mai vo co Ié la cha nang, mua
Lwu tinh chuy héi [au, y thu chuy dirng lai. Con géi y cling
ngrng khua thanh la, hai cha con hwéng vé dam nguoi
chung quanh xin tién. Ngwdi cha khoanh tay noi:

“Cac lao gia quan quan, cac vi danh sw cac noi ! Cha con
chang ti t&i day xin tién, 1a chuyén bat dac di I”. C6 gai
dirng canh ciing I&n tiéng thd thé gép vao mét cau “That 1a
bat dac di !”.

Ngwdi cha lai noi:

“Vi & qué bj lut, vo bi chét dudi, tdi m&i cung con lang
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thang khap noi !”, réi ndi “Dién chat trd vui dé xin tién, nhw
d& kiém com I”. C6 gai lai noi thém “Nhw dé kiém com I”.
Lwu Thai Bao cdm thay cé gai nay rat dang thwong, bén
moc ra may dong tién quang xudng dat. Co gai noi “Cam
on lao gia!”. Lwu Thai Bao lai quay ngwdi chen dam dong
di ra, vira di vira nght “Vi sao c6 nwong dang thwong nay
biét cing cha mai vé ?”.

bi dwoc khéng xa, bdng nghe mét trang tiéng xe Itra 16c
coc vang lén. Lwu Thai Bao quay nhin thi thay t& phia nam
c6 hai c6 xe Dai yéu chay t&i, déu do Itra Cuc hoa thanh
cao l&n kéo, phia trudc budng rém, phia sau déu cé hai
bdc phu ngdi. Lwu Thai Bao bat giac ngang nhin, té ra hai
ngwdi nay chinh 1a bdc phu theo hau tiéu thw cia vi Chinh
dwdng vira gap & nha ho Blirc. Khéng can néi, sau birc
rém cb xe dau tién nhat dinh la vi quy tiéu thw 4y ngbi. Lwu
Thai Bao ngan ra, béng hai cb xe da di xa, y méi lai buwéc
di. Sau lwng con tiéng thanh la leng keng, y lai chivi tham
“Con me nod !”. Luc 4y Nhét doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao vira
di vira chivi tham, tré vé pha Thiét Bbi Iac & An Binh Mén,
tere tdi mot luc, udbng mot chat rwou, mia mét bai dao roi
ngl mot giac, sau dé thi quén hét moi chuyén.

Chép mat da qua mwdi may ngay, khi tréi cang lanh. Hém

ay la hai mwoi tdm thang mwdi mét, la ngay mirng tho bén
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muwoi tudi cha Thiét Tiéu Boi lac.

Truwdc cong phi xe kiéu déng d&c nhw may, rat nhiéu con
nha quy tdc, quan Ién va ménh phu phuc tan, céng t tiéu
thw t&i. Trong pha danh trong 1én, nhwng vi phong éc vién
qué sau, ca tiéng thanh la bén ngoai ciing khdng nghe
dwoe, mdt phan vi ngwdi 1am cla cac phd chen chuc trong
phong 4m udng rwou ndi chuyén subt. Phu kiéu phu xe
ngdi xdm ngoai cdng danh bai ap bao &n tién, toi to trong
phu cling déu mac quan 4o mai vui vé ra vao, chi cé Nhat
doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bdo cam thay rat chan chuong, viy
khéng phai la chd nhan, khéng phai nguwdi lam, cang
khéng phai la khach m&i ! Vién trong y khéng vao duoc,
hat xwéng y cling thay chéi tai, tién thwdng thi khéng
dwoc mét ddng, cai chubng ngwa rong lai bi rat nhiéu
ngwa chiém chd nén y khéng con ca ché dé mua dao. Y
vao phong truc, t6i t& cac pht déu & do6 an udng tro
chuyén vui vé, khdng ai dé y dén y, nguwdi nao ciing an
mac dep dé hon y. Y khoac mét cai ao da dé cd, ra ngoai
choi vai van ap bao v&i dam phu kiéu, lai bi thua, trong
ldng cang chan nan, lai chri thAm “Con me né ! Cac nguoi
khéng danh lai ta dau!”.

Luc &y chot tir xa vang téi mét trang tiéng dep dwong “bi,

di”. Lap ttrc bon phu kiéu danh bai thu thap hdp xuc xac
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tranh ra xa xa, may nguoi day té trwdc céng cling déu
chay vao nha. Lwu Théi Bao rat ngac nhién, nhin qua phia
tay, thay nam con ngwa cao to ché nadm vi vién sai quan di
téi. Lwu Thai Bao vira néi “Day la quan gi ma khi phai I&n
thé ?”, sau lwng lién co hai ngudi day té trong phi kéo noi
nho “Lwu sw phd, vao trong mau, vao trong mau!”. Lwu
Thai Bao con dang ngac nhién da bi kéo vao phong truc,
lai nghe ngoai phong cé nguwdi néi nhd “Ngoc dai nhan t&i
roi I”.

Lwu Thai Bao méi chot nhé ra, Ngoc dai nhan chinh Ia
Clru mén Bé déc Chinh dwérng méi nham chire, y bén biu
mOoi noi:

“Ngoc dai nhan ciing chang qua Ia Chinh dwéng thoi !
Chang |& twéc vi cla y lai to hon Béi tir Bbi lac, cao hon
pham cap clia Pai hoc si trong Néi cac a ?”. Bén canh Iap
tlrc c6 nguwdi phan bac y, noi:

“Ay! Nguoi dirng nodi nhw vay! Khdng so quan chlr so
quan, cho du cac dai than nhat phdm dwong triéu bat
ngwoi cling phai giao cho dai nhan x ly, twéc vi clia Bé
dbc Chinh dwdng khdng phai cao nhét, nhwng quyén lwc
I&n khéng ai bang !”. Luc 4y rat nhiéu t6i t& déu chom toi
ké h& gidy dan ctra sd nhin ra. Lwu Thai Bao lai biu méi

noi:
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“Bon cac ngwoi déu mu hét | Bé ddc Chinh dwéng cling
chang qua la mét 130 gia, cd gi dang nhin ? Y lai khéng
phai la cha cac nguoi I”. Lwu Thai Bdo chivi thé nhung ho
hoan toan khéng nghe, déu tranh nhau chdm vé phia ké
h& rém gidy noi ctra s6, nhw bén ngoai cé chuyén ky la gi
do.

Lwu Thai Bao ciing cdm thay hoi ky quai, ltuc ay c6 mét
ngwdi day té trong phu tén Ly Trwéng Tho, ngudi thap bé,
hang ngay rat hay cwdi dua voi Lwu Thai Bao bwdce téi vé
vo vai y cwdi noi khé:

“Nay ! Nhat doa lién hoa ! Ngwoi khéng mudn nhin my
nhan sao ?”. Lwu Thai Bao biu méi nai:

“My nhéan nao ?

Tiéu tr ngwoi dirng Ira ta I”. Ly Truwéng Tho noi:

“Dau dam Itra ngwoi, nguwoi chwa tieng nghe néi qua a ! Vi
my nhan dé nhat thanh Bac Kinh nay, ciing cé thé néi la dé
nhat thién ha, 1a Tam tiéu thw ctia Ngoc dai nhan!”. Lwu
Thai Bao nhw giat minh, lai biu méi néi:

“Cé ta v ? Ta da thiy tv sém nhwng khéng thich nhin dau
I”. Tuy néi thé nhwng y lai ddy hai nguwdi ra gianh mét chd,
dwa ngodn tré khoét 16 hdng rém gidy & ctra sb cho to ra,
ap sat mot mat vao dé nhin ra ngoai.

Chi thy bén ngoai chang co6 gi ca, chi la con dwéng bang
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phang tréng tron, bdn vién sai quan méac &o quan, doi
m&o, chan mang Ging dé mdng, giat dao & héng dang
dirng, nhin uy phong thi biét 1a nguwoi ciia Bé dbéc Chinh
dwdng. Ngoc dai nhan da xuéng ngwa vao mirng tho Thiét
Tiéu Bdi lac, dwdng nhw xe cla phu nhan va tiéu thu t&i
sau nén ho con dirng trwc & day. Lwu Thai Bao ch&i tham:
“Con me no, lam gi ma chuwa t&i? Lai con bao ta xem
xem”.

Lac 4y dam téi t& dirng bén canh déu chen Ian, ap sat vao
nhau thé khi khi, chd subt nira ngay mai thay hai boc phu
nghiém trang diu mét 130 phu nhan di vao. Tudi l40 phu
nhan khoang hon nam muoi, téc chai thanh hai bim, mac
4o khoac bang doan tim, bén canh cé mét boc phu bwng
dng nhé bang bac, ré rang 1a phu nhan cta Chinh dwdng.
Vao theo sau lai chinh la vi Ngoc tam tiéu thw do, lap tire
nhw Hang Nga giang tran, nhirng ngw®i nhin trém déu nin
th®, mét tiéng déng nhd ciing khéng dam gay ra. Lwu Thai
B&o luc nay ciing trd méat I&n, chi tiéc bén canh c6 nguoi
I4n y, khéng cho y nhin thang mét vi tiéu thw d6, nhung y
thay tiéu thw dé hdm nay da thay mot cai 4o khoac dai
héng théu hoa, that gibng nhw chim phwong hoang, dan
bdc phu theo sau me nang, nhanh nhen di vao vién, tiéng

thanh la trong vién ciing vang ra bén ngoai. Pud thay trudc
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do trong vién cé rat nhiéu ngwdi dang cwdi ndi nén tiéng
thanh la bj 4t di khdng nghe rd, bay gi&r chac nguoi trong
vién déu tré mat nhin nglrng cwdi ndi, nén méi nghe thay
rd tiéng thanh la.

Ngay lap tirc ngudi trong nay ai cling quay ngudi ha hdc
miéng, déu gat dau noi:

“That xinh dep! Tranh cling khéng hoa dwgc nguwdi dep
nhw vay, qua |a thién tién!”. Lwu Thai Béo luc bay gi& nhw
méat hon, y ngay nguwdi hoi:

“Vi ¢6 nwong do la con gai ruét caa Ngoc dai nhan a?”,
bén canh cé ngudi day té khdng biét & phli nao noi
“Khéng nhirng la con gai rudt ma con la con géi duy nhat!
Cb nwong co hai ngudi anh, mét nguwdi @ An Huy, mot
nguwdi & T Xuyén, déu lam Tri phad. Vi ¢d nwong nay moi
tr& lai Bac Kinh khéng day ba thang, trwdc day theo cha
dwong nhiém & Tan Cwong, vira t¢i Bac Kinh thi tat ca
tiéu thw, thiéu phu nhan trong cac pht & Bac Kinh déu bij lu
mé, khéng chi xinh dep ma nghe néi con biét viét chir vé
tranh, tai hoc rat gidi”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Quan day t&! Vay Trang nguyén méi cudi dwoc co ta
sao?”. Nguwoi kia noi:

“Trang nguyén ha? Trang nguyén rdi thang Dai hoc si

cling khong cwéi dwoc cb ta dau!”. Lwu Thai Bao lé lwdi
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mét cai. Luc dy bdn vién sai quan ding tric & ngoai budc
vao udng tra, ngudi trong phong khdng dam ndi téi chuyén
ay nira.

Ldc nay trong vién vé clng ndo nhiét, kich dién trén dai
man sau hay hon man trwéc, dwéi dai, trong dai sanh hao
hoa cé mdt vi khach 1am nguwoi ta chi y nhat chinh 13 vi
Ngoc tam tiéu thw d6. Ai cling biét vi tiéu thw nay nam nay
mé&i mwoi tam tudi, tudi con rong, vi vay cé tén 1a Ngoc
Kiéu Long. Vj tiéu thw nay trong mat nguoi gia la doan
trang thanh tao lich sw, diém tinh, trong mat clia nguoi
trung nién 1a ta 1& diu dang, con nhirtng ngudi tudi tac xap
xi déu ham md ¢t chi dwdng hoang cua nang. Nang that
gibng kiéu long thai phwong, lam cho bira tiéc mrng tho
duwong dwong hoa Ié€ nay cang tang thém anh sang dep dé
va mau séc Idng lay.

Khoang hon bén gi® chiéu, Ngoc Kiéu Long theo me cao
tor vé trwde. Lac sap di dwong nhién lai 18 muén mét nhin
theo dwa tién, nhw mot dam may mau, mét déi phwong
hoang sap bay di. Moi ngwdi trong dam tiéc dwdng nhuw bi
méat vat gi dé, chi lwu lai mét an twong, nhw mui huwong
dong lai, moét ddm may dep chwa tan hét. Dén sau gid,
trén dai da hét dién kich, cac tan khach dung tiéc chiéu

xong, déu lan lwot cdo tr v&. Ngay 1ap tirc 40 mii quan
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thoa déu ra khdi cong, ngoai cdng tiéng xe ngwa vang Ién,
lai mot tran am 1!

Trong vién dén hoa roi sang bon phia, mwdi may ngudi
day t& thu don rwou thit con thira, cac phuc tan phu nhan
déu vao noan cac nghi ngoi. Con cd may vi khach chua
vé, chinh la may vi quan I&n va Ctru mén Dé dbc Chinh
dwdng Ngoc dai nhan, tat ca cung & trong tay phong, dbt
may ngon nén dé, trén ban bay may chén thanh tra, dwa
vao binh phong g6 Nam méc c6 hai céi gia d& chau than,
trong phong &m ap nhw ngay xuan. Thiét Tiéu Béi Iac ngdi
& ghé chu, dau tién cung may vi quan vién ban bac vai
chuyén trong triéu, k& noi chuy@n phiém. Trwdc 1a noi
chuyén phiém trong kinh thanh, sau néi t&i mot s ngudi
lam nghé bao tiéu ngoai Tién Mén thwéng ty vé véi nhau
hodc dam déng au da.

Vi Ngoc Chinh dwérng kia rat tiee gian, vubt rau noi:

“Bon nguoi do6 that xu xa, phan Ién déu xuéat than dao
tac! Tuy bdo tiéu di dwdng ngay, nhwng ban chéat van
khéng thay dbi. Ta nhat dinh phai sai ngwdi thwdng xuyén
canh chirng, chi can chung lam chuyén x4au xa la bat trj toi
ngay !”. Thiét Tiéu Béi l&c lai cwdi néi:

“Ciing khéng thé noi tat ca bao tiéu la nguwdi xau, trong

bon ho qua that cé ké anh hung than mang tuyét nghé,
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hanh vi 16i lac, néu triéu dinh dung dwoc thi ho cling rat co
thé kién cong lap nghiép!”, néi t&i dé dét nhién nha lai Ly
M6 Bach, bat giac xuc déng nght t&i cd nhan mét luc. Y
ngdi im hoi l1au, chot noi:

“Ta c6 vat nay, chac cac vi chwa thay qua”, ké quay qua
Pac Léc dirng hau bén canh naéi “Lay thanh bao kiém ra
day!”.

Thiét Tiéu Béi l&c tuy cat gidu nhiéu danh kiém, nhwng
hém nay Dac Loc vira nghe lién hiéu dé la thanh bao kiém
chém gang chét sat dét nhién phat hién trong thw phong
ba nam trwdc! Y 1ap tire da mét tiéng, di ra khoéi phong.
Thu phong & hanh lang phia tay trong vién th ba, trwéc
kia Thiét Tiéu Béi lac thwong tiép Ly Mo Bach trong do,
bay gi® lai khéa chat, trong cét rat nhiéu dé cé, dd st, thw
tich ma Thiét Tiéu Bbi lac thich, thanh bao kiém thi treo
trén vach. P4c Loc mang chia khoa, bao mét tiéu ddng
cam dén, y m& khéa vao lay bao kiém trén vach xudng,
buwdc ra dwa kiém cho tiéu déng roi khéa clra lai.

Dang khoa ctra chot phia nam hanh lang cé mét nguoi di
t&i. Ngudi ay héi ngay:

“Cai gi thé? La bao kiém ha? Dau, cho ta xem xem!”, roi
giat thanh kiém trén tay tiéu ddng. Dac Léc thay ngudi ay

la Nhat déa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao, voi néi:
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“Béi lac gia che» dé cho khach xem! Mau dwa day!”. Lwu
Thai Bao rut thanh kiém ra dwoc mét nlra, chi thy han
quang l6a mat, kinh ngac tw nha “Day chac chan la mot
thanh bao kiém!”. Y vira mudn ngam k¥, lai bi Dac Loc giat
lai, cdm vao trong vién.

Thiét Tiéu Béi I&c dang cAm kiém trong tay, dau tién can
than xem qua mét luvot, khéng nhin dwgc 16 vé mim cuwoi.
DPac Lbc theo I8nh bung kiém lan lwvot dwa téi cho may vi
khach xem. May vj nay phan I&n 1a quan van, déi voi loai
béo kiém nay von khdng sanh, ciing khéng thich, chi cam
chuéi kiém, déu khen “Dep qua ! Pay nhat dinh la bao
kiém !”. Kiém chuyén t&i vi Chinh dwdng Ngoc dai nhan, y
lai don 14y nhac thir réi bung ngoén tay 1&én mii kiém, chi
nghe tiéng tinh tang vang I&n nhw tiéng dan cam. Ngoc dai
nhan 6 vé ngac nhién, bwdc téi gan dén, cam thanh kiém
lat qua 1at lai nhin ngay maét luc lau, noi:

“Ai cha ! Thanh kiém nay cé thé chém gang chat sat a?”,
lic noéi y ngwdc mat 1én.

Chi thdy Thiét Tiéu Béi Iac ngdi cach xa mim cwdi, quay
nhin thay trén gia vuédng bay mét cai lv hwong bang déng
cb khéng to 1dm nhwng chat ddng vira dé vira bong. Thiét
Tiéu Bbi 13c sai Dac Loc mang qua, dat trén cai ban nhd,

dwdi ké mot tAm ném bdng. Luc bay gi®& cac quan thay
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Thiét Tiéu Béi I&c mudn thlr bdo kiém bén cung dirng ca
|en. Tiéu Béi I&c nhan kiém t tay Ngoc dai nhan vung lén
chém xudng, chi nghe choang mét tiéng, 1ap tic cai lw
hwong ddng cb bi ché ddi, tAm ném bong 16t phia dudi
cling bi chém moét manh to.

Nhirng nguwdi dirng xem déu kinh hai bién sac, tdm tac
khen “Kiém sac that!”.

Thiét Tiéu Bdi 13c lai hoi 16 vé mim cwdi rdi dwa kiém cho
Ngoc dai nhan xem lwdi kiém co bi tray mé chat nao
khéng. Ngoc dai nhan lién t&i gan dén xem ky hoi 1au roi
thé ra, anh Itra dén bj théi lay déng, y noi “Khodng bj tray
xwée chut nao, day qua la danh khi thé gian hiém co!
Khéng biét thanh kiém nay tén gi, 1a Tram Lw hay Cu
Khuyét?”. Thiét Tiéu Béi l&c I&c dau néi:

“Téi cling khéng biét tén thanh kiém nay, nhung theo toi
thdy né da dwoc duc it nhét cling trén ba trdm nam! Tai
nhan luc v y ma dwoc nd, da git ba nam, vi subt ngay
ban roén nén cling it khi dung t&¢i”. Mot vi quan dirng bén
canh noi:

“Bay gi®* ma néu c6 ngudi gidi kiém phap, goi y téi vién
cam thanh bao kiém nay mua vai duwéorng thi méi dep mat
P

Thiét Tiéu Béi I&c nghe cau ay bat giac lai nhé toi Ly Mo
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Bach, tham nghi “Thanh nién kiém phap cao cudng, gioi
doc sach biét I& nghia, khang khai hiéu nghia nhw vay that
hiém c6 ! Nhwng vi y giét Hoang Ky Béc, than mang trong
an nén vinh vién khéng thé ra mat gap ngwei, bén ba
giang ho, khéng biét hién dang phiéu lang & noi nao?”. Vi
vay Thiét Tiéu Bbi I&c vé mat budn ba, thd dai khéng thoi !
May vi khach thdy chti nhan khéng vui bén 1an lwot céo tur.
Chi con Bé déc Chinh dwdng Ngoc dai nhan & lai, y van &
bén ngon dén, ngam nghia ti mi thanh bao kiém, chom rau
trdng cla y bi Itra dén tap vao. Thiét Tiéu Bbi l3c ngdi xa
xa ubng mot hép tra, ngap moét cai, y van chwa dat thanh
kiém xudng.

Hoi l1au Ngoc dai nhan méi lwu luyén dat kiém 1&n ban roi
quay qua Thiét Tiéu Bbi lac, ndi:

“Trong nha bi chirc cé hai quyén kiém phd, trong do néi rat
twdng tan chiéu dai va dac diém riéng cda cac danh kiém
xwa nay. Ngay mai bi chirc dem hai quyén séach ay toi day
moi Bdi l&c gia theo kiém so sanh mét luc, at co thé biét
tén goi va nién dai duc ra thanh kiém nay. Theo bi chirc
quan sat, day chac la thanh kiém Thanh Minh cGa Tén
Quyén nwéc Bong Ngé thdi Tam qudc”. Thiét Tiéu Béi lac
gat dau noéi:

“Hay I1&m! Ngay mai Ngoc dai nhan dem hai quyén sach ay
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t&i day, chung ta nghién ciru mét luc !”. Ngoc dai nhan wng
thuan rdi cao ttr, Thiét Tiéu Béi I&c ciing tré vé phong nghi
ngoi. Trong nay Dac Loc d3 sai tiéu ddng thap nén, cam
kiém t&i thw phong. Vira téi trwde clra thi thay trong bong
tdi hinh nhw ¢ ngudi dirng do, y dwa dén soi thi thay lai 1a
Nhat doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao, té ra y van con chd & day
khéng chiu di. Y ngang dau cudi néi:

“Loc gia! Bay gi® co thé cho ta xem bao kiém dwoc réi chi
? Ta ch® & day sudt ntra ngay roil”. Vira néi vira dua tay
dinh cam thanh kiém, Pac Loc Iui lai mdt bwde noi:

“Lwu sw phé, sao ngudi lai khdng biét quy ca?

Vat cha Béi lac gia, chung ta lai cé thé tuy tién mudn lam
gi thi 1am sao?”. Lwu Thai Béo vira nghe thé lai bwc minh,
biu maoi noi:

“Xem thi da sao? Xem mét cuc sat thi mat mat gi ? Nguoi
that khéng co tinh cdm!”. Bac Loc noi:

“Day khong phai la tinh cam hay khéng tinh cam, vat cla
Béi lac gia, nguwdi bao ta cat thi ta phai cat ngay, khong thé
dé cho nguoi khac nhin ngédm lung tung !”, ndi xong y mé
khda vao phong, treo bao kiém I1&n twdng lai nhw ci.

Nhét doa lién hoa dirng & hanh lang ham hwe chivi “Quan
t6i t& !I” réi gidm chan quay di, miéng lau bau chi. Quay

tr& vé phong, chd y & la hai gian phong nhé bén canh
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chuéng ngwa, Ly Trworng Tho ngti chung véi y trén chiéc
giwdng dat, hdm nay y ban ron subt ngay, dwoc thuwéng
rat nhiéu tién, lai ubng khéng it rwou, trong l1ong da thodi
mai, dau 6c cling say khuét. Vi vay bay gio méi qua canh
hai, y da nam trén giwdng ngdy am am, trong phong suc
mui rweou héi ham. Lwu Théai Béo tire gian chivi mot tiéng
réi cling nam 1én giwdng, tram chan béng Ién. Nhwng vira
nam mot lic, chot y lai nhay xudng vé vé ngwc 1dam bam
“Ho gidu thanh dao béo kiém d6 khong cho ta xem a? Nhét
doa lién hoa ta mudn xem qua cling khédng dwoc, co chat
dau di ta cling mubn xem”.

Lap tlrc y m& clra phong, dirng ngoai clra sé, chi thay sao
moc day troi, tieng ngdi tirng ngdi gibng con mat nhap
nhay nhw mét thang an cap. Gio bac thdi o ao, khi troi rat
lanh, bén ngoai trdng canh danh xong canh hai thi khéng
danh nira, gibng nhw nguwdi bao canh da chét cong roi.
Phd dé rong I&én nhw vay, ban ngay 6n ao nao nhiét nhw
vay, bay gi® lai vang vé lanh I&o. Lwu Thai Bao ding
ngoai ctra sb hodi lau, dia dén dau trong phong da sap tat.
Lwu Thai Bao v6i quay vao phong, c&i cai ao da dé ci pha
lén dau Ly Trwong Tho. Ly Triwedng Tho khit khit mai
nhwng van khong tinh, Lwu Thai Bdo bén vén ao c&i giay

m¢& clra ra ngoai. Ra khéi phong, bwéc chan cta y nhe
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nhang cham cham chuyén qua vién trwdc, vira thod dau ra
lai thay anh dén trong phong trwc sang choang. Trong
phong ¢6 rat nhiéu ngwdi dang néi chuyén én ao, chac &
doé c6 khong it ngwdi dang danh bac an tién. Lwu Thai Bao
voi rut dau quay lai, drng dwa vao twong, tw nhii “Khdng
dwoc! Nhivng nguwdi ndy déu chwa ngd, hanh lang phia tay
nhat dinh c6 ngwdi qua lai, minh ma vao thw phong lén lut
xem bao kiém, néu c6 ai nhin thay db cho tdi an trém thi
khd ma chdi dwoc! Néu giao minh qua nha mén Bé dbc,
cha nang Hang Nga kia thét mét tiéng “chém” thi loai
ngwdi an com nhw Nhat déa lién hoa minh khéng sao
song dwoc!”.

Luc bay gi® Lwu Thai Bao danh tré vé phong, lai khoac 4o
da dé doi. Qua héi lau, da qua trébng bao canh ba, dai khai
rat mau dén tréng canh tw, Lwu Thai Bao mai lai céi 4o da
ra khdi phong, rén rén ra ngoai, thay anh dén trong phong
dwdi do da tat, dai khai nhirtng ngwdi danh bac an tién da
tan song di ngd. Lwu Thai Bdo bén manh bao di thang vao
vién, nghi thdm “L4ay bao kiém cam trong tay tré vé phong
xem cho da, néu la dd choi binh thwdng thi minh tra lai,
nguwoi khdng hay quy khong biét. Néu 1a mét thanh bao
kiém c6 thé chém gang chét sat, thi Nhat déa lién hoa

minh sé& cao chay xa bay, cam bao kiém tim Ly M& Bach
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giao dau!”.

Luc bay gi®& y thuan theo hanh lang phia tay di thang t&i
trwdc thw phong, tho hai tay mo khéa, khéng ngd viva
cham vao clra, y da giat minh suyt bat tiéng la hoang ! Thi
ra 6ng khda da khéng con, nhat dinh la da bj van ra, nhat
dinh & c6 nguwdi vao phong. Y lién phi than nén néc phong
khéng chut tiéng ddng, dinh la bat gian tac, nhwng lai cdm
thay qué nhut chi. Lwu Théi Bao ta & trong pha day quyén
la d& bao vé vién, bao vé vién 1a lo viéc bat trom cuwép,
mo&t minh bat trdm, kién 1ap ky cong, sao lai hap tap kéu la
om sdm? Y bén g& hai manh ngoéi trwéc phong tham nghi
“Phai khich cho tén trdm ra, nhan tién y khdng dé phong
minh ném mot manh vao dau cho y hén mé, mét manh
ném cho y gan chét I”.

Ké dirng theo ky ma thirc trwdc phong, tay phai gio cao
manh ngoi, ném xudng trwdc mat néi:

“Bang hiru trong phong, ra cho thay mat di! Bung rut re,
Lwu thai gia khdng lam khoé nguoi, chi danh nguoi nhiéu
1dam 1a may gay, dé vé sau ngwoi nhan ra Nhat doa ...”.
B&ng nhién cam thay minh bj d& mot cwdc, y ai cha mot
tiéng nga xubng dat, manh ngdi cdm trong tay nat vun, mat
cling t& ran. Y van khi vwon ngwdi dieng day, nhan chan

nhay I&n ndc phong, hir mét tiéng “Hao tiéu t”. Nguyén
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bdn bé nhin khdng c6 ngudi, y khdng dam goi nira. Y nhay
qua ndc, tim khap noi mét lwot, van khéng thay bong dang
tén trdom ! Y quay vé phong mang giay vao, vé& 1ay cwong
dao roi chay t&i trvdc vién kéu to:

“Co6 trom! Co trdom!”. Lap tlre tat ca nguwdi trong phong
dwdi déu giat minh tinh day, ngudi bao canh nghe tiéng
kéu cla y lién danh thanh la keng keng, Lwu Thai Bao lai
xach dao vao phong, trong choc lat tat ca toi t& trong cac
phong déu chay ra. Lwu Thai Béo thi dirng trong phong noi
to:

“Vira roi ta ra ngoai tiéu tién, thiy trong phong cé tén tréom
nam sap, khi ta quay vé lay dao, thi y da chay mat ! Cac
ngwoi mau kiém tra xem, trong gian phong dé bi méat thir
gir”

Y vira la om som thi dam t6i t& trong vién da chia nhau di
tim, thdp may chuc ngon dén khi dét, c6 nguwdi con cam
yéu dao, cam thiét xich, ltc bay gi® phu danh tréng canh
trén dwong nghe tiéng thanh la bao déng trong phu cling
khua mé am Ién. Trong chéc lat quan quan di tuan trén
dwdng ddn may chuc ngudi B dau chay téi, trong ph tén
thi vé trwc ban chay ra, dan tit ca khéng nén 6n ao, dé
khdi lam kinh déng Bbi 1ac gia. Luc y néi thi Dc Loc tw

trong vién chay ra, ciing ndi “Dirng 6n ao! Birng 6n ao! Boi
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|lac gia di nhién giat minh tinh day, hoi cé chuyén gi? Mau
kiém tra! Ctra gian phong mé w?”. Thé 1a, khéng ai dam
noi to niva, bat dau tir quan quan di tuan & trwdc, hai thj vé
va Dac Loc thdng 1anh dam téi t& theo sau.

Lwu Thai Béo ciing tay cdm don dao canh gilr & bén trong,
tirng khu vién lac, phong 6c¢, tham chi tirng géc twdng
cling déu kiém tra hét, két qua Ia khéng thiy mét bong
nguwdi, khdng dé lai mot mon gi, khéng tim dwoc mot chat
diu vét !

Khéng! Chi c6 6ng khéa thw phong bi bé gay, trong phong
chi thiéu thanh bao kiém Thanh Minh kia ! Lap tirc Dac Loc
cau may quay nhin Lwu Thai Bao, thay cai mat cang tron
cda Lwu Thai Bao that gibng mot dda hoa sen, vira tranh
vira xanh vira swng, tran bi chdy mau, y ciing ngan ra. Dac
Loc voi noi:

“Lam sao day! Thanh bao kiém doé Béi Iac gia rét thich!
Chém gang chat sét, vira réi Béi lac gia con cho may vi
khach xem, ngay mai D& déc Chinh dworng Ngoc dai nhan
con dem kiém phd t&i tra ctru tén thanh bao kiém. Bay gi®
bi &n trom rdi, lAy mang ai ma dén cho dwoc day?”.

Luc noéi Pac Loc clr nhin Lwu Thai Bao cham cham. Lwu
Thai Bao ciing cam thay y bi nghi ng®, bén tirc gian noi:

“Lao Loc! Nguwoi chi ndng rubét khéng lam gi dwoc, nguoi
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t&i phong Bdi lac gia noi bao kiém bj trédm 1ay mat roi. Lwu
mé ta xung phong tinh nguyén bat trém tim kiém, cho ta
muw®i ngay, néu khong bat dwoc tén gian tac, khong tim
dwoc bao kiém thi Nhat déa lién hoa ta xin chju mat dau!”.
Y néi xong, nhirng ngudi ding bén déu nhin y, hai nguoi
thi vé déu 16 vé tlrc gian. Néu cau ndi nay 1a cla toi td thi
da bi trach cr, nhwng xét cho cung y dwoc coi la sw pho
day quyén, dam thj vé khéng thé nai gi, chi cung tron mat
cam ghét nhin y. Lwu Thai Bao cling cadm cwong dao tirc
gian, nhw thanh bao kiém do bi mat thi y kho chiu hon ai
hét.

Lac by gi® trudre tién thi vé moi cac vién sai quan doi &
ngoai, vao trong thinh thj Béi Iac gia, trong gian phong bi
méat trdom nay dé mét chiéc dén khi dét, hai ngudi day té
dang & do6. Lwu Thai Bdo da ndi I&i xung phong bat trdm
mot minh nhwng khéng ai thém ndi gi. Thi vé, sai quan,
tham chi bon téi t& cling déu nhin y nghi ng®, lai khéng ai
noi véi y mot cau. Y rat buc boi, ra khdi thw phong, cam
dao ham hwc chan nan di ra, t&i vién trwdce théy cac vién
sai quan déu vao phong trwc phia ddng udng tra.

Lwu Thai Bao t&i trwde clra sb nghiéng tai nghe ngéng,
thay tiéng cla nhirng nguoi trong phong noi chuyén da thi

thao lai cdon map me, khéng giac cang khién y nghi ngo



tire gian, tw nh “Khéng can noi niva, bon khdén nan nay
nhat dinh déu nghi ng& bao kiém la do minh |4y trém! Con
me né, hdm nay minh liéu mang cho rd rang moi chuyén,
cho vu khéng minh minh vu vo' mét chut cling khéng
dwoc!”. Y cdm dao dirng ngoai ctra s6, quén ca troi thi gio
lanh, da dén canh tw, doi mét luc, thy Dac Loc lai dat mot
tiéu ddng cam deén di ra, Lwu Thai Bao buwdc tdi hoi:

“Loc gia! Thé nao réi ? L&i ta ndi nguoi cé thay ta bam lai
chwa? Néu dé ta lam, ngay mai ta sé di do la, khéng can
bao v&i Dé déc nha mén 1am gi”. Pac Léc lai khéng thém
nghe y, xua tay noi:

“Dlrng ndi nira! Ta di ngu day!. Pac Loc ndi vay roi vao
phong trirc. Lwu Thai Bao cwdi nhat, dirng ngoai ctra so,
lai nghiéng tai vao phong nghe ngéng, nghe Pac Loc noi:
“Xin cac vi vé di ! Béi Iac gia n6i mat mét thanh bado kiém 13
chuyé&n nhd, khéng mudn tra xét 1.

Lwu Thai Bao vira nghe, trong 16ng rat kinh phuc, thdm
nght “Con nguwoi Thiét Tiéu Bdi I&c nay ciing rat rong rai
dai lwong, mot thanh kiém chém gang chat sat bj trom di
ma y khéng nhirng khéng x6t ctia, khéng ndi gian, lai con
khéng mudn truy ctru, that la it cd! Trwdce day y dbi x&r voi
Ly M6 Bach chwa chac da tét bao nhiéu, minh t&i day v lai

khéng dé y gi t&i minh. H6m nay nhan chuyén nay, minh
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cling phai béc 16 tai ndng mot phen, bat tén gian tic, dem
thanh bao kiém vé, mét la cho y né nang. Hai la minh
khéng thé dé ga gian tic kia dwoc ung dung. Y da an trém
thanh bao kiém con da minh mdt cwdc. Ba la minh tim
dwoc thanh bao kiém vé, Tiéu Bbi Iac mot phen vui vé sé
thwdng cho minh. Bén 1a minh dwoc dip ha con gian,
dirng dé bon Péc Loc clr nghi ng® minh &n trom. Nam 13,
sau la ...”. Y cang nghi cang cang thang, quay vé trong
phong, Ly Trwdrng Tho van ngay kho kho chwa tinh, y nga
ngwdi xubng giwdng kéo céi 4o da qua trum lai, don dao
dat bén canh, ngt mét giac.

HO6m sau tinh day da hon sau gi& sang, y mat cling khong
rira, budc xudng giwdng, khodac céi 4o da dé ci 1én, giat
mot thanh doan dao trong lwng, mang theo may quan tién
1&. HA6m nay Nhét doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bdo mudn lam
trinh tham, tinh than cta y d&c biét tét so véi hém qua. Ra
khéi cdng pha, t&i An Dinh Mén, tuy gid lanh thdi vao
nhirng vét thwong trén mat y dém qua, nhwng y khéng so
dau, wo'n ngwc ra, khuynh khuynh canh tay ra phia trwéc,
nhw néu ai néi mét cau khdng ding y sé vung tay danh
ngay. Y di toi Tay Dai Vién, Tay Dai Vién la mét quan tra
trr danh & Bac thanh, khdng chi ban thanh trd ma con ban

rau xao, mi xao, banh nwéng van van. Quan rat rong,
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khéng khéac gi dai hy vién, di cha bdn ndm tram ngudi,
hang ngay tir sang sém nhirng ngwdi nhan réi thich &
khéng & kinh thanh déu t&i day gidi tri, tu tap néi chuyén.
Bay gi® Nhéat doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao vira vao quan thi
cam thay hoi nong bbc ra, mat cung tai déu rat thoai mai, y
c&i cai 4o da dé cii ra vat |&n tay trai, nhin déng liéc tay.
Chi thy trén lan can treo v s6 16ng chim toan la cta
khach udng tra mang t&i, tiéng kéu chit chit liu lo rat am 1.
Cé rat nhiéu ngwdi ding |én, cudi vay goi y:

“Lwu gia! Moi lai day ngdi ! HOm nay t&i soém thé!”.

Lwu Thai Bao ciing gat dau cw®i nhin ngwoi kia, noi:
“Sém a? Gan bay gi® roil”. Luc bay gi®& cé nguwdi qua nhd
y mot viéc, y vira quay nhin, thi ra ngwdi nay héi dau,
trédng nhw mdt con chd ghé nhwng méc ao lua xanh, quan
bd bang lua xanh, mat day vé nghién ngap. Nguoi nay
nguyén la cén dé khét tiéng trong phd, ngoai hiéu 1a Théc
dau wng, ngay thwdng an va danh nhau khéng gi khéng
lam, khéng ai dam 16i thdi! Nhwng y tirng bi Lwu Thai Bao
danh, vi vay kham phuc Lwu Thai Bao, hai ngw&i tré thanh
bang hiru. Luc 4y Lwu Thai Bao néi:

“Lao Théc! Nguoi kéo ta co chuyén gi?”. Théc dau wng
noi:

“Huynh day réi!
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T6i vira biét mét tin mai, dinh néi véi huynh”. Lwu Thai
Bao cudi héi “Nguwoi ¢o tin gi méi sao? Chac lai 1a chuyén
dai c6 nwong nudi con!”. Thdéc dau wng kéo y t&i ngdi bén
canh, boc mét chat thudc hit tir cai dia, vudt mat réi rét cho
Lwu Thai Bao mot chén tra, cui dau hai:

“Téi hdm qua nghe ndi trong phu cac huynh xay ra chuyén
?”. LUc y noi cau nay thanh am rat nhd, mat nhin dam
ngwdi gan bén, Lwu Thai Bao cling khdng kim dworc giat
minh néi “Ai cha, tai Théc ddu wng nguoi cling dai that!”.
Théc dau wng voi dwa mat néi “Noi nhd thai!”.

Lwu Thai Bao quay nhin, chi thdy cé hai ngudi ngbi xa xa,
déu mac 4o ngan trdng rat gidu cé dang noéi chuyén voi
ngwdi khac. Théc dau wng noi khé:

“Hai nguoi doé la Trwong Bat va Bang Ciru, déu la Bé dau,
khéng dé gi téi day udng tra, hém nay dai khai ciing vi
chuyén dé!”. Lwu Thai Béo vira nghe lai bat giac tirc gian,
cb y néi lon:

“Lé& nao lai thé, Béi l&c gia da khéng mudn tra ctru, con can
ho v& sbt sang a ?”. Théc dau wng voi kéo v lai néi “Luwu
huynh khéng phai that 1ong mudn rac réi chr ?”. Rbi lai noi
khé “Chuyén hém qua tuy trong phu khdng co y tra clru
nhwng nha mén van khdng chiu néi, huynh nghi xem, hém

qua may |a trong phua chi bi mat mét thanh bao kiém, chir
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néu cé ngudi cam bao kiém vao gay ra chut chuyén 14 hay
a ? Vi vay hém nay vién sai quan cac noi kiém tra rat cang
I”. Lwu Thai Bado dam tay xuéng ban, néi “Con me nd ! Néu
c6 ai ddm ndi chuyén do6 ¢ dinh liu téi ta, ta sé cat dau né
ral”. Thdc dau wng lién ha giong thap hon noi:

“Khéng phai dua dau, qua that cé ngudi nghi la huynh
day!”. Lwu Thai Bao dirng day, tam 1ay Théc dau wng, tron
mat noi:

“Nguoi cho ta biét, ai da no6i? Ta sé tim y ngay!”. Théc dau
wng an y ngdi xudng, cudi ndi “Ngudi khac khéng nghi
ngd® huynh, chi vi tdi nghi ¢6 1ao huynh trong phu day
quyén, ma lai dé trong pha bi an trém, tiéng tdm cuda lao
huynh nghe khéng hay I&dm. Tai nghi 3o huynh hém nay
nén ra Nam thanh mét chuyén, t¢i cac khach san céc tiéu
diém hai thir xem, néu cé anh hung giang hd nao tr noi
khac dén, huynh c tham thinh tham thinh ...”.

Lwu Thai Bao lai hoi cwdi cwdi, xua tay noi:

“Tiéu diém khach san dirng néi anh hung, ngay ca giu den
cling bédo ddm khéng cé! Nhéat doa lién hoa ta quyét khong
tim bon dé, bay gi¢ ...”. Néi dén day thi ha giong that khé,
noi “Ta hai tham mét chuyén, ngwoi co biét & thanh Bac
Kinh gan day c6 hai cha con méi t&i, ngwdi cha dién Luu

tinh chay ...”. Théc diu wng tiép 1o “Con ngudi con gai di
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day phai khdng?”. Luu Thai Bao l&c dau noi:

“Co gai di day thi téi chwa thay, bay gi® cha con ho van
chwa r&i day ch&r ?”. Théc dau wng cwdi gat dau néi “Van
chwa di, hdm qua tdi con xem ca nira ngay & tay Co Lau!
May hém nay ho thwdng dién & do, mbi ngay kiém dwoc
khong it tién, tiéu c6 nwong d6 dang vé coi cling duorc,
that dang thwong, chi Ia di lai giang hé nhiéu nén da qua
den, néu thoa chut phan cling that dang may quan tién.
Lo huynh héi tham dé Iam gi? Mudn thdm do sao?”. Lwu
Thai Bao chwa ndi gi, Théc dau wng lai cwdi noi:

“Téi khuyén 1a0 huynh ngan van 1an dirng 1am chuyén
khéng dau, dé la bon mai vd trén giang hd, bao ho di day
thi dwoc, chir bao ho nhay Ién n6c nha thi khéng duwgc
dau ! Thwdng co loai ngudi nay téi Bac Kinh xin tién kiém
com, ndm truwdc con cé modt thang nhd hai muwoi tudi dan
theo ¢d vo' muwoi bdy mwdi tdm tudi, hai vor chéng dién tro
phéng mwdi hai ngon dao, ciing & Bac Kinh dién hon hai
ba thang rdi 1ang I1& bé di. Néu huynh nghi hai cha con ho
la gian tac, thi chinh ldo huynh tw tim nguyén roi hoi !”.
Lwu Thai Bao lac dau, mim cwdi néi:

“Théc huynh, nhiéu thi mwdi ngay, it thi ba ngay, ta muén
cho ngwoi xem xem!

Lwu Thai Bao ta khéng can quan quan giup d&, mudn pha
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vu an nay, Théc huynh c& xem xem!”.

Ldc néi y phanh ngwe &o dé 16 ra bd nguc gidng nhu tang
da, chi thay trén da xam mét dda hoa sen to nhw miéng
chén tra, dwdi co 14 sen d& Ién, cai 14 sen 4y lai khéng
gi6bng nhw dung kim xam ma 1a mét mang seo nhan mau
den, gibng nhw bj vat bang sat nung dé dbt. Lwu Thai Bao
chi chi, cwdi noi:

“Tai sao ta tén la Nhat doa lién hoa, bay gi® nguoi hiéu roi
chr? Nam nam trwdc ta tieng lam quan quan & noi no truy
bat Dai hwédng ma Tiéu rua den, pha nui Bam T, tirng
mo&t minh vao hang cop, bao gian tac lwu ky hiéu Ién ngudi
| Luc dbt ta khéng hé chau may, vé sau vét thwong lanh, ta
thay no gibng mot cai la sen that vui mat, nén méi xam 1én
trén mot déa hoa sen !”.

Théc dau wng ngan ra, Lwu Thai Bao cai nat 4o réi ding
day, lai hoi cwdi noi:

“Ta di day, chuyén ta néi cho ngwoi nghe, nguwoi dwng réu
rao khap noi.

Ngwoi ma réu rao khién gian tac that kinh bd chay ta sé

r
Ay ”

cat mli cho huynh hét hit thuéc day”. Théc dau wng néi lia
lia:
“Khéng dau, khéng dau ! Tdi nhat dinh kin miéng, néu nai

16 ra thi Lwu gia ct tim t6i. C6 gi can sai bao c& néi mot
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cau, t6i nhat dinh ra strc !I”. Lwu Thai Bao mim cudi noi:
“Khéng thiéu ngwoi dwoc, ta nhw dudi theo con chén,
khéng co thir chd con nhw ngwoi ma duwoc sao 7?7, noi
xong quay dau qua phia hai vién sai quan ctia nha mén bé
dbc biu mai td y coi thwérng, sau dé rdi chd ngdi di ra, rat
nhiéu khach udng tra déu dirng day nhin y xun xoe may
cau.

Lwu Thai Béo ra khdi quan tra, trwdec tién vé pha an com,
roi thay bd quan 4o bdng nhé bang lua xanh, 1ay hai quan
tién, lai di ra khdi pha. Y di thang t&i Cé Lau, ltc nay chang
qua mé&i qua gio Ngo, héi tham mét ngudi bay sap hang,
nguwdi ay noi:

“Tro dién Lwu tinh chiy d6 hon mét gi& nira mai ¢, hai
hém nay déu dién & phia tay trwdc cdng pht Ngoc dai
nhan”.

Lwu Thai Bao vira nghe ba chr “Ngoc dai nhan” lai cang
nghi ng®, tham nghi “Hay minh doan sai? Néu hai cha con
dé 1a phi tac trdm kiém thi lam sao dam mai vé trudc céng
phi Dé dbc dai nhan?”. Rdi quay hang nhé nay, tir Cé Lau
y di vé phia tay, nhay mét da dén Birc Thdng Mén, lai
quay dau lai, thy dudng phia béc cé khong it pha dé Ion,
nhwng khéng biét chd nao la nha ho Ngoc, lai khéng khai

suy nght lung tung, tw nha “Néu lai c6 thé thay vi Hang
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Nga dé mét cai, mai that la cé duyén!”.

Y di t&i di lui hai 1an, bédng nhién thay hai cha con mai vé
tlr phia tay di téi trwrdc mat. Lwu Thai Bao cham chu nhin
ho, chi thdy ngw®i cha mac mot chiéc o bdng 1&n vai
xanh c rach, dau déi nén len, tay cam binh khi mai vé,
ngoai Lwu tinh chuy ra, con cé moét déi hoa thwong. Hoa
thwong nay rat dac biét, can thwong bang sat, cling khéng
dai 1am, hai ngon thwong téng cdng cé bén mi, loai nay
goi la Song thwong. Lwu Thai Bao nh¢ khi xem hy kich,
Luc Van Long trong v& “Bat dai chuy” da biéu dién loai
thwong nay, nhwng van chwa thay qua ngudi luyén vé nao
st dung, luc 8y rat kinh ngac. Lai thay c¢6 gai hém nay toan
than mac mau dd, hai cong ciing dd, ngang hdng that mét
dai khan Iwéi trang, hai bui téc vira den vira bong, méi bén
cai mot déa hoa hdng lam bang lua, trén mét ciing thoa
I&p phan sap méng, mdi son hoi den. Bén tai con deo mot
doi hoa tai ma vang, tay cam thanh la va mét bo day
thirng, thwét tha nhw mét con ca vang nhé di theo cha.
Lwu Thai Bao di t&i réi quay lai theo sat ho. T phia déng
di t&i khodng xa, toi trwdc cdng mét tda nha 1én thi hai
ngwdi dirng lai.

Lwu Thai Bdo nguwéc mat nhin, thay tda nha Ién nay & trén

mot cai go cao, trwdc cdng céd tam gbc cay hoe to, muoi
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may cai coc budc ngwa, trwdc codng I&n va cdng nha xe
déu cé dat ngwa da, cdng Ién quét son dd, trén treo blrc
hoanh rat I&n viét may chi» ca céng tung dre. Nhin vao
trong thi twéng vé gach cham, bdn bén déu Ia cot cham
rwdng vé, rat hoa I& sang trong. Lwu Thai Bao tham nghi
“Day nhat dinh la pha dé ctiia Ngoc dai nhan rdil Hang nga
ay dang & day, that la giau co sanh ngang vwong hau!
Chéng trach gi hém trwdc biéu huynh tire gian minh, minh
v@i cO ta tuy tinh c& gap nhau & nha ho Blrc nhuwng qua
ciing rat khéng nén, ciing dirng t&i nha ho Pc niral”.
Luc by gi® trong Ngoc phti cé may nguwdi day t& an mac
sang trong cung buéc xudng bac thém, déu dwa mat vui
vé nhin c6 nwong kia cudi hdi “Tdi rdi w?”. Ngwdi mai vo
gat dau mim cu®i noi:

“T&i r6i! Phwong hoang khéng dau chd khéng quy, ching
t6i khéng dam vi minh la phwong hoang, nhung la chim
cut gia chim cut nho cling cd y don chd sang quy ma toi.
HAm nay t6i mudn dién may chiéu Lwu tinh truc nguyét,
cling sai con gai t6i luyén mdt bd chinh dé gilr nha, goi la
Hy thwéc dang chi dado ham hoal”, néi xong y bd dd dung
xudng dat, quay nhin con gai noi:

“Lao Ké, khua thanh la di!”.

Ngay lap tirc ngudi di dwong dirng chan lai, t6i t& cla
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Ngoc phu cung Lwu Thai Bao vay quanh ca nira vong tron,
c6 gai dat xubng, xan tay 4o, khua thanh la keng keng
keng, ngwdi mai vd cdi 4o khodac, hwdng vé phia tay chap
tay vai dai, sau do nai “Cha con t6i lanh nan dén kinh
thanh!”. C6 gai khua thanh la dap “Kinh thanh that la dep!”.
Ngw&i mai vo lai naoi:

“Than Tai cac 16 déu & day!”.

C6 gai khua thanh la dap 1&i “Bat tién Léc tho cwoi hw
hee!”. Ngwdi mai vo gia ngan ra hdéi “Bat tién Loc tho phai
cudi ha ha, sao ngwoi biét 1a cudi hir hir?”.

C6 gai ngirng khua thanh la cw&i dap:

“Vi Thiét Quai Ly dau chan, Ha tién c6 lai dau bung, nén
con néi la cwdi htr htr I”. Ngwdi mai vo hoi:

“Tai sao biét bung Ha tién c6 bi dau ha? Hay vi an dao tién
quéa nhiéu?”, moi ngudi déu cwdi. Lwu Thai Bao lai sdm
mat, bwe bdi tw nha “Loi hai! Trédng kiéu nay cé gai nay
khéng chi 1a mai vé ma con cé thé ban than, khéng chi la
nir tdc, ma con co thé 1a kj nd!”.

Ldc nay ngwoi mai vo da mua Lwu tinh chuy, c6 gai bén
canh vira khua thanh la vira cw®i chim chim dwa c3p mat
quyén rii qua may ngudi day t& ctia Ngoc phu liéc liéc.
May ngudi day t& déu cwdi, mé tron mat khédng thém nhin

Lwu tinh chuy, lai quay nhin gwong mét thoa phan va gét
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sen cla nang. Lat sau ngwdi mai vo thu Lwu tinh chuay lai
chap tay noi:

“Trd Lwu tinh t6i dién néi chung chw vi d&u xem chan roi,
bay gi® nén bao con gai t6i di day!”, néi xong y bubc hai
dau day thirng vao hai ngon thwong, réi cadm hai ngon
thwong xubng dat thanh mét cai gia cang day.

Nguwoi mai vo nhan thanh la tlr tay con gai, khua keng
keng keng may cai, cd gai do lién phong cwdc vung quyén
danh may chiéu Liéu xuyén ngw, Lién chi tién, Kim cwong
diét, chiéu nao ciing rat mau le. Lwu Thai Bao cang nhin
cang khéng kim dwegc kinh ngac, lai nghe ngw&i mai vo
khua thanh la n6i “Bat tién Loc Tho cw®i ha ha, Trong hoi
Ban dao t6 tai nang, Qua lao cudi Ira di trén day ...”. Co
gai nghe néi thé I1ap tirc udn lwng nhain chan nhw mot con
bwdm nhanh nhen nhay I1én s¢i day. Hai gét sen khéo Iéo
di trén day, hai tay chap sau lwng, tha thuwét nhw canh liéu
don gié. Nhirng ngudi bang quan déu 6 1én khen hay, Lwu
Thai Bao cang kinh ngac, vi y trén giang hé tuy tirng thay
qua nhiéu c6 gai di day, nhwng ho di day déu trong tay cé
cam dd vat, hodc mét cay sao c6 dau nang, hodc cam hai
vat nang. Con cb gai nay tay khédng mua nhay trén day
hém nay thi y mai thdy 1an dau, vi thé cr trd mét ra.

Nguwi mai vo lai khua thanh la néi “Twong tr thdi séo that
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la hay!”. C6 gai ngdi xdm nhay di trén soi day, tay 1am ra
dang nhw dang thdi sdo. Ngwdi mai v lai khua thanh la
mot I4c rdi néi “Gid lan clia Lam Thai Hoa hién diém lanh!”.
C6 gai dot nhién lién 1at nguwoi, tay chi lén trén, dau chuc
xubng dwdi, di lién trén day may bwéc, Lwu Thai Bao
khéng nhin dwoc reo Ién:

“Hay!”. Keng keng ! Ngw&i mai v lai ndi “Ho 16 cia Thiét
Quai Ly hién uy phong!”. Tiéng thanh la khua véi, nguoi
mai vo tia lia “Trong clia Tao Qudc ciru thung thung, quat
ctua Han Chung Ly vu vu, La Bong Tan hai mot doéa hoa
sen ...”. C6 gai dirng thang I1&n trén day, noi:

“Sai roi, La BDong Tan dung kiém ngoc, Ha tién cé6 mai hai
hoa sen”. Ngwdi mai vé noi “Hai vi than tién dem tai riéng
ra choi dua, hién da dbi kiéu roil”. Y khua gép thanh Ia,
noi:

“Bao kiém cuia Ha tién cd khoe vé anh hung”, chi thay
nang lién tiép ra cac chiéu Dao t&r phién than wng trién si,
Tién nhan chiéu chwédng H6 boc hung, Tién uyén diém
pham song gia but ...C6o gai theo tiéng thanh la, nhe nhang
xoay tAm lwng ong, lién tiép vung tay ngoc, uyén chuyén
nhw phi yén, mau le twa Iwu oanh, dirng trén day mua mot
bd quyén phap tuyét diéu. Sau cung ngwdi mai vé hét sirc

khua mot tiéng, tién tay dé vao chiéc thanh la cho tat roi
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ndi “Mam vang trang rung thay im lim !”. Cé gai nhanh
nhen nhay xudng, got sen cham dat khéng co chut tiéng
dong.

Nguwoi vay quanh xem déu luén miéng khen hay, hai cha
con nguwdi kia bén chap tay xin tién, Lwu Thai Béo lién
ném mot chudi tién trong tay xudng gilra vong dién, tién
vang loang xoéng roi vai day mat dat, khdng chi cha con
ngwdi mai vo cung nhin Lwu Thai Bao ma moi nguwéi dirng
hai bén ciing déu quay qua nhin vi “nha giau” nay. Lwu
Thai Bao lién vénh mat 1én ra vé than nhién nhan nh3
khéng dé y t&i. Nguoi hai bén cling ném ra may dong,
ngwdi mai vo chap tay cam on, ké nhat tién rdi biéu dién
tiép. Ngwdi mai vé nay lai dién Lwu tinh chay, may ngudi
day to trong Ngoc phi déu quay lai, chac nhin thay ngudi
Téng quan bén bd vé. Nhwng van con khdng it nguwdi vay
quanh ding xem, hai cha con ngu®i kia biéu dién rat hang
hai.

Lat sau bdng c6 hai vién sai quan vung roi da dudi nhirng
ngw®i nhan roi tan ra. Lwu Thai Bao cling nup & goc
twdng phia nam, hai cha con nguw®i mai vé nhat dd6 nghé
bd chay, hai vién sai quan cam roi dudi theo. Lwu Thai Bao
thay vay bat binh, voi dudi theo can lai, ndi:

“Bon ho mai vd xin tién cling khdng dé&, hai vj 140 gia ha tat
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phai dudi di?”. Hai vién sai quan nhin Lwu Thai Bdo mot
lwot, mét nguwdi tire gian hoi:

“Ngudi lam gi & day?”. Lwu Thai Bao tra 10i:

“Ta la sw pho day quyén trong pha Thiét bbi lac, ho Lwu,
hém nay ciing dén day xem mai vd”. Hai vién sai quan vira
nghe thé déu déi qua vé mét twoi cwdi, modt nguwdi noi:
“Lwu gia khdng biét, anh em chuing t6i la nguwdi ctiia nha
mén Bé dbc, cong 1&n phia bac dwdng nay chinh 1a phi
dé cua Ngoc dai nhan. Ngoc dai nhan lam viéc rat nghiém,
thich yén tinh, ngay nhirng nguw®i ban hang rong ciling
khéng dwoc rao trwdc cdng, ma ga mai vd nay lai dan con
gai y khua thanh la m 1én trwéc cdng phi subt ngay, hém
trwé'c cd cd nwong trong phd ra xem ho lai cang dac y,
ngay nao cling t&i ! Lai thu hut mét dam ngwdi nhan roi
trwdc cdng pha, nhuw thé 14 sao! Dé déc dai nhan hém nay
lai dang khéng vui!”. Lwu Thai Bao cw&i noi:

“Duoc réi dwoce rdi! Ho chay la dwoc rdi, khdng can dudi
ni¥a”. Y noi xong gat gat dau chao hai vién sai quan, réi di
vé phia déng.

Luc nay ngwdi mai vé cam song thwong va Lwu tinh chuy,
c6 gai cam bo day va thanh la chay theo vé phia déng
quay lai nhin, c6 mét dam nguwoi con chay theo ho. Lwu

Thai Bao cling dudi theo, dén mdt khoanh dat rong sau Co
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L4u, lai xim thanh mot vong tron. Hai cha con lai dién Lwu
tinh va di day, dién mét luc rdi nghi mét luc, lai dién mot luc
nira, dam nguwoi vay quanh ngwoi nay di nguwdi khac lai
t&i, nhwng ngudi bo di it hon nguwdi téi, vi vay ngudi xem
cang luc cang déng. Lwu Thai Bao xem hon nira ngay,
kiém mot quan com nhé gan dd, udng may chén rwou, an
hai t& mi, nghi bung néu cha con cd gai mai vé dé khdng
phai la gian t&c thi minh dam danh cé ludn cai dau, than
thé nhanh nhen, vé nghé thuan phuc nhw vay ma cé thé
an phan mai vd khéng trdom cap sao? Thién ha khéng cé
ngwdi ngay ngd nhw vay. Biét dau dém qua minh dirng
dwdi phong chinh 1a bj tring Lwu tinh chuy. Nhat dinh bao
kiém chém gang chat sat dang trong tay ho, ho dién tro
trwdc cdbng Ngoc phti chac dé tham do, ciing dé chuan bi
vao Ngoc pht &n trdm! Y ném tién xudng ban réi chen vao
dam doéng, nhin c6 gai kia nhan nhay trén day mua Lwu
tinh chuy, muda con dep hon cha, moi ngwdi hai bén khéng
ai khéng ngan ra! Lwu Thai Bao xem mét hdi, ném hét tién
trong ngudi xudng roi di ra, nap mot bén nhin. Mai dén lac
trevi t6i, hai cha con méi thu don vat dung, dam nguwdi xem
cling tan di. Hai cha con cam vat dung mai nghé di, Lwu
Thai Bao theo sau.

C6 gai di vé phia tay, rang troi dang chiéu roi bd dé mau
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dd va hoa hong trén dau nang, hai cha con déu nhw rat
mét mai, déu di cham cham. Lwu Thai Bao thi & phia sau
hon hai chuc bwéc réi cham cham theo sau ho, di t&i con
dwdng Ion phia tay C Lau. Luc di qua céng trwdc Ngoc
pht, ngwdi mai vé dé con nghi@ng mat nhin 1&én mét cai,
Lwu Thai Bao phia sau khédng kim dwoc ngam cwdi nhat.
Thang vé phia tay, qua cdu B¢ Thang, van theo phia tay,
trwd'c mat trai ra mot phong canh mua déng lanh 1&o, chi
thdy mét cai ho rong bay tdm trdm mau, nwdc hd dong
thanh bang day. Ven hd c6 vai muwoi cay liéu gia, ltc nay
da khéng nhin thay canh nao, chi c6 than cay cong cong
lac Iw gilra gié. Trong ho [&ch vé phia tay cé mot hon nai
do da chét dbng tao thanh, gibng nhw mot cai go, bén trén
cay cbi moc um tum, cling c6 twéng héng 14p loang, trén
d6 con cd mdt ngdi miéu. Quanh hd déu 1a phong bc, cod
nha gac khac xa ngang vé cdt doc, gibng nhw biét thy cua
ngwdi giau sang, cé nha lai nha dat céng cd, 1a nha cua
nguwdi cung khé. DAt rong ngudi thua, tri da tdi, gié lanh
tr day tworng kia thdi t&i, qua chiéu dau trén canh khé kéu
am 1. Luc hé Lwu Thai Bao tirng t&i day, y biét day la danh
théng cla Bac Kinh, khach van chwong goi la Tinh Diép
hd, tén tuc 1a Tich Thay dam.

Luc nay ngwdi mai vé men theo b& séng di vé phia béc,
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con gai y di sau.

Lwu Thai Bao lai theo sau c6 gai do, ngwdi mai vo phia
trwdc cling chwa chu y.

Cé gai di toi ben mot gbc liéu khd bdng khé xoay lwng
quay dau lai, dwa cdp mat dep liéc Lwu Thai Bao mot cai
roi twoi cwdi, cam thanh la va day vao mét tay, tay kia vubt
cai khan lau md hdi bang lua trang rii xuéng duéi eo, trong
nhw dda hoa, lai mim cwi, ddi mat dep lung liéng. Sau dé
nang quay lai chay may bwdc 18n véi cha. Lwu Thai Béo tw
nha “Ai cha ! Muén chim chudt ta a? Bon tiéu c¢d nwong
ngwoi dirng hong dién trd quyén ri Lwu dai gia. Lwu dai
gia la Thiét La Han, khéng dé bj hé ly mé hodc dau”. Lai di
vé phia trudc khong xa, trén con dwdng phia bac c6 mot
ngdi nha cii nat, néc nha 1a rom ¢ nhao v&i bun dap 1én,
twéng nha dung gach vun chat thanh, céng la rao gai dan
thanh, nguoi trong nha nhét dinh rat nghéo khd.

Ngw&i mai vo lic ay da day clra buwdc vao, cd gai kia quay
nhin Lwu Thai Bo cu®i cwdi hoi lang lo vAy vay chiéc
khan lau mé hdi réi méi vao. Lwu Thai Bao ciing nhin nang
cwdi, nghi tham “Tiéu mudi t&r ! Ta chd & day, cd mau dem
thanh bao kiém ra!”. Hai cha con ho vao nha réi, Lwu Thai
B&o van di lai thong tha bén bd hd, rang dé & chan troi da

lan lwot roi xubng, chung quanh dan dan den kit.
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M4y chén rwou Lwu Thai Bao vira ubng ciing da tan hét
hoi, y thay rat lanh, tung ngudi nhay I&én bang, dinh truot
may cai roi téi cau Pire Thang tim céi quan nao ubng vai
chén rwou, sau dé6 méi quyét dinh chd y. Khéng ngd maoi
trwot hai cai thi huych mét tiéng, y nhw mét con nguwa lén
té sap trén mat bang.

Ldc do lai nghe trén b& c6 mdt cb gai cwdi khanh khach
mét trang. Lwu Thai Bao nhay bat day chay I1én bd, vira
nhin k§ thay chinh 1a c6 gai mai vé kia. Lwu Thai Bdo budc
t&i tum nang noi:

“Tiéu mudi tlr, cd dam cwdi ta 8? Hém nay ta thwdng cho
c6 bao nhiéu tién? Néu khéng né mat ta, ngwdi ctia nha
mén Dé dbc dudi kip cd, it ra cling phai dé lai trén lan da
min mang nay vai roi!”. Co6 gai lai cw&i noi:

“Nguwoi dirng 16i kéo ta! Coi chirng lam v& cai bat!”. Lwu
Thai Bao cui nhin thdy nang cdm mot cai bat sanh bén hai:
“Cé dinh mua gi thé?”. Cb gai cuwdi noi:

“Ta t&i canh cau mua nwéc twong réi quay vé lam com tdi,
an com tbi xong gia gia ta t&i quan tra nghe ké chuyén, lac
doé dai gia nguoi c6 thé tim ta”.

Lwu Thai Bao cwdi hoi:

“That khéng ?”. C6 gai noi:

“Ta Itra nguoi lam gi? Hém nay ta vira nhin thay da biét
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ngwoi la quan, vira co tién, vira thich [am viéc tot”.

Lwu Théai Bao budng tay, vo vé vai cd gai cudi noi:

“Cd ninh ta qua! Cé mau di mua nwéc twong roi vé lam
com nhanh I&n, giuc cha cd di nghe ké chuyén, truéc tam
gi® ta sé di tim ¢, chung ta vé tay lam hiéu!”.

C6 gai gat dau cudi noi:

“Duwoc roi! Nguwoi hay vé nha an chat co roi lai téil”. Noi
xong nang men theo bd ho di vé phia nam, vira di vira
ngodi dau lai cwdi khanh khach. Trong Idng Lwu Théai Bao
khéng kim dwoc day 1én chut cdm giac khac la, gibng nhw
mat hon, y dirng d6 chiu gié lanh héi l1au. Chot thay ti phia
nam c6 mét cai bong den di t&i gan, nhin ra thi la cb gai
mua twong quay vé. Lwu Thai Bao cwdi noi:

“Tiéu mudi t&r khoan di da, ta muén hdi may cau, cd ho
gi?”. Y dwa tay chup, c6 gai né sang mot bén nhw chim
oanh xuyén rang liéu, soat mét tiéng tranh khdi chay di.
Lwu Thai Bao dudi theo, cé gai cwdi khanh khach chay réat
mau, nhay méat da chay qua canh cira tre vao nha.

Lwu Thai Bao dudi t&i clra, dirng ngoai blrc twéng nhin
vao, thay can phong phia ddng trong nha c6 anh dén sang
choang, nhwng khéng nghe duoc tiéng nguwdi néi chuyén.
Lwu Thai Bao nhin nhin cuw®i cwdi rdi quay di, hat hai cau

Nhij hoang, lac lv trén ciu Birc Thang, md mo trong ao
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thay con hai t& ngan phiéu bén bwéc vao mét quan ruou
nhd, goi mdt hii rwou trdng ubng dé giét thei gian. Trong
long lai khdng quén dwoc gwong mat den den dé nhin do,
cap mat sang dep, nu cwdi niing nju mé hon, hai bui toc,
quan 4o mau dd, déi hai nhd mau da, chiéc khan tay trang,
than hinh nhanh nhen nhw biét bay. Tlr d6 y cang lién
twdng dén thanh bao kiém chém gang chat sat ay, kiéu
ngao nghi thAm “Nhét dinh c6 thé thanh céng, khéng
nhirng bao kiém truy héi lai ma con dwoc mot phen dao
hoa”. Y udng hon nira hii rwou thi gan dén tam gid.

Lwu Thai Bao tw nhd dén ldc réi, bén tra tién rwou. Ra khoi
ctra, gio bac thdi vao gitra mat, chat it rweou cang lam'y
phan chan, cam thay than hinh phiéu diéu nhw mot tan
lang sap vao ddng phong. Nhung y ¢ gang tw kim ché,
tham nght “Minh khéng dwoc quén la hdm nay toi day dé
diéu tra vu an, khédng nén nhan tién ma phong lwu, néu
khéng thi khdng nhitng khéng béat dwoc quéa tang, khdng
tim ra bao kiém ma con 1am mét thanh danh ctia Nhéat déa
lién hoa ta”. Lap tirc y 1ac I&c dau di toi bor Tich Thay dam,
men theo b& dam di vé phia bac, nhin thiy ngdi nha ci nat
xa xa c6 chut anh sang dén tir chd hé trén bire twdng do
dbng gach vun chét thanh chiéu ra, nhwng chi chép Ién rbi
tat.
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Lwu Thai Bao tw nha:

“Sao vay? Cb nwong do cam dén di vao réi, néu khong thi
co ta & ngoai san bat dé a? Nhwng mua nay lay dau ra dé
?”. 'Y nhanh chan chay t&i, giay lat da téi trwéc cong. Y
nam phuc xuéng mét cai 16 héng nhin vao, trén ctra s6
trong can phong phia déng thap thoang cé anh dén,
nhwng khéng nghe thay bén trong c6 tiéng nguwdi noi
chuyén. Lwu Thai Bao vé tay bdp bop hai cai, IUi ra hai
bwdc, lai vé bdp bdp hai cai. O d6 dém vang dat rong,
tiéng vd tay nghe rat rd, trong nha chi can cé ngudi thi
khéng thé khéng thay.

Nhwng Lwu Thai Bao ding nhin trwéc canh cira gai hoi
lau cling khong thay ai m&. Y lai vo lién tuc may tiéng bop
bdp, doi mot tc van im hoi lang tiéng. Y tw nha:

“Hao a dau, nguoi dirng hong bip Lwu ldo gia ta!”, luc ay
bdp bbp bdp ...

vo lién tiép mot hoi, rat cd tiét thu, miéng hat “O 1a 1a hay
m¢& ctra ra! M& clra vira nhin thi ra Trweong Tu tai! Trwong
Tu tai...".

Bé&ng nhién cach mét tiéng, khéng biét tr dau mot hon
gach vun bay t&i tring sau dau Lwu Thai Bao. Lwu Thai
B&o giat minh nhay dwng 18n khéng hat nira, quay dau vé

phia tay tim kiém, chi nghe tiéng cwdi khanh khach cta co
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gai sau mét goc liéu to. Lwu Thai Bao bén noi:

“Hao a dau, nguoi dam gi&n mat ta al”. Y dudi dén sau
cay liéu, lai thay cé gai nin cudi, khdng ngirng gidm chan
trach moc, noi:

“‘Nguwoi ho hat gi vay? Cha ta vira méi di! Chung quanh
con c6 hang xom nira! Nguwdi ta ma nghe thay sé nghi thé
nao”. Lwu Thai Bao ndi:

“Ai bao ta vb tay ma cd khong thém Ién tiéng? C6 khdng
dap tra thi ta cir hat”. Cb gai nling niu cw&i noi:

“Chi can vé mét céi thdi, nguoi cr vé mai, ghét Iam! Ta co
nghe ciing khdng dém xia gi t&i ngwoi”. Lwu Thai Bo
clng cuwoi, sO& s& gay noi:

“Cb ném hon gach nay that khéng nhe, swng Ién mdt cuc
roi! Cling may 1a ¢d danh ta, néu nguoi khac thi Lwu thai
gia lai tha y a?”. Cé gai dé cudi noi:

“Ai cha Lwu thai gia! That ta con chwa héi ho nguoi 1a gi?
Lwu thai gia nguwoi lam céng sai trong nha mén nao vay?”.
Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Trwdre tién dirng hai ta, ta hdi triedc ¢ ho gi? Co tén gi
chwa?”. Co gai cwdi mot tiéng, nhw cti dau ngdm nghi mot
luc m&i hoi then thung noi:

“Ta tén Thai Twong Mudi!”. Lwu Thai Bao néi “Tén hay

lam! Twong Mudi goi ra qua rat ndn na! Gia gia co tén gi?
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NGi cho ta nghe, dé vé sau ta dé thinh giao!”. Thai Twong
Mudi néi:

“Gia gia ta khéng co tén, nguwdi ta thwdng goi la Thai Coru
I”. Lwu Thai Bao lai hoi:

“Thai Clru gia ra ngoai nghe ké chuyén réi a?”. Thai
Twong Mudi cwdi noi:

“Gia gia khéng di thi lam sao ta dam ra ctra dgi nguoi?”.
Lwu Thai Bao gat dau noi:

“Dung vay, bén ngoai rat lanh, ching ta vao nha cb noi
chuyén dwoc khdng?”. Twong Mudi gat dau noi:

“Duwoc! Thong tha da! Chung ta drng Ién tiéng dé hang
xo6m nghe thay!”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Hang xdm ma quan dwoc viéc ban bé lui t&i nha cb a?”.
Y dang néi thi Twong Mubi & phia trwoc chay mau, Lwu
Thai Bao dudi theo.

Té&i trvde clira, Twong Mudi day canh clra bang gai nhon
mé& ra mét khodng tréng. Nang lién lach vao nhung lai day
ctra lai. Lwu Thai Bao cwoi, cling lach vao. Khéng ngé
canh khé trén ctra moc vao 4o y, roat mot tiéng xé rach
mot miéng. Lwu Thai Bao khé chivi “Céi ctra nay cla nha
co that that diee!”. Twong Mudi lai cwoi khé, cung Lwu Thai
Bao vao gian phong phia déng ngdi nha.

Lwu Thai Bao vira nhin, thay trong phong rat [6n xon. Sét
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twéng phia nam la nira can phong Iop giay cii nat, déu la
nhw ngw®i ban cung nhat nhanh trén dwéng phd, trong do
chac thir gidy do ban nao cling c6. Sat twong phia déng la
mét cai ban muc nat, dai khai néu dung tay déy mot cai thi
dd sup ngay, trén ban dé chén sanh diia tre. Duéi ban la
mét cai thung gd, mot cai chau rlra mat bang g, nuwéc
trong chau déng thanh bang rat day, trong phong rét lanh,
bdn vach déu cé gié thdi vao. O gitra la mot cai bép 16 mé
bang dat sét trang cé may hon than qua bang nhw da tan,
trén bé ctra s6 cd mot cai chén dén dau, trong dén dung
gidy lam bac, ngon Itra nhay nhot, dai khai cling sap hét
dau. Twéng phia bac c6 mét cai giwdng dat, trén cé mot
cai chiéu coi, trén chiéu dé song thuwong, Lwu tinh chuy,
day thirng, thanh la, 1a nhirng vat ho dung dé muwu sinh.
Ngoai ra con c6 hai cai dém dé riéng, mét cai rwong gb,
cai rwong nay khéng 1&n, va lai tuy rat ci, nhwng khoa rét
chac. Lwu Thai Bao bét giac rat cha y. Ngoai ra con c6 mot
th(r nhd, chinh la déi hai nhé théu kim tuyén, nhung chwa
théu xong.

Lwu Thai Bao bén naéi “Lanh that! Trong can phong nay hai
cha con ¢6 sao lai dé lanh vay? Méi ngay kiém mot sb tién
nhw vay, sao khéng dét Itra [&n?

Cidng khéng dan twdng dan vach cho kin”. Thai Twong
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Mudi néi “Kiém dwoc bay nhiéu tién a ? Ciing vi viéc lam
&n hai hdm nay ciing tét. May hém truwdc co khi ca ngay
kiém khéng ra ndm tram dong, thi ra ngwdi Bac Kinh rat
ban xin, chi thich xem mai vd khéng. Khi bon ta dién xong,
chap tay xin tién, ho lién quay di, 3 mac nhirng ké nghéo
khd nhw bon ta @6 mé hoi subt nira ngay. Can nha nay 1a
bon ta thué, néu mai vd khong tét thi vai hém niva phai rovi
B&c Kinh t&i noi khac dé mwu sinh. Ai nhw dai 130 gia
ching ta, mét gian phong nhé cé thé dé bay tam cai 10,
vlra vao phong bon ta da khich bac ché lanh. Ché lanh a?
Ngwoi cho bon ta vai trdm can than di”. Mém mép lién lau
ntra dua ntra that, nhw khéng chut xa la véi Lwu Thai Bao.
Lwu Thai Bao khong kim dwoc hoi ngay ngét, cuwdi noi:
“Duoc roi! Ngay mai ta sé cho cha con ¢6 hai trdm can
than, khéng nhirng than ma ngay ca mién va diu dén ta
cling cung cap cho cac nguoi’. Twong Mudi cudi noi:
“Vay thi tét qua! Coi nhw bon ta da gap dwoc Than Tai gia
réi, cling khéng can phai khua thanh la mai vé trén dwdng
phd nival”. Nang néi thé rbi thém may hon than qua bang
vao bép, k& ngdi xép bang trén giwdng, cui ddu khau dé
chiéc hai nho, hoi:

“Lwu thai gia, dai danh clia ngwoi la gi? Lam cdng sai

trong nha mén nao?”.
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Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“C6 dirng goi la Lwu thai gia, ta tén Lwu, bay vai thir hai”.
Twong Mudi noi:

“Té ra la Lwu Nhi gia”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Khéng can goi la gia, ta trén khong l1am thué cho nha
mén, dwdi khéng an xin dau phd, ngay thuwérng khéng nha
khéng nghé nghiép, du tht du thwe. Nhwng tién bac theo
tay ra cling theo tay vao, khéng cé than thich giau co6 ban
bé sang trong nhwng t&i dau cling cé nguoi giup do”.
Twong Mudi ngang dau I&n hoi:

“Rét lai nguwoi lam nghé gi?”. Lwu Thai Bao dap:

“Ta &, ndi ra ¢d ciing khéng hiéu dau, ngudi khum ndm goi
bon ta la hao han, quang cén, nguwdi khéng khium nam goi
bon ta la hén hén, vo lai. Tén thworng goi la du cén, tén
chinh thire 1a lvu manh”.

Twong Mudi vira nghe thé nguwéc nhin Lwu Thai Bdo mot
cai, khéng ndi gi nira, trén mat 16 ra vé that vong.

Lwu Thai Bao nhin anh sang dén chiéu l&n cai bong dep
clia nang, béng hai déa héng trén bui téc soi [én cira s
rung rinh, m¢ téc dai budng phia trwéc cang lam xuc déng
long ngwdi. Hai tay nang, mot tay cam chiéc hai, mot tay
cam kim théu dwa l1én dam xubng, ngon tay phang phét

nhw khoi ggi 1dong xuén cua ai do.
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Toan than mau hong, nang ngoi xép bang, cai khan la
trang & hédng budng xudng cd y che mét ban chan nhé.
Lwu Thai Bao cuoi, cling ngdi & dau giwdng, cach Twong
Mudi khdng xa, vy lai noi:

“Nhwng dirng coi thwdng ta, Lwu Nhij ta tuy 1a hdn hén
nhwng ciing c6 chut tiéng tdm & kinh thanh. Tl phd Thuan
Thién, vién DB Sat, nha moén Dé dbc, trén dwdi khdng ai
khéng biét ta. T D6 sat Nguw s, Dé ddc Chinh dwéng,
quan vién van vo, khéng ai khong xwng huynh goi dé voi
ta!”. Thai Twong Mudi than nhién cw&i néi:

“‘Nguwoi ding néi khoac nira, ta da sdm nhin ra, nguoi
khéng phai 1a ngudi khéng 6 gbe gac. Hdm nay hai sai
quan cta nha mén Dé dbc rat roi ra dudi bon ta, nguoi
bwéc 1&n néi hai cau chan ho lai. Ta con thiy ho cudi voi
ngwoi niral Qua thwe, bon ta ciu xin ngwoi mét chuyén ...
Ngwoi cé quen Ngoc dai nhan khdng? Quen dai tbng quan
trong phu Ngoc dai nhan ciing dwoc”.

Lwu Thai Bao nghe thé béat giac thay ky la, bén noi:

“Ngoc dai nhan la ban gia cla ta, y ngdi trong kiéu khéng
dém xia t&i ta, nhwng ta chuc tét thi y dich than dwa tay d&
ta I1én, goi la 1ao dé. Hién Ctru thanh do y quan, nhwng
khéng c6 ta giup d& khéng xong. Bat luan bon v lai gay

an & tinh nao vao Bac Kinh, ta ndi bat thi bat, noi tha thi
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tha. Co ta thi bon lwu manh khéng dam sinh sw trén phd,
vi bon chung déu dwéi tay ta. Khéng co6 ta, cho du y ¢
nam tram Ban dau, bay ngan B khoai ciing khéng dung
duwoc. Co dinh nhd ta viéc gi, mau naoi ra dil”.

Thai Twong Mudi in lang mét luc, noi:

“Chuyén ciing khéng kho, chi vi bon ta mudn kiém thém it
tién. Cha con ta Ia nguwdi Cam Tuc, & nha trong céac loai
hoa mau, von rat tét, nhwng nam ngoai séng Hoang Ha lut
I&n, nwédc cudn trdi nha clra, dim chét me ta. Cha con ta
may ma nhanh tay nhanh chan treo Ién cay m&i khong bi
nwéc cudn trdi. Nhwng sau khi nwée rat, hoa mau cia bon
ta déu bj mat hét. Khédng cd com an 4o mac, cling khéng
c6 cho tru than, khéng con cach nao khac, may nhé gia
gia ta con biét dién chut nghé, rdi day ta di day’.

Lwu Thai Bao v6i hdi xen vao:

“M&i hoc hon mdt ndm thi biét di day sao?”.

Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Khéng phai, dé dau co gi kho luyén? Chi can lung va
chan nhanh nhen thi dé hoc théi. Né khéng giéng nhw doc
séach viét chir, cd mwdi ndm khé luyén cdng phu noi clra
sb gi6 lanh”. Lwu Thai Bao gat dau. Thai Twong Mudi lai
noi:

“Ta hoc dwoc chut tai nay, theo gia gia phiéu bat khap noi,
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qua Thiém Tay, Son Tay, Ha Nam, Tryc L&, hon nira
thang m&i dén Bac Kinh.

Bon ta mai vé kiém com, nhwng cé lic ca com cling khéng
dd no, may ma hai hém trwé'c mai vo trwée cdng pht Ngoc
dai nhan, tiéu thw ctia Ngoc dai nhan ra xem ntra ngay,
thwéng cho ta ndm lwong bac, con héi ta bao nhiéu tudi, ta
noi mwdi sau tudi, hdi chan cla ta lam sao ma nhd duoc
nhw vay, ta néi la tr nhd da vay. Ta thay Ngoc tiéu thw rat
thich ta, ta cling thich Ngoc tiéu thw, cd 4y that tét! Ta
mudn tw lwe canh sinh, dén Iam thué trong phad cd ay!”.
Lwu Thai Bao giat minh, véi cwdi cwdi néi “Di day tw do
nhw vay, ndi nam bién bac tuy y di, lam a hoan cho nguoi
ta khd cuc 1am, that khéng bang trau ngwa. Co dirng thay
ho mac quan 4o dep, that ra khéng dwoc thodi mai nhuw cd
dau!”. Thai Twong Mudi lac I&c dau, té vé chua xot néi:
“Khéng! Ta dau mudn méc quan 4o dep, & lau cao nha
I&n, chiu kiép cung quan nhw vay, ta that khéng mudn! Va
lai ta di theo gia gia, ciing lam luy cho nguwdi. Néu khéng
co ta, gia gia da s&m di du quan |1ap céng rdi, bay gid co
khi cling da lam vé quan, vi vay mudn nhd nguoi gitp ta
ban minh vao phi Ngoc dai nhan, hay nhét la giup ta dwoc
hau ha vi Ngoc tiéu thw kia. Trwdc tién dirng noi véi gia

gia ta, doi xong viéc gia gia ta nhat dinh sé déng y. Ong sé
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an tam vé ta, tw di tim tién trinh cGa 6ng”.

Lwu Thai Bao nghe thé hoi ngan ngwei mét lac, réi gat dau
cuoi noi:

“Chuyén nay cling dé théi, néu mudn t&i lam a hoan trong
Ngoc phu thi ta néi mét tiéng 1a dwoc. Nhwng cé dirng véi,
doi nlra ngay ta gap dai nhan Chinh dwdng sé ndi voiy,
dé y nhan c6 vao phu. Tuy dé sai khién, nhwng sé dbi xcr
khac véi nhirng t6i t& ¢l thi chac 1a dwoc!”. Thai Twong
Mudi cwdi cwdi noi:

“Duoc vay thi tét! Vay ta cé thé nhay ra réi! Di giang hd
subt doi, theo gia gia mai vé sudt doi thé nay, biét dén bao
gi® mai théi!”. Lwu Thai Bao cuwoi noi:

“That ra ¢c6 mudn mau chéng tim noi an than lap phan
cling khéng can di lam a hoan, cb thy ta nam nay méi ba
muwo'i hai, ciing khéng coi la gia. Trong nha ta cling chwa
co v, cd thé noi vai cha cd, ga ¢ cho ta, tr &n udng téi
an mac déu tét hon so véi lam a hoan trong Ngoc phd’.
Thai Twong Mudi cadm chiéc hai nhd danh vao tran Lwu
Thai Bao moét cai, mat do 1én cuoi noi:

“Ngwoi khéng phai la nguoi tét! Ngwoi dang cé y dé nay,
ngwoi mau di di!”. Lwu Thai Bao cwdi noi:

“L&i ta ndi la chan that, chang I& di 1am a hoan thi khéng

ldy chdng a?”. Thai Twong Mudi cwdi bén 1&n, 1ac dau noi:
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“Ta khéng nghi dén chuyén dé, ta con nhé ma ...”. Nang
ngwdc mat 1én liéc Lwu Thai Bdo mét céi, then thung noi
“Lic nay ma bao lam c6 dau thi gia gia ta nhat dinh sé& ndi
gian, nhwng khi ngudi biét ta téi Ngoc phi lam a hoan,
chac nguwdi sé vui mirng. Doi sau khi ta & Ngoc phi mot
nam sau thang, thi ngwoi t&i don ta ra”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:
“Ta v&i Ngoc Chinh dwérng la bang hivu, néu dén mét a
hoan trong phu y ra, nhiéu Iam cling chi lam thiép cua ta,
phai lam Chinh thai thai thi mé&i la nguwdi cua tal”. Thai
Twong Mudi néi “Cai gi thiép v&i khéng thiép, ta ciing
khéng quan tam, théi dwoc! Nguwoi mau di di! Lat niva gia
gia quay vé, thay ta v&i ngwoi ndi chuyén ngudi nhat dinh
s& danh chét ta. Ngwoi mau di di! Mau di 1am giup ta, toi
mai t&i day, nhé vd tay mot cai ta sé nghe thay, dirng
dirng trwéc clra hat hd om som, di mau di, di mau di! Ngay
mai ta sé& gap lai!. Lwu Thai Bao van cwdi khéng chiu di ra,
Twong Mudi xubng giwong, hai tay x0 y, vira x6 vira cuoi.
Lwu Thai Béo lai nhin cai reong bang gb trén giwéng mot
cai roi cwoi, lién bi x6 ra khéi nha.

Twong Mudi & trong, mot tay dong clra, con nhin ra cét
giong yéu kiéu thé thé noi:

“Nh& day, mau di lam gium, cé thé dé & trong Ngoc pht

nra nam rdi ra sé 1a ngudi ciia nguoil”. Mét tran gié théi
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sau dau Lwu Thai Bao, y cdm thay chd bi ném gach rat
dau. Lwu Thai Bao cw&i nhat, hwédng vao nha noi:

“Duwoc roi! Ta di day, ngay mai ta sé t&i. Ta con mudn cho
c6 hai mén do trang surc.

Chi vi ¢6 t&i Ngoc phd 1am a hoan ciing gan giéng nhw vé
nha chdng, phai cé may hdp trang strc, néu khdng thé thi
nhirng a hoan chung quanh c6 thé coi thuweng!”.

Trong phong khong ai néi gi, cong da khép lai, anh dén
trén clra s chiéu I&n cai bong clia Thai Twong Mudi. Dda
hoa hdng rung dong, loat soat may tiéng nhé cta déi hai
kéo 18 dwdi dat. Lwu Thai Bao lai bat giac tiéu hon mot hoi,
nhwng y quay ngwoi di, cdn than mé canh cdng ra ngoai.
Chi th4y hai bén b& hd gié lanh thdi rAt manh, troi den kit,
sao sang nhap nhay trén bau trdi. Hoi reou nga nga da
tan, chuyén y vira m¢i bi Twong Mudi dua gion danh swng
dau ciing qua di.

Lac b4y gi® trén nguwdi y cling hoi lanh, nhwng dau 6c rat
tinh téo. Y di vé phia déng, thdm nghi “Dang tiéc that! Thai
Twong Mudi mudn dén Ngoc phti lam a hoan, khéng chac
la ngwdi xau. Néu nang mudn an trdm dé dung hay bao
kiém gi d6 clia Ngoc ph thi cé 1& sé rat bat loi cho Ngoc
Chinh dwdng dai nhan. A hoan dé quyét khdng phai nguoi

thwérng, néu hdm nay c¢d ta khdng thady minh néi chuyén
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v&i hai ngwdi trong nha mén thi cling khéng dam du dén
v&i minh. No6i tom lai nhat dinh ¢6 ta mudn diéu gi khac,
can t&i thang ngdc to dau minh. Pwoc! Ngay mai ching ta
s& ndi chuyén tiép!”. Y vira nghi vira di, lic nay béat qua
vira m&i canh hai. Trén dwéng phd cé may nha budn ban
van chwa dong ctra. Y tr& lai An Dinh Mén, vira di tdi
trwéc cdng pha Béi lac, thiy cdng I&n da dong kin, trwdc
cbng réat t6i. Lwu Thai Bao dinh bwéc 1én gb ctra, chot thiy
phia sau tang da I&'n bén trai cé mét bong ngudi den den
rat thap.

Lwu Thai Bao nhw con cat vot téi tim béng den dé, thi ra
la mot dra tré &n may, tay con 6m céi I16ng sdy, 16ng say
r&t danh choang mét tiéng vé nat. Tiéu khét cai kéu mot
tiéng “Gia gia !I”. Lwu Thai Bao chui:

“Tiéu tl! Dém tbi t&i ngdi xdm & day la cé y gi ?”. Tiéu
khéat cai dap:

“Vi mét vi dai gia trong quan an sai téi dwa cho Béi lac gia
moét phong thw!”. Lwu Thai Bao giat minh néi:

“Cai gi? Thw ha? Dwa day cho ta xem tru¢c!”. Y nhan tw
tay tiéu khat cai mét phong thw nhd nhwng ltc bay gi® bbn
bé khdng cé anh dén, hai hon than dwéi dat cling da sap
tan, nhin khéng ré chiv gi viét trong thw. Lwu Thai Bao voi

vang hoi:
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“La ai sai ngwoi dwa dén day?”. Tiéu khat cai dap:

“La mét vi dai gia tré tudi, y udng ruwou trong quan, tdi dang
xin tién & ngoai, y ra kéo tdi qua mot bén bao tdi dwa
phong thw nay, cho t6i mot nén bac. Nhwng téi t&i day thi
cbng phu da déng”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Ha ha! Bwa mot phong thw thi cho mot nén bac, tiéu tir
nguwoi phat tai that. Mau néi cho ta, ngwdi bao nguoi dwa
thw da di hay chwa?”. Tiéu khat cai néi:

“Y dwa cho ti bac va thw réi di vé phia nam”. Lwu Thai
Bao hai:

“Nguwdi dé an mac ra sao?”. Tiéu khét cai dap:

“Mac quan 4o mau den”. Lwu Thai Béo lai héi:

“Y d6i mii gi?”. Tiéu khat céi noi:

“Déi mi da mau den”. Lwu Thai Bao hdi tiép “Dang nguoi
ra sao? Noi giong tinh nao?”. Tiéu khét cai dap “Dang
nguwoi khdng thap, khdng cao, néi giong ban dia”. Lwu Thai
B&o ngan ra lai héi “La dm hay map? Méat den hay trang?”.
Tiéu khat cai dap “Khéng 6m khéng map, mat cling khéng
den khéng trang”. Lwu Thai Bao gio chan 1&n chi “Mau
cut dil”. Tiéu khat cai 1an mét vong dwdi dat réi bd chay.
Lwu Thai Bao nhét phong thw vao ngudi, rdi buéc 1én gb
ctra. G& mét luc 1au clra phd van chwa mé, nhwng clra

nha xe bén canh lai cé tiéng ddng. Lwu Thai Bao voi dén
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trwé'c clra nha xe thi thay trong clra 1a hai ngudi day to
cda ban phu, phia sau ho con cé bén vién sai quan. Co
ngwdi cam mot chiéc dén 16ng, mot vién sai quan rat yéu
dao ra gian dir héi “Nguwoi lam gi day? Nira khuya sao
dam dén gd ctra cong pha? Bat lai!”. Nhwng mot nguoi
day t& ctia bdn phi noi “Day la sw pho day quyén cda ban
phd”. Réi lai héi “Lwu gia! Sao gi®& nay nguwdi méi vé!
Nguwoi khdng biét hai ngay nay trong phu rat cang thang
sao? Ngoc dai nhan hién con & day day!”. Lwu Thai Bao
mim cwoi noi:

“Ta khéng biét, ta di n6i chuyén v&i bang hivru ca ngay,
quén mat ca thoi gian. Lam phién céc vi, that xin 16i!”. Bon
vién sai quan ciing déu diu giong, mdt ngudi néi “Hém nay
trong phd da c6 chuyén, nén it ra ngoai budi t6i!”. Lwu Thai
Bao lubn miéng ndéi “Sau nay t6i sé khéng ra ngoai nira”.
Luc &y y vao cdng nha xe, lién d6 nghe 4m mot tiéng ctra
dong lai. Ra khdi nha xe 1a chudng ngwa, hédm nay ngwa
trong chudng dac biét nhiéu. Lwu Thai B&o mai doan ra,
Ngoc Chinh dwéng téi réi, nhat dinh dan khéng it sai quan,
day goi la M4t bd mai lo 1am chudng, lam dwoc cai gi?
Chéng bang Nhat doa lién hoa ta, chi méot ngay da tim ra
dau mdi, da dat chan vao nha Thai Twong Mudi, hdm nay

lai dworc la thw nay, chéc ciing lién quan dén chuyén hém
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qua.

Y di vao gian phong nhd, vira luc Ly Truwdng Tho khéng cé
trong phong, dén lai rat sang, 16 Itra ciing rat Am. Lwu Thai
Bao bén dong ctra phong, 13y la thw ra xem, thay trén bi
thw viét “Géi Thiét cong Bdi Iac”, 1a tén dng chd viét theo
kiéu chir 1&, chi cé nlra trang, viét trén gidy Chu ti lan rat
quy, chi¥ cling rat ngay ngan theo kiéu chi 1&, viét rang
“Gé&i Thiét cong:

bao kiém do bi nhan I4y di, tam mwon mét phen dé dung,
hen ndm nam sau at sé tra lai. Nay nghe vwong gia khéng
mudn truy clru, vé cung ddi on, bi nhan von ...”, n&ra dudi
trang thw nhw da viét, nhwng cdm thay khéng 6n, lai xéa
di. Lwu Thai Bao doc xong, khéng kim dwoc ngd ngudi ra,
trong ldng rat budn bwc. Y cho nira 14 thw vao phong bi,
cat vao cai tdi nhd sat 4o canh réi mé clra phong ra, lai voi
nhin quanh phong, thdm nha “Khéng dung! Loai Thai
Twong Mudi va cha c6 ta ma viét dwoc chir 18 a? K& trém
kiém nhét dinh la ngwdi khac. Hom nay méat ndra ngay, tuy
chiém dwoc chat tién nghi, nhwng sau gay cling bi ném
maot hon gach.

Chuy&n nay minh tim sai rdi, khdng lién quan gi dén cha
con ho Thai. Tt ngay mai, minh phai lai di tim manh méi!”.

Y di lai trong phong subt nira ngay, 1én nam trén giwdng
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dinh ngl nhwng trong dau suy nghi vé chuy@n nay, cam
thay nhw mot mé bong bong rbi rdm, khong biét bat dau
g®& tlr dau. Long y lai nhé dén Thai Twong Mudi, that
khéng cadm thay budn ngl chut nao.

Hbi lau Ly Trwérng Tho vé phong, day y moét cai, noi:

“Lwu gia, ngwoi ngu sém vay? Khéng danh bac moét lat
sao? HO6m nay trong phong trwc that nao nhiét, toan la
ngwdi clia nha mén Bé dbc, cé hai mwoi may nguwdi, hai
phan choi bai cAu, mét phan choi xtc xac”. Lwu Thai Bao
v& ngl khéng tra 1. Ly Trwdng Tho lay tién trong trap roi
ra khéi phong di g& lai. Lat sau Lwu Thai Bao ngu thiép di.
DPén ngay hédm sau, y ngl day van con hoi ngan ra, t¢i Tay
Pai Vién néi chuyén véi Théc dau wng subt nira ngay, van
cam thay khéng c6 chut manh méi ndo. Y bén &n com trwa
& Tay Pai Vién, réi t&i Toan Hwng tiéu cuc & Cho Than
tim biéu huynh Than thwong Dwong Kién Buwédng cia y.
Luc &y Dwong Kién Bwdng dang & nha, vira thady mat y,
bén noi:

“Ta dang mudn tim nguoi day!” rdi kéo y vao trong quay
dé tranh moi ngudi, rdi nhin y héi:

“Nguwoi dang lam gi vay?”. Lwu Thai Bao sirng nguoi roi
noi:

“Ai cha, dai ca, t6i lam chuyén gi a? Pai ca ngac nhién
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sao?”. Dwong Kién buwdng noi:

“Trai lai nguoi tw hiéu rd, dirng gid ngay ngd vai tal”. Lwu
Thai Bao bat giac hoi tire gian. Duwong Kién Bwdng lai noi:
“Dém trudc trong phul cac nguoi bi méat bao kiém, hién da
on ao ca chin clra thanh khéng ai khéng biét, nha mén bé
dbc da phai rat nhiéu sai quan di khap noi truy na gian tac
trdm kiém. Ngwoi biét lai lich thanh bao kiém d6 ch&? Do
la ctia Ly M6 Bach tang Thiét Tiéu Béi Iac.

Néu Ly M6 Bach & nai Clru Hoa biét tin nay, chac y sé
xubng nui dé tim cho Thiét Tiéu Béi Iac, vd nghé cla y ma
ngwoi mudn day vao w?”. Lwu Thai Bao cwdi nhat noi:
“Lé& nao nhw vay! Tai khéng phai Ia gian tac trdm kiém, Ly
M6 Bach ciing thé, sai quan nha mén Pé dbc ciing thé,
truy héi dugc téi a?”. Dwong Kién Buwong néi:

“Nguwoi noéi truy hdi ngwoi khéng dwoc, nhwng ca ta cling
tin thanh kiém d6 1a do ngwoi lay trém”.

Lwu Thai Bao gian tai cd mat, vung tay lén, néu dbi
phwong khéng phai 1a biéu huynh Than thwong Dwong
Kién BDwdng cla y thi phat quyén nay da danh ra roi. Y
ham hwc chvi:

“Day nhat dinh 1a D4c Loc, ngoai y ra khéng ai dam nghi
ng® toi! Puoc rdil Tai vé tim y day, ngudi khac dirng noi,

t6i cr cho y dao trdng cdm vao dao db rut ra trudc dal”.
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Duwong Kién Bwdng cwdi nhat noi:

“Ngwoi that khong mudn sbng w? Nguwoi clr chudc va vao
than di! Du sao thi chdng qua nguoi ciing chi Ia biéu dé
cua ta, khéng phai anh em ruét thit, cling khong lién luy toi
tal”. Lwu Thai Bdo gidm chan, hdt hodng gan chét, noi:
“Dai ca sao lai tin 1&i ho! Trwdc day dung la téi tieng an cap
tién cua dai ca, nhwng bay gi® tai sao t6i lai an trdom bao
kiém trong phti? Dém trwdc trong phti mat bao kiém, hém
qua t6i phai ra ngoai diéu tra do hdi ca ngay, tinh diéu tra
ra dau mbi dé rira sach cho chinh téi. Nhwng con me né,
diéu tra do hdi ca ngay ciing tim dwgc chat manh méi,
khéng ng® sau dé lai rdi tung ca 1én!”.

Dwong Kién BDuwdng thay dang vé cla Lwu Thai Bao ndn
nong nhw vay mai tin khéng phai y an trém, bén ngdi trén
ghé cau may nghi ngoi rdi néi:

“Chuyén nay qua that la ngwoi khdng c6 cach nao got rira
sach sé roil Dac Laoc la nguwdi trung hau, tuy y nghi nguoi
an trom nhwng cling chwa hé néi véi ai. Chi vi hém qua 'y
tim gap Pc Khiéu Phong, nhd Khiéu Phong khuyén
nguwoi dem thanh kiém Ién trd lai, thi coi nhw khéng c6é
chuyén gi”. Lwu Thai Bao gidm chan néi:

“Ddi mang t6i t6i cling khéng giao kiém lai dwoc! Thanh

bao kiém d6 ngay ca xem tdi cling chwa dwgc xem!”.
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Duwong Kién Bwdng noi:

“No6i vay thi nhat dinh cé gian tic dai dao dang an nap &
kinh sw, Thiét Tiéu Béi I&c cho rang ngwdi trom kiém chac
la mot vi hiép khach nén khéng mubdn truy clru. Nhwng Bé
dbc Ngoc dai nhan rat phan nd chuyén nay. Y da ra han
cho sai quan trong ba ngay phai bat dwoc gian tac truy hoi
béo kiém, nhwng ta e ba mwoi ngay ciing khdng pha an
dwoc. Ngwoi hién tai khéng lam gi, qua that lc nay can bd
ra it cbng strc vong qua cac noi hoi do xem & kinh thanh
c6 ai kha nghi khéong. Ta ciing giup nguoi, téi cac tiéu
diém cac nha tro hai do gitp cho”. Lwu Thai Bao vé nguc
noi:

“Téi thé néu khong truy hoi dwoc bdo kiém thi khéng phai
ho Lwu. Buwoc!

Dai ca da chiu giup d&, chung ta chia nhau cung lam. Dai
ca hay nh& Birc Khiéu Phong néi lai v&i Déc Loc rang
Nhét déa lién hoa t6i khéng phai gian tac trém kiém, tin
hay khéng tly y ! Thé nao trong mwi ngay téi cling sé bat
dwoc ngudi va tang vat dwa téi nha mon xi ly!”. Dwong
Kién Dwdng noi:

“Khéng can ra ky han, chang ta hét sirc diéu tra do hdi la
dwoc réil”. Lwu Thai Bdo dirng day thé ra mét hoi noi:

“Vay thi t6i di day, hém nay téi lai di quanh trén phd mot
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ngay, tim khéng ra manh méi thi khéng vé an com!”, noi
xong ra khai Toan Hwng tiéu cuc, dirng trén dwdng I&n
trwdc cbng nghi ngoi hoi lau réi vao thanh. Y di loanh
quanh khap Tay thanh, réi bat giac lai t&i trwdc C6 Lau,
nhin vé phia tay thi thay trwéc cdng pht Ngoc dai nhan lai
c6 mét dam nguwdi. Lwu Thai Bao tuy nghi “Khéng phai,
cha con ho Thai chinh 1a phi tdc nhwng ciing nhat dinh
khéng biét chir, bdo kiém chwa chac 1a do ho &n tréom”,
nhwng khéng hiéu sao bén d6 dwdng nhw ¢cé strc hat hat y
qua do, y lai chen vao gilra dam nguoi.

Ldc nay Thai Clru dang dién Lwu tinh chily, Thai Twong
Mudi dang ding canh khua thanh la keng keng, nghiéng
mat nhin nhin Lwu Thai Bao. Lwu Thai Béo lién nhe rang
ra cwoi. Nhwng Thai Twong Mudi lai khéng cwoi cling
khéng chao héi y, ban tay nhé nhan chi khua mau thanh la.
Lwu Thai Bdo xem mét héi, Lwu tinh chay cdia Thai Clru
van chua dién xong, béng thay cé hai ngudi day t& cla
Ngoc phu chen vao xua tay néi:

“Dirng dién nira, dirng dién niral”.

Thai Ctru vdi thu Lwu tinh chuy lai chap tay néi “Hay dé
cho con gai t6i di day, cha con chung téi sé don ngay. Chi
vi hém nay van chwa kiém du tién com tién tro!”. Hai

nguwdi day t& ciia Ngoc phi noi:
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“Khéng phai khéng cho cac nguoi luyén, vi tiéu thw pha
bon ta mudn xem con gai nguoi di day”. Thai Clru 1ap tire
cuoi noi:

“Do6 that 1a tiéu thw trong pha cét nhéc, t6i nhat dinh bao
con gai tdi ban chut stre lwe, hiéu kinh tiéu thw trong ph
mot doan that hay”. Thai Twong Mudi dirng bén canh cuoi
hoi:

“La vao phu dién hay dién ngoai céng?”. Bay t& Ngoc phu
noi:

“Trong pht toan lat gach, khéng thé dé cac nguwdi cdm
thwong lam v& gach dwoc, cac nguoi dién & day théil”, noi
xong y xua tay dudi nhirng ngudi vo sw di nhw dudi cho,
noi:

“Tranh ra hét! Ra xa ma xem!”.

Lwu Thai Bao dirng mii chiu sao, vi y dirng & trong cung
nén bj ngudi day t& ciia Ngoc phi ddy manh mot cai, y
lién quay lai chi:

“Nay, tiéu t&r nguoi mé to mat ma nhin. Birng x6 chi!”.
Hai ngwoi day té ciia Ngoc phi déu trivng méat noi:

“Sao? Ngwoi dam ngang ngwoc ha? Mau cut, mau cut di!”.
Lwu Thai Bdo xan tay 4o lén néi:

“Noi v&i gia gia ngwoi ma khéng khach khi chut nao thé?

Tiéu t&r mé to mat xem ta la ai?”. Nguoi day té cla Ngoc
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phi néi “Bat ké nguwoi 1a ai ciing cut di!”.

Lwu Thai Bao thay Thai Twong Mudi dang nhin, y khéng
thé dé méat mat, lién vd ngwc mot cai dinh danh tra. Luc 4y
tat cd nhirng ngwdi xim lai xem déu bi xua di hét, chi con
Lwu Thai Bdo. Y quyét dinh khéng di, trén go lai cé hai
vién sai quan cam con di t&¢i. Hai nguwoi day t& ciia Ngoc
phu déu noi:

“Duoc!

Quan nhan t&i réi, nguwoi cling dirng ngang tang, c 1én
nha mén D& dbc ma ndi chuyén!”. Lwu Thai Bao voi tw
nha:

“‘Khéng duoc! Ngwoi thong minh khéng chiu thiét trwée
mat, hdm nay minh khédng nhirng mudn thiét thoi, ma con
mudn mat mat!”.

Lac bay gi® trén go co tiéng ngudi goi:

“Nguwoi mai vé chuan bj di, tiéu thw sép ra téi réil”. Luu
Thai Bdo cang cam thay kho vi tinh, tham nha:

“Tiéu thw cling 1a ngwoi than thudc cta minh, hém qua
minh vira khodc lac v&i Thai Twong Mudi subt nira ngay,
ndi minh v&i Ngoc dai nhan Ia hao bang hiru, nay lai bi toi
t& nha dich clia ngudi ta dudi di méi that 1a mat mat !”. Luc
ay y voi tha tay 4o xubng, bwdc tdi gan hai ngudi day té

vong tay cuoi noi:
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“Hai vi an com chwa? Trd mai nghé nay dién that khdng
kém, phai khdng? Tiéu thw trong phd mudn ra day xem
sao? Tiéu thu thich xem nhirng thir v& nghé& nay, may hém
trwdc & trong nha Bire Ngi gia, t6i thay tiéu thw trong nay
xem D¢ Thiéu phu nhan bén d6 dién hoa thwong!”.

Hai vién sai quan dang tron mat, vira nghe Lwu Thai Béo
noi thé déu khéng tron mat niva, moét ngudi noi:

“Xin dirng sang phia déng, lat nia tiéu thw trong pha ra
t&i”. Lwu Thai Bao gat dau noi:

“Duoc, dwoc”. Y dwdng hoang thong tha di vé phia déng
may buéc réi ding lai, ké ngang nhin Thai Twong Mudi
cwdi cwdi. Thai Twong Mudi twa ho khdng thay vy, hai
ngwdi day t& cla Ngoc phu va sai quan cla nha mon Dé
déc cling déu ding xa xa nhin Lwu Thai Bdo. Bon ho hai
bén ndi cwdi, dwdng nhw khéng doan ra Lwu Thai Bao la
nhan vat thé nao.

Lac nay Thai Clru da cdm song thwong trén dat, budc day
thirng xong, trén déc cao lién xuat hién may bdc phu. Thai
Twong Mudi vubt dau toc, ndm vat 4o khién cai khan la
trang cling trai ra.

Lac nay trén dbc cao trwéc cdng ciia Ngoc phi da xuét
hién vi Tam tiéu thuw Ngoc Kiéu Long kia. Lwu Thai Bao

dirng & ché rat thich hop, vira ngang nhin da thiy Ngoc
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tiéu thw, y thay Ngoc tiéu thuw hdm nay khédng méc 4o
khoac, chi mdc mot cai 4o bao bang doan mau da xanh,
deo bao tay bang da rai ca. Thai Twong Mudi huwéng 1én
vai mot vai, Ngoc Kiéu Long hoi mim cwoi, cat tiéng trong
tréo nai:

“Dién di!”. Thai Twong Mudi lién phi than, hai chan da
dwng trén day thwng.

Luc 4y Thai Clru tranh qua mét bén, ciing khéng khua
thanh la, chi thdy Twong Mudi xiéu veo nhay I&n, tay muaa
chan phi, qua nhw oanh xuyén qua liéu, én lwdt trén song.
Lac Ay troi lai ddy may rwe r& nhw gam, nhivng nguoi gia
bdc phu trén dbc cao déu mé to mat nhin xubng cb gai
nhé dang lwon trén day nay, vi tiéu thw Ngoc Kiéu Long
kia lai hoi mim cw®i, ddi mat ngoc clia nang xoay theo
than ngwdi cua Thai Twong Mudi, hai vién sai quan va hai
nguwdi day t& dwdi dbc ciing déu ngan ra.

Lwu Thai Bao lai khéng nhin tai nghé cua Thai Twong
Muédi, y chi dé y t&i Ngoc Kiéu Long, cdm thay vi tiéu thw
nay that xinh dep, sang trong 16ng 13y, nhat la nang ludn
mim cw®i nhw hoa mau don sdp né, kiéu cwdi nay Thai
Twong Mudi khéng c6 dwoc. Lwu Thai Bao nhin ky Ngoc
Kiéu Long, lai nhin Thai Twong Mudi, ddng thdi nght thiéu

ni trén day luc nay chinh la ngwdi tinh bén anh dén dém
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qua, v lai bat giac cam thay tiéu hon, hai mat bi hai cé gai
lam cho xoay tron loan 1&n, quén hét viéc mat bao kiém,
tim gian tac, rira oan khuét.

Pang luc y thay lang lang, chot nghe rat nhiéu ngwoi kinh
hai la I1én 'Trdi oi!”, thi ra Thai Twong Mudi bi triot chan,
nhw mét dda hoa trén cay roi xudng, than hinh clia nang

lap tirc ndm song soai trén mat dat, ngat di.
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Vwong Do Lw

Ngoa H6 Tang Long
Hoi 2

Mua trwwong phong tiéu hoang hon danh lay ci
bat cung giang lwéi dém toi can ngwoi tai

Lap tlrc Thai Clru va t6i t& clia Ngoc pha déu kinh hoang
chay t&i. Tim Lwu Thai Bao ciling dap thinh thich loan Ién.
Y voi budc 18n thdy Twong Mudi tuy khdéng bi thwong
nhwng nga dap dau xudng dat, mat nham nghién, mat
trdng béch nhw da chét. Thai Clru cha nang thi giam chan
I&n tiéng khoc:

“Day that I1a hai téi roi! Toi chi cé dira con gai nay dé
song!”. Bdng nhién Lwu Thai Bao la 1én:

“Khdng sao, mat con ctr dong! Con clru dwoc!”. Moi ngudi
vira nhin, qua thay Thai Twong Mudi m& mat ra, nhwng
nwéc mat chay xudng, ciing khéc da 1én.

Thai Ctru thé dai ndo rudt, vai dam sai quan va téi t¢ trong
Ngoc phu néi:

“Con gai t6i bi thwong ndng thé nay, nha & lai cach day
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quéa xa, nam trén dwdng khéng dworc, xin khiéng né vao
pht, dwéi chudng ngwa ciing dwgc, cho né nghi ngoi mot
lic, swdi &m roi téi s& mang di”. Dam day t& trong Ngoc
phu déu noi:

“Duoc, dwoce, ta sé vao xin tiéu thw gidp nguoi, chac cod
thé cho con gai ngwoi vao nghi ngoi mét luc, ubng chat
nwéc girng, & trong phong swéi am cang tot!

Nguwoi dweng lo!”.

Luc 4y Ngoc Kiéu Long trén go da vao phd, may ngudi
day t& vao thinh thi hdi 1au méi cadm mét cai bao giay ra,
xubng go noi vai Thai Ciru:

“Tiéu thw trong phd néi con gai ngwoi nga bi thwong that
dang tiéc, nhwng lai néi trong pha khéng thé cho nguoi
khoéng c6 quan hé gi vao duwoc, thwdng cac nguwoi hai
muoi lwong bac. Chiéc xe nay la cda bon ta, nguwoi civ 1én
day, bon ta s& dwa con gai nguoi di. Cho nguoi sb bac
nay, cam lay dwdng thwong cho con gai!”. Lwu Thai Bao
nghe thé bat giac rat bat binh, khéng nhin dwoc, néi:

“Vi tiéu thw thich nén co6 ta méi dién, vi dién mai bi
thwong, mét tiéu cé6 nwong vao phi cac ngwoi nghi ngoi
mot luc thi cé gi ghé gm, sao vj tiéu thw kia déc ac nhw
thé!”. Thai Ctru lai rdi rit vai lay nai ni:

“Dwéi chubng ngwa ciing dwoc, ching t6i & ngoai Tién
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M6n xa qud, cho xe dwa vé thi con gai téi chét roi!”. Lwu
Thai Bao nghe cau 4y cadm thay rat nghi ngd, thadm nhu:
“R6 rang ho & Tich Thay dam phia tay khéng xa, sao lai
noi 1a & ngoai Tién Mén? Thai Clru nhat dinh mudn con gai
vao Ngoc phu duwédng thwong la co y gi ? Ky quai!”. Bon toi
t& ctia Ngoc phu lai lac dau quay quay néi “Khéng duoc!
Khéng dwoc! Tiéu thuw khdng cho cac nguwoi vao thi khéng
con cach nao”.

Thai Clru 16 vé tire gian, gat dau noi “Duwoc réil Tiéu thw da
khéng thwong ngwdi nghéo khd, ta ciing khédng con cach
nao. Ta cling khong thé dé con gai ta bi thwong nang nhuw
vay ma lac Iw ché di, ta cdng nd vé cling dwoc”, ndi xong y
nhan géi bac, cho tat ca Lwu tinh chuy, thanh la, day vao
bao vac trén lwng, cdng con gai dwdi dat 1én, dung dung di
vé phia Tay. Tay trai y kep hai cay thwong, nhw hoan toan
dung tay phai dé céng con gai, nhwng bwéc di vé cung
mau le. Thai Twong Mudi thi nam rii dau trén lwng cha,
nhin phia sau that dang thwong! VVira réi nang con trén day
nhan nhay nhw bay, bay gi¢ thi déng day mdot cai cling
khéng duworc.

RAt nhiéu ngudi & do déu ban tan, thwong xot, noi cd
nwong dé nga that khdng nhe, sau nay e khdng thé di day

dwoc nira. Lai c6 ngudi ndi Ngoc tam tiéu thw cling khéng
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khoi qua vé tinh, cho mét dlra con gai nha lanh vao phong
béc phu gia trong phu dwéng thwong cling khéng dang gi !
Lwu Thai Bao vira roi rat tirc gian, rat khod bé qua, ltc nay
thi y chi kinh ngac, vi cti dau nhin xudng mat dat thay
khéng c6 chut mau, ngay mét giot mau cling khéng co thi
lam sao ngat di dwoc? Nghénh cé nhin, thay Thai Clru di
nhién da céng Twong Mudi di xa, y cling di vé phia tay,
thdng t&i Tich Thay dam.

Lac nay trdi lai da hoang hén, bdn bé lai vang ngéat khéng
cé ai, bdng thay Thai Clru dat con gai xudng. Lwu Thai
Bao voi nup sau mot gbc liéu to Ién nhin, thay Twong Mudi
ngdi dwdi dat, ké cha nang nhin ra phia sau, thay khéng
co ai, Twong Mudi ding day, nhan song thwong twr tay
phu than bwdc di, lai di rAt nhanh, tré vé ngdi nha cii nat
kia.

Lwu Thai Bao bét giac cudi noi:

“Gidi IAm! That biét Itra ngudi, ta sé & day doi cd, biét dau
c6 lai ra di mua nuéc twong khéng chirng”. Luc 4y Luu
Thai Bao bén t&i chd ngdi nha, lai téi nup & blre twdng
cach trwdc can phong cli nhin trém, thay phong phia déng
da thap dén, nhwng y nghiéng tai Idng nghe ciing khéng
thay hai cha con néi chuyén. Lwu Thai Bao doi héi lau, troi

da tdi mit van khong thady Twong Mudi di ra, cling khéng
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thay Thai Ctru ra khdi ctra, y vé tay hai cai, bén trong cling
khéng ai dap, cang khdng thay cé hon gach nao ném tai.
Lwu Thai Bao hoi chan nan, bung cling da déi, bén nghi
c di &n com, ¢o gi luc quay lai hay néi, rdi quay di.

T&i cau Bire Thang, lai vao quan rwou nhd tdi qua ubng
rwou, ubng hét mot vo rwou, canh quan rwou nay 14 quan
ban mi va thanh tra, hon nira la chd cé nguwdi ké chuyén.
Lwu Thai Bao goi ra nira can banh hanh an, ké t&i noi ké
chuyén dao qua mét vong, thay dang ké chuyén “Banh
cbng an”. Lwu Thai Bao nhin ky mat cia hon hai muoi
ngwdi trong d6 nhwng khong thay Thai Clru dién Lwu tinh
chuy kia.

Ra khai noi ké chuyén y lai tdn bd t&i ber hd, ltc nay tir xa
vang t&i hai tiéng thanh la bao canh, tr&i tbi om, gié lanh
dac biét lanh. Lwu Thai Bao lai di t&i tredc ngdi nha nat
phuc xudng nhin vao trong, chi thy anh dén trong phong
phia déng da tat. Lwu Thai Bao lai v tay bop bop hai
tiéng, bén trong van khéng c6 héi am. Y Ui lai vai buwoec, lai
hang giong hat “O 1a 1a hay m& ctra ra! ....". M&i hat duwoc
mot cau lai im bat, tw nha “Dirng dé y chu y t¢i minh, minh
ct ch® dén khuya, nhay qua twong vao tham thinh hanh
ddng cla cha con ho”. K& lui ra vai buwéc, luc thi ngdi xém

xudng, luc lai deng 1én, IGc thi di di lai lai.
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Bdn phia hd bang lanh gié manh, cay cdi rao rao, nhw mot
thé gidi chét, chi co6 Lwu Thai Bao & dé. Lai qua hdi lau,
chot thay canh ctra tre mé ra, Lwu Thai Bdo voi nép vao
sau mot gbc cay. Ké thay trong clra cé6 mdt bong ngudi
budc ra, xem voc dang thi khéng phai la Thai Twong Mubi
ma |a cha nang, y ra cta roi thi di vé phia déng.

Lwu Thai Bao tw nha:

“Ky la that! Bay gi& da la canh ba, a0 nay lai dinh di dau?
Lac 4y Thai Clru di vé phia déng vai muwoi bwdce, Lwu Thai
B&o bén rén rén theo sau. Thai Ctru di rat nhanh, y ciing di
theo that nhanh. Rdi khdi bd ho, téi phd Birc Thang Mén,
lén phia bac lai ré qua phia déng, dé la dwdng Cé Lau
Tay. Lwu Thai Bao da hiéu ra, bén theo sat Thai Clru hon.
Lai di mét luc, thay Thai Clru I&n go cao, Lwu Thai Bao
thay budn cuwdi, nghi “Lao gia gidi 1am, qua nhién minh
doan khong sai”. Réi cling mop xudng I&n go.

Trén go chinh la pha vién ctiia Ngoc Chinh dwdng, ltc bay
gi® cbng l&n da dong chat, trwdc cdng khéng c6 ca mot
con chd, chi c6 tdm cay hoe, canh khd bi gié lanh théi khua
vU vu. Trén ngwdi Thai Clu vén mdc mot céi do bong 16n,
lic &y y c&i 4o bdng ra cudn lai dat 1én mot canh cay, quay
dau vé phia tay nhin nhin, bay gi® Lwu Thai Bao da nam

phuc xuéng d4t. Thai Clru thiy bdn bé khdéng cé ai bén
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tung ngwdi nhay 18n mai ngdéi Ngoc pha, trong chép mat
da khéng con bong dang. Lwu Thai Bao tw nha:

“Khéng biét 130 nay co y do gi? C6 18 mudn an trdm béo
vat gi d6. Minh ciing mudn 1&n d6 xem hanh déng cla Thai
Clru, nhwng lai khédng hay 1am. Néu giup Ngoc pha bat
gian tac ciing khéng cé gi hay ho, ma chwa chac nhw thé
da rira dwoc mbi nghi ngd 1a minh an trdm bao kiém, va lai
chi chudc oan thu vé ich véi Thai Ctru, khién Twong Mudi
dau Idng. Néu khéng giup Ngoc pha, chi ding trén néc
nha nhin, van nhat bi nguwdi ciia Ngoc pha bat dwoc minh
lai phai chiu téi chung v&i gian tac.

Lac &y y ngdi xbm dwédi dat mét lic, bédng nhién nghi ra
cha y, bén tw nha drng dé y di &n trdém, minh cr tam an
trdm cla y da! Y lién dirng day buéc qua lay cai 4o béng
to trén canh cay xubng, khoac 1&8n nguwdi réi chay xubng go
ngdi xbm & mot goc twéng nhin 1&n. Trong long cling rat lo
lang, so thuat da hanh ctia Thai Clru khéng cao, sai quan
trong nha Ngoc Chinh Budng lai nhat dinh khong it. Va lai
hai hém nay at ho ciing gia tam dé phong nghiém ngat,
van nhat ma ho bat dwoc Thai Clru, Twong Mudi 4t s& mo
cOi. Y nhin cham cham l&n go, qua héi 1au van khéng thay
bén trong c6 dong tinh gi, chot cé6 mdt cai bong nguwoi lai

tr néc nha nhe nhang dap xubng, chinh la Thai Ctru.
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Trong tay Thai Clru muwdng twong nhw cliing khéng mang
rwong hom bao goi gi an trdom dwoe, chan cham dat réi, y
lai t&i canh cay lay cai 4o bdng, lap tlrc ngan ngudi ra,
quay nhin bdn phia, lai lao xuéng go. Lwu Thai Béo cling
tung nguwdi nhay xudng, nam phuc xubéng & chan twdng
nhin theo cw®i, 1Am bam “L&o nhéc gia!

Ngwoi dirng budn buc, cai 4o béng clia nguoi ta dang
mac day ma!”.

Lac bay gio Thai Clru & dwai tim kiém khap noi hoi 1au,
cling mim cwdi ndi may cau tiéng l1é6ng giang ho, Lwu Thai
Bao nghe rat rd, y chi cwdi tham, khéng dap cau ndo. May
cau Thai Ctru ndi 1a “Bang hiru, ngwoi dirng dua niva, ra
day di, chung ta két ban! Hém nay ta chwa dac thd, khdng
tin ngwoi c luc soat nguwoi ta, dwoc cai gi thi cua nguoi
tat. Trovi lanh 1dm, khéng cd o béng khdéng duore, tra cai
4o bdng cho ta, ngay mai ta s& moi ngwoi ubng rueou I”. Y
ndi may cau ciing khéng ai tra 1, bén ndi gian chi may
tiéng nhwng ciing khédng dam & lai d6 lau, bén di vé phia
tay.

Lwu Thai Bao cling nhay xudng twdng, lai di theo y vé phia
tay. Thai Ctu phia trwdc thinh thoang lai ngoai dau nhin
nhin lai. Nhwng vi troi tdi den, anh sao lai qua mo, Luu

Thai Bao lai di cach qua xa, con an &n nip nup, nén y
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khéng sao nhin thay. Trong chdc lat da vé t&i Tich Thay
dam. Thai Clru vwot qua chd tworng dd vao nha. Lwu Thai
B&o drng nhin & b& ho héi lau, mai di téi gan trudc blre
twdng d6, nhin nhin vao trong. Chai phia déng ciing khéng
c6 anh dén, y bén c&i ao bong ra kep vao duwéi nach, tung
nguwdi vot qua birc twdng d6 vao trong. Chan vira cham
dat, cling khoéng I&n tiéng, y ron rén toi trwdc clra sé lang
tai nghe, bén trong chi nghe tiéng thé khe khé&, nhung
khoéng cé tiéng ngwdi. Lwu Thai Bao bén ngdi xdm xudng,
dinh chd cho ho ngl say sé vao trém cai rwong gd. Khdng
ng® vira ngdi xudng chot thay sau lwng dau nhéi, von la bi
nguwdi dung mui chan da y moét cai. Y dweng bat day lui lai,
thay phia sau 1a voc dang yéu diéu cla Twong Mudi, y
dang dinh cwdi, Thai Twong Mudi lai kéo y mét cai, luc ay
hai ngu®i lai ndi nhau vuwot twéng ra ngoai. Twong Mudi
chay vé phia tay, Lwu Thai Bao chay theo, t&i b& hé phia
tay, Lwu Thai Bao cudi noi:

“Mudi tlr dirng lai di! H6m nay cé dién trd con hay hon cé
may hdm trwdc, khdng nhivng di ddy ma con biét nam chét
dwdi dat, dang tiéc khéng qua duwoc mat ta. Co tinh sai roi,
mudn tra trén vao Ngoc phd con phai nhé vao mén nhan
tinh cla ta. Téi qua cd nho ta thi hdm nay khéng dén néi

ta d& cd nga mét cai khéng cdng, két qua van khéng vao
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dwoc cdng Ngoc pha!”. Néi xong y déc y cwdi, Thai Twong
Mudi x6 y mét cai noi:

“Vay la nguwoi giodi, dwoc khéng? Ta hoi nguwoi, gid nay
ngwoi t&i day lam gi?”. Lwu Thai Bao cuwdi noi:

“Ta mang ao boéng cho cha c6”. Thai Twong Mudi néi “Cha
ta ma&i roi tré vé rat tire gidn, 6ng cling doan la nguoi.
Nguwoi khdng phai la ban bé cia Chinh dwdng, bon ta da
thay rbi, ngwoi ciing 1a hang ngwdi nhw bon ta thdi I”. Lwu
Thai Bao nai:

“Vay ¢6 nhin sai r6i!”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Ta mét ntra la xin ngwoi, mot nira la khuyén nguwoi, tir
nay tr& di dirng can thiép vao chuyén cua bon ta dwoc
khéng?

Can thiép vao chuyén cua bon ta chéng co gi hay dau!”.
Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“C6 khoan hay doa ta, cac ngwoi yén tam, ta ma that tam
can thiép vao chuyén ctia cac nguoi thi mai réi co thé cha
c6 khéng vé dwoc dau”. Thai Twong Mudi cudi gan mot
tiéng, noi:

“Cha ta khéng so dau!”.

Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Hém nay chung ta néi thang ra di, lai lich cta ta cac nguoi

biét. Ta ciing khédng phai khéng c6 gbc gac, ta la sw pho
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day quyén trong phu Thiét Bdi lac, 1a Nhat doa lién hoa
Lwu Thai Bao, lai lich ctia ta chac ¢b cling hiéu rd, nén co
mau giao thanh béo kiém cho ta!”. Thai Twong Mudi nghe
cau ay khéng kim dwoc sirng sbt, voi noi:

“Nguwoi noi gi vay? Ta dau biét bao kiém gi ctia nguoil”.
Lwu Thai Bao cw&i néi:

“Dlrng lam ra vé ngay ngd!”. Thai Twong Mudi gidm chan
noi:

“Bon ta lam ra vé ngay ngd v&i nguoi lam gi?

Nguwoi dirng nghi ngd bon ta la an trédm”. Lwu Thai Bao
noi:

“Bon ngwoi la &n trdm hay khong béat k&, cir dwa thanh bao
kiém chém gang chat sat ay ra la xong!”. Thai Twong Mudi
voi gidm déi got sen, néi “Néi bay! Bao kiém gi ma chém
gang chat sat dwoc? Nguwoi dirng Itra dbi ngudi ta, bay
gi® c6 anh trang anh sao ta dam thé, néu bon ta lay trom
bao kiém clia nguoi thi hai cha con ta déu chét khéng toan
thay!”, néi t&i d6 nang nam phuc xuéng mét gbc liéu khoc
da lén, Lwu Thai Bao cling béat giac sirng sbt, budc toi
khuyén giai, noi:

“Cé dirng khoc, gio lanh ma cé méc &o rat méng, can than
kéo khoc hai nguoi 1dm!”.

Thai Twong Mudi gidm chan néi:
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“Vi ngwoi dd oan cho ta!”.

Lwu Thai Bao thd dai nai:

“Ta cling khéng chac la cac ngwoi an trdm, nhwng thanh
bao kiém Ay ciing khién ta bj oan ubng. Bay gi® troi toi
nhw vay, ché nay lai lanh nhw vay, ta cling khdong can noi
ky v&i c6. Ngay mai ban ngay ta lai t¢i, chung ta hay nai
cu thé twdng tan. HAm nay da ndi ra ca, vé sau chuyén
cda cac nguwoi ta quyét khéng can thiép vao, nhuwng ta
khuyén cac ngwoi dirng tim cach vao Ngoc phu nira, bon
ho khéng dé dua dau. Puoc roi, ¢d dirng khéc niva, vé di,
ngay mai gap lai!”, néi xong y dwa cai ao béng cho Twong
Mudi. Lac ay Twong Mudi cling khéng khoc niva, con cudi
noi:

“Thi ra ngwoi 1a Nhat déa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao! Ta da
nghe noi t&i nguwoi, con nghe ngudi ndéi vo nghé cla nguoi
con cao hon ca Ly M6 Bach !”. Lwu Thai Bao cuwdi noi:

“Ta ma la Ly Mo Bach thi ¢6 chinh la Du Tu Lién. Ho6m nay
hai ching ta da néi ca ra, dé vé sau sé la ngudi mot nha,
gan gli nhiéu hon chat niva, giup d& 1an nhau. Bwoc roi,
khéng can néi nhiéu, gié lanh qua, cé vé di | Ngay mai gap
lai”, n6i xong y di vé phia déng. Thai Twong Mudi di theo v,
con cwoi hi hi noi:

“Mai nguoi phai tdi, tdi téi mot chut maéi hay”. Lwu Thai
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B&o cuwdi r mot tiéng, téi trwde gian nha nat Twong Mudi
lai da Lwu Thai Bdo mét cude réi nhdy qua twdng vao
trong.

Lwu Thai Bao luc ay cling khdng kim dwoe cli dau tiu
nghiu, tw nhu:

V& van, phi strc trau ca nlra ngay, bat qua chi do ra cha
con nguwoi mai vo dung la gian tac, nhwng chuyén thanh
béo kiém van khéng c6 chat manh moi, vay thi lam sao? Y
twr tor di t&i pha Thiét Bbi l&c, luc &y da sap dén canh nam.
Lwu Thai Bao dinh nhay twdng vao, lai nghi khéng nén
nhw thé, néu bi ngwdi ta nhin thay thi cang nghi la minh an
trdm bdo kiém. Y lién quay di, xuyén qua dwdng phd vang
tanh khéng mét bong ngwdi, 1an mo trong bong t6i, dén khi
troi hirng sang té ra da tdi Tién Mén.

O hai bén Tién Mén c6 khéng it ngwdi dang doi cdng
thanh mé&, y ciing ngdi xém trong dam nguoi, doi hdi lau
cbng thanh m&i mé ra. Y ra khdi thanh, vao trong mét
phong tdm cho thué tdm rira rdi ngti mét gic thang dén
hai gi& chiéu, tinh day goi com an rdi ra khéi nha tam toi
Toan Hwng tiéu diém. Dwong Kién Puwdng ciing khéng &
trong phong quy, vi h6m nay la ngay mung mét thang
chap. Dwong Kién BPuwdng mo Phat, méi ngay ming mét,

mudi 1am y at phai mét ca ngay téi cac chua miéu thap
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hwong.

Lwu Thai Bdo & trong nay noi chuyén phiém véi may
ngwdi tiéu dau mét luc roi vao thanh quay vé phua Bai lac.
Trong ldng y rat bon chén. Ly Trwdng Tho & cung phong
lai lubn miéng cwdi dua, néi dém qua y khdong vé, nhat
dinh la ngu vai gai. Lwu Thai Bao cling khéng bién bach,
chi ngdi rau ri, chuyén thanh béo kiém y khéng tim ra chut
manh mdi, y chi con nght t&i Thai Twong Mudi. Dém qua
Thai Twong Mudi kéu khéc lam niing kiéu dé that dang
yéu. Y lai nghi d&m qua c6 ta gid v& bj nga ngat dé tim
céach tra trén vao Ngoc phu lai rat kha nghi, rét cudc la vi
chuyén gi ma ho ha quyét tam ghé gém vay, e quyét
khéng phai chi dé trém mot it tién bac. Lai nghi t&i vi Ngoc
tiéu thw hém qua bét luan thé nao ciing khéng cho Twong
Mudi vao phu, cling that ky quai! Trir phi hdm qua vi Ngoc
tiéu thw d6 phat hién ra Thai Twong Mudi gid v& nga bi
thwong? ... Ai cha, chuyén nay that ky quai, hay Ngoc tiéu
thw cling la mét nhan vat 1ong sang mat nhanh? Ha ha!
Chuyén nay cling rat c6 y nghia, ai dam chac cb ta khéng
dinh liu t&i chuyén trém kiém, minh cling phai tim cach
tham thinh xem.

Lac bay gi® trong cai dau day phién ndo cta y chot nhw co

mot canh clra mé& toang thédng ra mdt con dwong. Y lién

98



dirng day, tinh than tang gap boi. Poi Ly Trwéng Tho ra
khdi phong, y bén I3y tui Bach bao nang ra. Bach bao
nang nay la vay y dung qua lai giang hd mwdi nadm nay,
trong co6 chia khéa Van nang thwoc, bat luan éng khoa bén
chac t&i dau ciing cé thé m& dwoc, con c6 hda tap, bat ké
gi6 1&n t&i mirc nao cling co6 thé danh Ira dwoc. Ngoai ra
con cb tiéu dao, tiéu cau, than chi dé viét chir, phan trang
dé boi mat van van. Lac &y Nhat doa lién hoa Lwu Thai
Bao dung Van nang thwoc mé cbéng nha xe ra khéi ph,
thang t&i Tich Thay dam, thay rat nhiéu tré con dang trwot
bang dua gién, y vao thang ngdi nha nat, kéo canh clra tre
ra bwdc vao, thay phong phia ddng méc mét cai dng khoa,
y tw nhu:

Té ra hai cha con ho lai ra ngoai dién trd sao? T6i hém qua
gia bi nga rat nang, hém nay lai lanh ngay, lai biéu dién di
day, that khién nguoi ta ngd vuc.

Y mé& tdi 4y Van ndng thuwoc bwdc [8n mé khéda, lai thay &
chai phia bac c6 mét ba gia nghéo di ra, kéu 1én rat tho 16:
“Nay nay! Birng mé ctra nha nguwoi tal Cha con nguoi ta
khong ai & nha dau!”. Lwu Thai Bao quay lai cudi noi:
“Khéng sao dau, ta la cau cua Thai c6 nwong”. Luc ndi thi
y d4 m& xong 6ng khéa, buédc vao bén trong, thay hai

ngon thwong va Lwu tinh chuy, thanh la déu dat trén
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giwdng, chiéc rwong gb van dé trén giwdng.

Lwu Thai Bdo nhay I&n, dung Van nang thwoc mé 6ng
khoa chiéc rweong, mé nap rwong nhin vao, cdm thay rat
that vong. Von la bén trong khdng c6 gi, chi cé hai ba cai
quan 4o phu ni¥, vai mén trang strc va vai muoi lvong
bac. Lwu Thai Bao lai gi& ttrng moén trng moén 1€n xem ky,
lai 1y dwoc mdt phong thw Ién gitra chiéc quan lua xanh
trén in chir mau cham kiéu Phéng Téng viét “Céng van cua
huyén Hoi Ninh”, goi boc réat can than. Y rit to cdng van
bén trong ra xem, dai y 1a “Nay c6 Bd dich Thai Buc
Cwong cua ban huyén tap na Bach nhan hé ly Canh Luc
Nwong mang vé trj tdi, xin cac chau quan pha huyén doc
dwdng hét stre giup d& cho !”. Trén cdng van c6 dong an,
ta rd tudi tac, dang mao clha Thai Birc Cwong, khdng khac
gi Thai Clru dién tro Lwu tinh. Lwu Thai Bao khdng kim
dwoc kinh ngac nghi tham:

Minh di do xét khéng ng& lai do xét phai ngudi di do xét.
Té ra Thai Clru la nguw®i lam quan, Thai Twong Mubi di
day la giup d& cha nang pha an, nhwng ... khdng lam
dworc!

Lwu Thai Bao nh¢ lai viéc cha con Thai Bic Cwong nau
than trong giang ho, trdm phwong ngan ké tim cach lot vao

Ngoc phu cho téi viec dém qua Thai Birc Cwong Ién laut
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dot nhap vao Ngoc pha, y bén hiéu ra tat ca, nghi tham
“Khdng can ndi niva! Tén dai dao Bach nhan hd ly Canh
Luc Nwong hién nhat dih van con an nap trong Ngoc phd,
ho tim khéng dwoc chirng cr t6i pham, lai so Ngoc Chinh
dwdng oai nghiém nén maéi khédng dam ra tay bat bo!”.
Vra nght vira day nap rwong lai. Vira day nap rwong lai
nhw cl, khdng ngd ctra phong maé ra, Thai Twong Mubi
bwéc vao. Nang nhin thay Lwu Thai Bao 1én mé ruwong
cta cha con minh, 1ap tirc bién séc, nhin thang vao mat
Lwu Thai Bo. Lwu Thai Bao lai ngdi trén giwdng mim cuoi
noi:

“Bay gi® thi dwoc roi, cac nguwoi biét tén ho that cla ta, ta
cling biét rd lai lich cla cac ngwoi, ching ta cling la mot
hang ngwdi nhw nhau théi, nén gan giii nhau!”.

Thai Twong Mudi lai trieng mat, gan nhw hodng so, khé
Noi:

“Ngwoi da biét, bon ta ciing khédng con cach nao, chi xin
ngwoi dirng noi voi nguwoi ngoai, dirvng can thiép vao
chuyén cta bon ta la dwoc!”. Lwu Thai Bao néi:

“Ta dwong nhién khéng thé quéy réi cac nguwoi, cac nguoi
la lam viéc quan. Va lai cha con cac ngwoi ngan dam xa
x6i t&i Bac Kinh, bd cdng diéu tra vu an I&n nhw vay that

khéng dé. Nhwng trong ldng ta phién muén tréng trai, Dé
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dbc Ngoc dai nhan chuyén quan viéc bat trdm cwop,
chang I& trong phl cla ho c6 chira chap cwéong dao hung
pham gi sao ? Xin cé néi cho ta nghe, trong ldng ta hiéu rd
roi, ta sé di”. Thai Twong Mudi voi noi:

“Nguwoi mau di di, lat nira cha ta sé vé téi, ngudi khdng
cho ta ndi lai lich that véi ngudi ngoai, chi so bi quéy rdi vu
an nguwoi lam. Nguwoi cling biét ta quen biét nguwoi, t6i qua
ta ké lai lich ciia ngwoi cho cha ta nghe, nhwng cha ta noi
nl Lwu Thai Bao la biéu dé cia Than thwong Dwong Kién
Puwong, cung bon v&i Ly M6 Bach, Ly M6 Bach lai la nguoi
mdbt nha véi Canh Luc Nwong”. Lwu Thai Bao v cung kinh
ngac noi:

“Ly M6 Bach va nguwdi ma cac ngwoi dang lung bat 1a
ngw®i mot nha w?”. Thai Twong Mubi gat dau noi “Bon ho
déu la nguwoi phai V6 Dang”. Lwu Thai Bao néi “Ky quai!
C6 ¢t noi that rd rang cho ta biét, Bich nhan hé ly Canh
Luc Nwong rét cudc la day té& hay than thich cia Ngoc
phi. C6 ndi di, ta co thé gitp cha con ¢d pha an!”.

Thai Twong Muéi lai x6 y ndi “Ngwoi mau di di! Khoang tbi
mai ngwoi hay tdi, ta nhat dinh néi twéng tan véi nguoi”,
ndi xong ct lién tiép xd6 day nan ni, day Lwu Thai Béo ra
khoi phong.

Lwu Thai Bado ngan ra mot luc réi cudi cwdi, nhin vao
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phong ndi “Dwoc, ngay mai gap lai!l”. Thai Twong Mudi
trong phong ndi “Ngay mai canh hai ngwoi hay t&i, dang
ngoai cdng doi ta, dirng vo tay cling dirng hat ho”. Lwu
Thai Bao cudi cudi, ra khdi cong, men theo bd hé di. Y lai
khéng di ra ma di t&i bd séng, dirng sau gbc cay liéu to,
nhin qua bén kia. Nhin sudt ntra ngay thi thay Thai Clru
Thai BPlrc Cwong quay vé, dang vé rat voi va nhw co
chuyén gi gap, y day canh clra tre di vao nha. Lwu Thai
Bao van drng sau gbc liéu nhin qua, doi mét ltc béng
thdy canh ctra tre lai mé ra, Thai Birc Cwong phia trwéec,
Twong Mudi phia sau, lan lwot di ra. Trong tay Twong
Mudi con cam ddi Song thwong.

Lwu Thai Bao thay thé rat kinh ngac! Luc nay vi da chiéu,
ca bau troéi déu 1a anh rang sang ruwc, nhwng dang vé hai
cha con nay lai nhw sap di mai vd. Lwu Thai Bao cling
dong than di theo, thang t&i dwédng 1&n thi di 18n phia bac
vé huwéng Birc Thang Mén. Giay lat ra khéi Birc Thang
Mén, Lwu Thai Bao rat kinh ngac, thAdm nght:

Ho cam song thwong troi tdi nhw vay ma di ra khdi thanh,
la dinh Iam gi? Y lién theo ho di ra ngoai thanh, luc bay gi®
c6 rat nhiéu khach budn ban ngudi thén qué déu Id lwot di
ra ngoai thanh, nguoi rat 1dn xon.

Cha con ho Thai di phia trwéc lai quay dau vé nhin phia
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sau, nhwng Lwu Thai Bao tra trén trong dam nguwdi nén
khéng bi ho nhin ra. Giady lat da ra ngoai 6, van di vé phia
bac, di khoang hai ba dam, phia trwéc cé cai go dat vang
cao nam sau trwong, ngudi Bac Kinh & noi nay goi la Thé
thanh, la di tich twdng thanh thdi Liéu Kim, trén go cay coi
moc um tum, khéng tién qua lai. Chi théy cha con ho Thai
cam thwong men theo bac tam cap di I&n, hai cha con vira
t&i chd cao, Lwu Thai Bao & phia sau khdng cé cach nao
an nup. Thai Twong Mudi nhin xudng thiy Lwu Thai Bao,
vdi ndi cho cha biét, Thai Birc Cwong lién di xuéng don
Lwu Thai Bao, vong tay noi:

“Lwu gia! Hdm nay theo bon ta t&i day 1a mubn xem nao
nhiét sao?”. Lwu Thai Bao ciling vong tay cw®i néi “HOm
nay ta ddc biét t&i xem xem Thai Ban dau nguwoi dai trién
ky tai, bat tén cwdp lon!”.

Thai buoc Cwong noi:

“Khéng dam! Pai danh cta Lwu gia da biét to 1au, hién la
sw pho day quyén trong phi Bbi 1ac, cling 1a mét vi quy
nhan rdi. Lai lich cla huynh dé da bi Lwu gia do ra, ta ciing
khéng can che gidu nira. Huynh dé lam dwong sai huyén
H6i Ninh Cam Tuc hon hai mwoi nam, cliing da pha khéng
it trong an, nhwng chwa 1an ndo chiu bo tay nhw lan nay.

Chi vi hién tén gidc nay an nau trong nha mét ngudi quy
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hién, bon ta nhin thay y thi ma ciing khdng dam ra tay. Tén
gian tac nay vé nghé tinh théng, phi thiém tau bich khéng
gi khéng biét, néu hém nay khéng bat dwoc lai dé v thi
chay thoat, chl nhan cla y thi nhat dinh sé ndi ngwoc Ia ta
cé y vu khdng y thi. Cht nhan nha y thi quyén thé cuc to,
néu ta day vao y thi tinh mang cla ta ciing khéng dam
bao. Vi vay ta da tén nhiéu cédng strc méi hen dwoc voiy
thi hém nay tai day ty v trwc tiép, lat nira thi sé téi. Giao
th( xong, néu y thi thua sé tinh nguyén bé tay cho bat, néu
ta thua thi phai tré vé ban huyén gap huyén quan nhan toi,
tor chirc sai st, khong dbi dau vai y thi niva”.

Lwu Thai Bdo nhin quanh thay khéng c6 ai bén héi khé:
“Thai Lao Ban dau nguoi luc dau da lam sai réi, nguwoi toi
Béac Kinh sao khdng t&i nha mén giao cong van ?”. Thai
BPwc Cuong noi:

“Ta chi dwa c6ng van cho huy&n Uyén Binh nhwng khéng
c6 hiéu qua, gian tdc an nau trong tw phi ctia Bé dbc
Chinh dwéng dai nhan, huyén Uyén Binh ciing khédng dam
phai ngudi t&i kham xét!”. Lwu Thai Bao lai hai:

“Pham nhan la nam hay ni&r ? Y &n nau trong Ngoc phd
lam gi?”. Thai Buoc Cwong noi:

“Pham nhan Bich nhan hd ly Canh Luc Nwong la mot

nguwdi dan ba hon ndm muwoi tudi, 1a tén cwdp Ién ndi
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danh viing Thiém Cam ba mwoi ndm nay. V6 nghé cia y
thi theo phai V& Dang, chuyén diém huyét, vén cung mot
phai v&i Giang Nam Hac”. Lwu Thai Bao giat minh, Thai
buc Cuwong noi:

“Vén gan mwdi ndm nay y thj da mai danh an tich khéng
biét di dau, nhwng sau ndm trudc, trong huyén bon ta dét
nhién xuat hién mot ba gia chuy&n cham ctru chiva bénh.
Tw khi ba gia nay t&i thi trong huyén lién tiép xay ra hai ba
vu 4n mang, c6 hai dai than si déu bj giét, ta tim nhiéu
cach diéu tra mai biét 1a do y thj gay ra. Y thj chinh la Bich
nhan hé ly Canh Luc Nwong! Ta tim cach di bat y thj, tram
phwong nghin ké, cé vo ta gilp ma ciing khdng phai 1a dbi
thl cta y thi. Vo' ta chét dwéi cwong dao cla vy thi, ta cling
bi diém trang huyét, danh dé y thj ung dung trén dil”.

Lwu Thai Bao lai héi:

“Y thi la mét tén giac nhw vay, sao lai tra trén vao Ngoc
pha dwoc? Cac nguwoi lam sao do ra dwgc?”. Thai Blac
Cuwong noi:

“Tinh hinh chi tiét khé ma biét dwoc. Sau khi Bich nhan hd
ly bé trén, cang khéng cé tam tich. Ta bj diém huyét, diéu
dwéng hon nira ndm mai khdi. Vo ta da mét, khéng ai
gilp nén ta bén dem vé nghé truyén thu cho con gai

Twong Mudi.
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Nhwng ta khéng lic nao quén viéc lung bat gian tac va tra
thu cho vo. Mua déng nam ngoai ta nhan céng van cua
huy@n ra ngoai tim gidc, mang con gai dén khap noi mai
v®, tat ca chau quan phd huyén déu di qua, nhwng ciing
khéng thay tung tich cha Bich nhan hé ly. Mai dén thang
trwdc toi Bac Kinh mai diéu tra ra Bich nhan hd ly dang an
nau lam béc phu trong phtd Ngoc dai nhan, hon nira la boc
phu rat cé quyén thé. Thai thai va tiéu thw ctia Ngoc Chinh
dwdng déu rat tin nhiém y thi, ngwoi nght xem, bon ta lam
sao co thé ra tay duwoc?”.

Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Cac nguwoi da khéng vao dwoc Ngoc phi dé bat y thi ma
lai goi y thi t&i day ty vd, cac nguoi sé thang chr?”. Thai
BPwc Cuong noi:

“Khéng phai ta hen y thi ma la y thi hen ta. H6m qua con
gai ta gia chét trwdc cdng Ngoc pha, cd y tra trén vao
Ngoc phui dé dé bat y thj, y thj di nhién hiéu rd, vi vay dan
tiéu thw d6 bat luan thé nao cling khéng cho con gai ta vao
cbng.

Hom ta Ién vao Ngoc phu vy thi cling biét. Y thj so bon ta
ct lang nhang nhw vay thi viéc &n nau cda y thj sé bi bai
16, nén sang nay mua chudc mot tén tiéu khat cai trén phd

tim ta dwa mét phong thw ...”. Lwu Thai Bao nghe néi vay
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khong kim dwoc giat nay minh, lai nghe Thai Birc Cuong
noi tiép:

“Trong thw y thj viét 1a hai gi& trra hém nay gdp mat & day
dé ty vo, bon ta t&i trwdc gi hen nhwng doi ca nira ngay y
thi van chwa té&i. Bon ta danh vao thanh, nhwng vira toi
phd 1&n Birc Thadng Mén, lai gap tén tiéu khat cai dy, y noi
y vira gap ba gia kia, y thi néi 1a déi dén giira khuya, & Thd
thanh nay ...”. Lwu Thai Bao voi hai:

“La thw cta Bich nhan hé ly nguoi cé mang theo khéng?
C6 thé |4y ra cho ta xem but tich cta y thi dwoc khdong?”.
Thai birc Cuwong noi:

“Nguwoi khdng can xem, |4 thu dy 1a dung dau cay hwong
da dét dé viét, tu tich rat me. Canh Luc Nwong dung la
gian tac chuyén nghiép, y thj lam gi cling cAn mat, khéng
16 vét tich.

Luc dwa phong thw cho tiéu khét cai cling chi la & ngoai
phé cho may déng dé thué dwa thw, nén tiéu khat cai do
cling khéng biét lai lich va chd & cua vy thi”.

Lwu Thai Bao ngan ra mét luc, lai noi:

“Thai Ban dau, khéng gidu gi nguoi, ching ta la cung hoi
cung thuyén, ta hién dang truy tim ké &n trédm bao kiém
cta Thiét Sw. M@i réi nghe ngwoi néi qua, thi hai ching ta

cung tra xét mét vy an.

108



Puworc réi, hdm nay chung ta giup d& 1an nhau, chi can
Bich nhan ho ly t&i, chung ta sé tim cach bat gilr y thi, sau
do ta cam béo kiém vé, nguwoi gidi pham nhan di. Doi y thi
t&i day, moi nguwdi déu phai cd hét siee méi dwoc”. Luc hai
ngwdi trd chuyén, Thai Twong Mudi cling xuéng thanh dat,
dwrng sau lwng cha.

Thai BPirc Cwong luc bay gid thay co tro tha cling rat cao
hirng, bén nhan ngon thwong tlr tay con gai dwa Lwu Thai
Bao nai:

“Lwu huynh, huynh khéng mang theo binh khi, ngon
thwong nay I1a cho huynh dung day! Bich nhan hé ly hung
han vd cung, huynh phai ngan van lan can than &ng pho,
dé phong thuat diém huyét cta y thil”. Lwu Thai Bdo cudi
noi:

“Diém huyét ta cling khéng so, vi trén nguoi ta khéng co
huyét ma diém, nhwng ta va tiéu c6 nwong day mdi nguoi
dung mdt ngon thwong thi ldo ca huynh dung cai gi? Viéc
giao dau chinh phai do huynh d&m dwong, bon ta bat qua
chi la tro tha, chang 18 dén ltc dé huynh tay khéng bat giac
sao”. Thai birc Cwong thao Lwu tinh chuy & lwng ra néi:
“Ta c6 cai nay du dich v&i y thi, huynh va con gai ta & hai
bén, mbi ngwdi con cd ndm ngon phi tiéu”. Lwu Thai Bao

lai noi:
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“Ta khéng biét st phi tiéu, dung thwong lai rat vung vé, chi
bang c& dwa Lwu tinh chuy cho ta. Khéng gidu gi huynh,
chung ta dang la cung hdi cung thuyén, khéng nhirng bay
gio cung lam moét vu an ma trwdc kia ta cling tieng mai vo,
cung tirng dién Lwu tinh chay”. Thai Twong Mudi phia sau
khéng nhin dwgc, phi cwdi. Lwu Thai Bao nhan Lwu tinh
chly, cha con Thai Birc Cwong méi nguwdi st dung mot
ngon thwong, chuan bj san phi tiéu trong ngudi, dé dén luc
can thi cé ngay.

Ba nguwdi déu rat khan trwong, cung liéc nhin vé phia nam
Thé thanh, lic &y da hoang hén, trén dwdng I&n ngoai 6
da khéng c6 ngwdi qua lai. DPwa mat nhin mét luc, Lwu
Thai Bao bén chay xudng thanh dat, nhdm thdng phia nam
chay may buwéc. Chot thiy phia trudc mat cé6 mot ngudi
lwng cong chdng modt cay trwong 1do dao di rat cham,
giébng nhu mét ba gia. Lwu Thai Bao lién phuc ngwdi nam
sép dwdi dat, tay nam chéat Lwu tinh chay.

Giay lat ngwdi phia trwdc téi gan, vi trdi tdi nén khéng
thay rd méat mdi, nhwng dang vé gia nua ph& phac khéng
khéi khién Lwu Thai Bao sinh nghi tw nhi “Dwng lam 1&
chuyén, néu |I& danh chét ba gia nha qué thi that hdng
bét!”.

Vi vay ltc ba gia chdng trwong di qua bén canh y ciing
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khédng dam ha tha. Luc bay gi® Thai Birc Cwong, Thai
Twong Mudi cling déu chay xudng thanh dat, mdi nguoi
cam mot ngon thwong sat cadn ngay dwdng I&n. Thai Doc
Cuwong chivi to mét tiéng “Bich nhan ho ly, hdm nay con
mudn chay trén sao? Mau s&m chiu tréi!”. Thai Twong
Mudi ciing ham hwc noi:

“Hém nay ta phai bao thu cho me ta méi dwoc!”. Luc ay
Lwu Thai Bao phia sau ti t&r bo t&i, chi thiy ba gia dé chot
thdng lwng lén, than nguoi von rat cao, gio' cay truong
trong tay 1&n thuc xudng dat choang mét tiéng, thi ra cay
trwong cda y thi bang sat, phat ra am thanh the thé, néi:
“Thai Clru, nguoi that quéa coi thwdng ta! Luc dau ta vi
hanh hiép trwong nghia maéi giét may ngwdi, nguoi lién
blrc ta khéng c6 chd dung than, ta dau than vao Ngoc phd
da nam nam, an phan gitr minh, khéng hon thua voi ai
nira, nguwoi ha tt phai tv Cam Tuc t¢i Bac Kinh blc ép
ta? HAm qua con gai ngwoi co hd mudn tra trdn vao Ngoc
pha, mudn vach tran gbc gac cla ta, ngwoi that la doc ac!
Bay gi® khédng néi gi khac niva, ta dang mubn tinh mang
cua cha con nguoi!”.

Y thi ndi t&i do, Thai Twong Mudi da vung thwong dam toi,
choang mét tiéng bj thiét trwong cha Bich nhan hé ly gat

ra, thwong cla Thai Birc Cuwong ciling déng théi dam tai,
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Bich nhan hod ly cling vung trwgng d& gat. Hai ngon
thwong cla hai cha con nhw dan mudi rao rao chot trén
chot dwéi danh thang tdi, Bich nhan hd ly thi thiét trwong
nhw mét vang may den che kin than hinh, khién hai ngon
thwong phia trwdc khdng sao dac thi. Chi nghe vu vu vu,
choang choang choang, hai thwong mét trwong danh nhau
hon muwdi hiép khédng phan thang bai.

Nhwng lic 4y Bich nhan hd ly chi lo trwéc mat, khdng ngdr
chat mét tiéng, bi mét qua Lwu tinh chuy khéng biét cla ai
danh trang héng. Bich nhan hé ly nhin dau tung ngudi vot
qua bén canh, Lwu Thai Bao da nhw mét con khi mua cap
Lwu tinh chlly danh t&i. Bich nhan ho ly tién mét bwéc,
thiét trwong quét vao swon trai ciia Lwu Thai Bao, Luu
Thai Bdo cdm thay té ran ca ngudi, voi nga xubng dat lan
16ng 16c nhw mdt qué cau ra that xa, chiéu nay goi la Twu
dia thap bat cbn, chuyén pha diém huyét.

Lac bay gi® vu va vu, Thai Twong Mudi lién tiép phong hai
ngon phi tiéu, déu bj Bich nhan hd ly gat ra, hai cha con
song thwong lai xéng l1&n danh téi tp, nhwng than hinh
Bich nhan hé ly né tranh réat linh hoat, déng thoi thiét
trwong cda y thi cling that xuat quy nhap than, khién cha
con ho Thai khédng cé cach nao dac thu. Bich nhan hé ly

vira mua trwong vira cadnh cao “Bon tiéu ti! Ta sé diém
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huyét day!”. Pang néi thi chat mét tiéng, phia sau lai c6
mot qua Lwu tinh chily danh t&i trang ¢, 1éch mot chit 1a
trung gilra gay. Y thi tlrc gian xoay nguw®i vung truong,
Lwu Thai Bao lai I&n xudng dat.

Ldc nay, Bich nhan hd ly tire tbi 1dng 16n dién cudng,
ngoac miéng churi to, vira mua trwegng hé than, vira quay
nguwoi thao chay, vi thj thiy sau lwng va cd déu rat dau,
biét dbi phwong nhiéu ngui, khdng dé thia thang, danh
tim cach thoat than. Luc bay gi& vu vu hai ngon phi tiéu
danh t&i, tuy déu lai bi gat ra, nhwng song thwong cda cha
con ho Thai danh rat, lai thém Lwu Thai Bao thoat an thoat
hién, c& & sau lwng dung Lwu tinh chuy pha réi trvong
phap cua thi.

Bich nhan hé ly v cung gian di¥, can rang chju dau, danh
trwdc do sau, mua trwong nhw bay, lai thinh thoang ra
chiéu diém huyét, mudn diém nga mot hai ngudi. Nhung
cha con ho Thai da s&m dé phong thj diém huyét, vi vay
ludn ludn né tranh. Hai ngon thwong lién két cung tan
cong, hai bén rng hop khién thiét trwong cta Bich nhan
ho ly khéng sao thira co. Lwu Thai Bao lai biét Twu dia
thap bat cén, cho du bi diém trang huyét dao thi nhiéu I&m
y cling chi bi dau mdt chat, 1&n dwdi dat 1a co thé ty giai

khai dwoe Vi vay Bich nhan hé ly khdng biét lam sao, bj ba
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nguwoi vay chat, cho du y thi vdé nghé cao cwdng ciing kho
long tha thang, kho 1ong trén thoat.

Thai Birc Cwong vira thay déi thwong phap vira cao hirng
quat:

“Con gai!

Lwu dai ca! C6 stre 18n, hdm nay phai bat mu ta bang
dwoc!”. Bich nhan hé ly cling ngoac miéng chiri to, mua
trwong nhw bay. Banh dwoc bdn ndm chuc hiép, Bich
nhan ho ly nhan luc so hé lién chay 1én thanh dat. Thai
B¢ Cwong phia trwéc, Twong Mubi va Lwu Thai Bao
phia sau dudi theo sat got.

Luc bay gi& bdng nghe mét trang tiéng vé ngwa, tir phia
nam c6 mot con ngwa phong téi, Bich nhan ho ly trén
thanh chay thang t&i dén con ngwa, miéng kéu to:

“Do dé! bé dé! Mau t&i gitp ta!”. Lwu Thai Bao bat giac
kinh ngac noi:

“Mu gidc nay té ra con cé dd dé!”. Thai Birc Cwong noi
“Bat ké y Ia ai cling bat lai!”, luc &y ba nguwdi lai chay
xudng déc thanh, déu cdm binh khi dudi theo.

Luc &y ngwa da téi, nhe anh trang hoi sang, co thé thay
thap thoang 1a mét con thanh ma. Nguwdi trén nguwa cling
mac ao xanh, Thai Twong Mudi phdng phi ti€u danh,

nhwng nguwoi trén ngwa chup dwoc phéong tré lai, ngon phi
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tiéu bay sat qua tai Lwu Thai Bao khién y that kinh la “Troi
oi” mét tiéng. Nguwdi trén ngwa lién rat kiém nhay xubng
san t&¢i nghénh dich. Thai Birc Cwong noi:

“Mau dwa Lwu tinh chuy cho ta!”. Y va Lwu Thai Bao dbi
binh khi, Lwu Thai Bao cam thwong hang hai xéng 1én
chvi:

“Tiéu tlr ngwoi 1a ai? Mau khai tén bao ho!”.

Nguw®i ao xanh khong néi gi, Lwu Thai Bao xoay thwong
dam, ngudi 4o xanh vira vung kiém nhe nhang gat ra thi
nghe cach mdt tiéng, ngon thwong trong tay Lwu Thai Bao
bi chém thanh hai doan. Y v6 cung hoang s¢, quay ngudi
chay ra, noi:

“Té ra bao kiém la bi ngwoi an trom!”. Ngwdi 4o xanh san
lén dudi theo, Thai Twong Mudi vung thwong dam ra, cach
mot tiéng, ngon thwong lai bi chém thanh hai doan. Thai
Twong Mudi voi phong phi tiéu, nhwng lai bi nguwdi ao xanh
bat dwoc. Thanh bdo kiém chép I&n trén dau Thai Twong
Mudi, nang voi phuc ngudi xubng, ngudi do xanh thira thé
tung cwdc da Thai Twong Mubi bay sang moét bén. Thai
Prc Cwong vii ddng Lwu tinh chiy san vao, ngudi 4o
xanh tranh qua qua chuy, vung kiém chénh chéch chém
t&i, Thai Pirc Cwong voi lach ngudi tranh qua, san vao

may buwéc, bdn miii cwong tiéu lién tiép phéng ra, déu bi
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ngwdi 4o xanh vung kiém gat roi xudng dat. Thai Buc
Cwong ca s¢ hai:

“‘Nguwoi la ai?”. Y chwa dit [&i thi ngwdi ao xanh phong
mé&t ngon phi tiéu bat dwoc phong tra, Thai BPic Cwong 6i
chao mdt tiéng nga nglra ra dat. Luc bay gi® Lwu Thai Bao
chay 1&n ché cao nhat mét mé gach da ném loan xudng,
nhwng déu bi ngwdi 4o xanh né tranh. Thai Twong Mudi
nhat doan thwong gay lai xdng vao liéu mang v&i ngudi 4o
xanh. Nguwoi 4o xanh vung bao kiém chép 1én trén dau
Thai Twong Mudi, mot cwédc da Twong Mudi nga ngtra.
Luc ay Bich nhan hé ly Canh Luc Nwong dirng mot bén da
lay lai hoi, vung thiét trvong san téi noi:

“Phai giét tat ca bon chung méi cé thé nhd cd tan gbc!”,
nhwng nguwdi ao xanh can lai, kéo y thi Ién ngwa, ung dung
thu bao kiém lai, vung roi quat ngwa phi thang vé phia
nam.

Lwu Thai Bao & dang sau vdi dudi theo, nhin thay sap dudi
kip ngwa, y bén goi to mét tiéng:

“Tiéu t&! Mau dem kiém trd lai pht Bdi 1ac, néu khédng Nhét
doa lién hoa s& sém t¢i mudn 1y mang nguoil”. Hai ngudi
trén ngwa ca mot cau cling khéng dap, van phi thang vé
phia nam. Lwu Thai B&o dinh dudi theo nhwng khéng con

strc, y ding lai thd hdn hén quay lai, trong l16ng thap thém
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tw nhu:

“Lao Thai bi thwong that khdng nhe, khéng biét Twong
Mudi co bi gi khbng?”. Y tirng budc, tirng budce tré la
thanh dat, chi nghe mét trang khéc I6¢ ai 0an, 1a tiéng khéc
cua Twong Mudi, “Cha oi! Cha oi ...".

Lwu Thai Bo vd cung kinh hai, vdi chay t&i gan thi thay
Twong Mubi phu phuc trén nguwdi cha nang khéc Ién. Luu
Thai Bao kinh hai nai:

“Sao vay?”. Y budc 1én quy xubng nam tay Thai Boc
Cwong thay da lanh ngat, lai bat mach thay mach da
dirng. Lwu Thai Bao ham hwe néi “Vay cling hay! Nguoi
trong phtt Ngoc Chinh dwdng giét chét Bd dau & huyén
ngoai t&i diéu tra, vu kién ndy chung ta khéng kién khéng
dwoc!”. Thai Twong Mudi nén khoc, thut thit noi:

“Kién gi chi»? Cho du nha mén hdi t&i gian tac, chung ta
cling khéng dam nai ral Néu ndi ra, Tri huyén huyén Uyén
Binh ciing khéng dam theo bam that, gian tac khéng bat
ma Ngoc Chinh dwdng sé tlrc gian tri chung ta tdéi danh vu
khéng!”.

Lwu Thai Bao nghién rang ngan ra mét luc, gat dau noi:
“C6é nghi cling rat chu dao, khéng then Ia con gai Ban dau.
Hién cha c6 chét rdi, khéc cling vd dung, sau nay chung ta

sé& tim cach bao thu cho vy, lung bat hung tha 1a duoc.
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Hién cac ngwoi cé mang céng van theo khéng?”. Thai
Twong Mudi noi:

“Cébng van dang ¢ trong nguwdi ta”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:
“Duoc roi! Vay chung ta mau dem thi thé clia cha co ra
ngoai thanh, bao quan kiém nghiém. Dén luc d6 cé khéng
can néi nhiéu, néu ai héi ta la thé nao cr ndi ta la cau cla
c6”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Cau khoéng hay, ta sé& néi nguoi 1a hdo bang hiru cia ta!”,
Lwu Thai Bao gat dau noi:

“Nai gi cling dwgc, cd hay nhat nhirng doan thwong gay
dwdi dat 1én dil Bo cling 1a chirng c&”. Thai Twong Mudi
bubn ba vang mot tiéng, mo dwdi dat nhat may doan
thwong bi chém gay. Luc by gid Lwu Théai Bao cdng xac
Thai Birc Cuwong di trwée, Twong Mudi di sau, cung roi
thanh dat di vé phia nam.

Lwu Thai Bao vtra di vira khuyén nhu an ti Twong Mudi,
nhwng trén dwong di Twong Mudi khdng nglrng than khoc.
Lac ay troi da mo tbi, gié & ngoai thanh lai théi rat manh,
bdn bé t6i mit mung, ngay mdt ngon dén ciing khdng thay.
DPén khi t&i khu vwee ngoai céng thanh Bire Thdng Mén thi
nghe tréng canh hai, clra hiéu hai bén phan I&én da déng
ctra. Toi tredc quan sanh, Lwu Thai Bao dat xac Thai Birc

Cuwong xubng dat rdi bwdc vao goi “Céac lao gia, mau ra
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xem xem! Vira c6 an mang!” Trong quan sanh cé mét lao
gia trirec ban va hai linh gac, vira nghe néi xay ra an mang,
tat ca déu giat nay minh.

Lwu Thai Bao dinh hdi l1ay cdng van cta huyén Hoi Ninh
nhwng thdy Thai Twong Mudi dang khoc tdm tire, bén noi:
“Ngudi chét 1a Ban dau Thai BPirc Cwong dwoc huyén Hoi
Ninh Cam Tuc phai t&i bk truy bat dai gian téc Bich nhan
ho ly Canh Luc Nwong. Pay 1a Thai Twong Mudi con gai'y,
Nhat déa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao ta 1a hdo bang hiru cia vy,
la sw pho day quyén & phu Thiét tiéu Bbi lac. Dai chuédng
quy Duwong Kién Buwdng ctia Toan Hung tiéu diém ngoai
Tién Mén 1a biéu huynh cda ta. Thiét chwéng Ngii Bire gia
& Doéng thanh [a ban than cua ta. Vi Thai Ban dau biét dai
gian tac Bich nhan hé ly dang &n nau trong mét phu dé
I&n, néi chung 14 rét to, ta ciing khéng biét ré. Hém nay
may gdp & dau phd, Thai Ban dau biét dai gian tc Bich
nhan héd ly ra khéi Blrc Thang Mén, y bén nhé ta giup, y
dat theo con gai, ching ta ba ngudi ra khéi thanh dubi toi
thanh dét thi bao vay dwoc Bich nhan hé ly. Ching ta vira
dinh ra tay bat y thj, khéng ng® n gian tac dé lai dam
chdng lai quan sai, ching ta phai giao thi véi y thi, dang
sap bat dwoc y thj thi khdng ngd mét cwdng dao khac lai

phéng ngwa den t&i, nguwdi nay la dé dé cta Bich nhan ho
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ly, vi tréi t6i den, dang vé cla y ching ta khéng nhin thay
rd, nhwng dai khai y tudi khdng nhiéu, cling 1a tén gian tac
dang an nau trong phi dé Ién dé. Y st mét thanh bao
kiém, 130 gia nguoi cé thé nhé ra! Thanh bao kiém y st
chinh la thanh bao kiém chém gang chat sat may hém
trwéde trong pha Bdi 1ac ching ta bi méat. Bé déc Chinh
dwdng dang dbc thac ngudi truy tim, vi vay chém dut
dwoc tat ca vo khi clia bon ta”, ndi xong bao Twong Mudi
dat may doan thwong gay xuéng dat. Lwu Thai Bao lai noi:
“Bon ta trong tay khéng c6 gi, danh dung phi tiéu danh .
Khéng ng® trong tay ngu¢i dé cling co phi tiéu, y vu mét
tiéng phong ra modt ngon, Thai Ban dau trang tiéu nga
xubng, sau khi hai tén gian tdc cuw®i ngwa tron di, bon ta
nhin t&i Ban dau thi y da tat thé, bon ta mai cdng thi thé
t&i day, xin ldo gia kiém nghiém. Con hai tén gian tic kia
luc Ay dai khai van chwa trdn vao thanh, xin céac lo gia
mau di luc soat. Con niva, sau khi kiém tra so, mau thay
bon ta bAm bao vé&i nha mén Bé déc, xin Ngoc dai nhan
gitp bon ta lung bat hung thd. Tén gian tic dé dang an
nup trong nha quy nhan, pha dé 4y tuy ta khéng noi ré ra
dwoc nhwng nhét dinh gan C6 Lau’”.

Lwu Thai Bao noi lubn mét hoi, vi lao gia kia nghe xong,

mat trang béch ral!
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Vi tinh tiét vu an nay that khong it, lién sai nguwoi dot dén
16ng ra xem xét ti thi, chi thay vét thwong chi mang &
trwé'c ngwe, mau chay rat nhiéu, mdi tiéu van con cam sau
vao thit. Thai Twong Mudi lai phu phuc Ién ngwdi cha khoéc
l6¢ thé thdm mot hoéi. Luc by gi® mwdi may vj vién sai
quan di tun t&i, trong dé cé ngudi biét Lwu Thai Bao bén
hoi:

“Lwu nhi gia, nguwoi lam gi & day?”. Lwu Thai Bao lai khua
tay mua chan ké tinh tiét vu an ca nlra ngay, vién sai quan
bén moiy va Twong Mudi trudc hét hay tim phong tro nghi
ngoi, doi dén sang mai troi sang méi kham to thi lam an.
Lac ay Lwu Thai Bao tim mot khach diém dbi dién quan
sanh, y va Twong Mubi chia & hai phong. Thai Twong
Mudi dau budn vé cai chét clia cha cr khoc loc sudt dém,
dén khuya Lwu Thai Bdo ciing chwa ngl dwoc. Vi dén nay
tuy d& c6 manh mdi vé thanh bao kiém nhwng tén gian tac
dé van khé ma bat dworc.

Bich nhan hé ly da rt hung han ma dd dé cua vy thj rat loi
hai, biét dau sé nhan dém tbi t&i day giét hai y va Tuwong
Mudi. Vi vay Lwu Thai Bao dé phong subt dém, mai dén
sang hdm sau m&i nga mot Idc.

HAém sau, khu vc ngoai cdng thanh Birc Thang Mén dac

biét nao nhiét hon so v&i hém trwvdc. Nhiéu ngwdi tranh
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nhau t&i xem kham nghiém ti thi. Lwu Thai Bao thay mat
Thai Twong Mudi t&i huyén Uyén Binh va nha moén Dé déc
twéng trinh. Hém nay vy ta rat ta day, ngwdi cac thanh déu
biét cha con ngw®i mai vé vén la B dau bat cudp, tén
gian tac thi dang nau trong mét phi dé nao do. Luc ay mot
s6 nguoi tw doan non doan gia, cling c6 ké hiéu sy cac
noi t&i tim Lwu Thai Bdo mudn hdi cho twdng tan.

Hém ay Lwu Thai Bao rat ban ron, phai & lai nha mén trinh
bao, réi cung Thai Twong Mudi nhan ti thi chuan bj ao
quan, tam quan quan tai Thai BPirc Cwong trong nghia dia
Cam Tuc. Bén chiéu, Lwu Thai Bao cdm thiy méot minh
Thai Twong Mudi & Tich Thiy dam hoi bat én, bén dwa
nang t&i Cho Than ngoai Tién Mén tim mét phong tro, y thi
& trong Toan Hwng tiéu diém. Sau canh mét, Lwu Thai
Bao noi véi Duwong Kién Budng:

“Troi t6i rdil Toi thiy hoi bdn chén, Thai Twong Mudi & do
mot minh that hoi bat 6n!”. Dwong Kién Pudng noi:
“Nguwoi cling that 1a qua yéu ma lo, khach diém ay dbi dién
chénh chéch céng nha chung ta, lai [a mot khach diém lén,
lam sao c6 chuyén c¢6 ai t¢i d6 giét co ta?”.

Lwu Thai Bao lai lac dau noi:

“Chuyén 4y chwa chac! Khach diém cang I&n cang di

hang nguwdi! Tém lai téi nght Bich nhan hé ly va dé dé cua
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y thi quyét khéng chiu dé yén. Nhwng vi hdm nay da lam
muwa lam gié nao loan ca thanh, chang & trong tdéa phu dé
I&n kia chac chan khéng yén tam, mot khi chuyén vé& 16 ra
thi chiing ndm chéc toi chét. Téi nghi cho du ching khdng
thé chay thoat than ngay lap ttrc cling mudn tim cach tiéu
diét Twong Mudi, bay gi® ngay tinh mang ciia Nhat doa
lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao tdi cling phai lo. Dai ca la biéu
huynh cla t6i, dai ca cling nén dé phong mét chat!”.
Duwong Kién Bwdng noi:

“Ta cling khédng s mu Bich nhan hé ly gi do, cé diéu trong
thanh Bac Kinh lai c6 hang dai gian tac do, that 1a dang
han! Ta dinh mai sé t&i Plre Ngii bdo y di gép Thiét Boi
lac, Khau Quang Siéu, Ngoc Chinh dwdng, ching ta giup
d& quan quan, tat ca phai mau chéng truy bat pham nhan
mé&i dwoc! Nhwng cac ngwoi néi hai tén gian tac dy an nau
trong phu dé Ién nao doé thi cé can clr gi khdng ?”. Lwu
Thai Bao nai:

“Cé chtr, chuyén cling rat chinh xac, nhwng vi lic nay toi
khéng dam néi. Chi vi nghe ndi hai tén gian tac nay déu 1a
ngwoi phai Vo Dang, vo nghé nguyén cung gia phai voi
Giang Nam Hac, Ly Mé Bach, vira khéo ho lai con quen
biét nhau”. Dwong Kién Puéng lai néi:

“Lé& nao c6 chuyén ay! Ta biét Giang Nam Hac khéng ¢6
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doé dé, Ly Mo Bach ciing khéng cé sw huynh sw dé gi, day
nhat dinh 12 bon gian tic lay tén tudi Giang Nam Hac va Ly
M6 Bach dé doa nguoil”.

Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“That gia khédng can néi, nhwng tbi qua téi giao thl voi
chung thi thy vé nghé clia chung déu la phai V6 Pang,
kiém phéap cla phai V6 Dang t6i khéng so, t6i s¢ nhat 1a
...”, y chi ra ngoai ctra s6 ndi “Luc nay chung ta & trong
phong néi chuyén, ching thi c6 thé & ngoai clra s6 nghe
lén, néu tdi ndi ra ngon nganh cla chung, 13p tdc sé co
mot thanh kiém phéng vao 1y cai mang nhé xiu cla téi!”.
Dwong Kién Puong lap tire bién sac, chup ngay ngon trat
thwong phia sau dirng phat day, trieng mat nhin ra ngoai
ctra s6 nhw ngoai doé co ai that. Y tire gian noi:

“Thai Bao, nguoi khéng can lo, c néi ra chd gian tic an
nau, ngay mai ta tw nhién sé c6 bién phap!”.

Lwu Thai Bao lai cw&i noi:

“Dai ca, dai ca dwng lo chuyén khéng dau, mét minh dai ca
mé& hai nha tiéu diém, 1a nguoi cé than phan, khéng phai
nhw Lwu Thai Bao t6i 1a du ¢dn lwu manh, khéng can lo
lang. Nay tuy Thai Pirc Cwong da chét, nhwng toi da do ra
tung tich bao kiém, bay gi® bat luan la ai cling déu biét

bao kiém khdng phai do t6i &n trom. Tuy chwa bat dwoc
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gian tdc nhwng t6i da thanh céng, t6i phai dau véi gian tac
t&i cung! Khi nao dung day I&n NgU hoa tréi dwoc hai tén
gian tac lai giai 1én quan thi ho Lwu ta m&i coi la xong!”.
Néi téi day Lwu Thai Bao kiéu khi birng bivng, moi Duong
Kién Buwdng di nghi ngoi cho khée. Pén canh ba y cam
don dao ra ngoai tuan tra, luc nay dém tinh mich khéng
ngwdi, ngudi clia cac clra hiéu va cac khach san déu da
ngu say.

Lwu Thai Bo vao khach diém noi Thai Twong Mudi dang
&, dirng trwdc ctra s 1én nghe ngéng moét luc, nghe Thai
Twong Mudi trong clra s, tuy dang nam mo nhwng van
khoc sut sui. Lwu Thai Bdo cam thay rat dang thwong,
trong long c6 chut bwc bdi, bén nhay tét Ién trén néc
phong, phu phuc trén néc bao vé nguwdi trong phong bén
duwdi. D&m dai thdm thdm, mai dén canh nam, man dém ti
t nhat dan, Lwu Thai Bao mé&i nhdy qua twéng, ron rén
tré vé Toan Hung tiéu diém. Y chop mat ngl mét luc, troi
da sang choang. Y tr& day voi vang rira mat réi t&i khach
diém déi dién tham Twong Mudi.

Lac bay gid Twong Mudi da day, hai bui téc da dbi thanh
mot bim dai, déng th&i quan khan trédng Ién dau. Y phuc
mau dé di nhién da cdi ra, thay 4o ngan va quan vai xanh,

hai cling dinh vai trdng, mat khéng danh phan cang den
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nhwng cang dep. Vira thay Lwu Thai Bao vao phong, nang
kinh hoang noi:

“Nguoi biét khéng? Khuya hdm qua c6 ngudi vao khach
diém nay!”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi, khé noi:

“Do la ta, vi ta khédng an tdm nén té&i bao vé ¢cb subt dem”.
Thai Twong Mudi van lo lang, noi:

“Nguwoi dé sé bac dé bén gbi ta la cé y gi?”, 14c néi mat
nang hoi (rng hdng. Lwu Thai Béo kinh ngac khdng kim
dwoc kéu that thanh:

“Cai gi? Bac a?”. Thai Twong Mudi lay trong rwong ra mét
goi bac, noi:

“Day khéng phai sao? Tdi qua ta déng clra phong rat chat,
nhwng sang s&m hém nay ta vira m& mat thi thay clra
phong da bi mé ra, lai phat hién cé goi bac nay canh géi”.
Lwu Thai Bao hodng so t&i mirc mat trdng béch, tw nhu:
“That ky quac! Tdi qua minh pht phuc trén néc phong ca
dém, mét ludn nhin xudng, sao lai c6 ngudi c6 thé ung
dung vao phong, la minh mu sao? Hay la c6 ma vao
phong?”.

Y bén gwong cwdi néi “Lam cd s¢ nhay dwng |én phai
khéng ? La ta dua voi co thoi! Vi bac clia ta khdng co chd
cat nén mai dem téi nhd cd gilr giom ta ...

Nhwng, & day cling khdng én 1dm, hém nay ching ta hay
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doi ché”.

Vé méat ctia Thai Twong Mudi luc nay tuy khéng danh phan
nhwng trng hong.

Nang bén 1&n nghiéng mat nhin Lwu Théai Béo, nling nju
noi:

“Vé sau ngwdi dirng dua thé niva, dirng hong dem tién bac
mua chudc ta, ta dang rat phién nao!

Ma cha me ta déu da mét, ta khdng con biét dwa vao ai,
ngwoi lai tan tinh giup d& ta nhw vay, ta biét noi gi day? Ta
danh phai theo ngwoi vay! Nhwng cha ta méi mat, day la
hiéu phuc thanh than, cling phai ch® qua thang nay. Sb6
bac nay cw dé & chd ta, doi luc mdi khach udng ruou
mwng !”. Lwu Thai Bado mirng r& cwdi, gat dau lia lia,
nhwng van khéng kim dwoc thAm ring minh, nght bung:
“Vj tién sinh kia nlra d&m vao day cho tién, tuyét khdng
phai la d& bon minh [am dam cwéi. Co 18 day 1a dd dé cua
Bich nhan hé ly lam. Téi qua, y da can tré sw phé khéng
cho chém giét tat ca, co thé thay y con cé chat long tir bi,
chéc viéc giét Thai Birc Cwong ciing chang phai la y
mudn. Téi qua thay bon minh khéng vach tran gbc gac cta
y, y cling ¢é chut xau hd, vi vay méi cho bac dé Twong
Mudi lo chuyén an tang cho cha, co I la vay!”.

Lwu Thai Bao ngan ra mot luc, danh 1& sai danh sai, lai an
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Ui Twong Mudi mot luc réi quay vé Toan Hung tiéu diém.
Gap Duong Kién Buwong, y khdng néi chuyén tbi qua co
nguwdi vao phong dé bac canh gbi Twong Mudi ma chi néi
Twong Mudi muédn 1ay y. Dwong Kién Bwéng lai noi:
“Nguoi va cd nwong ngudi ta than thiét nhw vay, nguoi
phai lay nguwdi ta 1am vo. Ta chi mong ngwoi vé sau lo 1am
an dang hoang, khéng bao lau ta tat sé bat dwoc hai tén
gian tac ay, nha mon Bé déc it nhat cling cho ta mét chire
sai s(r, sai ta cai quan vai ngan quan”. May nguoi tiéu dau
trong tiéu diém vira nghe noi Lwu Thai Bao sap lay vo, déu
noi:

“Huynh phai m&i bon ta udng rwou! Mau dan bon ta di gap
chi dau mdi di!”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Ta van chwa cwéi ma! Cé nwong nguwong ngung, cac
nguwoi khdng nén doi gap nang méi dwoc. Thé nao sém
muodn gi cling cho cac nguoi gap, bay gio trwdce tién ta
moi cac nguoi di udng rwou”. Moi ngudi cling noi:

“Hay! Hay! Chung ta di théi!”. Lap tirc Lwu Thai Bao vao
quy 14y hai lwong bac, dan moi nguwdi di ubng ruou.

MAy tiéu dau nay la Trirng nhan Tiét Bai, Oai ddu Banh
Ctru, Hoa nién nhi Ly Thanh, Thiét lac da Lwong That, Pha
thoai Kim cwong Cao Diing, may nguoi nay déu 1a tiéu

dau di lai trén giang hd 1au nam, v lai thwéng sinh sy trén
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dwdng phd. Ho ra phd 1&n tim mét tiru 1au, an no udng say
mot bira, d& Lwu Thai Bao tra tién réi xudng lau chia tay.
Bon kia déu nga nga say, kéo nhau t&i xdm chj em quay
pha. Lwu Thai Bao lai rau ri di trén dwdng, nghi bung tbi
nay lam thé nao dbi phé véi gian tac, vao Ngoc phd pha
an? Nhwng y cang suy nghi cang budn bwc, mai van
khéng nghi ra cach nao.

Pang cui dau budc di, chot nghe cé nguwdi héi “Di dau
thé?”. Thanh am nay qua that nhw sét nd, khién Lwu Thai
Bao giat minh nhdy dwng I1&n, vi vang ngang nhin, chi
thdy nguwdi 4y khodng trén dwéi bdn muoi tudi, nguwdi cao
voc Ion, sac mat dé sam, mac 4o da Ién, ngoai mac chiéc
4o khoac, dau dodi mi da, tréng nhw sw Lat ma tir ngoai
ctra &i vao. Lwu Thai Bao vdi chap tay vai chao, cudi noi
“Tén dai ca, lau qua khéng gap!”.

Pai han nay nguyén la tiéu dau ndi tiéng nhat & kinh thanh,
sw huynh cua hiép nir Du Tu Lién, ngw&i ta goi la Ngi trao
wng Tén Chinh L&. Y choi rat than véi Lwu Thai Béo, luc
ay bén hdi “Lwu Thai Bao, ta nghe néi hém truédc nguoi
gay ra mét vu an phai khéng?”. Lwu Thai Bao cwoi noi:
“Dai ca, anh dua Iam réi! Téi khdng gay an, ma 1a pha mot
vu an. Nhwng dén nay van chwa lan ra dau méi”. Ton

Chinh L& ham hwc noi:
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“Ngwoi di tham thinh mau di, chi can Bich nhan hé ly ha
lac & dau, thi bat 1é y thi &n n4p trong phu dé nao ta ciing
sé t&i bat y thi. Thanh Bac Kinh ¢6 Ngi trdo wng & day,
khéng thé dé con gian tac &y hoanh hanh!”. Lwu Thai Bao
cuoi noi:

“Nhu vay dung céach roi, 1do ca nguoi 1a méot con than wng,
chuyén bat hd ly ma!”. Tén Chinh L& cwdi noi:

Pung day, ngwoi mau di tham thinh di, dén IGc can ta sé
giup ngwoi bat gian tac”. Lwu Thai Bao gat dau noi:

“Tét qua”.

Ton Chinh L& lai noi:

“Sw mudi ta dang gap rut téi day, ngwoi cod biét khdng?”.
Lwu Thai Bdo nghe thé giat ndy minh nhwng lai vui mirng,
Noi:

“That khéng? Tiéu thw Du Tu Lién mudn thé 4? Con Ly Mo
Bach? Y cling cung t&i chi?”. Tén Chinh Lé noi:

“Ho khdéng & cung mét chd, 1am sao biét la cd cung téi hay
khéng? May hém truéc cé ngudi déng hwong tir Cuw Loc
t&i, n6i s mudi ta da tir Giang Nam quay vé, dai khai
khong lau sé t¢i kinh. Chung ta dirng chd cb ta t&i, phai
bat Bich nhan hé ly trudc méi dwoc!”. Lwu Thai Bao néi:
“Cai d6 dwong nhién! Ban 6ng nhw ching ta ma ngay ca

hé ly cling khéng bat dwoc, phai ché ¢ nwong nguoi toi
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mé&i cé thé ra tay thi sau nay lam sao con dam xwng anh
hiing v&i ngudi khac?”. Ton Chinh L& nghe thé rat cao
hirng, gat dau noéi “Nguwoi mau di tham thinh! Tham thinh
ra tin gi hay t¢i tim ta, ta sé c6 cach”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:
“Duwoc, dwoc!”.

Lac ay hai nguwdi lién chia tay, Tén Chinh Lé rdo buwéc di
vé phia nam.

Lwu Thai Bao di vé phia bac may buwdc, vao phd Cho
Than, trwéc tién vao Toan Hwng tiéu diém mwon hai thanh
cuwong dao, sau do voi voi vang vang toi khach san gap
Twong Mudi. Luc bay gio nang dang ngdi cdi dau budn ba,
mat day nwdc mat, com nwéc trén ban khéng hé dung toi.
Lwu Thai Bao bén ndéi:

“Viéc hdm nay, ¢6 dirng budn rdu mai, dau cé ich gi?
Chung ta cr an com cho no dé cé tinh than ma bat gian
tac bao thu. Vira rdi doc dwong ta da gap Ngi trao wng
Tén Chinh Lé sw huynh cta Du Tu Lién. Y néi sw mudi y
sap t&i Bac Kinh, y ciling tinh nguyén gitp chang ta pha
an. Bon 4y rat dang so, nhat thoi ta van khdong dam lanh
gido, nhwng néu Du Tu Lién t&i, d6 that 1a ngudi tro thu tot
cla ching ta. Ba ndm nay ¢b ta Iwu lac giang hd, nghe noi
v® nghé cang cao hon trwdc. Néu ¢b téi, mwdi Bich nhan

hé ly cling khéng phai 1a dbi tha. Hién tai viéc can kip nhéat
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la chang ta phai tim cach khién gian tac phai &n nup, ngan
van lan khéng dwoc khua cé ddng ran, mong sao tro' tha
cta chung ta mau téi, dén lic d6 mai ...”. Thai Twong
Mudi cau may noi:

“Nguwoi chi trong ch® vao nguwdi ta sao ?”. Lwu Thai Bao
noi “Ta dau phai chi chuyén nhé& vao ngwdi ta, tir hdm giao
tht & Thé thanh ta ma&i biét vd nghé ctia Bich nhan hé ly
that cao cwdng, ba ngudi bon ta con khdong bat dwoce vy thi,
ma nay chi con hai nguwoi, lam sao thanh céng? Hon nira
ta thy do dé cua y thi vé nghé& con cao hon cd y thi, nhat
la thanh bao kiém dé, bat luan trong tay ¢6 ¢é binh khi gi,
dung phai la bj chém dit, du ¢d c6 ban Iinh bang trdi cling
khéng c6 cach gi. Ma nai lai ..., c6 drng s@ nhe, tir hOm
qua dén nay ta thworng thay cé ngudi dang dap kha nghi
phia sau ta”.

Thai Twong Mudi nghe thdy hodng so t&i mirc mét trang
béch.ltb lai n6i :

“Cé chung ta & day, Bich nhan hé ly khéng ltic nao yén
tam, vi ching ta biét dwoc gbc gac cla thi, thi lai khéng
tim cach tiéu diét chung ta sao? Bay gi& & day cling khéng
én, ching ta mau thu xép qua & chd khac. Hai hdm nay
chung ta chi thi khéng céng, tuc nglr néi “Chuwa tirng danh

nhau thi hoc tha trwéc”, ching ta phai luén luén phong bi
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dirng dé gian tac lay mang cta ching ta. Bgi qua ndm ba
ngay, lic doé gian tac ciing da tré nai, dong thoi khong
chirng nha mén ciing da do tham ra mét sé manh mdi,
ngwdi gidp chung ta cling t&i réi, IUc dy ching ta maéi rat
ay, cho mu mot don sét danh khéng kip bwng tai, dé hai sw
dd ho ly khéng thé trdn thoat!”. Y néi vay, Thai Twong
Mudi ciing danh nghe theo.

Lac 4y hai nguwdi bi mat doi ché &. Lwu Thai Bdo vac cai
rwong gd va chan dém, cam cai thanh la mai vd, Twong
Muédi thi cAm hai thanh dao, I&ng & chuyén qua phia déng.
Noi dé la mét khach diém trén Thwong dau diéu H6 dong,
ho vao dé tim mét gian phong. Lwu Thai Bao nhin qua,
thay clra phong rat virng chac, gém hai I&p clra, 1&p ngoai
dan gidy chan gié nhw ctra sd, 1&p trong Ia hai tAm van,
then cai trén dwdi déu chac chan. Trong phong cé mét cai
ghé rat nang va hai cai giwdng go, con cod chau rira mat.
Lwu Thai Béo trong 16ng tham tinh toan. Lat sau chwéng
quy bwdc vao chép tay héi Lwu Thai Bao “Vi dai gia nay twr
dau t&¢i?”. Lwu Thai Bao lay giong Giang Nam dap “Ta tw
phud Hang Chau toi”.

Chuwdéng quy ra khéi phong. Lwu Thai Bao ha giong dan
Twong Mudi:

“Cé dirng lén tiéng, ching ta 4n nau & day vai hém, ngudi
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khéng hay quy khéng biét, xem mu Bich nhan ho ly kia lam
gi?”. Twong Mudi thay Lwu Thai Bdo up Up mé mé nhw
thé lai rat khong thich, noi:

“Cai gi lam nguoi s sét dén mrc 4y? Nup trong phong thi
con pha an gi nira? Nguwoi dirng ké cé dwoc hay khéng,
cha ta chét roi, ta sé tw di bat gidc!”. Lwu Thai Bdo xua tay
lia lia noi:

“Lo&i tuc c6 cau Biét nguwdi biét ta, trdm tran trdm thang.”
M6t minh ¢b di bat gidc, khéng nhirng gidc da bat khong
dwoc ma con ndép mang vo it. Hién ta khéng s¢ gi Bich
nhan ho ly nhwng lai so d6 dé cia vy thi. V& nghé cla
nguwdi 4y chung ta khéng sao twéng twong ndi, chwa ké
thanh bao kiém chém sat nhw chém bun nia. Y tirng di
qua trwdc mat chung ta, ma ching ta hai méat trao tréao van
khéng nhin thay y”.

Thai Twong Mudi tire gidn dam tay xubng giwdng, keng
mot tiéng lai trang céi thanh la, tirc gian néi “Ta thay nguoi
da bi gian tac lam cho s¢’ mét via réi!

Ta dit khoat rdi, nguoi dirng can thiép vao nial”. Lwu
Thai Bao xua tay lia lia noi:

“Cé hay nghe I1&i ta vai hém trwdc da, trong may hém ay
phai ngu cho tinh, ban ngay ta sé ra ngoai tham thinh cho

cd, cd dirng ra khdi ctra, vi co la gai, lai biéu dién ngoai
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dwdng may hdm, khéng it nguwdi nhan ra ¢d”. Twong Mudi
cau may khéng nai gi. Hém 4y Lwu Thai Bdo khéng budc
ra khéi phong, dén chiéu téi Twong Mudi noi:

“Ngwoi dem ta gidu & day, chang & khéng téi pha day vo
sao?”.

Lwu Thai Bao cwdi néi:

“Viéc trong phi khéng gép, viéc ta day vé chang qua cai
tiéng dé Bdi lac gia cho ta mot chén com théi. That ra tw
khi ta vao phu, ngay mét chiéu quyén ciing chwa day qua.
Cé luc ta mua quyén mdt minh cling khoéng ai ngé téi”. An
com xong, thap dén 1&n, Lwu Thai Bdo cam sén hai thanh
cwong dao vao tay. Che kin khe h& & clra phong, y ngoi
dbi dién véi Twong Mudi cuing néi chuyén phiém. Dau tién
ndi chuyén linh tinh trén giang hé, sau dan dan néi dén
than thé cda hai nguoi. Hai ngwdi ndi chuyén déu rat nhé.
Thai Twong Mudi cé luc lau lau khde mat, 16 vé budn ba,
co luc lai hoi mim cwoii.

Lwu Thai Bao vira néi chuyén vira dé y ngoai ctra, hon
nira trong nha chi can cé ngwdi goi thué phong la y day
clra bwdce ra, dirng quay lwng vao ché ngon dén nhin vao
xem la ai, Thai Twong Mudi luc nay cling hoi s¢ hai.

Sau canh hai, Lwu Thai Bao bén néi:

“Chung ta dé phong mét chat, ¢ & phong trong, ta &
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phong ngoai xem cd chuyén gi xay ra khéng? Néu khéng
c6 chuyén, thi coi nhw gian tac khéng chu y t¢i chung ta
nira. Néu cd chuyén thi ngay mai ching ta phai déi chd &.
C6 c6 mét khéng?”. Thai Twong Mudi lac dau néi “Ta
khéng mét, dirt khoat ngwoi & phong trong, ta & phong
ngoai dwoc roi, ta thay cong phu da hanh cua ta con cao
minh hon ngwoi mét chuat”. Lwu Thai Bao suy nghi mét luc,
Noi:

“Duoc, nhwng cd nhé mang theo phi tiéu, luc déng thu
phai can than mét chat I”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Nguwoi yén tam, ta manh hon nguwoi!”. Lwu Thai Bao cuwoi
cwdi, tim mot ngon dao nhd, mé ctra sb ra réi dong lai. Y
dong ctra phong, cai then roi 1ay giwdng va ghé chan vao.
Thai Twong Mudi ddm y mét cai, khé noi:

“Ngwoi lam vay la cé y gi ? Clra dong chat nhw vay,
nhwng clra sb thi vin m& dwoc, chang 1& gian tic chi cé
thé di vao ctra ma khong biét xéng vao ctra sb sao?”. Luu
Thai Bao xua tay, khé noéi:

“Ctra s0 loai phong nay thuworng khédng mé ra, gian tac toi
nhat dinh trwdc tién sé dung dao cay ra, lic y cay cira
khéng thé khéng c6 mét chit tiéng dén, Iic do ta sé day
ctra sb tho tay ra cho y mét dao”. Thai Twong Mudi noi

“Khéng can nguoi ding dao chém, ta da sém dung phi
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tiéu danh y roi’.

Hai nguwoi néi chuyén rat nhd, thoat dau trong cac phong
déu co tiéng ndi chuyén va tiéng hat ho cta khach tro, bay
gi® tAt ca déu yén ang. Bén ngoai gi6 thdi rat manh, tiéng
thanh la bao canh xa xa hinh nhw da khua ba tiéng, Lwu
Thai Bao bén quay nguwdi thoi tat den. Hai nguei déu cam
dao ra tay, ngay ca thd manh ciing khdng dam, doi héi lau
ma bén ngoai van khdng co6 chat dong tinh, Thai Twong
Mudi ndi khé:

“Ngwoi nghi ngd bay ba 8? Chang Ié gian tc khong t&i
a?”. Lwu Thai Bao do lwdi mot luc méi noi:

“Néu gian tac khéng t&i thi dwong nhién la tét, nhwng néu
van nhét y t&i thi sao?”. Y dang ndi, chot nghe trén néc
phong cé mét trang tiéng ngdi vang 18n. Lwu Thai Bao voi
im bat, ddy Twong Mudi mét cai, thanh dao trong tay y ké
séat clra s6, ngdi xdm trén giwdng, Thai Twong Mudi thi
ngdi xdm sau ngudi y, mot tay cam dao, mdt tay mo phi
tieu.

Lac bay gid, trén néc phong nghe sét soat mét trang am 1
ca lén. Thai Twong Mudi dinh xd clra s6 nhay ra khai
phong, Lwu Thai Bao lai dwa tay can lai, nam sip, ghé bén
tai nang néi nho:

“Dirng hodng so, day nhéat dinh & c6 chuyén gi do, khéng
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gibng gian tac, thién ha dau coé thi gian tdc ngu nhw vay!”,
tiép theo nghe ngao ngao mét tran gibng nhu tiéng tré
khoc, hinh nhw phat ra ti trén ndc nha, thi ra 1a méo can
nhau. Thai Twong Mudi chi khé:

“L0 méo khén kiép!”.

Hai ngwdi nin thd mét hdi, ddm méo trén néc nha da chay
t&i chd khac can nhau, gié thdi vi vu 1én man gidy cira sb
nghe xao xac. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Ta di ra day!”. Vira toan mé ctra ra khoi phong, chot nghe
phong bén canh c6 nguoi Ién tiéng ra 1&n, thanh am rat
dang so, Lwu Thai Bao va Thai Twong Mudi déu giat nay
minh, tiép theo lai nghe c6 ngudi goi:

“Nhij ca! Nhj ca! Tinh day di! Nhj ca sao vay? ...”. Tiéng ru
tat ngang, nguoi kia tinh day néi véi ddng ban “Ta mo thay
roi xubng mot cai giéng!”, tiép theo la tiéng cudi va tiéng
noi chuyén. Twong Mudi lai chivi khé:

“Khédn kiép!”, vi may ngudi khach sat phong da day, noi
chuyén khéng théi, vi vay Twong Mudi cling khéng thé ra
khdi phong diéu tra gian t3c. Nang dwa vao twong ngap
may cai, Lwu Thai Bdo van cdm dao mai phuc trong ctra
s0.

Qua mét ltc rat 1au, phong bén canh lai vang ra tiéng ngay

I&n, Lwu Thai Bao xoay tay day Twong Mudi mét cai noi:
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“C6 dirng ngu, ta ra ngoai xem sao”.

Ké dé [én néc nha, mét tran gidé bac manh liét co hé mudn
thdi nga y. Y nhin bdn phia chi thdy man dém tham tham,
sao t6i trang me, bén bé khéng cd modt anh dén, trén néc
cac nha khéng cé mdt bong den nao, ngay tiéng md cam
canh citing khéng nghe dworc.

Prng trén ndc nha mét lc 1au, y dan dan nan long, tham
nght:

La minh quéa da nghi! Hdm nay bon minh chuyén nha bi
mat nhw vay, dau co thé bi gian tac biét! Dang suy nghi
bdng thay cé mdt bong den 16n [én néc nha. Lwu Thai Bao
vOi lui mbt bwde, vung dao 1én. Nguwoi kia lai ndi nho “La
ta!”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Cé & phong trong, ta & phong ngoai, chd mét hoi hai
chang ta mai déi trie”. Twong Mudi ndi nhd nhwng gian
dir:

“Duoc réi! Dirng & day hirng gié niva, nira d&m khéng
ngl, lo bat gian tac vé van, gian tac & dau? Ngay ca cai
ram cla gian tac cling khéng thay!”. Lwu Thai Bao lac dau
Noi:

“Cé dirng lo cho ta, cé vé phong trudc di, ta dirng day mot
lic nival”. Thai Twong Muéi lai than nhién xé y xubng.

Huych mét tiéng, Lwu Thai Bao nga xubng. Twong Mudi
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nhay xudng theo. Nang cuoi rdi day ctra sb ra, hai nguoi
chui vao phong. Luc nay trong cac phong khac cé tiéng
khach tro ho. Twong Mudi che miéng cuoi.

Lwu Thai Bdo xoa xoa héng, cb y kinh héi la to “Cé gian
tac!”, r6i dé dao xudng, tién tay thap dén. Twong Mudi
cwdi téi mire khdng thé ndi, ké d6 Lwu Thai Bao la ai cha
mét tiéng, Twong Mudi cling hodng so nhay dwng 1én,
nguyén la thay duéi anh dén cé mot la thw dé trén ban.
Hai tay Lwu Thai Bdo phat run, cam 4 thw 1&n xem. Thai
Twong Mudi rat quen may ch nay, nang phuc I&n sau vai
Lwu Thai Bdo ngan ra, nhin trén 1a thw, chi thiy trén thw
viét:

“HAm qua cé tang sb bac, nght rang da nhan dwoc. Bac
tang hai vi lam 16 phi, xin hai vi Iap tiec r&i kinh ngay hém
nay, ngd hau tranh dwoc cai hoa sat than!”.

Lwu Thai Bado cAm thw ngén ra. Thai Twong Mudi lai cam
dao day ctra sb vot ra. Lwu Thai Bdo khéng an tam vé
Twong Mudi, cling voi cdm dao nhay qua clra sb ra ngoai.
Nhin 1&n néc nha khéng thay bong Twong Mudi, Lwu Thai
B&o khan giong nhin quanh bbn phia goi “Twong Mubi!
Quay lai di!”, cling khéng thay ai dap lai. Y rat hodng so,
lai khdng yén tam & trong phong, bén nhay xudng duéi,

nhe nhang t&i trwdc cira s6, dung dao cay clra, nhin nhin
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trong phong thay khéng c¢o ai lai quay ra, lai vao trong
phong tim kiém khap noi mét lwot ciing khdng phat hién
dwoc gi kha nghi.

Lat sau ctra s lai co tiéng ddng, Lwu Thai Bao voi quay
ngwdi vung dao, nhwng thdy Twong Mudi vao phong, Lwu
Thai Bao khé hoi:

“CO di dau vay?”.

Thai Twong Mudi tirc gian dé mat noéi:

“Ta dudi t&i dwong Ion!”. Lwu Thai Bdo bén hoi:

“Cé thay gi khéng?”. Thai Twong Mudi néi “Ta thay hai
dlra nhd xin &n ngdi xém trwdc mot clra hiéu”. Lwu Thai
Bao giat minh naéi:

“Co co tdi hoi tham khéng?”. Thai Twong Mubi néi:

“Ta cadm dao nhin hai tiéu khéat cai hoi, tiéu khat cai cai gi
cling khéng néi”. Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Duoc réil Coé gi ngay mai hay noéil Clr coi nhw ban Iinh
cua tén gian t3c nay cao cwong la duwoc roi I”.

Twong Mudi lai cam la thw xem lai mot lwot, réi ngang dau
nhin Lwu Thai Bao mét cai, noi:

“ Téi hdm qua sb bac dé bén gbi ta ciing Ia ngudi nay dwa
téi sao ?”. Lwu Thai Bao trén mat khéng kim dwoc doé Ién,
gat dau noéi:

“Dang vay, vira nghe ¢ néi phat hién bén gbi c6 bac, ta
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lién biét la nguoi d6 dé lai, nhwng ta lai khéng mubn cé so
hai nén m&i néi dua voi c6. Nhwng tai sao ta phai tang
cwdng dé phong nhw vay, bay gi® ¢d da hiéu rdi chir ? Ta
thay y t&r cla ngwdi ndy cling dung, y con tang chang ta 10
phi, khuyén ching ta réi kinh thanh, dé khéi lam 16 chuyén
cday, nhwng ...”. Thai Twong Mudi néi “Bat luan thé nao
cling khéng thé bd qua, ta khéng thé khdng bao thu cho
cha me !”. Lwu Thai Bao xua tay néi “Noi nhé théi!”, roi y
ghé sat bén tai Twong Mudi, noi:

“Co dirng sbt rudt! Ngay mai ta chac sé co bién phap, bat
ludn hanh tung cda ching nguy bi thé nao!

Ta ...”. Y khdng néi nira, ké do cling khong tat dén, cung
Twong Mudi di nga, cl thé dén sang, may la khéng cé
chuyén gi xay ra.

Twong Mudi vi hai hém nay budn dau qua dd, hém qua lai
ca dém khéng ngu, vi vay khi tréi sang, ngudi trong cac
phong tro déu day, nang thi nam trén ndp giworng dap
chan ngl. Lwu Thai Bao ué oai tinh than, rira mat roi di.
Vra ra céng thdy mét cai bang ngdi xdm trwdc cong diém,
téc rat dai, ngudi khoac tAm vai gai, tay cam cai bat s
mé. Lwu Thai Bao ra khdi hém di vé phia bac, tiéu khat cai
do ciing di theo vé phia bac, Lwu Thai Bao trong bung

cwdi thAm. Téi thdng Tién Mdn, men theo twdng thanh di
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vé phia tay khéng xa rdi quay lai nhin, tiéu khat cai dé van
di theo sau y cach ba bdn chuc buéec.

Lwu Thai Bo chap tay sau lwng, nglra mét nhin vé phia
mat tr&i moc, ung dung quay lai di vé phia déng, tiéu khat
cai dé bén ngdi xudng chd chan thanh phia mat troi. Lwu
Thai Bao sap t&i gan bdng nhién dbéi sic mat, da qua mot
cwdc, tiéu khat cai bj da la 6i chao mét tiéng nga 1an ra
dat. Lwu Thai Bao lién dap 1én nguc y, chii:

“Tiéu t&r, ngwoi dam tham thinh cho gian tac ha? bi theo
Lwu nhi thai gia ta ha? Di! Ta dwa ngwoi t&i nha mon,
chém cai dau rua cha ngwoi”. Tiéu khat cai kéu lén:

“Lao gia! Téi khéng theo nguei, t6i swdi nang & day mal”.
Lwu Thai Bao tat y hai cai, chui:

“Ngwoi mau néi that ra, Lwu Thai gia con c6 thé tha cai
mang nguoi, khéng thi xem day!”, réi vén vat do truéc dé
16 ra mét thanh dao nhon giat trén hdng, tron mat noi:
“Mau noi that ra! Khéng dé qua méat Lwu Thai gia nay dau.
Gian tac nao sai nguwoi, cho nguwoi loi 16¢c gi, ndi mau!”.
Tiéu khét cai run lap cap noi:

“Lao gia! Khéng phai tdi mudn theo nguoi, 1a do Truwong
Trung tiéu nhj sai bon tdi theo ngu®i”. Lwu Thai Bao hai:
“Trwdng Trung tiéu nhj 14 ai?”. Tiéu khéat cai néi:

“La ké cadm dau chang t6i. Y sai tdm ngwi ching téi theo
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ddi xem nguwdi tri & dau, ban ngay lam gi, budi téi y t&i hoi
ching téi, cho chung tdi méi ngwdi hai trdm dong mét
ngay, néu khdéng nghe 1&i y hoac &n néi bira bai thi y sé
danh chét!”.

Lwu Thai Bao hiéu cai bang & kinh thanh déu cé tha linh,
|&>i tén tha Iinh &y bon céi bang khéng dam khéng nghe.
Pay nhét dinh I1a Bich nhan hé ly mua chudc tha [inh cai
bang, vi vay tat ca hanh déng cda y déu khéng che mat
dwoc ho. Ho tham thinh réi di bao céo va&i thay trd Bich
nhan ho ly. Luc dé Lwu Thai Béo tirc gian, lai hdi “Ga
Trwéorng Trang tiéu nhj d6 hién gi& & dau? Ngwoi dan ta
tim y”.

Tiéu khat cai noi:

“Y dang tru & tir dworng nha ho Qué, téi that khéng dam
dan 130 gia di. T6i dan lao gia di, nhat dinh y sé lay mang
t6i!”. N6i xong y khéng kim dwoc khdc da Ién réi quy xudng
lay luc xin tha khién Lwu Thai Bao ciing hoi khéng chiu
ndi, bén héi “Tr dwdng nha ho Qué & dau?”. Tiéu khat cai
noi:

“O' sau Hau Mai, néi d6 cé khéng it &n may, Truwdng Trung
tiéu nhj khéng di xin, y chi &n thirc 8n ngon ma ngudi khac
xin dwore. Y lai 6 tién, an xin cac thanh tat ca déu so'y,

déu khdng dam khdng nghe 161 y, 1at nira y sé t&i Nam
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thanh”.

Lwu Thai Bao lai hoi:

“Hinh dang y ra sao?”. Tiéu khét cai noi:

“Y dau nhd, cé nhd, gidbng nhw mot con trung 13i vay,
nhwng y c6 khi Iwc khdng ai danh lai y”. Lwu Thai Bao tirc
gian, noi:

“Noi lai v&i y, can than Lwu Thai gia mot chat, sém tdi gi ta
cling danh cho y d& séng d& chét mot tran! Con nai lai véi
ddng bon cac ngwoi, néu ai dam theo déi ta niva thi 1a
khéng mudn sbng nira day !I”, néi xong da tiéu khat cai mot
cwdce roi quay di.

Quay vé khach diém, y nhin Twong Mudi noi:

“Thu don d6 dac, chung ta phai chuyén nha!”. Thai Twong
Mubi mé&i ngu day, dang soi gwong chai téc, nang buwc tirc
noi:

“Ta khéng chuyén, ta 14 ngudi lam an. Cha ta da chét,
chirc sai st huyén H6i Minh coi nhw ta dam dwong, nguoi
ta lam B4 dau bat gian tac con bat khdng duoc, ching ta
ngwoc lai di trén gian tic, bay gi® lai chuyén di, that khién
nguwdi ta cwdi cho! Néu nguwoi so thi ci di dil Xau mat
Nhét doa lién hoa ngwoi chir khdng xau mat ho Thai ta”.
Lwu Thai Bado hir mot tiéng noi “Cé dirng twdng ta so, néu

so thi ta khéng biét roi khéi Bac Kinh sao? Nhwng lwu
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manh khéng chiu thiét trwédc mat, céng phu da hanh cuta
gian tac gidi nhw vay, bat ct luc ndo y cling co thé 1ay dau
chang ta, néu chang ta chét nhw vay thi that oan udng.
Hién gi® phwong phap cla ta la mot mat thi &n nap dé
chung khéng bat dwoc ching ta, mat khac thi ta lung tim
chirng ct cda gian tac. Chi can ndm dwoc mot chut chirng
c thi ta co6 thé diing cdm gap Ngoc Chinh dwdng, bao'y
don sach sé trong phd mét phen”.

Thai Twong Mudi cw@i nhat noi:

“Chirng ctr dau c6 thé dé& dang ndm dwoc? Ca doi khdng
nam dwoc chirng c thi ca ddi cling dirng bat gian tac. Ta
thay kiéu pha an 1& mé nhu ngwoi thi c6 mét trdm tén gian
téc cling da som chay hét!”.

Lwu Théai Bdo dé mat, giam chan noi:

“Bat luan thé nao, ndi trong ba ngay ta phai bat gian tac,
khéng béat dwoc gian tac, subt doi co cling khéng gap ta”.
Thai Twong Mudi tay tét toc, lai tri'ng mat nhin Lwu Thai
Bao moét cai, noi:

“Nh4t doa lién hoa ngwoi théng minh t&i mérc nao? Bat
dwoc gian tac khéng dwoc thi nguoi di, ngwoi co so gi?
T&i noi khac nguoi lai theo nghé cii gay sw kiém com,
chang qua ta xdi quay, ct virt bd ta 1a xong!”.

Lwu Thai Bao cuwdi cudi rdi thd dai noi:
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“Co khong biét, hdm nay ta da co thé rat ay, mai roi ta bat
dwoc mot tén &n may, ta da tra van dwoc la do dau sé cla
chung sai khién, chuyén do la hanh tung cta ching ta dé
bao cho gian tac.

Tén cAm dau clia chung tén la Trwong Tung tiéu nhi, ta
nght co 1& chinh 1& dd dé cta Bich nhan hé ly”. Thai Twong
Mudi néi:

“Do dé cla y thi cwdi ngwa, lai cé rat nhiéu tién bac, dau
c6 thé I1a ké cAm dau Cai bang?”. Lwu Thai Bao lac du
noi:

“Biét dau co chuyén do khéng chirng, Bac Kinh nay 1a noi
réng an cop nup, Thai Twong Mudi cb co thé gia trang mai
v® di tham thinh thi nguoi ta cling c6 thé 4n than trong
dam an may ma lam gian tac. H6m nay cling khéng phai ta
khéng bat dwoe Trwdng Trung tiéu nhj, nhwng bét v lai
khéng thé bat dwoc Bich nhan hé ly, Bich nhan hé ly
khéng nhirng kinh s dao tAu ma con t&i Iy mang chang
ta. Y thi biét chung ta & day réi, mudn ra tay co gi la kho?”.
Thai Twong Mudi ngan ra mét luc, bén hai:

“Vay tdi nay chung ta nén tri & dau? Nguwoi nghi ra chd
nao an nau an toan khéng?”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Ta nghi trudc tién cv dan cé vé pha Thiét Béi Iac, trong

phi ddng ngudi, may dém nay lai déu canh phong, ching
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ta t&i d6 &, néu gian tac biét cling chwa chac dam t&i ra
tay!”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Pha nguoi ta co thé dé cho ta & a?”. Lwu Thai Bao ndi
“C6 gi ma khéng dwoc! Chung ta khéng phai & phong
chinh, & dai sanh, chang qua chi & tam mot hai ngay trong
céi phong nhé bén canh chudng ngwa, pha an xong ching
ta sé di thué nha”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Ta la ngudi gi cia nguoi? Hai ba ngay ngwoi khdng vé
pha, béng nhién lai dan vé mét co gai, khéng khién nguoi
ta ndi ra ndéi vao sao?”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi noi:

“Noi ra néi vao céi gi, khéng cho ta lay vo a?”. Twong
Mudi mat dé birng, lai ddm Lwu Thai Bao mét cai, Lwu
Thai Bao noi:

“Bay gi®» chung ta da & chung v&i nhau rdi, tuy chwa lam
dam cuwdi thanh than, nhwng ciing nén dé ngudi ta thay
giébng nhw vay. Nhan bim téc ¢d con chwa tét xong, mau
dbi dau toc, thay mot bd quan ao that dep, ching ta thanh
than hoan toan vi dé két hop lai bao thu cho cha cé.

Néu bat dwoc Bich nhan hd ly, bao dwoc thu cho cha cé,
l30 nhan gia ngudi ciing nham dwoc méat, dé tang hay
khéng dé tang ciing khéng can voi”.

Thai Twong Mudi nghe thé trén mat lai hién ra vé dau dén,

bén chai toc lai.

148



Lwu Thai Bao bén di thué xe. Y thué moét chiéc xe la, quay
vé thdy Twong Mudi da dbi kiéu toc xong, van 1a hai bui
téc, Twong Mudi lai bao y tam thi ra khdi phong, ngan
ngwdi mot luc lai bao y vao. Lwu Thai Bdo thdy Twong
Mudi da thay mét cai 4o béong nhd mau ngan khoi bang
doan théu hoa, mat ciing thoa mét chut phan, rat xinh dep,
c6 bay phan gidng cd dau. Lwu Thai Bao cudi toét miéng
ra khédng ngam lai dwoc, Twong Mudi khé nhin xudng. Lwu
Thai Bao go6i ghém can than toan bd hai thanh dao, déng
la, day thirng, goi diém tiéu nhj vao, tra tién phong xong,
nhé tiéu nhi dem gitp toan bé chan ném va rwong gé ra
ngoai. Thai Twong Mudi nhe chuyén gét sen, theo Lwu
Thai Bao ra céng diém.

Nang I&n xe trwdc, Lwu Thai Bdo ri rém xe xudng, béo xe
chay nhanh vé phia bac, y theo sau xe.

Ra t&i phd thi co hai tiéu khat cai nhin thay Thai Béo thi
chay vé phia déng.

Lwu Thai Béo theo xe vao Tién Mén, lai nhin thiy xa xa
phia sau ngudi c6 mét tiéu khat cai dwdng nhw ngdm
ngam theo sau. Lwu Thai Bao gia v& rach giay, nhat dwoi
dat mdt manh ngoi v, cd tinh di cham lai, doi tiéu khat cai
do téi gan, dot nhién xoay ngudi ném ra. Tén tiéu khat cai

6ém dau chay. Lwu Thai Bao chii may tiéng, van di theo xe
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nhw cd, tirc gian nhin trai nhin phai, thinh thoang quay lai
nhin. T&i phd I&n An Dinh Mén, y thay hai ga léu 16ng &
dau phd. Hai ga nay thiy Lwu Thai Bao déu cung kinh
khom lwng cui dau, Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Cac 130 d& mau tim Théc dau wng bao y t&i pha tim ta, ta
c6 mot chuyén mudbn dan y 1am!”. Hai ga léu 16ng cung
cw®i néi vang da. Lwu Thai Bao bao phu xe chay nhanh
t&i pha Thiét Bdi 13c. Xe dirng trwdc cong, Lwu Thai Bao
tra tién xe, y mot tay xach chan ném, mét tay xach ruwong
g6, dan Twong Mudi vao cdng phia déng, t&i chudng
ngwa. Co may nguoi day t& cta Thiét phd thy Lwu Thai
Bao dan cé vo tré vé, déu cung cwoi di theo nhin.

Lwu Thai Bao mat may twoi réi dan Twong Mudi vao
phong, Ly Trwdng Tho dang nam trén giwdng xem mot
cudn sach nhd, miéng thi hat, vira thy Lwu Thai Bao dan
mot ¢d gai xinh xan vé, y kinh ngac mé& to méat bd xudng
giwdng, mang giay vao. Lwu Thai B&o m&i may ngudi bén
ngoai vao phong. Y gi¢i thiéu voi Twong Mudi tivng ngueoi
mét r&i chi Twong Mudi noi:

“Day la chj dau cta cac nguwoi”, rdi nhin Ly Trwdng Tho
CwQi NOi:

“Khéng con cach nao khac, hdm nay ngwoi phai nhwdng

chd, chuyén t&i chd khac & di, day 1a tan phong cuia bon
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ta”. Ly Trwedng Tho noi:

“Ta chuyén di dau?”. May ngw®i bén canh déu cudi.
Twong Mudi von dd birng mat cui dau khéng nai, ltuc ay
cling khéng nhin dwoc cwdi. My ngwdi bén canh cod
nguwdi hoi Lwu Thai Bao:

“Nguwoi dem vo téi day & chac khéng dwoc dau, trong phu
lau nay khéng cé quy cu nay, nguoi di tim Dac Léc thwong
lwong di”. Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Doi mét lat, may hém nay ta rat mét mai, lay vo gap qua,
lai nhat thoi chwa thué dwoc nha, ta dinh dan nang toi
day. Néu Dac Loc khong cho bon ta & day thi bao y dé bon
ta tim nha da. Troi lanh nhw vay, xem ra sap cudi nam roi,
chang I& hai ngw®i bon ta & ngoai dwdng ngay nay qua
ngay kia a?”. Lai c6 ngwdi hdi chuyén bét gian tic & Tho
thanh, Thai B4 dau bi giét, nguyén tat ca déu da biét hai
ngay nay Lwu Thai Bao kién tung giup ngwoi khac, va lai
cling doan ra c6 vo nay cua y chinh la ¢6 nwong di day
con gai Bé dau. Luc bay gio Pac Loc & trong da biét Lwu
Thai Bao vé, bén vao phong noi:

“Lwu sw pho! Hai hdm nay ngwoi di dau? Lao gia bao
nguwoi t&i, cd chuyén mudn héi nguoi!”.

Lwu Thai Bao vdi tim do trwdng bao méc vao, di theo Dac

Léc ra khdi phong, vao vién gap Thiét tiéu Béi Iac. Luu
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Thai Bao day quyén tlr ndm ngoai dén nay, Thiét tiéu Bbi
lac cling chwa hé truyén goi y 1an nao nhw hém nay. Y
cam thay day that la vinh hanh d&c biét, tinh than phan
chan, ron rén theo Dac Loc vao can phong phia béc trong
vién lac 16p ther tw. Lac bay gio Thiét tidu Béi 1ac mai tir
tridu vé, vira thay 4o, tay cam déng diéu, thai do rat hoa
nha, ngdi trén ghé Thai sw, nhin Lwu Thai Bdo hoi:

“Gian tac dé an nau & dau, ngwoi da diéu tra ra chua?”.
Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Toi con chwa diéu tra ra I”. Thiét tiéu Bai Iac lai néi:

“Vay thi tai sao cac nguoi biét gian tdc dé an nau trong
mét phu I&n?”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Vi cha con Thai Ban dau tirng thay ni gian tac dé ngoi
trén mot ¢b xe I&n nhw ni¥ bdc, trong xe con ¢6 nguwdi nha
quan ngdi, ho mudn dudi theo xe, nhwng lai khéng dudi”.
Thiét tiéu Béi Iac lai hoi:

“Thay cb xe d6 & dau?”. Lwu Thai Bao lap trc noi:

“O Cb Lau”. Thiét tiéu Bbi 1ac ngan ra mét luc, cwdi noi:
“Hay gian t&c an nau trong nha ta ?”. Lwu Thai Bao lac dau
lia lia noi:

“Nguwoi ban pha dung déu co lai lich, gian tac tuyét khéng
thé tra tron vao day. Hién tai xin lao gia n6i mét cau, chi thi

t6i diéu tra vu an nay, vi con gai Thai Bé dau bo vo khéng
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biét nwong twa vao ai, co ta da lay téi, téi quyét tdm phai
bat dwoe gian tac, thi nhat 1a truy hoi béo kiém cho ldo
gia, tht hai la bao thu cho nhac phu”.

Thiét tiéu Bdi lac cwdi cwdi, ndi:

“Duoc roil Ta phai ngwoi di pha an! Chi can diéu trara
tung tich gian tac, khdng can nguoi ra tay truy bat, ta sé
bao cao cho Bé ddc Ngoc dai nhan, nhwng ngwoi van lan
phai can than, néu khéng cé bang chirng, chirng c xac
that thi khéng dwoc noi bira, néu khéng 1a ngwoi vu khong
danh mén dai phi, ngudi ta khédng nghe, sé bat téi nguoi,
lic &y ca ta cling khéng che ch® cho nguoi dwoc dau”.
Lwu Thai Bao luén miéng vang da, rdi nhan dé, thinh cau,
noi:

“Thai c6 nwong da |4y toi, ching tdi chwa c6 ché &, t6i dan
c6 ta tdi, dinh & tam trong hai gian phong gan chudng
ngwa d6 may ngay, xin 130 gia cho phép!”. Thiét tiéu Bbi
lac lai cwdi cudi, cling khéng néi gi, chi hdi Dac Loc bén
canh:

“Nha nguoi cé thira nhiéu phong khéng?”. Dac Loc dap:
“Cé may gian, nhwng déu rat nhé hep”. Thiét tiéu Béi lac
nhin Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Quy cl trong pha khdng cho phép nguwdi dwdi dan ngudi

than vao &, khong thé vi nguoi ma pha &, trong nha cua
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DPac Loc cé phong, hém nay nguoi cé thé chuyén téi do
0.

Lwu Thai Bao danh vang da lui ra. Tré lai chuéng ngua
vao phong, thay trong phong chi cé Twong Mudi, Lwu Thai
Bao mat may rang r& noi:

“Chung ta c6 chd dwa tét réi. Bbi lac gia co6 thé tim bién
phap cho ching ta. Nhwng thé nay, chung ta khéng thé &
day, con phai doi chd &, doi téi nha Dac Loc. Dac Loc 1a
quan gia trong phu, nha y chac khéng nhd, gian tdc cling
chwa chac dam toi”.

Pang nai thi Pac Léc vao, Lwu Thai Bao voi cuwdi noi:
“Loc gia, vé sau chung ta co thé 1a hang xom réi, phai nhe
va ngudi nhiéu!”. Pac Léc noi:

“Khéng con cach nao, 1ao gia da sai bao, nhuwng Lwu sw
pho, nguwoi & trong nha ta phai that tha mét chat”. Lwu
Thai Bao gat dau noi:

“Nhéat dinh that tha, nguoi thay vo ta ciing la ngudi rat that
tha, t¢i nha ngwoi, ddm béo 1a cbng I&n khéng ra, cbng
trong khéng vuot”. Dac Léc gat dau néi:

“Duwoc, duoc, ta da sai nguoi vé don phong, lat nra y
quay lai s& dwa hai vo chdéng nguoi di”, réi dat hai nén
Nguyén bao lén ban, noi:

“Day |a qua Béi Iac gia mirng cho hai ngudi, |1& vat cda ta
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thi cho ta vé sé thu xép”. Lwu Thai B&o noi:

“Day that khéng dam, chung téi co phai vao vién ta on
khéng?”. Pac Loc xua tay noi:

“Khéng can dau! Ta cdm on thay cac ngwoi roi! Trong nha
ta vat gi cling co, déu cho cac ngwoi mwon, cac nguoi
khédng can dem thém gi khac, chi dem chan ném t&i 1a
dwoc réil”. Lwu Thai Bao cwoi noi:

“Tét qua”, lai noi:

“Chan ném cla chung t6i ciing rat nhe nhang!”. Y cuoi tién
Pac Loc ra. Cé mdt ngudi day t& tdm ngwa goi y, Lwu Thai
Bao bwdc tdi, ngudi ay néi “Thdc dau wng dang & bén
ngoai doi sw pho do!”.

Lwu Thai Bao vdi ra cdng phia déng, thay Thdc dau wng
cam ba cai 16ng chim dirng & goc twéng phia tay céng
phd, Lwu Thai Bao véi di qua, Théc dau wng cwdi noi
“Chuc mirng Lwu gia!”. Lwu Thai Bao néi “Cé gi vui dau,
hai ngay nay dau vé&i gian tac, dau 6c hoi giam sut mot
chat!”. Y bén dem chuyén hai ngay hai d@m qua ké dai
khai mot lwot, rdi noi:

“Bay gi® ta nhd huynh dé lam cho mét viéc, bat luan thé
nao hém nay ciing phai bat ga Truwéng Trung tiéu nhij toi
gap tal”. Théc dau wng noi:

“Bat Trwdng Trung tiéu nhi cling khéng dé, bat y rdi dua
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téi dau?”. Lwu Thai Bao noéi:

“Ba gi® chiéu ta nhat dinh t&i Tay Pai Vién, huynh dé co
thé bat y t&i d6 chd ta xét héi”. Thdc ddu wng da mét tiéng,
xach 16ng chim di.

Lwu Thai Bao lai vao clra déng vé phong, lat sau dira &
DPac Lbc sai vé nha quay lai gdp Lwu Thai Béo, ndi:

“Lwu sw pho, nha da don xong, nguwdi chuyén téi chua?”.
Lwu Thai Bao hai:

“Cach day bao xa?”. Blra & nai:

“Khdng xa, & phia bac, noi d6 goi 1a Hoa Vién Dai Vién”.
Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Duoc, chuyén di”, y bén nhe dra & chuyén chan ném, y
tw xach céai reong go, Twong Mudi di theo sau, ci thé di
bd tr pha Béi I&c chuyén téi nha Dac Léc.

Péc Loc ngu trong mot ngdi nha nhé méi xay, tdng cong
khéng qua mwoi may gian, chia thanh hai vién trong ngoai.
Me, vo cllia Dac Loc va mot déy téd & vién trong, hai gian
phia nam va hai gian phia bac vién ngoai déu tam cho Lwu
Thai Bao &. Lwu Thai Bao thay nha rat chac chan, vot
nguoi lén khéng dén ndi dap v& ngdi, clra va ctra sd déu
rat virng chéc, gian tac cling khéng thé chui vao dwoc.
Chan ném va cai rwong déu dwa vao trong phong phia

bac, thay trong phong cling c6 day da vat dung. Lwu Thai
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Bao bén bao dira & di goi com rwgu vao. Sau khi dira &
di, y nhin Twong Mubi cuwdi noi:

“Chung ta & day qua ngay ciing rat tot, an ti tl diéu tra,
dirng budn. Hém nay bat Trwdng Trung tiéu nhi t&i thi sé
dwoc chut manh méi. Chung ta tri & day, mong rang gian
tac khodng biét, nhwng budi tdi cling phai d& phong mét
chut’. Thai Twong Mudi thay trong phong sach sé ciing rat
vui, bén trdi chan ném, chui kinh, lau ban, thap Ika, tréng
nhw mét ba chu nha.

Giay lat dira & da goi com rwou vao, hai nguwdi an xong da
ba gi® chiéu, y bén khodac cai 4o da dé cii [én nguoi, giat
doan dao ra cong. Nhin bdn phia khong thay cé tiéu khat
cai nao, ciing khéng cé ai kha nghi, y bén nghénh nghénh
ngang ngang t&i Tay Dai Vién, chi thdy mét tén khat cai
ngdi xdm & cdng, mac 4o béng quan béng cii nat, dau nhd
cb nhd, tudi khodng mudi bdy muwei tdm, mat dinh day bun
dat cung khong it nwdc mat va mau, cé thé thay 1a vira bi
danh mot tran, bén canh con cé hai ngudi, déu la tha ha
ctia Théc dau wng & d6 canh gitr. Vira thay Lwu Thai Bao
t&i, hai nguwdi nay noéi “Lwu gia!

Chung t6i bat Trwéng Trung tiéu nhij t&i réil”. Lwu Thai Bao
cui nhin réi hdi “Thi ra ngwoi 1a Trwdng Trang tiéu nhj a ?

Ngwoi tham thinh cho Bich nhan hd ly ciing giau rbi, sao
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con mac doé cii nat nhw vay?”. Trwdng Trung tiéu nhi quy
xudng khau dau noi “Téi that khéng biét y thi 1a gian tac, toi
@ trong vach ngan cli nat cua tir dwdng, ngay ngay an xin,
khéng an trdm dd dac cla ai. May hém truwdce vy thi di voi
mét nguwdi 4o xanh t&i tim tdi, cho téi tién, bao t6i dem t&i
phu Bbi I&c mot phong thw va tim ngw®i mai vé ay hai lan.
HAém kia, hém qua ho lai bao t6i di theo Lwu nhij gia khap
noi, dem chd & clia Lwu nhi gia ngay ngay nai lai cho y
thi”.

Lwu Thai Béo 1ap tirc bién sac, voi hdi “Nguwdi 4o xanh do
tré hay gia? Voc dang ra sao? Néu bay gio gap trén phd
ngwoi nhan ra dwoc y khéng?”. Trwdng Trung tiéu nhij lac
dau noi:

“Khéng nhan ra duoc, ho téi tir dwédrng tim t6i déu vao luc
khuya. Ngui 4o xanh doé lai ding rat xa, khdng noi cau
nao, méat mdi déu che kin nén tdi nhin khéng ré”. Lwu Thai
B&o lai héi “Lam viéc do, ho cho ngwoi bao nhiéu tién?”.
Thiét tiéu Béi lac noi “M6t ngay cho téi hai quan tién, toi
con phai chia cho ngudi khac!”, y dang néi thi Théc dau
wng trong quan di ra, thdy Lwu Thai Bao bén ndi:

“O day noi khong tién, y cé néi cling chwa chac chiu noi
that. Nao giai y ra khéi thanh, dan cho y mét tran trwdc da,

sau doé hay héil”. Trwéng Trung tiéu nhi lai khoc réng [én,

158



khau dau noi:

“T6i néi déu la sw that ma!”.

Lwu Thai Bdo nhin Thdc dau wng xua tay, y twoi cwdi nhin
Trwéong Trung tiéu nhj néi:

“Dirng so'! Ta biét & nguwdi ndi déu 1a that, nguoi dé mu
gia dé sai khién chang qua vi tién, nhwng ngwoi lai khéng
biét Lwu nhij cling c6 tién”. Néi xong 1ay ra mot nén bac dui
vao tay Trwdng Trung tiéu nhj néi:

“Ta cho ngwoi nén bac nay truéc d& ngwoi nght cach
nhan rdé mat mii cda mu gia va ngudi ao xanh do, nhé
giong ndi clia ho, cé thé do tham ra nha clia ho hodc 1a 1én
trdm dd vat bén nguwdi ho giao cho ta, ta sé thwdng mudi
lwong bac, hon nira sau nay sé luén luén cham séc
nguwoi”. Théc ddu wng dirng canh ciing noi:

“Lwu nhi gia la thay cta pha Béi lac, hau ha nguoi gidu
nhuw y, tiéu t& nguoi sé khéng phai an xin nia”.

Trwérng Trang tiéu nhij rdi rit vang da, quy xubng khiu dau
ta on. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Nguwoi di di! Lam xong viéc ndi cho Théc dai gia thi ta sé
biét”, néi xong y m&i Thdc dau wng va hai ga 1éu 16ng vao
an ubng. Théc dau wng khé noi:

“Lwu gia, huynh vira réi lam viéc khéng sai, rat sang suét,

nhwng ... sao budi tdi khdng t&i dé phuc san, ltc hai ngudi
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doé vira téi chang ta sé bat?”.

Lwu Thai Bao héi:

“Cac nguoi cé bao nhiéu ngudi cé thé giap ta?”. Thdc dau
wng noi:

“Mudn mudi thi cé muwdi, mudn hai muwoi thi cé hai mwoi”.
Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Tét nhat Ia co thé cd mét tram nguwdi”. Thde dau wng noi:
“Mot trdm ngudi t6i cling kiém ra, nhwng qua nhiéu nam
day ra dé thi gian tac nhin thay con dam téi gan a ?”. Lwu
Thai Bao cwoi noi:

“Ta chi dua théi, hai ba tram nguwdi cling chi la quan sw
cua Lwong Son Bac, vd dung, vd nghé cua hai tén gian
tac do rat cao, cdng phu da hanh rat gidi, ta da Ianh gido
qua hai ba 1an, vi vay ta that khdng dam déi dau voi
ching. Bay gi® ta chi mudn tim chat chirng cv, néu khong
thi phai doi qua may ngay, ta c6 mét bang hivu téi Bac
Kinh, bao ¢b ta giup ta”. Théc dau wng hoi:

“Nguwoi bang hiru nay cda huynh 1a nhan vat thé nao? Vé
nghé cao cuwdng khéng?”. Lwu Thai Bao mim cw&i noi:
“La mét phu n&¥”. Théc dau wng lay rat lam la noi:

“C6 bao nhiéu phu nir t¢i day huynh déu quen tat a ?”.
Lwu Thai B&o mim cuwoi dirng day, tra tién an, noi:

“Vi phu ni nay khéng phai tam thwérng dau! Ta cling chwa
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hé gap, nhwng da nghe danh. V& nghé tuy khéng may cao
so v&i ta nhwng ciing da dé giup dé ta. Co ¢b ta giup, cung
v&i vo cla ta boé ra chut stre lwe, bon ta mdt nam hai nr du
dé gian tac khong thé trén thoat, bay gi® xin ba vj ctr ngdi
choi!”, néi xong y di ra, mua chut mi, goi it than cui, quay
vé nha, dem chuyén vira réi ké mot lwot cho Twong Mudi
nghe.

Ké doé hai ngudi &n com t6i. An com xong, trdi con som,
lai c6 bon Ly Truwd'ng Tho trong phu tédi tang qua chuc
mng ho 13y nhau.

Lwu Thai Bao, Thai Twong Mudi lai bdi tiép nhirng ngudi
nay uéng rwou, com khach mét hoi lau, qua canh hai maéi
ra vé. Lwu Thai Bao va Thai Twong Mudi lai dé cwong dao
bé&n canh minh, chuan bj mét luc 1au, nhwng mai dén canh
ba, cling khédng cé chuyén gi xay ra. Ba ngay nay ho déu
ngl khéng yén giac, dén luc 4y tinh than rat ué oai, hai
ngwdi dbi mat ma ngap dai. Lwu Thai Bao khéng nhin
dwoc cudi, bén néi “Hém nay da hoan toan ché phuc
dwoc tham tlr cha gian tic, chang ta chuyén t&i day, gian
téc chac ciing khdng biét.

Pirng lo v& van niva! Déng clra ngl thoi!”.

NGi roi, Lwu Thai Bao déng clra, luc nay Twong Mudi da

ué odi nam trén giwdng. Lwu Thai Bdo dong cira xong, tan
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mét cai ghé vao clra, cai ghé vira mai tan vao lai nghe loat
soat mot trang, tr ngoai khe clra c6 mot t& gidy dut vao.
Lwu Thai Bao hodng so voi nam mop xudng bo t&i canh
giwvdong, kéo chan Twong Mubi mét cai. Twong Mudi giat
ndy minh voi ngdi day. Lwu Thai Bao chi ra clra, chi thay
tor gidy d6 mai tlr khe ctra dat vao, roi xubng trong cira.
Thai Twong Mudi cdm dao nhin ra ngoai, tlrc gian chivi
“Cai gi vay?”. Lwu Thai Bao vdi can nang. Twong Mubi tirc
gian nhay xudng dat dinh ra m& clra. Luc bay gi® lai nghe
soat mot tiéng, mét mai &m khi xuyén qua |&p gidy dan
ctra s bay vao.

Thai Twong Mudi véi mop xudng nhwng mii am khi khéng
sai khéng chéch cdm thang vao bim téc bén phai cta
nang. Mii tén nay chi dai ba tAc, rat nhé, gibng nhw chiéc
tram trén toc Twong Mudi. Twong Mudi s¢' dén ndi khéng
dam chi nira. Hai ngudi ngdi xdm dwéi dat hon mét gior
mé&i dirng day, chan dau té dai. Thai Twong Mudi rat mdi
tén trén toc xudng, thay mii tén rat nhon. Lwu Thai Bao
nhat gidy 1&8n xem, lai la nét chir ngay ngan chinh té, tbng
cong c6 muoi ldm chir “Trong vong ba ngay, néu hai
ngwoi khong roi khai kinh, at cod dai nan!”.

Lwu Thai Béo luc bay gid trai lai khéng s, chi gian dén

murc méat khdng con chdt mau, trivng cdp mat ba goc, gat
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dau lia lia noi:

“Duoc, dwoc! Blrc bach bon ta nhw vay, bon ta phai liéu
mang v&i cac nguoil”. Ké dé lai tAn 1én cira them mot cai
ban dai, phut mot tiéng théi tat dén, cung Twong Mudi di
ngl, sau nlra dém chi cé tiéng gidy clra sé bj gié thdi phan
phat, cling khéng c6 chuyén gi xay ra.

Sang s&m hém sau, Lwu Thai Bao t¢i pha Béi ldc muwon
mé&t con ngwa chién, cwdi ra Nam thanh, dau tién t&i Toan
Hwng tiéu cuc gap Dwong Kién Budng, néi ré minh hién
da chuyén nha, nhung & dé lai rat bat én, trong dém dau
tién da bj ké gian quay rdi, xin y tdi nay phai ngudi toi giup
d® canh phong ban dém.

Luc sap di Lwu Thai Béo lai mwon hai ngon trat thwong roi
t&i Thai Hwng tiéu diém tim Tén Chinh L&. Tén Chinh L&
khéng & trong tiéu diém ma ra thanh luyén quyén. Lwu
Thai Bao ciing & lai néi chuyén, néi minh hién trd & Hoa
Vién Dai vién trong An Dinh Mén, toi nay moi To6n Chinh
L& t&i nha, cé viéc can ban bac, nhung bao y dirng quén
mang theo binh khi. Sau d6 Lwu Thai Bao lai cw®i nguwa
cam hai ngon trat thwong vao thanh, tré vé nha truéc, dwa
moét ngon thuwong cho Twong Mudi, néi rd chu trwong cla
y hém nay. Twong Mudi rat mirng, noi:

“Ngwoi mau trd ngwa vé phu di, ching ta di ngay”. Lwu
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Thai Bao noi:

“Drng voi, cb lam com trwde d3a, thirc an chuan bi thém
may mon, t6i nay co khdng it bang hiru t&i I”. Thai Twong
Mudi vui vé noi:

“Ngwoi di mau réi vé mau!”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi cwdi gat
dau, ra khdi nha cwdi ngwa di.

Lwu Thai Bao hém nay dac biét phan khi. Y dem ngua toi
trad Thiét pha, roi téi Tay Dai Vién gap Théc dau wng, cao
giong dam luan viéc bat gian tac, cdm gian dap ban x6
ghé, khdng gidng nhw hai hdm trwdc khé tiéng néi chuyén
so nguwoi khac biét.

Ra khdi Tay Dai Vién, y quay vé nha thi thay Thai Twong
Mudi da lam com xong. Hai ngw¢i dung bira xong, Luwu
Thai Bao lau miéng nai:

“Chung ta di!”.

Luc &y Thai Twong Mudi cdm day thirng va thanh la, Lwu
Thai Bado cam hai ngon thuwong, hai ngw®i déu mac ao
ngan, vira ra cong thi gap Dac Loc. Pac Léc ngac nhién
hoi:

“Hai nguwoi di dau vay?”. Lwu Thai Bao cwoi noi:

“Di mai v&, kiém may déng 1é tiéu”. Pac Loc noi:

“Cac nguwoi dirng di quay réi!”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Quay rbi gi? Bbi lac gia da ra Iénh cho bon ta pha an!”.
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Pac Loc noi:

“Hém qua Béi Iac gia chang qua |a nhat thoi cao hirng,
thuan miéng nai thoéi”.

Lwu Thai Bao néi “Bdi Iac gia miéng vang I&i ngoc, tuy tién
ndi ra cling chang khac gi y chi. Ldc gia, hdm nay bon ta
di, c6 |1& sé diéu tra vu an, nhwng co 18 sé gay ra dai hoa.
Nguwoi hdy nhé bon ta mét chut, chi can thay ca ngay bon
ta khéng quay vé thi phai ngudi di hdi tham!”, néi xong
cwdi dan Twong Mudi di.

Hai ngwoi vira di vira noi cudi, t&i cdng ctiia Ngoc phi &
phd 1&n phia tay Cé Lau. Phia sau ho da sém c6 rat nhiéu
nguwdi, déu noi:

“That ky quai! Cé nwong nay khéng phai la con gai cia B
dau sao? B dau bij gian tac giét chét roi, sao c6 ta lai theo
ga dan 6ng nay di mai vd?”, lai c6é nguwdi noi:

“Céac nguwoi khdng nhan ra 8? Nguoi dan 6ng nay la Nhéat
doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bdo, y va cd gai dé dai khai la lay
nhau réi. Hdm nay cai trang nhw vay dé mai vé, khéng
chung co y gi do?”.

Lac bay gid trdi da gan trwa, Lwu Thai Bdo & dwdi go cao
trwdc cbng Ngoc phi vay goi mot dam déng vay quanh.
Pau tién y 14y hai ngon trat thwong budc day thirng vao roi

cam xudng dat, l1am gia gitr day. Thai Twong Mudi khom
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ngwdi lay doan dé quan chat hai, Lwu Thai Bao cam thanh
la 1&n, khua keng keng may tiéng, ngang dau nhin moi
ngwdi noi “Dién trd gac lai hai ngay gibng nhw gac lai hai
nam, chuyén nao nhiét & Thé thanh d&@m hédm trwdc chac
cac vi déu da biét. May hom nay tdi lo chén nhac phu, 14y
v, mat chut cong stre, hdm nay méi dan vo téi dién vai
chiéu cho chw vi giai sdu. Puoc, chuyén rwedm chi can noi
tat, chung ta hay khua thanh la 18n!”. Keng, keng, Thai
Twong Muéi lién vot Ién day, hai tay lac Iw nhw chim yén
lieng.

Lwu Thai Bao bén khua thanh la cao giong hat “Hanh tau
hanh tiu t&i Bac Kinh, truy bat Bich nhan hé ly tinh! Bich
nhan yéu hd c6 may ngudi?”. Y ngang nhin Twong Mudi
trén day. Twong Mudi vira nhun nhay vira gio ngon tay,
noi “Cé hai ngudil”. Lwu Thai Bao gat gat dau, roi tiép tuc
khua thanh la hat “La dai hd tinh va tiéu hd tinh”, ké ham
hwe néi “Bat dwoc con chdn Ién van tire gian, bat duwoc
con chdn nhé khéng dung tinh, 16¢ da né dé ta an thit no,
lAy xwong dau cla no ta dung Itra sdy khd, thit cla no ta
lam twong virng cay, da ca noé ta lam vai quan cd chan
gio lanh. Néu cac vi hditén va hota ...”. Y vd ngwc noi:
“Ta la Nhat doa lién hoa Lwu anh hung!” réi chi Twong

Mubi & trén day nai:

166



“Day la nguwdi dep ho Thai vo cua ta. Keng keng keng,
tiéng thanh la vang Ién, tiéu hé dai hd mau ra day, ra mudn
ta sé ...”. Lwu Thai Bao khéng phai khua thanh la mai vo,
that ra chi la ngoac miéng chri Ngoc pha trén go. Chung
quanh thay sap co6 chuyén, rat nhiéu ngwoi voi tranh ra.
Luc bay gid hai vién sai quan ciia nha mén Bé déc vung
vay roi da di xubng go, dudi moi ngudi tan ra.

Thai Twong Mudi bén nhay xuéng day vé cwong dao dwdi
dat. Lwu Thai Bdo ung dung xua tay noi:

“Dirng 16 mang! Xem ta dbi pho vai chang!”.

Lac bay gi® hai vién sai quan dan ndm sau ngudi day to
ctia Ngoc phu dung dung ndi gian di t&i, mot ngudi vung
roi nhin Lwu Thai Bao hung dr hoi:

“Ai cho nguoi t¢i day mai vo?”. Lwu Thai Bao ngang nhién
Noi:

“Nhat phdm dwong triéu Thiét Bbi Iac Thiét nhj gia bao ta
t&i day mai vé!”. Hai vién sai quan va téi t& Ngoc pha déu
giat nay minh. Vién sai quan c6 vé bén Ié€n hdi:

“Nguoi cé bang chirng gi?”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Ta |a sw phé day quyén cla Thiét pha, d6 chinh la bang
chrng!”. Vién sai quan lai hai:

“Nguwoi da la sw pho day quyén, viéc gi phai téi day mai

v6?”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi cwdi néi “Mai vé chang qua l1a an

167



than, ndi that 14 huynh dé dén diéu tra an, chi vi trong ban
pht bi mat mét thanh bao kiém, Bbi lac gia Iénh cho ta di
diéu tra. Ta di diéu tra do hdi, biét gian tadc d6 dang an nau
trong mot pha dé 1én, vi vay bat luan pha dé I1én nao, ta
cling déu phai toi diéu tral”. My nguwdi day té trieng mat
noi:

“Tai sao nguoi chi t¢i chd bon ta?”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi
noi:

“Ché khac ta chwa di, vi cac ngwoi gan nha ta, nén ta maoi
tGi trwdc dién tro vui cho cac vi xem!”.

Hai vién sai quan va bon day t& déu tire gian t&i mire mat
trang béch, ho noéi chuyén qua lai, ngwoi thi noi:

“Tiéu tlr nay cd y t&i lam loan, cb y lam méat mét dai nhan,
bat y di”, ngwdi lai khdng dam ra tay, sau cing mot vién
sai quan di vé phia déng, may ngudi & dé nhin Lwu Thai
Bao noi:

“Nguwoi dirng di, chung ta di thinh thi dai nhan da!”. Lwu
Thai Bdo cb y hi:

“Dai nhan la ai?”. Bon day t& dap:

“Dai nhan chinh 1a Bé dbéc Chinh dwdng Ngoc dai nhan,
tiéu t&r ngwoi ghi nhé vao éc la duwoc I”. Lwu Théai Bao
cw®i nhat néi “Thiralay a? Y ma toi day thi bon ta sé

dién trd hay, doi y chat tién thwdng”, ké d6 quay qua

168



Twong Mudi noi:

“Cd ban dirng & khéng, hay tap lai may trd khéo cho may
vi day gidi sdu. Ho s& m&i Than Tai t&i cho chang ta day!”.
Twong Mudi nghe y néi thé cwdi khanh khach mét tiéng,
lai phi than |&n day, uyén chuyén nhay nhét. Lwu Thai Bao
lai ra strc khua thanh la, hat:

“Co duyén tai gap Ngoc Chinh dwdng, Chinh dwdng cling
gibng ché qué hwong!”.

M6t ngudi day té cia Ngoc phd bwdc qua can, bi Lwu
Thai Bao mét cwdc da bay ra. Thai Twong Mubi vira mua
vira cw@i khanh khach, ciling noi:

“Nguwoi la huynh dé cda Chinh dwdng”. Lwu Thai Bao khua
thanh la néi “Tiéu thw nha ho 1a me nudi clia ta day!”. Pam
day t& ctia Ngoc phu ai cling xoa tay nan quyén, chi Lwu
Thai Bao nai:

“Thang tiéu t&r ngwoi néi bay ba gi thé!”. Lwu Thai Bao da
gido mdt cai noi:

“Céc vi dirng x6ng vao, coi chirng chju khd day!”. Lai khua
thanh la cao giong hat:

“Trong Ngoc phua c6 nudi dam cho”. Twong Mubi dirng trén
day, chi vao cbng I&n noi:

“Cdn c6 con chén biét leo twdng!”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi

cwdi vira khua thanh la vira nghi 1 hat. Lac &y phia déng
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cé mwdi may vién sai quan khde manh kéo téi, déu cam
don dao thiét xich, day thirng day xich. Lwu Thai Bao lai
noi v&i Twong Mubi:

“C6 ban xubng théi! Thu thap dd nghé di, Ngoc dai nhan
mo&i ching ta vao sanh gap mat day”.

Twong Mudi nhay xubéng day. Mwdi may vién v quan da
san t&i, khdng can dai dong, 1ay day xich tréi Lwu Thai Bao
lai. Lwu Thai Bao dwa thanh la cho ho, noi:

“Cai nay khéng d& dau, cac nguoi xiéng ta lam gi? Mudn
bat ta lam khi sao?”. Mét vién sai quan vung tay tat Lwu
Thai Bao mét cai, y cuwdi khé mét tiéng néi:

“Danh kéu vang lam! Nhwng céac 6ng anh mé to mat ma
nhin xem Lwu Thai Bao la ai nhé. Khéng phai khoe dau.
HAm nay vao nha mén ma Ngoc lao dau tha ta thi thoi,
chir néu khéng tha ra, bon ta sé gay ra chuyén I&n, cai
dau clia ta khéng quan trong, chir cai mao cua y cling
khéng chéc gitr dwoc dau!”.

Lai quay nhin Twong Mudi noi:

“Co6 ban dirng so! Can dam |én mét chut, vu quan ty nay
nhat dinh chung ta thdng ma”. Luc &y Twong Mudi ciing da
bi quan quan xich lai, nang chi noi:

“Ai cha! Cac 6ng anh dirng 16i ta day, néu déng tha niva ta

sé& chlri day. Brng x6 ta, ta tw biét di! Quan ranh con!”.
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Lwu Thai Bao phia trwéc nghénh ngang dac y, Thai Twong
Mudi phia sau hoi hoi cli dau, mwdi may vién sai quan ap
giai di, ngwdi trén phd déu tranh nup ra xa xa, khéng dam
nhin mét cai. Lwu Thai Bao va Twong Mudi bi ap giai t&i
nha mén Dé dbc. Luc bay gio Ngoc dai nhan dang ngoi
trén coéng dwdng, vira nghe noi bat gidi pham nhan gay
nao loan & nha t&i, l1ap tirc cho giai vao.

Lwu Thai Bao nhin thdy Ngoc dai nhan bén thinh an, cudi
Noi:

“Ngoc dai nhan ngai khde ch»?”. Ngoc dai nhan cam cay
thwéc dap ban mét cai, quat:

“Hon lao! Nguwoi dam vo 1é véi cdng dwong!”. Vién sai
quan hai bén cung quat |&n mét tiéng ham doa, an Lwu
Thai Bao va Thai Twong Mudi quy xuéng. Ngoc dai nhan
gian t&i mire chom rau 16m ddém bac rung 1&n, nhin Lwu
Thai Bao hai:

“Nguwoi tén gi ?”. Lwu Thai Bao dap:

“Toi ho Lwu tén Thai Bao, ngoai hiéu la Nhat doa lién hoa,
la sw pho day quyén cho pha Thiét Bbi lac, déi on duwoc
wu dai. Nnw hdm nay 1a vi trong pha bi mat mét thanh bao
kiém chém gang chét séat, Bdi lac gia 1&nh cho toi diéu tra
bat gian tac. C6 gai nay la con gai Thai Ban dau huyén Hoi

Ninh, thang trwéc theo cha t&i kinh diéu tra vu an, hién cé
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céng vang dwa cho huyén Uyén Binh va pht Thuan Thién
lam chirng. Phu than cla cé ta hdm trwdc bj gian tac giét
chét ngoai thanh dat Birc Thang Mén, quan da kham
nghiém t& thi. Gian tic Bich nhan hd ly Canh Luc Nwong
hién 4n nau l1am bdc phu tai mot pha dé 1on. Y con cé mot
dd dé tro giup, da an trdm bao kiém, giét chét B6 dau va
mua chudc cai bang Trudng Trung tiéu nhi tham thinh
hanh tung cla bon téi, ca ngay ca dém t&i chd & cla vo
chong t6i dwa thw hdm doa ...”. N6i xong y méc trong tui
4o ra to giay tr khe ctra dwa vao téi qua noi:

“Day la but tich cua gian tac, md&i dai nhan qua muc”.

T& gidy nay do sai quan bén canh d6n lay dwa Ién, chuyén
t&i tay dai nhan ngoi trén sanh dwéng. Ngoc dai nhan don
lAy xem qua mdt lwot, nét oai nghiém bdng dbi thanh vé
kinh ngac, lai nhin Thai Twong Mudi héi qua may cau, roi
sai nha dich gidi Lwu Thai Bao, Thai Twong Mudi ra. K& do
phai mwdi may vién sai quan vé nha minh canh gac ngoai
cbng, bat k& ngwdi nao trong pha ciing khdng dworc tw do
ra vao. Sau dé lai sai ngudi lay ngwa, Ngoc dai nhan lai
mang bdn vién sai quan qua phu Thiét Béi I&c yét kién.
HAém &y nguwdi trong thanh da dén am 1&n, déu noi Nhat
doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao dat theo mét ¢ gai di day gay

nao loan & céng phi d& Ngoc dai nhan, da bi nha mén bé
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déc bat gitr. Nhwng dén sau gi® trva, Lwu Thai Bao va
Thai Twong Mudi da dwoc tha ra, tat ca vat dung dé biéu
dién cling khéng bi gilr.

Lwu Thai Bao van nghénh nghénh ngang ngang, Thai
Twong Mudi di canh y cuwdi cwdi néi ndi, hai vor chdng lai
tré vé Hoa Vién Dai vién. Luc 4y con rat sém, nhwng truwde
cbng nha ho da cé mét han tlr dang dirng. Nguwdi nay mac
40 chén ngan, tay cam cwong dao chdp chdp, nhin thay
Lwu Thai Bao lién néi “Tiéu t& ngwoi méi vé a? Ta chd
ngwoi sbt ca rudt’. Lwu Thai Bao cuwdi néi “Tén dai ca ol
Anh that nong tinh qua, t6i mdi anh t6i téi giup tdi chan
giac, sao anh t¢i sém thé?”. Tén Chinh L& néi “Ta che
khéng dwoc! Ta da an com chiéu roi”. Lwu Thai Bao néi
“Tét qua! Nh& anh chuyén gi cling khéng bi 1& viéc”, ké
gidi thiéu Thai Twong Mudi vai y, lai méi Ton Chinh Lé
vao nha.

Lwu Thai Bdo khéng dam noi chuyén vira xay ra, vi biét
tinh nét cia Tén Chinh L&, nghe nai trwdc day y cung Du
Tu Lién t&i Ha Nam, doc dwdng da gay ra cho Du Tu Lién
khéng biét bao nhiéu chuyén rac rdi. Bay gi& néu ké lai
chuyén chi gidc trwdc cdng Ngoc pha, thi ngudi ban nay
nhat dinh s& cam dao x6ng bira vao Ngoc phl bat gidc.

Cho nén vao nha rdi, y chi bdo Twong Mudi ndi Itra ndu
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nwéc pha tra. Y tim cach ndéi chuyén tao lao v&i To6n Chinh
L&. Tén Chinh L& cling khéng thay chan, chi noi:

“Thang tiéu t& ngwoi khéng biét lam viéc! Hom trudc &
Thé thanh ngwoi moi ta thi ta da bat duwoc gidc réi, cha vo
cla nguwoi cling khédng dén néi phai chét!”. Lwu Thai Bao
chi con cach gat dau néi “bung Iam! Cho nén tdi méi hoi
han! Luc bay gi® t6i quén mat phai méi Ton dai ca’.

Pang trd chuyén, chot nghe tiéng déng ngoai dwdng, Tén
Chinh L& dirng day cam dao bwdc ra, Lwu Thai Bao ciing
voi theo ra, té ra 1a Dac Loc vé. Bac Loc nhin thay thanh
dai dao trong tay Ton Chinh Lé so tai ca mét, may 1a Ton
Chinh L& biét y, chwa vung dao I&én. Lwu Thai Bao voi day
Tén Chinh Lé vao trong phong noi:

“Dai ca, anh dirng ndng nay! Gian tdc ciing khéng thé téi

lap tre, day la chud nha cua t6i ma”.
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Vwong Do Lw

Ngoa H6 Tang Long
H6i 3

bao bau lap loe tay hiép nt
Pén long khac khoai han hong nhan

Tén Chinh Lé gat dau, Dac Loc & bén ngoai goi:

“Bdi l&c gia bdo ngwoi di ngay bay gi®!”. Lwu Théai Bao w
mot tiéng, nhin Tén Chinh L& noi:

“Tén dai ca cir ngdi choil Bbi lac gia dang goi téi, téi di mot
lat s& quay lai. Lat nira con cé biéu huynh Dwong Kién
Puwdng cla t6i tdi, tdi nay gian téc sé t&i, luc do hoan toan
phai nhd dai ca ddng thu, bay gi& mdi dai ca nghi ngoi
trwée!”. Toén Chinh L& gat dau, dat dao xudng noi:

“Di roi vé cho mau!”. Lwu Thai Bao r mot tiéng, ra khai
phong cung Pac Léc di ra khdi nha mon, Dac Loc mat mdi
U é noi:

“HAm nay ngwoi gay ndo loan gi vay? Néu khdng co Boi
lac gia ndi giup, nhat dinh Ngoc dai nhan sé phat nang

nguoil”.
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Lwu Thai Bao cwdi néi:

“Khdng co6 Bbi lac gia phia sau ta cling khéng dam lam
chuyén nay”. Pac Léc noi:

“Hién Ngoc dai nhan con trong phu,y rat gian, mudn nguoi
chi ra ai la gian tac trong nha ho!”. Lwu Thai Bao cw&i néi:
“Ta c6 nodi la gian tac dang & nha y dau? H6m nay ta chi
nghi pham la phu dé I&n thi phai tham do, khéng ngd méi
thr 1an dau thi dung phai nha ldo gia”. Pac Loc noi:
“Nguwoi chi gidi cai, ai cling khéng tin chuyén ngwoi lam
hém nay la khéng c6 y d6. Vén may hém nay, cac nguoi &
ngoai ndi blra Ia cai gi gian tdc dang &n nau trong pha dé
I&n, hém nay ngwoi lai t&i trwdc cdng Ngoc phi chivi
mang, khéng phai la nguwoi da néi rd roi sao? Gian tac
dang an nau trong phu y”. Lwu Thai Bao thé luwdi chéi:

“Ta khéng ch&ri mang, cling khéng néi gi ca”.

Hai nguwoi téi pha Béi lac, Dac Loc vao trong bam truwdrc,
lat sau méi dan Lwu Thai Bao vao vién. Thiét tiéu Béi lac
hém nay than sac ciing khéng hay, hoi:

“HOm nay tai sao ngwoi dam t&i tredc phd Ngoc dai nhan
quéy réi?”. Lwu Thai Bao kinh can dap:

“Téi khéng dam di quay rdi, vi hdm qua nghe Id0 gia day
bdo, hém nay phai tim cach di tim gian tac, dé giup 3o gia

truy hoi thanh bao kiém ay vé!”.
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Ngoc dai nhan ngdi bén canh tirc gian dén mdrc khéng kim
dwoc thé hdn hén noi:

“Lwu Thai Bao, nguwoi nhat dinh cho rang nir tdc Bich nhan
hd ly d6 dang &n nau trong nha ta 4?”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:
“Tiéu nhan khéng dam néi vay, chang qua Thai Birc
Cwong luc sap chét tirng néi véi con géi y gian tac dé
dang an nau trong mét phu dé I1én gan Cb Lau”. Ngoc dai
nhan dwng day, noi:

“Ta dan ngwoi vao nha ta, cho ngwoi nhan dién tl trén
xubng dwdi, chi can ngwoi nhan ra gian tic, ta sé giao
gian tac cho quan x{ tl, sau d6 ta cam chju dé triéu dinh
phan x&!”. Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Téi khédng dam di nhan dién! Vi hém trwde luc giao dau &
Thé thanh Birc Thang Mbn troi da tdi, tdi khéng thay rd
mat mi cGa gian t3c. Tai chi biét y 1a mét ba gia lwng
cong, tay chéng gay sat, dé chinh 1a binh khi cla y thi, cai
lwng cong cua vy thi cling la gia trang gia nua, néu vy thi
dirng thang lwng thi con cao hon toi”.

Ngoc dai nhan dwdng nhuw giat minh mét cai, Lwu Thai
Bao lai noi:

“Codn c6 mot dd dé cua y thi khoang hai mwoi tudi tré la,
véc ngwdi nhé nhan, mac quan ao xanh. Ngwdi dé moi

chinh 1a thd pham trédm kiém, hung tha giét ngudi. Y ngay
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dém tim chang téi quay réi, dé bac canh gbi vo t6i, dé lai
thw ép ching téi ri khdi Bac Kinh, chi vi ¢6 vor chong toi &
day, biét rd ngudn gdc cla y thi, sém téi nhat dinh chang
s& gay an”, y lai lay 1a thw dwa t&i phong tro dém truwéde ra
dwa cho Thiét B6i lac. Thiét Bbi Iac xem xong cudi cwdi
noi:

“Tén gian tac nay gibng nhuv mot tay hao han!”. Ngoc dai
nhan tinh than IGc Ay rat bat an, bén noi:

“Trong nha ta trén dwéi cling cé hon tram ngwdi, co khi
cling c6 ngwdi xau ndo an nup trong dé, bay gi® ta sé phai
ngwoi xem lai, bat luan ai cling khéng dwoc tuy tién ra
vao. Bay gi® ta phai vé nha dich than luc soat, néu tim ra
ké kha nghi, ta sé tw xin hoang thwong phan x&”, néi xong
cao tir Thiét Béi 13c ra ve.

Trong nay Thiét tiéu Béi Iac lai dan do Lwu Thai Bao:

“Vé sau khéng dwoc hanh sy mao mudi nhuw vay nira. dé
xay ra chuyén, ta khdng con cach nao che ché cho nguoi
dau”. Lwu Thai Bao ludn miéng ta on rdi lui ra, vui nhw mé&
c® trong bung. Nhuwng thy da khéng con sém, y vdi quay
vé. Luc by gi® trong nha y da c6 ndm vi bang hiru ti,
ngoai Tén Chinh L& con cd Trirng nhan Tiét Bat, Oai dau
Banh Ctru, Hoa nguwu nhi Ly Thanh, Thiét lac da Lwong

Thét, sé nay déu do Dwong Kién Buwdng phai toi. Tat ca
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déu mang binh khi chuan bj d&m dén giup vo chdng Lwu
Thai Bao bat gian tac. Théc dau wng ciing tdi bao tin, noi
Trwéorng Trang tiéu nhi da bj nha mén Dé dbc bat, y bén
cuwoi noi:

“Tot rbi! Tha phap clia chang ta hém nay da tam dworc,
bay gi&» d& xem thu doan cla hai tén gian tdc dé thé nao,
xem chung cé thé thoat khoi lwdi khong!”.

Giay lat troi da téi den, ltc nay dinh Ngoc Chinh dwéng
trén go phia tdy Cé Lau phong bi rat nghiém mat, Ngoc dai
nhan da vé t&i pha. Y da hon sau mwoi tudi, tirng lam
quan hién hach, 1ap rat nhiéu cong lao, hai vi cong tw lai
déu lam Tri phd & ngoai tinh, la bac trdm anh thé phiét,
hién quy dwong th&i, ma hdm nay lai bi mét ga vo lai &
cho bua nhw Lwu Thai Bao Iam nhuc, trong Idng rat buc
tirc, dan dam téi t theo hiu quay vé t&i trwée cdng phd,
thay trén go cao trwdc phii c6 ndm sau vién sai quan,
trwdc cbng 16N ciing cé hai ngwdi dirng, tat cad déu cam
dao sang loang. Vira thiy dai nhan tré vé, déu nhét té
dwrng nghiém.

Ngoc dai nhan xubéng ngwa vao cdng, hai day t& tric ban
la Quy Lai, Luc Lai déu voi theo sau y.

Trwéc nay Ngoc dai nhan ra nha mén dau tién 1a vé pha

thay ao, hébm nay lai khéng nhw vay. Y di xuyén qua hanh
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lang vao khach sanh trwéc. Luc nay khach sanh khdng co
nguwdi, trong sanh lai bay bién mét sé khi cu va binh cb,
dinh déng cdm hoa & va cay tlr dan van van rat tdi tam,
khéng nhin ré vat gi. Quy Lai voi ddt hai ngon nén, bé nén
cling la ddng cd. Nén sang lung lay, chiéu sang mot géc
trong dai sanh nay. Ngoc dai nhan t&i vach twdng phia
déng, goi:

“Cam dén lai!”. Quy Lai, Luc Lai méi ngudi buwng mot cai
bé nén, véi di téi vach twdng phia ddng, phan ra dirng hai
bén dai nhan. Ngoc dai nhan lai ngdng mat nhin gian
twong.

Gilra twdng treo mot ddi lién ddi trén viét “Trang sang ctra
lan d&rc an che mai, Gié xuan tredng hé céng nghiép lau
dai’. Tén ngw¢i dwoc tang la “Lan Hién nhan ba dai nhan
quan thwdng”, tén ngudi tang 1a “Nhan ngu diét L6 Quan
Béi kinh viét”. Bén dwdi déng hai ddu 4n muwe son hinh
vudng, chir ndi 1a tén ho, chir chim la Tham hoa khoa Mé.
But phap cla dbi lién dbi nay viét rat hon hau, theo kiéu
chi¥ I& Bat phan. Ngoc dai nhan Iy ra mét to& gidy, chinh la
but tich hdm nay & dai dwdng ma ga vo lai cho bua Lwu
Thai Bao kia dwa ra, trén cling la chir 18 viét:

“Néi trong ba ngay, néu hai ngwoi khdng rai kinh, tat cé

dai nan”.
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Ngoc dai nhan nhin chi trong 1a thw roi nhin cau lién, qua
that thay chir viét gibng hét nhau, ré rang do mét ngudi
viét. Ngoc dai nhan 1ap tirc 16 vé kinh ngac, vudt chom rau
16m dbém bac ngéan ra héi lau, tw nha:

“Quai la! L& Quan Béi 1a ngw®i minh thich nhét, y thwdng
t&i phd minh, minh da c6 y ga Kiéu Long cho y. Y mai thi
dau Tién si dé tam danh, 1a Bién tu vién Han 1am, thiéu
nién tai t&r, phu than y cling ttrng lam Thi lang bd Céng,
chang I& y con 1am gian tic sao? L& nao lai thé! L& nao lai
thé!”.

Ngoc dai nhan cét t& gidy di, hoi cau may, ra khdi khach
sanh, theo hanh lang thong tha di vao phu, da co t6i t¢
dirng & clra ngan goi vong vao trong, bao “Dai nhan da
vé!”. Luc 4y cac phong trong pht déu thap dén, trong gian
phong phia bac ctiia Ngoc dai nhan da c6 ngudi mé clra
ra, cudn blrc sao lén, hai ngwdi béc phu budc ra don,
cung néi “Dai nhan da vél”.

Ngay thwdng Ngoc dai nhan chwa tirng nhin téi dam béc
phu, vi vay tudi tac dién mao clia may ngudi bdc phu trong
ph( y déu hoan toan khéng biét r6. Hom nay lai khac, thay
hai béc phu nay, y lai dwa méat nhin cham cham. Bi vao
phong, phu nhan tir trong ra doén, cling néi “Pai nhan vé

roi”. Ngoc dai nhan gat dau, t¢i ngdi 1én cai giwong gb,
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mét bdc phu bung tra téi, bdc phu kia dem diéu hat thube
lao. Ngoc thai thai bén hadi “Dai nhan dung com chuwa?”.
Ngoc thai thai da thay vé mat wu phién ctia Ngoc dai nhan
nén khéng dam hai nhiéu. Ngoc dai nhan rit hai hoi thubc
lao, réi dwa mat ra hiéu, hai boc phu lién IUi ra.

Anh dén trong gian phong chiéu 1&én béng vo chdng gia.
Ngoc dai nhan nhin vg ha giong ndi vé vu an quai la hém
nay roi dwa t& gidy cho phu nhan xem, Ngoc phu nhan
cling rat kinh ngac, noi:

“L6 Quan Boi quyét khéng thé lién quan dén vu nay”. Ngoc
dai nhan néi:

“Dwong nhién khéng thé cé lién quan, y 1a mot vi Han [am,
than thé lai map nhw vay, sao co thé lam phi tac dwoc?”,
udng mdt ngum tra, lai ndi nho:

“Nhwng Lwu Thai Bo néi y da diéu tra ra gian tic Bich
nhan hé ly Canh Luc Nwong dang an nau lam bdc phu cho
nha ta, khodng hon ndm muwoi tudi, lwng cong, con cé dd
dé cla y thi, 1a mot d¥a nhé khodng hai muoi tudi tré lai,
voc nguwdi rat nhd, dai khai cling la ngwdi nha ching ta
dung. Ba nghi xem, nguw®i nha chung ta dung rat nhiéu,
van nhét that c6 ngu®i nao an nup trong dé lai khdng dang
s sao? Vi vay hdm nay ta sai ngwdi canh phong cdng

pha, khdng cho ai tuy tién ra vao. Tdi dinh goi tat ca té
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nam t& nir von co trong ngoai phu ra, chi can hoi co kha
nghi, lién cho ho tién céng hai thang, bao ho Iap t&rc di khai
day”.

Ngoc phu nhan vdi xua tay néi “Lam thé khéng dwoc! Luu
Thai Bao da Ia hang vé lai cho bua, ¢ 1& y dwa thé luc
cua Thiét Bi Iac, c6 y doa dam nha chdng ta”. Ngoc dai
nhan Iac dau noi:

“Khéng phéi doa dam! Bém trwdc & thanh dat ngoai clra
DPlrc Thang dung |1a c6 mot Bd dau cliia huyén ngoai chét.
Bb d4u d6 dan con gai lay danh nghia di mai vé d& ngam
do tra gian tdc. Nghe néi ho tirng mai vé trwdc cdng ching
ta, Long nhi cling tirng ra xem?”.

Ngoc phu nhan trdm ngadm mét luc, bén noi “Nguwdi trong
nha chung ta tuy nhiéu, nhwng ciing ké ra dwgc. Bén a
hoan trong dam nir boc déu con rat nhd.

Nguwdi hau téi dung trong phong nay c6 Tién ma ma, St
ma ma, Tiét ma ma, déu da theo tdi nhiéu nam, lac & Tan
Cwong ho déu hdu ha tdi. Con Khanh ma ma, Trwong ma
ma, tuy la ngwdi maéi thué nhwng déu co lai lich, hon niva
cling déu khéng gia. Cao s nwong, H6 ma ma hau ha
Long nhi &ng ciing d4 biét, theo ching ta cling nam séau
nam roi, khdng hé sai pham chuat gi. Néu néi béc phu lwng

cong, chi c6 Bang ma ma, téc thi déu bac trang, con bi
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bénh suyén, thij lai la vi em cla dai thiéu gia ching ta, t6i
vé v&i 6ng mot nam thi thué thj, con co gi ma khéng tin
cay dwoc chu?”.

Ngoc dai nhan trdm ngam khéng noi, chot nghi téi Cao sw
nwong, chuy&n ndm nam vé trwdc hién ra trong dau y. Luc
& Tan Cuwong, y ddm nhiém v chirc mwei may ndm hién
hach, lic ay chi co con géi Kiéu Long theo bén canh. Kiéu
Long ltc sau tudi da co thé doc sach viét chiv. Luc d6 y da
m&i mot thay day viét chi, 1a mét tai td thi rét cta Van
Nam, tén Cao Van Nhan. Ngw&i nay that ky tai, khéng
nhirng kinh str déu théng, ma con gidi thw hoa, vé binh thw
chién phap dac biét thanh thao. Ngoc dai nhan tirng qua
may |an dai chién, toan nhd Cao Van Nhan chi bao mai
dwoc dai thang, 1ap dwoc ky cong. Vi vay Cao Van Nhan
khéng nhirng la thiy day chir cla nha y ma con [a mot vij
s gia trong doanh. Cao Van Nhan mét than mét minh,
chwa tirng ké v&i ai vé gia thé cta y, binh sinh chi thich du
1am son thiy, mbi ba nam tat phai xuat du mét 1an, méi 1an
phai nlra ndm mé&i quay vé. Cach day ndm nam chot Cao
Van Nhan lai dan vé mét phu ni¥ néi Ia vo' y, hai vo' chéng
cung & trong nha mén. Sau hai ndm bdng nhién Cao Van
Nhan bi bénh chét, vo khdng c6 nha ma vé, bén & lai trong

phu giup viéc may va théu thua, ntra la bdéc phu ntra la
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khach, bat luan ngudi trén ké duwdi déu goi la Cao sw
nwong. Ngoc dai nhan nghi chi cé nguwdi nay cé chut kha
nghi, nhwng ngudi dang nghi la chong ba ta. Ba ta tuy da
trén dwéi nam mwoi, nhwng lwng khéng cong, hon nira
con trAdm mac it noi, bdn n@m nam nay sudt ngay & trong
phong khau va, chwa tirng lam chuyén gi sai trai. Ngoc dai
nhan vubt chdm rau suy nghi k¥, cdm thay trong nha minh
that khéng cé Bich nhan hé ly gi d6, hon nira dam téi t&
tré tudi ngoai vién cling toan la con em ctia may nguodi day
t& gia, khdng co6 ngwdi ngoai, that khién y mé mit khdng
biét tim manh mdi tr dau.

Luc 4y Ngoc phu nhan bén canh ndi xen vao:

“Téi khuyén dai nhan cling khéng can lo nghi vé chuyén
nay, trudc cdng trong pha tuy phai canh phong, nhung
cling khédng nén dé 16 ra. Mét la khai khién gian tac lo so,
bi don vao thé nay ra y xau gi dé. Hai Ia néu trong nha
ching ta khdng c6 ngudi xau gi dd ma minh da so béng
so' gid, néu ngudi ngoai biét, at sé ché cuoil”.

Ngoc dai nhan gat dau, cdm thay phu nhan nai rat dang, rit
hai hoi thubc lao, noi:

“Ngay mai trwdrc tién goi Quan Boi dwa to gidy nay cho y
xem”. Ngoc phu nhan cuwoi noi:

“Theo t6i thay ha tat cho y biét chuyén nay, v lai ttrc gian,
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thién ha xwa nay con c6 Han lam lam gian tac sao?”. Ngoc
dai nhan noi:

“Chir viét cta y tuy rat dep nhwng lai khdng phai 1a nha thw
phap ndi danh gi, but tich cia y lwu truyén & ngoai lai
khéng nhiéu, lam sao gian téc cé thé mé phéng gidéng hét
chir cta y dwoc?”. Ngoc phu nhan cling ngac nhién mét
lic, nhwng lai thay dai nhan rat phan khich, lai cwdi noi:
“May ma chung ta chwa ga Long nhi cho y’.

Ngoc phu nhan vira nhac t&i viéc hdn nhan cia con gai,
Ngoc dai nhan cling t&i chuyén khac, bén than:

“No6i dung ra L& Quan Béi dung 1a mét thiéu nién tai ba!
Hai mwoi bdn tudi dau Tham hoa, vao vién Han lam, clng
that hiém co.

Trwéc day 130 phu nhan nha y da cw tuyét tiéu thw cla
Tran Trung dwdng, chi dé y t&i Long nhi, ta nghi chi can
ho lai nhac t&i thi ching ta sé déng y ga. Hai nha vdn than
thiét tl 1au, lam thdng gia v&i nhau, sé cang than hon.
Long nhi ndm nay cling mwoi tam tudi rdi, chang I& con
lam cham tré chuyén clia né sao?”.

Ngoc phu nhan hoi chau may néi “Dwdng nhw Long nhi
biét rdi, nhwng téi thy né c6 vé khéng wng y. Hon nira tuy
L& Quan Boi la mét thiéu nién tai gidi nhwng voc dang

twéng mao ciing rat ng® nghéch!”. Ngoc dai nhan co vé
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tlrc gian néi “Chuyén hén nhan ctia con gai ha cé thé do
no tw 1am chu? Toi sé quyét dinh viéc hédn nhan clia né, vé
sau s& khong thé cho né ra céng thwdng xuyén, dirng
trwdc cdng nhin ngudi ta di day, con ra thé théng gi?”.
Ngoc phu nhan khéng dam nhiéu I&i, Ngoc dai nhan lai hut
mot 6ng thudc 130, réi di vé phong thay ao nghi ngoi.

Giay lat dén canh hai, quy ct ciia Ngoc phu 1a bat luan
trén dwdi thi trlr ngudi trwe ban canh dém ra, dén canh hai
déu phai tat dén di nghi. Ngoc phu nhan hat cai tu thubc
lao ngan, ngdi trong phong im 1ang suy tw, bédng béc phu
Tiét ma ma drng bén hau néi “Tiéu thw t&i”. Theo quy cl
cta nguwoi Bat ky, pham la tiéu thw, thiéu gia, con dau,
hang ngay s&m tbi déu phai t&i trong phong cha me thinh
an hai lan. Cha Ngoc Kiéu Long la vé twédng, trwdece kia luc
viéc binh khan cip da mién phan |& tiét nay. Nhwng nang
moi ngay sang day trang diém xong va trudc khi di nga
cling phai t&i [am 1& vAn an mau than. Lac b4y gi& nang
gdp me, hanh 1& xong lién cuwdi hdi “Me, trong nha ching
ta hdm nay c6 chuyén gi vay? Cao sw nwong mudn toi
miéu B& Tat thdp hwong, nhung trudc cdng déu khéng
cho ba ra!”. Nang néi xong, lac v dau cwdi nhin mau than
nhw mot dira tré, trén mai téc den nhanh cai moét con

bwdm két bang hat chau khéng ngirng lay déng dwdi anh
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den.

Than nguwdi nhd nhan clia nang mac &o dai bang doan
mau xanh |4 ma théu hoa dd, dau tay 4o 16 ra nep vién
bang da ngan thi, trwdc clic 4o dau tién trén vat do dai
treo mot chudi hat chau, 1a bich ngoc got thanh, cé tua
vang ri xubng, déi hoa tai cling Iap lanh dwdi anh dén, vi
tiéu thw nay that gibng mét con réng vang xinh dep ma
than bi. Ngoc phu nhan dem chuyén bdc phu ma Ngoc dai
nhan da néi khé ké cho con gai nghe mét lwot. Ngoc Kiéu
Long tiéu thw nghe xong ciing khéng ngac nhién, chi hoi
khép cap mat xinh dep, khép ddi méi nhw canh hoa anh
dao, bwc bdi mot luc roi noi:

“Trong nha chung ta khéng c6 nguwdi gi dé kha nghi ch(r?”.
Ngoc phu nhan gat dau néi:

“Ta ciing khong tin 1a trong nha ching ta cé ngwdi an nau,
nhwng cha nguoi cdm mét 1a thw gian tic viét, theo éng ta
ndi 1a chir ctia L& Quan Béi”. Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw noi:
“L6 Quan Boi von khéng phai la nguei tht, cha lai cv cho y
lui t&i nha chung ta!”. Ngoc phu nhan thé dai mét tiéng, noi
“O! Sao ngwoi lai néi vay? Nha ho L6 la ché than thiét tr
lau v&i chang ta, Quan Bai lai 1a mét vi thiéu nién Tham
hoa, Hoc s Han 1am”. Ngoc Kiéu Long twa hd tirc gian noi:

“Vay tai sao y lai lam gian tac sat nhan?”. Ngoc phu nhan
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lai thé dai noi:

“Y sao c6 thé la gian tic? Gia thé ngwdi ta con hon ching
ta, day nhat dinh la gian tac cb y bat chwdce but tich cha y”.
Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw ngdm hr htr cwdi nhat néi:

“Tén gian tac dé con biét bat chwdce but tich clia nguoi
khac sao?”.

Ngoc phu nhan cau may, réi au yém ndi véi con gai:

“Ta xem y cha nguoi da quyét roi, néu ho L6 sai nguwdi mai
mdi t&i lai thi cha ngwoi sé dong vy, theo ta thay L6 Quan
B&i twédng mao tuy hoi xau, nhwng dang 1a ¢6 ...”. Ngoc
Kiéu Long tiéu thuw khdong doi me néi hét cau, gwong mat
kieu diém nhw hoa ddt nhién nhot nhat, nwdc mat nhw hat
chau l&n rong rong trén ma, budn ba lac dau.

Ngoc phu nhan thdy dang vé con gai nhuw vay khéng kim
dwoc thd dai mét tiéng, néi:

“Chuyén nay ciing khéng thé quyét dinh Iap ttrc, hai ngay
nay cha nguwoi rat budn phién, ciing khédng con long da
nao gidi quyét chuyén nay, nguoi dirng dé tam nira! Prng
budn phién chuyén do niva, tir tir ta tim cach khuyén can
cha con, bay gi® con di nghi ngoi di!”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw tuy khéng néi, nhwng vé budn ba
cling khéng giam di chut nao. Nang tt tr lui ra khdi phong

quay di, cac bdc phu déu néi “Tiéu thu di nghil”. Ngoc Kiéu
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Long tiéu thw gat nhe dau, nhe chuyén hai théu, a hoan
Théu Hwong di theo nang, boc phu trong phong cam dén
ra don. Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw dan a hoan theo hanh
lang di vé khué phong phia tay.

Luc nay tiéng bao canh ngoai twérng dang gd hai tiéng, trovi
tdi den nhw mwe, m& mit khéng c6 sao, nhw tuyét sap roi.
Gio6 bAc thdi rat manh, thdi tat ngon dén trong tay bdc phu.
Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw tré vé phong, lic nay cé mét a
hoan khac tén Ngam Tw da trai chan thom Ién giwdng
xong, cho than vao chau déng, Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw
ngdi bén dén, Tu Hwong ho tay réi maéi gidp tiéu thw g&
hoa tai, thdo doa hoa trén dau. Ngdm Tw bwng cai dia bac,
trong dia cé chén tra bang st nhd, bwng chén tra 1&n, dat
xubng cai ban gé dé kham ngoc thach.

Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw déi may nhé van nhiu lai, nwéc
mat van chwa khé, cti dau khéng noi. Mt con méo 16ng
dai trdng nhu tuyét chay t&¢i canh nang, ngang dau meo
mot tiéng. Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw dwa canh tay nhd bé
giébng nhu 14 non mém mai deo nhan vang phi thay nhe
nhang vuét bd 16ng dai trdng nhw nhung cdia né, gwong
mat dep clia nang méi dan dan hién ra nét vui vé, bén ma
16 ra mot 1m ddng tién hoi can. Ngam Tw, Ta Hwong cao

bang nhau, khodng mw&i bdn mudi 1am tudi, mac y phuc a
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hoan xinh dep bang doan ciing cuoi.

Tu Hwong ben noi:

“Tiéu thw, hang ngay ngwdi budn ba chuyén gi vay?”.
Ngam Tw noi:

“Con may ngay niva la hét nam rdi, nam nay tiéu thw dan
chang t6i di xem hoa dang nhé?”. Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw
noi:

“Dén luc 4y hay néi, chwa chac ta da séng dén sang
nam!”. Hai a hoan vira nghe thé déu cén méi roi nuwdc
mat. Ngoc Kiéu Long lai cw®i khanh khach noi:

“Cac nguwoi chiu khé thay ta a? Ta con chwa khoc ma, cac
ngwoi di ngd di!”. Hai a hoan déu lau nwéc mat, vira dinh
quay di, chgt nghe ngoai phdong c6 ngwdi hoi:

“Tiéu thw nghi chwa?”.

Tu Hwong voi vén rém nhin ra néi “Con chwa nghi, moi
Cao suw nuong vao”.

Cao sw nwong tr bén ngoai budc vao, la mot phu niv trén
dwdi nam muoi tudi, dang ngudi rat cao, khudn mat dai,
trén mat da co nép nhan, toc ciing cé rat nhiéu soi bac
trdng. Ba ta mac 4o bdng vai mau tro, vién bién tréng, co
thé biét la qua phu. Trong tay lai cAm mét vat bang lua dé
goi trong miéng lua trang, trén théu mot ddéa hoa, mim cu o

di vao, dwa vat 4y cho Ngoc Kiéu Long xem, héi:
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“Day Ia cai yém tidu thw bao t6i may, t6i thay dai qua, nén
cat bot mot doan”. Ngoc Kiéu Long cam cai yém nhin qua
roi noi:

“Khéng can cat bt dau.

Cao sw nwong di ngu di, t6i khédng can mac voi, ngay mai
hay may!”. Cao sw nwong gat dau, cam cai yém buwadc ra.
Trong nay Ngoc Kiéu Long mim cwdi, tay vubt ve con méo
yéu cla nang, nhin hai a hoan chum méi. Hai a hoan déu
lui ra khéi phong, dong clra lai, réi cung quay vé phong
ngl cla ho. Khué cac nay cla tiéu thw tdng cdng cé ba
gian, ap twdng phia bac cé mét canh cira gb, bén trong
con c6 modt can phong nhd, 1a ché hai a hoan &. Vi tiéu thw
thich yén tinh, budi ti khéng mudn cé ngwdi khac ngt
trong phong nang, nang ghét nhat Ia tiéng ngay va néi mé
cla nguoi khac.

Ba gian phong nay hai sang mét tdi, ngoai phong bay sau
ctra sb 1a cam ky thw hoa, co6 tdm rat I&n. Gan cira sb ¢
mot cai ban gb dd, do 1a noi tiéu thw doc sach, tap viét chi
moi ngay. Cé luc m& clra sb sau ra, mua déng co thé nhin
thdy cdnh mot vang tuyét trang, mua xuan thi cé thé nhin
thdy mwdi may cay hai dwong, va tréng may ludng hoa
thwoc dwoc. Bén phai clra la vach dirng bang gé du, trén

kham day pha 1& hinh mat trang, treo hai I&p rém bang lua
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dad, bén trong con cé hai canh ctra phong rat chac chan, do
chinh Ia phong ngl cla tiéu thw.

Ap sat sau twdng phong ngul 1&p cai giwdng lam vach dung
g0 du, trén vach dirng kham rat nhiéu chi¥ Phac nhd, chi
chinh th&o 1& trién déu co, hoa thi cdng but ta y déu day
da, va c6 déng dau “Y van hién chd nhan” rat nhd. Bon a
hoan déu hiéu, day toan Ia thw hoa cua tiéu thw. Vach trai
la mdt chiéc ban cham nhd, trén bay nghién mwc cta Huy
Chau, d6 st cd, gia but va vo nwédce, va cé mot hai mon
bay bién kha tinh vi. Hai quyén sach dé trén an 13 “St ky”
va “Duwdng thi”, day 1a vi tiéu thw tly luc nao cling 1at ra
doc giadi khuay, ngoai ra con co xap giay viét thw Chu ty
lan. Tiéu thw c6 lic hoi cé chit cdm xuc, thuwong sai a
hoan mai mwc, tay ngoc ctia nang chap but, dién thém mot
tor khuyét hodc lam may bai tho.

Bén phai la ban trang diém, c6 gwong trang diém bang gé
bach dan vién phi thay va hai cai bé dén bang bac trang
cham hoa. Sat clra sb Ia cai ban tra bang gb héng moc, dé
hai cai ghé nhd, trén ban tra ciing khédng cé dung cu udng
tra gi, chi cé mét cai binh ngoc, trong cdm mot canh mai
dang n& hoa. Trén ctra s6 1a hai canh ctra kinh l&n, trong
treo man bang lwdi xanh, ngoai che mét tAm van, ngoai

tAm van chinh 1a hanh lang. Day la dwdi clra s6, bén trén
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con ¢ song clra, dan bang gidy lua trdng khéng ngirng
rung dong, trong phong lai rat yén tinh.

Chi c6 Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw ngdi trén ban vé, ban tay
nhé nhan vudt ve con méo cwng dang ngd ngon trén dau
gbi, toan than 16ng dai trang nhw tuyét, trén sdng mii co
mé&t chAm den. Mét lGc 1au, ndng méi dm con méo 1én,
than thiét goi t&n n6 nhoé nhe ndi “Tuyét HA!”, con méo nhu
mi hoa thuan, dé nang dat xuéng dat, kéu meo meo hai
tiéng, chay t&i trén cai ghé twa 16t dé@m bong.

Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw ué oai dirng day, t&i canh ban
phan, nhin mat minh trong guwong. Trén khuén mat xinh
dep cla nang khéng kim dwoc lai hién 1én vé Au sau.
Nhwng déi lai trong gwong hoi mim cw®i, day 1a mét nu
cwdi nhat, cap mat dep cla nang clng tron Ién nhw han
quang cla thanh kiém I6e ra khién nguwdi ta run s¢. Nhwng
roi khuédn mat nang lai tré lai vé xinh dep nhw cii. Nang ué
0ai, kéo ngan kéo lay ra mot cai gia nén thap nhd, 1ay mot
cay nén nhd dbt I&n réi thdi tat hai cay dén cao di, trong
phong 1ap tire tdi den, chi cé anh sang lap 16e clia ngon
nén nhd dao ddng. Nang cam gia nén, nhe nhang di ra
khdi phong, kiém tra ki ctra phong ctra sé mét lwot, roi
quay vao trong phong, dong clra phong trong, dem nén dat

trén mot cai ban con trén giwong.
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Lac nang vén rém che Ién, mét hoi xa hwong 4m ap téa
ra. Nang thay 4o ngu, 1&n giwérng, dap lai chan béng 1ap
lanh [&n, vudt bim toc dai gibng nhw may dem sang bén
gbi théu, gio canh tay trang mubt deo vong ngoc biéc Ién,
Iy ra mot quyén sach. Quyén sach nay rat nhé nhwng rat
day, trén bia sach c6 modt hang chi¥, trong cé mét chiv “A”.
Dwdng nhw 1a mot quyén sach rat than bi. Anh sang cla
ngon nén tuy nhd, nhwng ciing du soi [én giwdng, vi Ngoc
Kiéu Long tiéu thw nay dap chan thom, gi® ra xem k§j
quyén sach nhé than bi nay.

Luc bay gid trdng canh lién tuc danh ba tiéng, to trudc
vién danh t&i sau vién, tir sau vién lai danh vé phia hoa
vién. Budi téi nay, trong Ngoc pht c6 rat nhiéu ngwdi tuan
tra canh phong ban dém, mét chat tiéng dong 1am giat
minh cling khéng c6. Nhwng & noi rat xa, chd ctia Nhét
doa lién hoa Lwu Thai Bao ciling khéng cé chuyén gi xay
ra. Vo chdng Lwu Thai Bao cung v&i Ton Chinh L&, Tiét
Bat, Banh Clru, Ly Thanh, Lwong Thét tt cad déu ca dém
khéng ngu, cwong dao déu khong roi tay.

Ga vira gay, tréi da sang, Ton Chinh L& ném cwong dao
trong tay xuéng dat choang mét tiéng, ddm Lwu Thai Bao
mot cai néi “Tiéu tl nguoi Ira ta. Con me no, cd thay cong

|6bng nao cua gian tac dau!”. Lwu Thai Bao voi cwoi guwong
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noi:

“Dai ca dirng gian, may ngay nay néu that khéng co gian
tac, |a t6i bia dat vé van, thi Nhat doa lién hoa t6i la thiy
gi? Chuyén nay khdng can néi nira, mét 1a Ngoc Chinh
dwdng cai quan trong nha nghiém méat qua, hai la uy danh
cta Ton dai ca khién gian tac bi trAn ap tinh than, vi vay
gian tac m¢i khdng dam téi. Té6i cam on dai ca va cac vi !”.
Lwu Thai Bdo nhin moi nguwdi chap tay, bon Tiét Banh,
Banh Clru cung noéi:

“Khéng cé gi dau, tdi nay ching tdi con t&i, dé khoi tu tap
bai bac & tiéu cuc. Chi can huynh canh phong nlra thang,
bdo dam gian tac tw trén khéi Bac Kinh!”.

Lwu Thai Bao cwdi néi:

“Day chang qua la bién phap tam thi, bon ta nup trong
nha rdi xin cac vi t&i bao vé con ra thé thdng gi. Tuy hém
qua Thiét Bbi 1ac da dan toi, khdng cho téi lam chuyén
khéng dau nira, nhwng em dau cia cac anh em con chuwa
ban giao chirc sai str huyén Ninh Hbi, cha cb ta cling
khéng thé chét oan. Téi doi ndm ngay niva, néu Ngoc
Chinh dwéng van khdng co bién phap gi vé chuyén nay,
trong nha y con chira dai hé tinh va tiéu hé tinh, thi t6i sé
phai liéu ké khac ... Nhwng hién t6i chwa nghi ra duoc diéu

ké d6. Dt khoat bang co mwu ctia Lwu Thai Bao t6i, dwa
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vao v nghé cua cac vi nira, sé c6 mot ngay téi cho hai
con hd tinh hién nguyén hinh, dem bao kiém doé dé lén
ban, tat ca ching ta xem ky mét lwot, sau do giao lai cho
Thiét phu, lac ay t6i méi cam tdm”. Céc tiéu dau déu cuoi
ha ha néi:

“Duwoc! Chung téi giup huynh rang mat phen nay, cho n6
bt tire! Chung t6i giup dén cung!”. Tén Chinh Lé lai noi:
“Dén luc sdp xong ta m&i xem xem, néu tiéu tr nguoi ltra
ta, thi ta sé& ngat dau ngwoi ral”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi noi:
“Duwoc roi, dwoc roi, sap hét nam, ngat dau téi ra cho dai
ca dé dai ca cung Than Tai gia!”, ca bon cwdi néi rAm ran,
Twong Mudi cling vira ngap vra niing niu cwoi.

Tén Chinh L& va bdén nguwdi tiéu dau ra vé. Vo chdng Luu
Thai Bao tién ho ra khdi ctra, quay vé phong, dé dao
thwong vao mot chd. Hai ngwdi nhin nhau ngap, rdi dong
ctra phong di ngl. Tinh day da hon ba gi® chiéu, ngoai
ctra sb tuyét roi day dac, Thai Twong Mudi lam com xong,
hai nguwoi &n. Lwu Thai Bao lai mudn t&¢i Tay Dai Vién tim
Théc dau wng, Thai Twong Mudi lai béo y tién thé dem
quan 4o vat dung vé. Lwu Thai Bao di, gan tdéi mai quay
vé, dang a&n com ti thi Tén Chinh L& t&i, lat sau Tiét Bat,
Banh Ctru, Ly Thanh, Lwong Théat déu toi da. Tiét Bat dem

t&i mot bo bai bang xwong, ho bén choi bai cau ca dém,
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dém ay van khdng co6 bong gian tac.

Hai ba hédm sau ciling khéng c6 chuyén gi xay ra, nhwng
ngwdi tdi giup bat gian tac cang luc cang déng, Théc dau
wng va bon Ly Trwdng Tho ngay ca nhay Ién ndc phong
cling khdng biét nhwng cling t&i, vi trong nay da bién
thanh mot song bac, 1am Dac Léc chi nha ngay nao ciing
phan nan véi Lwu Thai Bdo, nhwng Lwu Thai Bao chi chap
tay ndi “Xin né mat tal Nguwoi ta déu hdo tam tdi gitip bon
ta d& phong gian tic, thirc suét d&m nén choi bai ciu ciing
khéng sao ca, lam sao dudi ho di dwoc?”. Dac Loc noi “Cai
gi ma giup nguoi dé phong gian tic ? Ngwoi khéng téi &
thi chd nay cda bon ta cling khdng ¢é chuyén gi ca!”. Lwu
Thai Bao néi “Chuyén dé ciing khdng dam noéi chac, truwéc
day khéng bj gian tac quéy rdi, nhwng sau nay chac chan
khéng thé khéng bi quay rbi, nguoi khéng tin thi bon ta
chuyén di, nhwng néu gian tic lai t&i ntra, nguwoi c6 dat
tiéc m&i bon ta t¢i canh dém, bon ta cing mac ké!”. Pac
Loc bén khéng dam nai gi nira.

Lwu Thai Béo luc bay gi® vi chwa pha an dwoc, trong 1ong
budn bwc, nhwng nhirng chuyén khac ciing déu rat hai
long. O trong méay gian phong nay khéng tén tién, toi dén y
cling tham gia danh bac. Vé&i ky thuat co bac |ao luyén cua

y thi khdng lan nao khéng thdng. Hon niva Thai Twong
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Mudi, c6 gai nling niu trén day da tré& thanh vo y, hai nguwoi
rat dam tham, chang qua Thai Twong Mudi con c6 chut
khéng thoai mai, vi nang trai qua nhiéu ndm thang phiéu
bat giang ho gitp cha pha an, khédng c6 mét khac sbéng yén
dinh. Hon nira cha quén thdc nang rat nghiém, hdm nay
cha da chét, tuy nang rat dau 16ng, nhwng lai cdm thay rét
tw do, nhat 1a hién méi lay chdng, hién lai sép dén tét,
nang rat vui. Cé diéu gian tac da khéng t&i, nhwng cac
bang hiru gilp canh gac ban dém luc nao ciing tu tap danh
bac, chong lai hinh nhw khéng chd y t&i nang, vi vay nang
thay hoi budn.

May la ngoai vién nay la hai phong nam bac, nhirng nguoi
canh dém tu tap danh bac déu & trong phong nam, nang &
phong béc, con cé thé 1am viéc théu thua hodc ngu.
Nhwng vi budi tdi ngl réi, ban ngay lai khéng ngl dworc,
nhwng ban ngay Nhét déa lién hoa chéng nang lai khdng
nghi ngoi khéng dwoc, vi vay nang & trong phdong cam
thay budn, bén thwdng ra clra, mac bd quan do dé dwa cai
céng den md&i quét son nhin bon tré danh nhau trén tuyét,
nhin nhirng ngu®i ban hang tét qua lai, déu thay rét thich
tha. Hon nira may nguwdi phu niv, hay dirng ngoai clra may
nha nhd gan d6 déu dan dan quen biét nang, vira thdy mét

lién hai tham qua lai:
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“Ngudi an com chwa?”, “Nguwdi thay hdm nay cling khdng
lanh 1dm ch&?”, vi thé nang lam quen vé&i Tam thdm nha
ho Trwong, Nhi tdu nha ho Ly, dai c6 nwong nha ho M3,
120 phu nhan nha ho Twr. May nguw®i nay déu nhan ra “Co
dau mai” nay, va déu biét chdng nang chinh la sw pho cua
Thiét pha, & trén phd xwng danh 1a Nhéat doa lién hoa.
Pém nay la mwdi 1am thang chap, con nira thang niva hét
ndm. Sau bira com tdi, Tén Chinh L& va nhitng ngudi
danh bac déu t&i, Thai Twong Mudi thay chong tiép khach
mét lGc, lai ngdi dau giwdng budn ba. Lwu Thai Bao nhin
ra thay trong phong khéng ¢ ai bén an Gi vo, nhd nhe noi
“Cé dirng budn! Vai hdm nira trong tiéu diém mé song
bac, ho cling khéng thé t&i nival Chung ta di mua sam, &n
tét thda slrc, sau ram thang giéng lai nghi cach, ltc dé Du
Ta Lién cling da t&i réi. Bay gid néu cdm thay budn ba
thap thém, co cé thé t&i vién tim Id0 thai thai me Dac Loc
ndi chuyén phiém”. Thai Twong Mudi lac ngudi noi:

“Ai néi chuyén phiém vé&i ho? Ho hoc théi trong phu, ta thé
nay, lai khéng phai la cé héi cwéi dwdng hoang véi nguoi,
ngudi ta cd noi chuyén thi cling coi thwdng”. Lwu Thai Bao
chac lwdi cau may noi:

“Vay thi lam sao? Ta con phai vao tiép may vi dai gia, nhat

la Tén dai ca hoi kho chiu, y chi han khéng thé bao ta lam
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gian tdc mot lan dé y bat cho ha da!”. Thai Twong Mudi
noi:

“Ta mudn t&i nha Ly Nhij tiu choi”. Lwu Thai Bao néi:

“C6 di di, tréi con sém, ta véi cd dong clra di”. Luc ay Thai
Twong Mudi dirng day, doi dén téi gan, soi gwong chai
téc, nang vui vé ra khéi phong.

Anh dén trong phong phia nam lay ddng, dau nguoi trén
ctra s6 nhap nho, c6 giong dm dm clia Tén Chinh Lé noi:
“Ta nhin cac ngwoi choi, ai dam gid tro ta sé chon gay mot
dao!”. Lwu Thai Bdo mé clra cho vo ra, luc Ay troi da toi,
Thai Twong Mudi di v& phia nha Ly Nhi tAu. Nha ho Ly
cling chi co6 hai vo' chéng, chwa c6 con, Ly Nhi lam tap vu
trong pha Thiét Béi Iac, sau canh hai y m&i vé nha. Hom
nay ciing khdng phai 1a 1an dau Thai Twong Mudi t&i. Vé
chuyén ctia Thai Twong Mudi, Lwu Thai Bao va thanh bao
kiém clia Thiét phu va Bich nhan hé ly Ly Nhj tiu déu biét.
Vi vay Thai Twong Mudi vira t&i, hai ngwoi lai dem nhirng
chuyén nay ra ndi ca ntra ngay.

Ly Nhij tAu néi chj ta c6 mét ngudi anh rudt lam dau bép
trong nha Lb Thi lang, thiéu gia ho L8 1a mét vi Tién sf,
hién mudn lay Tam tiéu thw Ngoc phi 1am thiéu phu nhan,
nhwng thiéu gia ho L6 tuy tai gidi nhwng twéng mao rat

xau, vira cao vira map, gibng nhu twong hai twéng Hanh,
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Cap trong miéu, khdng thanh tu chut nao. Tam tiéu thw
cua Ngoc phu nghe ndi la mét ngudi dep, dai khai khéng
thé vira y, co6 diéu chuyé&n hén nhan coi nhw da dinh ri,
sang ndm sé phai lay chong. Thai Twong Mudi nghe nhac
t&i tiéu thw ciia Ngoc phu, trong 16ng ring ddng, tw nhu
“Hir! CO ta dep w? Ai bao c6 ta khéng cho ta vao pha cb ta
? Nén ga cho ngudi ngd nghéch xau xi cho ¢b ta dau long
subt doil”. Noi chuyén phiém mét luc, mét phu nir & cung
vién lai t&i, ba ngudi cung choi bai, khdng biét Ly Nhj da
vé, thi ra da sap dén canh ba. Thai Twong Mudi cudi noi
“Nhj thu mai gap nhé!”. Ly Nhj tiu tién nang ra t&i dau
cbng, con néi “Di cham cham théi!”. Thai Twong Mudi di
rat nhanh, con quay dau lai cwdi ndi “Moi chi quay vao!”.
Lac bay gid tréi da khuya, anh trang da bj may den che
khuét. Hoa Vién Dai vién nay la noi rat rong thoang, chi rai
rac c6 may ho gia dinh. Nha ho Ly va Lwu Thai Bao tuy noi
la hang xém nhwng that ra cach nhau t¢i may muwoi buéc.
Thai Twong Mudi buéc di, chwa téi ddu céng chot thay
trwdc mat c6 bong den thap thoang, nang khéng kim dwoc
rung minh, thi thdy bong den dé hinh nhw rat cao 16n, &
phia sau phong nang. Thai Twong Mudi s¢ hai véi chay
may buéc t¢i gd clra lién tiép nhwng khdong dwoe, bén phi

than lén twong, nhe nhang ha xudng. Trong phong phia
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nam c6 mét dai han vot ra thét 'Cé gian tac” réi vung
cwong dao chém t&i. Thai Twong Mubi vbi né tranh, hoang
so' la lén “Tén dai ca! .... 1a t6i!”, Tdn Chinh L& mai thu dao
lai.

Lwu Thai Bao chay ra khéi phong, vira thay vo bén hai
“Sao khéng gb cra?

Sao lai nhay qua twdong?”. Thai Twong Mudi s sét noi
“Toi thdy mdt béng den chay téi phia sau phong ching
tal”. Tén Chinh Lé néi:

“Cai gi? Buorc roil”. N6i xong y phi than 1&n néc nha, tay
cam cuwong dao nhin bén phia. Lwu Thai Bao dirng dudi
noi:

“Dai ca xudng di! Cé & khéng phai gian tac!”. Luc bay gi®
nhirng ngwdi danh bac trong phong déu bd bai xubng,
cam binh khi chay ra. Tén Chinh L& men theo phong ra
ngoai twdng, tim kiém t(r phia, miéng chui:

“Bich nhan hd ly! Gian tdc ba nwong! Nguwoi mau ra dién
kién Ngi trdo wng ta!”, ndi t&i doé thi nghe cé tiéng gid rit
|én, Tén Chinh L& voi cui ddu vung dao quay nguoi,
choang mét tiéng hét lwdi dao cda gian tac ra. Gian tic
lién mop xuéng chém vao ha ban cta y. Tén Chinh L&
nhay qua mét bén, nghiéng ngudi san vao, vung dao

chém t&i, gian tac lat dao don dé. Luc nay Lwu Thai Bao
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va moi ngwdi cam binh khi xéng ra. Gian tac lai chém hé
mét dao rdi chay vé phia dai vién. Tén Chinh L& voi cam
dao dubi theo. Y thay gian tic rd rang 1a mét phu niy, voc
dang rat cao, cb 4o da rat cao che kin ca mat mi. Y thi
chay t&i dai vién thi dirng lai. Tén Chinh L& cam dao dudi
t&i, hai ngwoi lai ac chién hai hiép.

Bon Lwu Thai Bao ciing déu dubi t&i vay kin gian tic, cung
quat to:

“Bat, bat !”.

Bich nhan ho ly tung nguoi chay, d& trai danh phai, thanh
dao trong tay vii ddng nhw bay, ciing gan giong noi:

“Ta va cac nguoi khdng thu khéng oan, chi can tinh mang
ctia Nhat doa lién hoa!”.

Lwu Thai Bao cwdi nhat, vung dao xéng vao, cung noi:
“Céc dai ca bé chut sirc lwe, dirng tha hé ly!”. Nam thanh
dao hai ngon thuwong ttr bdn phia danh téi, Bich nhan hé ly
nhw phat dién, vung dao chém btra, trong Iuc néi da chém
ba nguwdi bi thwong, chi con Tén Chinh L&, Lwu Théi Béo
va Thai Twong Mubi.

DPanh dwoc nam sau hiép, Bich nhan hd ly quay ngudi bd
chay. Tén Chinh L& dubi theo, Lwu Thai Bao lién nhat
gach ném theo nhwng y thi chay cwc nhanh, trong nhay

mat da chay t&i twong thanh khéng con thy bong dang
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dau. Tén Chinh L& dirng bwéde, vung dao chiri may tiéng.
Vo chéng Lwu Thai Bao dudi toi, khuyén Tén Chinh L&
quay Vvé.

Luc bay gi& may nguoi bi thwong déu da vao trong vién.
Ngoai Thiét lac da Lwong Thét bj tring mot dao vao canh
tay mau chay wét cad ngwdi, nham mat nam trén giwong,
bd bai bang xwong dwdi canh tay y déu nhudém dé thi Hoa
ngwu nhj Ly Thanh, Oai dau Banh Clru cdn ban déu khéng
bi thwong, nhwng vira rdi s dén ndi nam phuc ca xubng.
Trirng nhan Tiét Bat va Thdc dau wng thi khdng ra tay.
Tén Chinh L& cam dao ra khéi phong vot 18n néc nha,
trong nay Lwu Thai Bao lay thudc rit vét thwong cho
Lwong Thét, nhin Thai Twong Mudi vo'y, lai khéng kim
dwoc chau may, tw nhu:

That chéng ra sao! Minh m&i ban bé t&i co 1€ la v dung,
trir hai vo' chéng minh va Ngii trdo wng, ba nguwdi mai co
thé déi pho véi mot tén gian tac. May 1a hém nay chi Bich
nhan hé ly t&i, néu dé dé cla y thj t&i niva, lai c6 thanh bao
kiém chém gang chét sach thi chang ciing héng bét sao?
Mat mdi 0 & quay dau sang Théc dau wng noi:

“Nguwoi di goi ngudi ciia quan sanh t&i di! Néu y chét roi
m&i bao quan thi mudén mét I”. Thdc dau wng lai lac I&c cai

dau troc, ngoac miéng ra néi:
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“Téi khéng di, téi phai gitr cai dau troc nay cho nguoi ta
chuc tét chy”.

Thai Twong Mudi lién gidm chan noi:

“Ta di!”. Lwu Thai Bao can lai noi:

“Cd di khdng bang ta di!”, y dang dinh di thi Tén Chinh L&
bwéc vao héi “Chuyén gi?”. Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Chuyén nay phai bao quan, néu Lwong Thét chét ciing 1a
mo&t vu &n mang, ho so Bich nhan hé ly, déu khéng dam ra
phd, t6i danh di mdt chuyén, tim quan nhan t&il”. Ton
Chinh L& noi:

“Ta di cho, cac nguwoi coi nha”, ndi xong ra khdi phong, vo
chong Lwu Thai Bao cung noi:

“Tén dai ca phai can than!”. Tén Chinh L& ham hwce néi:
“Ta khdéng s@!”. Y khdng mé& clra ma phi than 1én twdng,
sau do6 vot ra ngoai. Lwu Thai Bdo khéng an tdm cling cam
dao bwdc ra, nhwng nghe bén ngoai vu vu may tiéng va
tiéng Tén Chinh L& chii:

“Gian t&c giéi [Am!”. Lwu Thai Bao kinh hai la 1én:

“Drng!”, rbi nhay 1&n twdng, bén ngoai c6 moét nguwdi cling
nhay I&n. Lwu Thai Bdo so hai kéu 6i chao mét tiéng nga
xubng, gian tac lai vung dao nhay xuéng, mét dao han
quang chém vao Lwu Thai Bao, hung han néi:

“Ta mudn cai mang clGa nguoil”. Lwu Thai Bdo 1an dudi
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dat tranh nhat dao, vung dao quét ngang vao chan gian
tac. Gian tac né tranh rdéi khom nguei vung dao bd xubng,
Lwu Thai Bao lai mau le 1an ra tranh né. Gian tac dudi
theo, ltc 4y béng phup mét tiéng, lwng y thj da bj tring phi
tieu. Thai Twong Mudi vung thwong xéng vao, Bich nhan
ho ly xoay ngwi vung dao d&, Lwu Thai Bao tir phia sau
lan t&i lai chém vao chan y thi, gian tac tiec gian, mét thanh
dao trwdc sau bay lwon.

Lac 4y may nguwdi trong phong cung I&n tiéng quat:

“Bat gian tac!”. Théc dau wng ciing v 1ay chiéc thanh la
mai vd cua Thai Twong Mubi keng keng keng khua loan
lén. Ton Chinh Lé & bén ngoai lai leo 1&n twdng, tuy y da bi
thwong nhwng van diing manh vung dao xéng lén. Bich
nhan hé ly lién tung ngwdi nhay 1én néc nha. Tén Chinh Lé
ndi “Dudi theo!”, nhwng y di nhién ciing khéng dam nhay
|én.

Thai Twong Mubi phong mét mdi phi tiéu, nhwng bi y thi
dung dao gat roi xubéng. Gian tic Bich nhan hd ly nam sap
& hién nha phia sau, hi hi cw®i nhat néi:

“Lwu Thai Bao, hédm nay tha ngwoi 1an niva, vé sau néu
nguwoi con dam coi thuwdng ta, thi ta ...”. Lwu Thai Bao
churi:

“Gian tac ba nwong nguoi lan xubng day, khong can
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ngwdi that a, Lwu Thai Bao gia ta hém nay liéu mang voi
ngwoi!”. Trén ndc mot vién ngoi bay xudng, Lwu Thai Bao
vOi né tranh.

Tén Chinh Lé tire gidn chii the thé. Bon Ly Thanh, Banh
Ctru, Tiét Bat déu cam cwong dao xéng ra. Thai Twong
Mudi giat thanh dao trong tay Ly Thanh tlc gidn gidm chan
phi than Ién néc nha. Lwu Thai Bao cling vot 1én theo
nhwng Bich nhan hé ly da chay méat. Vo chdng ho trén ndc
nha, bon Tén Chinh L& thi & trong vién déu ngoac miéng
chri, nhwng chri sudt van khéng co ai dap tra tiéng nao,
vo chdng Lwu Théai Bdo danh nhay xubng.

Lac nay Théc dau wng & trong phong khua thanh la, Lwu
Thai Bao bén quat:

“Drng khua nial”, ngwdi trong phong lai khéng nghe thay,
tiéng thanh la van keng keng keng. Lwu Thai Bdo ndi néng
di vao phong nhwng khéng thay ai, cdi ddu méi nhin thiy
nguwdi khua thanh la dang ngdi xdm dwi ban Lwu Thai
Bao da Théc dau wng mét da réi xua tay, Thdc dau wng
m&i khéng khua nira, thd dau ra hoi:

“Gian tac di chwa?”. Lwu Thai Bao cling khédng noi.

Thai Twong Mudi va Ly Thanh diu Tén Chinh Lé vao
phong. Tén Chinh L& van tie t6i chii to, lwng y bj trang

mot dao, tuy vét thwong khdng Ién nhwng mau tuén nhw
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subi, cong ngwdi nam trén giwdng, xé dich khédng duorc.
Moi nguwdi déu chau may ngan ra, Thai Twong Mudi lai rat
dac y néi:

“Vira roi ta phong mét mdi phi tiéu nhat dinh 1a danh trung
gian tac, néu khéng thi y thi con chwa chiu di dau!”.

Lwu Thai Bao xua tay, chau may nai:

“Mot mii phi tiéu cling khdng giét dwoe y thi, khi nao vét
thwong lanh y thi van tim t&i, tom lai dé khéng phai la bién
phap lau dai, chung ta phai nghi ra ké sach van toan
khac!”. Tén Chinh L& nghién rang noi:

“Ngay mai ta di cdo s& dang Ién vua, ta t6 cao trong nha
Ngoc Pé dbc dung tung gian tac!”. Lwu Thai Bao lac dau
thd dai néi:

“Khéng cé chirng clr chuan xac, lai nhan khéng ré twéng
mao cla gian tac, cho du dang s& Ién vua chung ta ciing
khéng chiém dwoc chat loi thé nao!”, réi thd dai mét tiéng.
Lac nay Théc dau wng tr dwdi gadm ban chui ra, hai:

“Nén bao quan hay khéng?”. Lwu Thai Bao ciing khdng dé
y t0i y, t&i trwde giworng hoi Tén Chinh Lé:

“Tén dai ca, dai ca thay thé nao?”. M6 hdi trén tran Tén
Chinh L& roi xudng nhw hat dau vang to, y nghién rang
noi:

“Khéng dang gi! Nao! Boi thudc thém cho ta, téi ma ta con
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t&i canh d@m cho ngwoi”. Luc 4y Lwong That bén canh
cang rén to, vo chong Lwu Thai Bao chia ra rit thubéc cho
hai nguwdi bi thwong.

Giay lat Bac Loc ciing t¢i hdi han, Lwu Thai Bao ké lai
chuyén méi roi, Dac Loc vira lo s¢ vira phién néo, chd
trwong di bao quan.

Lwu Thai Bao cw®i nhat, noi:

“Vira réi ta cling dinh di tim quan nhan, nhwng bay gi® ta
nght cé tim ciing vé dung. Gian tac 4n nau trong nha cla
Ngoc Dé dbc nhw vay, ta khéng tin y khdng biét. Biét dau
Bich nhan ho ly chinh Ia phu nhan cta Chinh dwdng!”. Dac
Loc noi:

“Nguwoi dirng néi bira! Phu nhan cia Ngoc Chinh dwdng la
tiéu thw cda Pai hoc s day!”. Lwu Thai Bao lai cwdi nhat
Noi:

“Tiéu thw a? Tiéu thw cling khéng tin duwoc!”.

Péc Loc ngan ra mét chéce rdi tré vao vién trong. Nguoi
nha Dac Loc & vién trong déu run so, cling ngtl khéng yén.
Vién ngoai ai cling cdi dau chan nan, khéng bao lau thi troi
sang. Lwu Thai Bao di thué hai cb xe Ilra, bao bon Ly
Thanh, Banh Ctru dwa Tén Chinh L& va Lwong That vé
tiéu diém cua trng ngudi. Thée dau wng ciing di, ban than

y thi v cung phién muén, vao trong ngt Vvui.
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Hém dé Lwu Thai Bao subt ngay khéng ra clra, sau bira
com chiéu thi Than thwong Duong Kién Puwéng tdi. Bon
Tiét Bat, Banh Ctru, Ly Thanh, Théc dau wng déu khéng
dam t&¢i nira. Dwong Kién Bwdng la ngwdi binh tinh, can
dam co khi dd, vé nghé con cao hon Ton Chinh L& nén
Lwu Thai Bdo an tdm hon, nhwng subt d&m van can than
dé phong, binh khi khdng r&i khdi tay. Thai Twong Mudi
con chudn bj may ngon phi tiéu nhwng chwa xay ra chuyén
gi. Lwu Théi Béo ciing tin hdm qua Bich nhan ho ly bj tring
phi tiéu, vét thwong nhét dinh khéng nhe.

HAém sau y di tim Théc dau wng, bdo Thdc dau wng di tim
cach tham thinh xem trong Ngoc phu c6 ai bi thwong hoac
bdng nhién bi bénh khdng. Bubdi téi Théc dau wng t&i noi
Ngoc phtl canh phong rat nghiém, khéng cho t6i t& tay tién
ra vao, trong cdng lén dé xét cho cung cd xay ra chuyén gi
thi ngwdi ngoai khdng sao biét dwoe. Lwu Thai Bao danh
dé bung tram mdi ng® vwe. Y tham rda Bich nhan hé ly vi
mot mii tiéu d6 ma chét mai hay.

M6t ngay réi sau bay ngay, gian tic van chwa tré lai quay
nhiéu, Dwong Kién Pwédng cling mét mai vi hang ngay clr
phai di tvr Nam thanh qua Béac thanh. Luc bay gi® “ctra ai”
ngay giap tét da gan, moi ngwdi dua nhau mua mi mua

thit, mwon no trd no. Nha Dac Loc & vién trong cang vui
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vé, tt cd mon an ngay tét déu ty tay ndu nwéng. Lwu Thai
B&o thi subt ngay khéng vui, chi nght t&i chuyén bat gian
tadc phong gian tac. Thai Twong Mudi bdo y sam tét, y déu
xua tay néi “Voi gi? Clr khéng lam 1& viéc an tét cua cd 1a
duwoc réil”. Y tuy khéng hé néi “Nam nay khéng qua néi”,
nhwng ngay hai mwoi ba cung 6ng Tao ngay mét dia keo y
cling khéng mua. Budi tdi, Thai Twong Mudi nghe trong
nha ngwoi khac dét phao rat budn, méi thap deén 1én, trai
chan ném xong ngd mét minh.

Lwu Thai Bao déng ctra phong, tay cam thanh dao, ngdi &
dau giwdng, vira an Ui vo, vira thd dai noi:

“Co ciing that tinh con nit. Oi! C6 thiy ta con long da nao
an tét ch&? Trwdc day ta chi tdm cao khi ngao, tw thay la
khéng bo dwoc.

Nguyén ta t¢i Bac Kinh chinh Ia dé tim Ly Mo Bach ndi
tiéng giang hd, nhwng bay gi® lai @& mét Bich nhan ho ly
va mét tiéu hd ly lam cho ra ndng ndi nay.

Ta ra clra gap ai cling thdy mat mat, con an tét dwoc
sao?”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Ngwoi nhat dinh di thi chang ta mi ngwdi mét thanh dao
x6ng vao Ngoc pht bat gian tac!”. Lwu Thai Bao ndi:

“Ay! Nhw thé ciing v6 dung, c6 gap Bich nhan hé ly va dé

dé cha thi, ching ta cing khéng dam nhan, con khién
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Ngoc Chinh dwéng bat x&r ching ta v&i tdi danh cam dao
x6ng vao phua y. Ngoc Chinh dwdng trong 1dong dang ham
hyc hai chung tal”.

Thai Twong Mudi cw@i nhat noi:

“Hur! Hai chung ta w? Ngwoi ndi nghe than thiét qua day!
Nhwng da hét ngay rdi, hém nay cé cing 6ng Tao ciling
khéng, khién ngwdi ta nhin vao, ching ta cé gibng ngudi
ta khong? That la! Ta sdng v&i ngwoi con khéng bang lic
sbng v&i cha tal”, ndi xong nang tra nwd'c mat.

Lwu Thai Bao lau nwéc mat cho vo, cudi noi:

“Co drng budn, chi can bat dwoc Bich nhan ho ly, tim
dwoc bao kiém vé, ltc dy chung ta ngay ngay an tét, ngay
ngay an sui cao”. Thai Twong Mubi biu méi néi:

“Hur! Bang vao nguoi dy a, thi sudt doi cling khéng bat
dwoc Bich nhan hé ly, lai mudn tim bao kiém vé ha?
Nam moéng théil”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Hur! Vo ta chuwa gi da coi thuwong ta, Nhat doa lién hoa ta
con coi la nam t&r han dai trwong phu gi niva. Pworc rdil Co
ndi thé thi néu gian tac lai t&i coé dirng ra tay, xem mot
minh ta ...”.

Bang noéi chgt nghe ngoai ctra co tiéng cOc cdc chc lién
tiép, tiéng gé twa ho rat voi, Lwu Thai Bao giat ndy minh!

Thai Twong Mudi véi day y ra, kinh hai néi “Nghe! ....” Luu
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Thai Bdo hoi cwdi nhat dirng day, cdm dao mé ctra phong
ngang nhién di ra, cao giong hai “Tim ai?”.

Trong nay Thai Twong Mudi ciing vdi tung chan ngoi day,
vdi v mang hai, vé 1ay dao, tim phi tiéu. Luc &y lai nghe
cbng ngoai mé ra, co tiéng Dwong Kién Buong va tiéng
chdong mdi ngudi vao phong. Thai Twong Mudi voi dat dao
xudng, tién tay thap dén, lai thay clra phong vira mé ra,
ngwdi dau tién vao 1a mot phu nir. Nguwdi nay chai mot bim
téc, hién nhién chwa cé chdng, tudi cling khoang hai muoi
ba hai mwoi bdn, voc ngudi vira tdm, rat xinh dep, mat linh
hoat ma c6 than, mat hoi gady mang vé phong tran, khoac
mét cai 4o khoac béng bang lua xanh.

Vao theo sau la Dwong Kién Bwdng va Lwu Thai Bao. Lwu
Thai Bao khéng nhirng mat may twoi réi ma con co chut
hoang s lubng cubng, nhin vo néi “Nhin day! Day 1a Du
dai thw!”. Thai Twong Mudi nhéat théi nght khéng ra day la
ai, chi dirng ngay ngan, hai tay khoanh trwéc ngwe vai mot
vai. Vi Du ¢6 nwong nay cling mim cwoi dap 1&. Lwu Thai
B&o cung kinh m&i ngdi, réi voi vang nhom bép, bao
Twong Mudi pha tra.

Thai Twong Mudi strng sét, thady Du ¢ nwong ngdi xudng
mép ghé, méat hoi cwdi cwdi. Thai Twong Mudi dem tra toi,

Du c6 nwong diu dang noi:
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“Khéng can khach khil”. Thai Twong Mudi dirng bén ban,
nh& anh dén nhin vao mat vi ¢ nwong nay thi thay ngay
ca bong tai nang cling khdng deo. Lai cui dau nhin Ién,
thay chan to hon chan minh, mang hai vai den. Luc ay
Dwong Kién Puwong ngoi dbi dién véi Du ¢d nwong cudi
noi:

“Hay réi! T6i nay ta cling mong sw dd Bich nhan ho ly t&i
dé chung vap phai twong!”. Lwu Thai Bao néi “Chuyén dé
can gi noi nira! Néu Bich nhan hd ly t&i nhat dinh sé khong
chay thoat. V6 nghé cua cb6 nwong cao cudng, thién ha
déu biét. Ai khéng biét Du ¢d nwong huyén Cu Loc giét
chét Miéu Chan Son, danh bai Trwong Ngoc Can? Hubng
hd ba ndm nay lai hoc dwoc phép diém huyét niva !”.

Thai Twong Mudi giat minh, nang nhé& khong ra, thi ra vi
khach khéng méi ma dén nay chinh 1a hiép nir Du Tu Lién
danh tiéng I3y Itrng, 1ap t&rc cwdi nodi “Du dai thw, hai nam
trwdc & huyén Cam Tuc téi da nghe nhiéu nguwdi ndi vé dai
thw, t6i rat mudn gap dai thw ! Pai thw toi day luc nao?”.
Du Tud Lién mim cwoi noi:

“Chiéu nay ta méi t&i, ta t&i lan nay chd yéu thdm DBlc
Ngii ca, Birc Ngii thu va hai dira con ho la d6 dé cua ta,
nang dau Dwong Lé Phwong va ta cling cé biét nhau. Ta

mudn vén & lai hai ngay thi di, phai vé qué an tét, nhwng
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nghe D¢ Ngii ca néi cac nguoi bi Bich nhan hé ly tre
hiép. Ta nghe thé rat tirc gian, trong thanh Bac Kinh sao
c6 thé cho phép gian tac hoanh hanh nhw vay, vi vay ta
cho ngw®i m&i Dwong dai ca, Dwong dai ca dan ta tdi tim
cac nguoi. Cac ngwoi an tdm, chi can gian tdc hém nay co
thé toi, ta tuyét khdng dé cho thi chay thoat!”. Cé nwong
nay xwa nay noi nang cham rai, diu dang, nhwng néi chwa
hét cau, thanh &m nang rat trdm trong c6 khi lwc, hon nira
trong méat con hién ra phong thai diing manh.

Lwu Thai Bao Iuc ay rat cao hirng, rat khdm ndm, nhwng
hém nay y va Du Tu Lién gdp mét lan dau tién, c6 rat
nhiéu diéu y khdng dam hai, cling khéng dam naéi, chi dem
tinh hinh Bich nhan hd ly va tidu hd ly k& chi tiét lai mot
lwot.

Du Tu Lién khéng hé ngac nhién, chi noi:

“Khéng can vdi, d8m nay néu chung khéng téi quay réi,
ngdy mai nguoi tim cach khich thj t&i, dén luc d6 ta tw co
cach. Nhung 1an nay ta t&i Bac Kinh chi & ba bdn ngay,
con phai quay vé gap, ta khdng mudn nguei ngoai déu biét
ta t&i, ngwoi khéng nén ndi ra ngoai maéi dwoc!”.

Lwu Thai Bao gat dau lia lia noi:

“Chuyén dé dwong nhién, néu bon ta néi Du ¢ nwong t&i

gip d& thi thay trd Bich nhan hé ly nhat dinh hoang so bd
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chay, bao kiém cang khéng cé céach truy hoi lai”. Du Tu
Lién gat dau, Dwong Kién Dwéng bén bao Lwu Thai Béo
di cung y vao phong phia nam. Trong phong phia Bac nay
chi con Du Tu Lién va Twong Mudi. Twong Mudi gap chan
ném lai, Du Tu Lién ding day, c&i chiéc ao khoac lua xanh
ra. Nang chi mat bén trong bd quan 4o ngan bang vai
xanh, treo bao dao Ién, thao vd dao xubéng dé I&n ban. Thai
Twong Mudi thdy mot ddi song dao, chudi dao budc tua
lua xanh rat dai. Nang cwoi cwdi buwdce tdi s s chudi dao
hoi “Day la binh khi cia Du dai thw a?”.

Du Tu Lién khé gat dau, Twong Mudi cam dao rut ra khai
vd mot nlra, chi thy han quang choi mat, tham nha khéng
biét bao nhiéu dao tac hung di¥ da chét dwdi déi dao nay,
bén budt miéng noi:

“Dang la dao tét!” anh méat thoang long lanh, hAm mé nhin
Du Tu Lién, lai héi:

“Nghe noi co vi Ly M6 Bach, la ...”. Du Tu Lién than nhién
ndi “Y 1a an huynh cua ta”. Thai Twong Mudi gat dau, thAm
noi:

“May Ia minh khéng naéi sail”.

Du Tu Lién kéo tay Thai Twong Mudi, cwdi hdi “Nghe noi
v® nghé cla nguwoi cling rat gidi ? Con biét phong phi tiéu,

biét di day nira?”. Thai Twong Mudi dé mét, ndi “Vé nghé
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cua t6i con kém dai thw xa! Dai thw dirng khen lam t6i then
chét mat. Dai thw luyén la cédng phu dich thwec cha phai V&
DPang, chung t6i luyén lai & trd mai vo trén giang hé!”. Du
Ta Lién vo vai Thai Twong Mudi néi “Sao ngwoi khach khi
thé?”. Thai Twong Mudi cu®i cudi noi:

“Trwde day t6i tirng nghe ngwdi ta noi vé oai danh dai thw,
t6i cho rang dai thw chac voc dang to cao, méat den nhw
Ngi trao wng Tén dai ca vay, bay gid vira nhin ...

dang nguwoi dai thw that xinh dep!”. Du Tu Lién khéng noi
gi, Twong Mudi lai néi “Trong Ngoc phti cé mét vi tiéu thu,
twéng mao cling rat xinh dep. Nguyén tdi mudn tra tron
vao Ngoc pht [am a hoan cho vj tiéu thw dé dé tién diéu
tra gian tdc dang an nau trong phd ma khéng dwoc. Vi tiéu
thw dé cung dai phu nhan, thiéu phu nhan nha ho Bic déu
rat than thiét, ho thwérng qua lai véi nhau, sép téi dai thu &
nha ho Brc nhat dinh co thé gap ¢b ta. Twéng mao cb ta
that xinh dep, t6i rat thich cé ta, nhwng c6 ta khéng giéng
dai thw, dai thw co6 phong thai anh hung”.

Du Tu Lién lac dau noi:

“Ho 14 tiéu thw nha giau thi phai xinh dep, sau lwng tiéu
thw at c6 a hoan theo hau, gid nhw a hoan déu dep ma
tiéu thw xau xi, thi nhat dinh khién ngwdi khac cwdi cho.

Nguwoi cling rat dep, néu nguoi khéng dep, ngudi ta sé noi
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nguwoi 1a c6 vo xau xi. Ta thi khdng thé so sanh véi cac
nguoi, ta lic mwoi sau tudi da phiéu bat giang hd, dén nay
da sau bay nam roi, bat luan ta di dén dau cling chi mét
than mét minh. Nhwng mét phu nir & bén ngoai that khéng
dé, vao nha tro khéng tién, ta chi han voc dang ta rat
khéng hung trang, ta han ta sinh ra la con gai!”. Luc Du Tu
Lién ndi, twa ho cd chut xic ddng, nhwng trén mat tuyét
khéng c6 vé gi dau x6t. Nang cung Thai Twong Mubi tro
chuyén, khéng biét da khéng con sém nira, anh dén trong
phong phia nam ciing chwa tat, Lwu Thai Bdo va biéu
huynh Dwong Kién Bwdng cta y nhw cling cang néi cang
nhiéu I&i.

Pém &y khdng c6 chuyén gi xay ra, hdm sau Dwong Kién
Puwéng da di, Du Tu Lién thué mot ¢d xa quay vé nha ho
Pirc & BDong Tay bai lau tai Tam diéu H6 déng. Thai
Twong Mudi yén tdm ngl budi sang. Lwu Thai Bao lai t&i
Tay Dai Vién tim Thdc ddu wng. M3y ngay nay Lwu Thai
B&o clra cling khdng m&, khéng c¢6 tinh than gi, gibng nhw
mot déa hoa sen thiéu nwdc sdp héo. Hém nay lai nhw
gap dwoc mwa rao, vé mat y dac biét twoi tan, mat may
rang r&, vao quan tra Tay Dai Vién gap Théc dau wng, hoi
cau dau tién:

“Lao Théc! Co tin tire gi khdng?”. Thdc dau wng lac cai
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dau troc noi:

“M&t chat gi cling khéng cdé! HOm qua cung 6ng Tao xong
t6i con téi Co Lau Tay long vong, thy céng 1én ctia Ngoc
pha dong chat, ngay chat mui cta hd ly cling khdng ngi
thay. Theo t6i thi huynh doan sai réi, hay ho ly 1a & ché
khac, tuyét khong phai la & Ngoc phu”.

Lwu Thai Bao ngoac miéng cuwdi, 1y binh thudc cla Thoc
dau wng quét 1én mdi mot cai, nam chat tay khé néi “Néi
cho ngwdi tin chac nhé. Lwu Thai Bao ta xem chirng sap
lap dwoc dai cong, trong mdt hai ngay niva chac chan tom
dwoc ho ly, thu hoi bao kiém!”. Thdéc dau wng cudi cudi,
Lwu Thai Bao ndi “Khdng phai khoac lac dau. Hién ta dwoc
giup strc thém, cd ngudi gidp tal”. Thdc dau wng vira cudi
noi “Pai thw v huynh chi cé thé giip huynh lam giay cho
huynh”. Lwu Thai Bao noéi “Nguwoi tin hay khéng tin, bay gio
nguoi tdi nha ta, ta nh& nguoi chat viéc”. Théc dau wng
héi “Chuyén gi vay?”. Lwu Thai Bao noi “Nguoi dirng hoi
trwdcl”.

Y kéo Théc dau wng di, vé t&i nha, clra phong phia bac
van dong, Twong Mudi van chwa nga day, Lwu Thai Béo
bdo Théc dau wng vao phong phia nam doi. Y vao vién
trong dang hang mét tiéng hdi “Dac Loc dai ca day chwa?”.

DPac Loc dang rira mét, nghe tiéng Lwu Thai Bao bén day
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ctra ra néi “M&i vao !”.

Hém nay vé mat cta DPac Loc dac biét hién hoa, Lwu Thai
Bao chap tay noi “Ta khéng vao dau! Pai ca cho ta mwon
nghién bt gidy mwe véil Ta nghéo qua, danh vay lai cao
trd don, phai viét mét t& van ty”. Dac Loc cam but muec ra,
lai cho hai t& gidy ban rat day. Lwu Thai Bao cam lay dinh
di, Dac Léc lai goi y dirng lai, cwdi hdi “Nguoi biét Du Tu
Lién t&i chwa ?”. Lwu Thai Bao lac dau noi “Ta khong biét”.
Pac Léc néi “Hém qua ta nghe t6i t& nha ho Birc néi Du
Tu Lién da toi Bac Kinh, & trong nha ho Blrc, con chai bim
téc, dai khai ¢ ta chwa lay Ly M& Bach”. Lwu Thai Bao noi
“Lo chuyén ngudi tal”. BDac Léc néi “Du Tu Lién chuyén
hanh hiép trwong nghia, thay viéc bat bang chang tha,
nguwoi nén t&i nha Bire Khiéu Phong tim cach cau xin cb ta
bat gian tac giup ngwoi”. Lwu Thai Bao cudi néi “Loc dai
ca qua xem thwéng huynh dé réi! Ty ta day vao gian tac,
tw ta phai tim cach bat, chir nhe va dan ba thi nhut hét chi
khi 1", n6i xong cwdi quay di. Y ra phong phia nam vién
ngoai, dat but mwc gidy nghién 1&n ban, kéo tay Théc dau
wng ndi “Nh& nguoi vé cho ta mét to, phai vé mu hau bé
chan, quan trong la cai dudi hé ly”. Théc dau wng bwc boi
noi “Toi dau co biét vé? Vé rua con co thé, mu hau toi

khéng biét v&”. Lwu Thai Bao gio nam dam Ién ké sat dau
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Théc dau wng ndi “Néu nguoi khéng vé ta sé danh nguoi,
v& mau! V& mu hau trwdce, theo twédng mao vo nguoi vé ra
la dwoc”.

Théc dau wng khéng con cach nao khac, vira cudi viva
tirc, danh dung nam dau ngén tay cam buat, mat ca nira
ngay ma&i vé xong mét mu hau, dau to, chan ngan, hai
chan to nhé giang ra, trén mat la ndm cham den ké& nhw
mdi mat miéng. Lwu Thai Bao vé bén chan mu hau thém
mot cai dudi hd ly, gibng nhw mét cay chdi, réi vé & dwdi
mét con hd ly nhd, ky thwe khéng gibng ho ly chut nao,
cling khdng gibng méo, 1a “t& bat twong”. Lwu Thai Bao
cam tay Théc dau wng, trén chd gidy tréng lai viét tam chir
to “Bich nhan hd ly sap phai chiu chét’, ké noi “Buoc roi,
lam phién ngwoi qua!”. Théc dau wng nhin mu hau may
vé lai khéng nhin dwoc cwdi ndi “Lao ca! Huynh lai nght ra
trd gi vay?”. Lwu Thai Bao cuwéi noi “Nguwoi dirng hoi
nhiéu, ndi trong ba ngay, ta sé lay sui cdo nhan thjt hd ly
mo&i ngwoi dn, cho nguoi mét tAm da hé ly, nguoi cadm vé
cho vo ngwoi lam nén dbi cho ém tai. Hon nira ta phai
khién nguwoi dwgc mé to mét, xem thanh bao kiém chém
gang chat sat dé!”, néi xong day Théc dau wng di.

Bubi chiéu, Lwu Thai Bao rat thodi mai ngti mét gidc ngon

lanh, &n com ti xong, th&i gian khéng con nhiéu, Du Tu
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Lién sap t&i réi. Lwu Thai Bao bao vo 1y mét mii cwong
tiéu, dung td gidy v& mu hau va tdm ch “Bich nhan hd ly
sap phai chju chét” géi lai di ra khdi cdng. Lang thang trén
phé subt nlra ngay, méi téi trudc cdng Ngoc phu. Luc by
gi® tréi chwa té&i canh hai, nhwng cdng Ién Ngoc pha di
nhién da déng roi. Trén god cao khéng cé mét nguwdi nao,
trevi da tdi den, gio rat Ién. Lwu Thai Bao cdi giay giau
trong ngudi, lai méc mii cwong tiéu géi trong to gidy vé
chri ngudi ra, 14y hét can dam, phi than I&n ndc pha vt
vao gilra san. Y nhay ngay xudng, ngay ca giay ciing
khédng mang vao, quay nguwdi bd chay, nghe coé tiéng thanh
la vang 1&n phia sau. Quay vé nha, mdt cau ciing khéng
nodi, tinh than rat cang thang, liéu doan Bich nhan hd ly
khéng t&i khéng dwoc. Nhwng mai dén sang van khéng co
dong tinh gi.

Qua ngay th&r ba Lwu Thai Bao t&i cac quan tra khap
thanh Tay Nam Bé&c dé réu rao, néi trong vong ba ngay
nhat dinh sé& bat dwoc Bich nhan hé ly. BPong thdi y cling
nghe cé ngwdi bi mat noi “Téi qua Ngoc phu lai xay ra
chuyén ...”.

Lwu Thai Bao cling khéng dam nghe, bén chuén di. C4
ngay y chwa vé nha, mai dén canh hai méi quay vé. Vira

vao thiy Du Tu Lién da toi, vo y dang tiép chuyén. Thai
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Twong Mudi vira thay Lwu Thai Bao thi néi “Ay! Nguoi vé
roil

HOm nay co6 hai vién sai quan t&i goi nguwoi!”. Lwu Thai
B&o gat dau noi “Ta biét, d6 1a ngwdi cia nha mén Bé dbc
t&il Ngay mai néu ho lai tdi, thi néi mung moét ta sé di chuc
tét ho”. R6i quay qua Du Tu Lién néi “Dai thw! Téi nay gian
tadc nhat dinh toi, dai thw dé phong mét chat!”. Du Tu Lién
noi “Ta mong y thi dén bay gi®, mau giai quyét xong
chuyén cac nguwoi, ta con phai vé nha ngay’.

Lwu Thai Bao bao vo dbi cho Du Tu Lién chén tra néng, y
cam mét thanh dao cho vao tui Bach bao nang, di vao
phong phia nam. Luc chwa vao phong, danh Itra sang I1én
trwde, dao trwde ngwdi sau, téi trong phong, nhin bon
phia khéng c6é ai, y m&i déng clra, thbi tat Ira, nam trén
giwdng. Luc nay ngoai ctra sb trovi tdi mit mung. Gio lanh
thdi v vu, ché ndy dwa sat tworng thanh, ngay ca tiéng
bao canh ciing khéng dé& nghe thay, cling khdng biét 1a
dang lic nao. Anh dén trong phong phia béc téa sang, Itra
cling rAt manh, Thai Twong Mudi va Du Tu Lién ndi
chuyén phiém rat hop nhau, quén cd mét maéi budn ngu.
Du Tu Lién rét thich Twong Mudi hoat bat ty nhién, ciling
cwdi noi “Tiée la ngwoi da cé chong, néu khdng chang ta

lam ban v&i nhau thi hay biét may! Ta cé thé dan nguoi t&i
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rat nhiéu noi”, chot phut mét tiéng thdi tat dén, Thai Twong
Mudi giat minh thi thdy Du Tu Lién da dirng day, nhe
nhang rut song dao ra. Thai Twong Mudi cling voi rut dao
ra tay va cam mét ngon phi tiéu, Du Tu Lién nhin nang lac
dau. Ngoai ctra sb chi co tiéng gid, tuyét khdng cé thanh
am nao nira. Du Tu Lién nhe nhang mé& cra ra, vira vot ra
khoi phong, tiép dé lién nhay Ién néc phong phia bac.

Trén noc phong cé6 mét gian tac vung dao chém nang, dao
& tay tréi Du Tu Lién chém manh t&i trwéde, v mét tiéng,
dao & tay phai nang lai rit gié chém téi. Gian tac khéng do,
chay mau ra ngoai twdng, hai chan cla thi viva cham dét,
Du Tu Lién da dubi t&i. Gian tic thay anh dao 14p 16e truéc
mat lién hoanh dao dén d&, khéng ng® thanh dao trong tay
kia clia Du Tu Lién lai ddng thdi chém téi tring cb tay trai
thi, gian tac ai cha mét tiéng quay ngu®i bd chay, Tu Lién
dudi theo. Hai chan gian tic cwc nhanh, lai thém bj thuwong
phai chay thoat than, qua that nhw bay. Du Tu Lién phia
sau dudi riét khdng bd, men theo twdng thanh thang vé
phia tay, chay bén ndm dam chot quay qua hwéng nam.
Lac &y Du Tu Lién thay phai dudi nhanh hon, cach gian tac
khoéng qua sau bay bwéc, chot gian tac xoay nguwoi, tay
phai phéng thanh dao vao Tu Lién, Tu Lién tranh qua moét

bén, gian tic lai quay dau ra strc chay, Tu Lién lai dudi
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theo, dudi t&i dworng 1&n phia tady Cé Lau. Gian tic chay
|én mo6t tda nha trén go cao, Tu Lién dudi lén, gian tac lién
vot |én phong m6t trach vién I&n. Du Tu Lién clng vot Ién,
tr sau chém t&i mot dao, gian tic la thadm mét tiéng nga
lan xudng dat. Du Tu Lién cling nhay xudng thi thay 1a mot
hoa vién. Gian tac dang lan 16n dwéi dat, Tu Lién voi san
t&i vung dao dinh két thac tinh mang gian tac.

Lac nay chot thay cé mét bong den manh mai xéng téi,
kiém quang trong tay 16e 1&én phéng t&i Ta Lién, Tu Lién
vung dao d&, choang mdt tiéng, thanh dao trong tay bj bao
kiém cla d6i phwong chém dirt mot doan, Du Tu Lién noi
“Al Ngwoi chinh la tén trom kiém!”. Nang khéng Ui lai, ném
chudi dao trong tay phai, déi dao tay trai qua tay phai, vu
vU vu chém lién may nhat, ddng thdi nghiéng ngwdi tranh
kiém. Dbi phwong ciling rung kiém quang, danh nhau hon
mudi hiép bat phan thang bai.

Luc bay gi® trwde vien da khua thanh la keng keng, nguoi
st kiém vung kiém chém manh vao Tu Lién, Tu Lién chup
cb tay phai thi, d6i phwong ciing déng théi ¢d ndm tay Du
Tu Lién. Nhwng Du Tu Lién giat minh, vi thay cb tay cua
ngwdi nay rat mém mai, hon ni¥a con cd mot cai vong rat
cwng, dwong nhw 1a mét cai vong ngoc. Nguwdi nay mac ao

xanh, ntra khuén mét ciing che vai the den, Tu Lién nhéc
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mi chan diém vao bung dwéi dbi phwong, ddi phuong
dung chan dap ra, cling la ban chan to.

Lac ay trwde vién da cé tiéng nguwdi am T, thanh la khua
loan I&n, nguwoi kia voi giat tay ra, Tu Lién git khéng chac
bén buéng tay ra, dong thoi cling rat dao vira xéng t&i vira
chém. Nguoi kia mua kiém dén d& ba bdn hiép réi xoay
lwng bd chay, Tu Lién dudi mau theo, ngudi d6 danh he
mot chiéu rdi I8n vao can phong sau clra sb. Luc dy anh
den da soi t¢i hoa vién, Tu Lién bén phi than Ién n6c
phong, men phong chay di, chi thay phia dwéi cé khodng
hai mwoi ngwdi déu cam dén 16ng, xach dao gay Ua vao
hoa vién.

Du Tu Lién trén néc phong chay di, chay rat nhanh t dai
trach vién nay qua t¢i néc cac nha lan can, di rat xa maoi
nhay xudng. Day la mét con hém nhd tbi tdm, xuyén qua
hai con hém lién thay twong thanh sieng sivng, di vé phia
déng twong thanh, lGc nay trong tay nang chi con lai mét
thanh dao.

Nhwng vi déi song dao nay 1a cha nang ndm xwa con sdng
da dat mua cho nang, nay bi chat dt mét thanh, nang
khéng khdi cé chat dau l1dong. Nang biét thanh bao kiém
chém gay cwong dao ctia minh chinh la thanh kiém ba

nam trwdc day Ly Mo Bach doat dworc tir tay Lidu Kién Tai
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réi tang cho Thiét tiéu Bbi lac. Nhwng ngudi st dung kiém
vira roi lai rat dang nghi, kiém phap cta nguwdi do kha tinh
thuc, kiém phap cé may ché gibng nhw Ly M6 Bach tirng
st dung qua, dac biét cb tay va cai vong trén cb tay cla
nguoi do ...

Du Tu Lién vira di vira nghi ngoi, quay vé nha Lwu Thai
Bao, vuwot twdng vao. Vo chdng Lwu Thai Bao déu xach
dao tr trong phong lao ra. Du Tu Lién cw&i ndi “La tal”. V¢
chong Lwu Thai Bao véi budng dao xudng hdi “Du dai thu,
bat dwoc gian tac khédng?”. Du Tu Lién vao phong, xua tay,
dé dao Ién ban, noéi “Mot thanh dao cla ta da bj bao kiém
cda thi chém gay réi, ngay mai phai di 1am mot thanh giéng
nhw vay nhung e khéng thé ndng nhw vay!”.

Lwu Thai Bao va Thai Twong Mudi déu so ngan ngudi ra,
Du Tu Lién rét mdt chén tra udng, réi xua tay néi:

“Cac nguoi khdng can lo 1ang! Ngay mai ¢ thé sé biét tin,
nhwng chuyén nay quan hé trong dai, cac nguoi dwng toi
cac noi ndi bira nira. DU thé nao trwdc hét ta nhat dinh
bao gian tac phai giao bdo kiém ra. Giao bao kiém ra,
dirng dé thi lam bay nira la coi nhw xong réi, vi ta con phai
voi vé Cu Loc, khdng thé & lai Bac Kinh. Va lai chung ta
déu quen biét Birc Khiéu Phong, néu birc bach Ngoc

Chinh dwdng khé tranh khéi y sé gian lay nha ho Buc”.
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Lwu Thai Bao gat dau, trong den déi mat ba goc déo lia lia.
Y doan khéng ra két qua cudc dau gitra Du Tu Lién va bon
ho ly ra sao? Cang doan khéng ra Du Tu Lién c6 cach gi
m&i c6 thé thu hdi bao kiém lai. Luc nay Du Tu Lién c6 hoi
mét mai, Lwu Thai Bdo cdm dao qua phong phia nam, Tu
Lién bao Twong Mudi déng ctra lai réi noi:

“Chung ta yén tam ngu di! Ta dam bao gian tac khéng toi
nira”. Thai Twong Mudi trdi ném xong lai khéng nam
xubng. Du Tu Lién lai quay dau vao trong, mac ca 4o ngoai
ngu, Thai Twong Mudi cling nam xudng, van khdong dam
c&i hai, hai ngudi dap chung mét cai chan béng, mat doi
nhau.

Thai Twong Mudi héi nho:

“Du dai thw, vira réi dai thw dudi gian tic toi dé thi quay lai
a?”. Du Tu Lién ndi:

“Nguoi khédng can héi ky, ngay mai nguwoi sé hiéu, bay gi®
ta ddm bao gian tc khéng thé t&i nhiéu loan niva, chi can
trd bao kiém lai thi ta di. Nhwng trude khi di, ta phai gdp
qua vi tiéu thw Ngoc Kiéu Long d6 mét phen, vi hém nay ta
& nha ho Birc, nghe me chéng nang dau nha ho néi Ngoc
Kiéu Long dung la rat xinh dep, van chwong thu hoa déu
gidi. Co ta thwdng t&i nha ho Bre, vi hai nha vén 1a chd

quen biét 1au ndm. Ba nam trwéce lic Pire Khiéu Phong bi
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phat phdi ra Tan Cwong, Ngoc dai nhan dang Ia Lanh doi
dai than & do, dwoc y chiéu cb. Pirc Khiéu Phong & do
nén biét Ngoc tiéu thw, nghe naéi lic & Tan Cwong khéng
an nhan gidng nhw bay gid, ¢ ta ciing biét cw&i ngwa ban
cung, thwong di san trong rivng nui. Ta nght nguwoi nay
chac rat tha vi, sdng mai ta mubn gap cé ta”.

Thai Twong Mudi n6i “That ra Ngoc tidu thw dé clng
chang qua chi la xinh dep, m&c quan 4o sang trong, cling
khéng cé gi dic biét! Ngwa e rang co ta cwdi khéng ndi,
cung tén tré con choi thi hodc gia cd ta cé thé kéo ndi,
ngay mai dai thw gap cb ta thi sé biét. Dang nguoi rat yéu,
gan lai cwc nhd, cha téi dién Lwu tinh chuy truwéc cdng phu
co ta, c6 ta mudn xem nhwng lai so Lwu tinh chay tudt khoi
day vang tring cb ta, dai thw chwa nhin thay thai do cta co
ta d4y! Néu khéng cd may ngudi bdc phu che ché, mot
tran gi6é co 18 sé thdi co ta nga. Pai thw ndi ¢ ta biét sach
biét chir, biét viét biét vém, cling cé thé Ia that! Nhwng con
nguwoi ay &, thi chwa chac ¢6 tai can gi! Néu ching téi dbi
chd cho nhau, ¢6 ta lam tdi, t6i lam cd ta, dam bao cb ta
ngay ca nau an ciing lam khéng xong, chi drng noi
chuyé&n phong phi tiéu va di day. Téi &y a, htv, cling khéng
dé dé cho mét gian tdc &n nup trong nha!”.

Du Tu Lién cu®i cu®i noi:
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“Nguoi nén biét, trong méat khéng thé biét nguoi”.

Thai Twong Mudi cwoi dap:

“Nwéc bién khong thé 14y ddu ma dong! Twong lai cé |8 t6i
cling mac quan ao sang trong nhw ¢6 ta, co diéu cai toi
khéng bang cd ta chinh la voc dang va can nang”. Du Tu
Lién lai hoi:

“C6 ta cao bao nhiéu?”,

Thai Twong Mudi gio tay so sanh ndi “So vai dai thw thi
cao hon moét chut, nhwng lwng nhoé hon dai thw, khdng
cuwdng trang nhw dai thw!”. Du Tu Lién nham nlra mat,
Thai Twong Mudi lai vubt mai téc ctia minh bén gbi, ngoi
day, tlr ttr c&i dbi hai théu nhd, giay lat Du Tu Lién da ngu.
Thai Twong Mudi van khéng dam ngu, lai xubng giwdng
nam sap canh ctra kinh nhin ra cdn phong phia nam, lai
thdy phong phia nam tdi den, dang nghi khéng biét tdi nay
Lwu Thai Bdo dam ngu hay khéng thi nghe co6 tiéng vé tay.
Thai Twong Mudi nhin ra phia ctra kinh nhd mét bai nwéc
bot, kh& mang vong ra “Chét tiét!”, quay lai thi thay Du Tu
Lién tré minh, lai nghe nang thé dai mot tiéng.

Nira dém vé sang, khéng cé chuyén gi, sang sém hém
sau, Du Tu Lién bdo Lwu Thai Bao di vé phia phu can
Ngoc phu, xem xem trong dé cé chuyén gi xay ra hay

khéng. Lwu Thai Bao di, gan dén gi® &n com triva maoi
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chay vé, kinh hai néi “Céng I&n ctia Ngoc phu téi khéng
dam t&i, t6i sai Théc dau wng di thdm do, Théc dau wng
néi hém nay trwdc cdng Ién clia Ngoc phi dac biét nghiém
ngat, khéng cho ngudi vo s 18n go. Thdc dau wng tan
mat nhin thay cbng xe ctia Ngoc pht c6 mét chiéc quan tai
dwa ra, cing khéng co phwdng kéen, nghe ndi la mét vi sw
nwong trong pha ho, hdm qua bi bao bénh chét’.

Ta Lién cwdi nhat néi “Vay thi cé thé néi Bich nhan hé ly
khéng thé dbi dich v&i cac nguwoi niva”. Lwu Thai Bao noi
“Bich nhan ho ly da chét, 1a Du dai thw da trir khir dwoc
mobt ké dai ac, nhwng con c6 hau hoan. Ngudi ta s chinh
la tén dd dé do cua y thi, dé dé cua vy thi Ia dan éng thi cé
1& 13 t6i t& ctia Ngoc pha. Y von cao cwdng hon Bich nhan
hé ly trdm |1an, sw phé chét y lai khdng tra thu sao?”. Du Tu
Lién 1ac dau néi “Ta thay néu y mudn bao thu, ciing khéng
thé gay ndo loan nhu vay. Hém qua ta ciing da biét ngudi
do, vd nghé cla y tuy cao song ta cling co thé dich dworc,
nhwng ta nghi y khédng dén ndi xau nhw sw pho y!” rdi hdi
“Céac ngwoi chwa hdi tham ra Bich nhan hé ly da dwoc goi
la sw nwong gi d6 thi chac con cé sw phu, nhung sw phu
ay la nguoi thé nao?”. Lwu Thai Bao ndi “Lai lich cu thé
cua ho chung téi héi do khéong ra. Nhwng nghe ngudi ta

noi gian tac da chét nay & Ngoc phd chuyén lo viéc khau
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va cho tiéu thw, hang ngay 1a nguwdi rat khudn phép,
thwérng ra chiia miéu thap hwong. Théc dau wng néi y chi
thay quan tai trong céng nha xe dwa ra, nhwng khéng thay
ai khoc, cling khdng thay ai mac do tang, dai khai con hod ly
nay cling moét than mét minh”.

Thai Twong Mudi bén canh nghe chéng néi khéng nhin
dwoc cuwdi. Du Tu Lién bén bao Lwu Thai Bao di thué xe
gium, noi “Ta t&i nha ho Birc xem xem, toi ta lai vé!”. Luwu
Thai Bao di ra, giay lat da thué t&i mot cé xe. Du Tu Lién
khodc cai do khoéc lua xanh 1&n, bén noi “Téi gap lai!”.
Nang ra khoi ctra Ién xe di.

Ba nam trwdc luc Du Tu Lién & Bac Kinh, von & trong mét
can phong khac ctia nha ho Blrc, trong dé bay bién cling
da, va con cé mét sb vat dung quan 4o cua Tu Lién dé
trong d6. Nhwng lan nay Tu Lién t&i néi chi & vai ngay sé
phai quay vé nha, nang lai rat tam dau y hop véi me chéng
nang dau ho buc, chuyén ba nam chia tay néi thau dém
subt sang cling khéng hét. Lai dot nhién thém chuyén nay
cta Lwu Thai Bdo, vi vay tat ca hanh Iy tiy than ctia nang
déu chwa chuyén téi do, vira téi lai truc tiép t&i phong clra
D¢ dai phu nhan.

HAém nay da la hai mwoi sau thang chap, con bén ngay

nira 1a hét nam, vi vay Duc dai phu nhan dac biét ban rén,
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phai sdi bdo may boc phu phai chui sang tat ca dé dac
trong cac phong. Thiéu phu nhan Dwong Lé Phwong cling
khéng luyén v, son phan ciing nhiéu hon, &o dai cling
md&i va 1dng 1ay hon so véi ngay thwdng, trén bui toc Bat
ky cling cai hoa bang lua mdng, nhwng hai chan ca nang
tuy khéng bo niva van con rat nhé. Chot nang nhin me
chong noi “Du cd nwong vé!”.

Dei Du Tu Lién vao phong, nang v6i qua giup Du Tu Lién
cdi 4o khodc xudng. Birc dai phu nhan cwdi néi “Em gai,
s ¢d van phai chay nguwoc chay xudi! Cd téi dau, chuyén
phién phirc ciing theo téi dd, ba nam khéng gap, dau dé gi
co t&i dwoe, cr gdp phai Lwu Thai Bdo xui quay, khéng dé
c6 kip xudng ngwa thd da kéo di bat gian tac cho y, lai sap
tét r6i. Dit khoat, tdi nay ngwoi dirng di nira! Gian tic pha
nha clia y cling mac k&, chung ta vui vé qua mét ngay cudi
nam di!”.

Du Tu Lién ngéi trén giwdng, cudi néi “Chuyén dé ciing
sap xong roi, nhiéu nhat hém nay téi t&i nha y mot chuyén
nira, cd vo' nhd cha ho Lwu cling rat tha vi”. Birc dai phu
nhan néi “Ta nghe ngudi ta néi cling dung. Vén ngudi ta
cling la con gai cla sai quan, khdng phai di day dé muwu
sinh. Tiéu t& Lwu Thai Bao kia ciing kiém dwoc co hoi,

that &m &rc cho cé nwong nha ngudi tal”. Du Tu Lién noi
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“Nhwng t6i thay Lwu Thai Bao cling khéng phéi xau xa gi”.
Plrc dai phu nhan naéi “Xau hay khéng khéng noi, chiviy
rat dang ghét, rat khéng biét diéu. Chau va chau dau cé
luyén vo, y thwdng hay t¢i xem, con dirng bén khen hay!
Cé mdt lan gép Tam tiéu thw ctia Ngoc phu, y ciing khéng
biét né tranh, khién ta ciing phat ngwong. Con ngudiy
khéng nhw Ly M6 Bach, Ly Mé Bach nguwoi ta co quy cu,
giao tinh sau dam v¢&i Ngi ca c¢6. Y thi nhin cach an mac
ma xem? VA lai cling khéng cé giao tinh gi, y chang qua Ia
biéu dé cia Dwong sw phd, ky thwe Dwong sw phé cling
chan ngay y roi I”.

Du Tu Lién cuwdi noi:

“Nguoi giang hd déu nhw vay”. Bire dai phu nhan cling
cwdi néi “May ma ta khéng di lai giang hd, nhwng ta thay
c6 subt nam & ngoai, van vinh vién giéng tiéu thw vay, 1an
nay co t&i ta thy dang vé van khéng qué mua”. Duong Lé
Phuwong ding sau lwng me chéng nhin Du Ta Lién. Du Tu
Lién cling cw®i Noi:

“Téi mubn gdp Ngoc Kiéu Long”. Blre dai phu nhan noi
“Ngwoi mudn gap cd ta ciing dé théi, ta bdo Tho Nhi di, 1ap
tlrc s& moi cd ta t&i”. Du Tu Lién ndi “That sao? Ngii tau
co ban linh l&on vay w?”,

Duc dai phu nhan cwoi ndi “Nguwoi khac ta moi khdng
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dworc, ¢ ta thi ta vira mai t&i. Hai hdm trwdc & chd Khau
dai phu nhan ta gap cé ta! Hai ngwdi bon ta gdp mat 1a 1an
sau than hon lan trwéc. Ta biét may ngay nay ¢é ta cling
rat budn bwc, chi vi Lwu Thai Bdo d6 dang noi trong phu
ho giu hd ly gi do, cha cé ta rat budn byc. Chang I& di
danh nhau véi Lwu Thai Bao ? Nhwng lai qua thye khdng
nén, va lai con lién hé dén thé dién cha Thiét Bbi Iac, néu
noi khéng thém dé y vy, lai that dang gian, vi vay lao gia
ngay ngay mat may u é, day la mét ly do. Con nira, chinh
la chuy&n hén nhan cia Ngoc Tam tiéu thw sép phai dinh,
lay mot vi Han 1am x4u xi, ngudi tai nhw cé ta vay sao cod
thé vira y? Hém trudc luc ta dén, thay co ta dang khoc véi
Khau dai phu nhan, dai khai chinh la nhac t&i chuyén dau
long cla cb ta”.

Du Tu Lién néi “Ai ma dé y chuyén cé ta lay Han 1am xau
hay Han 1am dep, Ngi tu mau goi cb ta t&i cho tdi gap
mat di I”. Blrc dai phu nhan ngdm nght réi néi “Khéng cé
chuyén gi ciing kho di maoi, vay ta sai ngwdi lam mét tiéc
rwou, moi cd Khau dai phu nhan cung t&i cho cd béi tiép,
chang ta an t6i dwoc khéng?”. Du Tu Lién néi “Bay gidr
com trwa con chwa an, com t6i doi dén gi® nao?”. Pirc dai
phu nhan noi “Khéng! Moi ho t¢i sém maét chut! Thi ndi cb

dang & day, ho nhéat dinh véi t&i, vi Khau dai phu nhan
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cling rat nhé co. Ngoc tam tiéu thw va co chwa tirng gap
nhau, nhwng ¢6 ta cling biét danh tiéng cla cé.

Cé ta tirng héi tham ta vé chuyén trwdc day cla co, con
hdi lic nao ¢6 méi téi Bac Kinh”. Du Tu Lién néi “Hay
dirng ndi cho ho trwdc méi hay, doi ho dén réi, Ngii tau
hay gidi thiéu Ngoc Kiéu Long v@i t6i!”. Plrc dai phu nhan
cudi noi “Dai khai s¢ ¢o ta biét ¢b giup Lwu Thai Béo, sé
han cé chi gi ? Buoc roi!

Ta sé sai nguoi di moil”, rdi quay qua néi véi Duwong Lé
Phong. Dwong Lé Phong lai dan béc phuy, béc phu lai ra
ngoai vién dan ngw&i & Tho nhi, Tho nhi bén phan ra di
md&i nra khach.

Prc dai phu nhan va Dwong Lé Phwong lién di thay quan
4o, Du Tu Lién cling mé hanh ly I4y ra mét cai 4o béng lua
mau xanh, d6i dai hai théu hoa gia doan, va chai lai bim
téc, thoa chat dau 18n du, trén mat cling thoa chut phan.
Lat sau Bire dai phu nhan trang diém xong, quay ngudi
nhin Du Tu Lién mét cai cwdi ndi “Cé an mac nhuw vay, ta
thay con dep hon Ngoc Kiéu Long!”.

Ldc éy béc phu vao, m&i ho ra phan sanh dung com
trwdc, dang an thi Tho nhi ngoai ctra sd phuc dap noi
“Khau dai phu nhan hém nay phai vé nha me nén khéng

t&i dwoc, noi 1a cdm on phu nhan, Ngoc tam tiéu thw thi ba
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bdn gi® nira sé t&i !”. Du Tu Lién nghe xong noi “Tdi ¢b ta
m&i t&i, that khién ngudi ta khéng chiu dwng ndi, biét vay
nén hen ho an trwa!”.

Sau gi® tria doi nhiéu gi®, Tho nhi lai t&i ngoai ctra sb noi
“Xin thwa! Ngoc tam tiéu thw toil”. Dlrc dai phu nhan véi ra
don, Dwong Lé Phong lai soi gwong rdi theo me chéng ra
don. Du Tu Lién ding 18n thi nghe ngoai cbng co tiéng
cwdi nho nhd, tiéng chan nhon nhip, nang bén drng bén

ctra s6 nhin qua I&p kinh.
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Vwong Do Lw

Ngoa H6 Tang Long
Hoi 4

Cwoi nhat lam duyén phong khué doi bao kiém
Anh dén béng téc dém hodi gap tinh nhan

Cuw®i nhat 1am duy@n phong khué doi bao kiém Anh dén
bong téc dém héi gap tinh nhan Thay me chéng nang dau
ho Blrc m&i mét vi tiéu thuw mwdi bay mudi tdm tudi vao
phong, qua nhién vi tiéu thw nay véc dang nhd nhan,
nhwng cling khéng co gi 1a “yéu 6t”. Nang khodac chiéc ao
bang doan théu hoa dé chai, 16 ra dudi téc kim tuyén, trén
tdc cdm mot chiéc tram hinh mdt con phwong dd ngdm hat
chau. Trén mat danh phan, dé nhat dinh 1a loai phan dat
tién, nhan sac diém I&, ma con hai hoa, khéng giéng nhw
dam phu n& dung tuc thoa son trat phan I&én mat rat khéng
tw nhién.

Vi tiéu thw nay khédng nhirng dung mao xinh dep ma con
béc 16 mét phong thai dwdng hoang, nu cwdi cla nang

nhw mang theo gid xuan, giong néi khdng to nhwng rat rd,
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ct chi thich hop ma khéng thé 16. Nang va Plc dai phu
nhan nhwdng nhau héi lau, nhat dinh moi Bée dai phu
nhan di tredc. Dlrc dai phu nhan lai cd chap khéng chiu,
ndi thang:

“Mudi da téi nha ta réi, chang ta dau thé di trwdc dwoc!”.
Ngoc Kiéu Long cuwdi néi “Vay maoi thiéu phu nhan!”.
Dwong Lé Phong cwdi vdi lui vé phia sau. Luc ay hai boc
phu ctia Ngoc Kiéu Long cung mét a hoan &n méc con
16ng lay hon ca Dwong Lé Phong déu cudi néi “Dire phu
nhan nguwdi 1a chi dau Tam tiéu thw chung téi, xin dirng
khach khi!”.

Du Tu Lién nhin t&i d6 lién vao phong trong, buéng rém
xubng, qua blrc rém nghe B¢ dai phu nhan da moi Ngoc
Kiéu Long vao rdi, ho rat khach khi mei ngdi néi chuyén,
Purc dai phu nhan héi Ngoc Kiéu Long hai hdm nay & nha
lam nhirng gi? Ngoc Kiéu Long cuwdi néi “Khéng 1am gi ca,
ta mudn t&i thdm Ngi tAu nhwng lai s Ngi tau ban. Va lai
ta ma t&i thi thiéu phu nhan lai bj phién phirc!”. Dvong Lé
Phong ciing mém méng néi hai cau khiém tén, sau dé
nghe D¢ dai phu nhan néi “H6m nay ta khéng chi maoi
Tam tiéu thw, ma con mudn mei Khau dai phu nhan nira!
Nhwng hdm nay ba phai vé nha me rudt, tir ta I&i moi cha

ta. Vén ta cling nghi cudi ndm Tam tiéu thw nhat dinh ban
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rén hon ngay thwdng, nén ch& qua nam hay moi. Nhwng
hai ngay nay bon ta con cé mét vi khach, 1a ngudi nbi
tiéng, trwéc day tiéu thw nghe ta néi qua da mudn gap,
hém nay c6 ta cling mudn gép tiéu thu”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long dwéng nhw hoi buwe tire, cwdi héi “Vi nao
thé?”. Plrc dai phu nhan néi “Sao? Khach téi ma cé ta lai
nup rdi 8? Dwong nhi mau m&i Du ¢d nwong di!”. Lai noi
nhé v&i Ngoc tiéu thw “La Du Tua Lién, méi & hai ngay co
ta con phai di. Nay ta tim cach béo cé ta dién mot man
song dao cho mudi xem xem!”. Luc nay Dwong Lé Phong
da cuwoi di vao phong trong, t&i trwedc mat Tu Lién cwdi
khé noi “Ngoc Kiéu Long t&i roi, phu nhan chau moi ngudi
ra gap!”.

Du Tu Lién mim cw®i, ung dung di ra khéi phong, luc ay
Ngoc Kiéu Long da ding day. Nhin thdy Du Tu Lién, sac
mat nang bét giac bién dbi, nhu rat kinh ngac, nhung vé
khac la nay chi thoang qua, vé mat nang van binh thwong.
Prc dai phu nhan bén cuoi gidi thidu “Day la Tam tiéu thw
ctia Ngoc phu, day la sw pho Du tiéu thw trong nha ta
trwdc day, hai tiéu thw day, mot vj thi chuyén luyén vé, mét
vi thi thich nhin ngw&i luyén vo”.

Du Tu Lién nhin vi quy tiéu thw kia gat dadu mim cwoi, anh

mat nhw mii t&n nhon ban 18n mat Ngoc Kiéu Long. Nang
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cling gat gat dau cuoi cwdi khong tw nhién, anh mat cung
nhin cham cham Du Tu Lién nhw néi ngwoi nhin ta nhw
vay, thi ta cling nhin ngwoi nhw vay! Hai ngudi trivng mat
nhin nhau mét lic, bdng nhién Ngoc Kiéu Long twoi cuoi
nhin B¢ dai phu nhan noi “Ta cdm thay vi Du thw thw nay
rat quen?”. Du Tu Lién ciing néi “Ta thay cé ciing quen,
hinh nhw t6i qua ching ta da gdp nhau réi?”. Pirc dai phu
nhan cwdi nodi “Dé chac 1a ¢6 nam mo roi! Mdi ngdi! Mo
ngoi!”. Dwong L& Phong bwng tra t&i mei, Ngoc Kiéu Long
cwdi hdi “Ta da nghe Birc ngili tAu noi t&i ty ty tr 1au, ndi ty
ty rat co ban Iinh!”. Du Tu Lién ciing cu®i ndi “Ban Iinh cla
ta so v@i tiéu thw con kém xa, ta chi biét vot I1&én néc nha
vuot twdng, khéng biét chui cira sd I”. Ngoc Kiéu Long lai
bién sdc rbi nhw khdéng hiéu, van twoi cudi hdi “Du ty ty toi
Béac Kinh lic nao ?”. Du Tu Lién néi “Ta md&i téi hai ba
hém, néu t&i sém thi ching ta da s&m gép nhau roi!”.
Ngoc Kiéu Long lai cu®i noi “Ty ty t&i chd Birc Ngii tAu
day an tét sao?”. Du Tu Lién l&c dau noi “Khéng phai, ta
t&i Bac Kinh dé giai quyét chut viéc, dinh mua mot cai
khan che dau bang the xanh, mua hai tdm da hé ly nira”.
Ngoc Kiéu Long ndéi “Phai réi, nghe néi da hé ly nam nay
rat ré?”.

Du Tu Lién néi “Chéc ciing chia ra I&n nhd, hoé ly 1&n

242



khéng dat 1am, nhwng hd ly nhd chac kho kiém mot chat!”.
Ngoc Kiéu Long cuwdi cwdi, cli dau ubng mét hop tra.

Luc nay vé mat cua DBlrc dai phu nhan cling khong kim
dwoc phat dé 1én, vi cau nay cua Du Tu Lién dwdng nhuw
co hoi dién tam dao ti, tw nha :

R6t cudce ¢ ta quen di lai giang ho, thay ngwdi la khéng
biét n6i chuyén gi, bén chen vao noi qua chuyén khac. A
hoan theo hau Ngoc Kiéu Long nhin Du Tu Lién mét cai,
cam &o khodac cla tiéu thw réi Ii sang mot bén. Duwong Lé
Phong & bén canh rat sét rudt vé Du Tu Lién, tham nhad “Vi
Du ¢6 nwong nay hdm nay thé nao ay!

Trong nha ngwdi ta may ngay nay dang 6n o chuyén Bich
nhan ho ly gi d4, méi gap méat da ndi véi ngudi ta may cau
nhw thé, khéng phai cb tinh cham choc ngudi ta sao?”.
Luc &y Ngoc Kiéu Long nhin Du Tu Lién mét céi, réi quay
qua Duc dai phu nhan noéi “Chuyén do trong nha chung toi
con chwa xong, & dén bén ngoai thi ngay cang nhiéu.
Khién cha ta mudn tir quan, me ta ngay nao ciing budn, vi
vay hém nay Ngii tAu vira mdi 14 ta t&i ngay, vi & nha ciing
rat budn phién”, luc néi vé mat nang 16 ra nét budn ba. Plc
dai phu nhan nghe Ngoc Kiéu Long néi ra méi dam héi,
bén chau may hdi “Quy pha dung khéng phai déu 1a nguoi

gia sao?”.
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Ngoc Kiéu Long dét hai tay trén gbi, nang mac 4o dai bang
doan trang xanh, cui dau, chudi hat chau dwdi mé con
chim phwong ri xudng dong dwa qua lai, &m Grc n6i “Tuy
déu la téi t& 1au ndm, nhwng trong doé thue sw cd ngudi
xau hay khoéng thi khdng ai ddam néi. Cha ta cdm thay
nhirng 1& dén bén ngoai tuy khéng dang tin, nhwng mudn
g6t rira hiém nghi, bén dinh thay déi tat ca nguwoi dung
trong ngoai pha, sau do tw tir quan. Nhwng c6 rat nhiéu
than hiru déu t&i khuyén Ido nhan gia, néi 1a khédng nén vi
mét chat chuyén khdng ¢6 bang clr ma tir quan, phu an
trach cua triéu dinh. Va lai c6 may nguoi day té, me ta
xwa nay khéng réi xa. Chi vi may ly do nay, nam t&i chi so
van chwa thé quyét dinh thé nao! Ta tuy trd & mot phong
khac, khong dw vao chuyén nha, nhwng moi ngay nhin
thay ai cling mat may U &, tbi dén cling mot dém giat minh
may 1an, ta cling khdng biét 14 c6 chuyén gi, ngudi khac
déu khéng ndi vai ta. Ngii tAu nghi xem, hang ngay cu
nhw thé, ai ma chiu dwoc!”.

Brc dai phu nhan co6 vé bat binh, néi “That 1a chuyén
khéng thé ngd dwoc, moét manh ngdi nhé lai danh nga
dwoc ngudi | Lao thai gia nha mudi ciing qua hién lanh,
khéng biét cai quan sao ? Téi t& ai xau thi cl dudi di, bén

ngoai co ai phao tin ddn nham thi ct bat giam”. Néi t&i day
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ba nhin nhin Du Tu Lién néi “Du mudi mudi cling dirng chi
tin 1&i mot bén Lwu Thai Bao. Ngwoi thdy day, may ga vo
lai kia quay nhiéu phi dé I&n ctia nguoi ta téi mdre nao ?
Nguwoi 1a hiép ni¥ ndi danh, ngwoi gitp ta dep ndi bat binh
nay, giét Lwu Thai Bao dil”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long cling khédng nhin dwgc cwdi, néi “Cling
khéng trach ga ho Lwu do, néu khéng c6 ngudi quyén thé
che ché y ciing khdng dam lam thé. VA lai t6i t& ching toi
dung cling quéa nhiéu, trong dé kho tranh khai cd 1da 1an
16N, tuc nglr co cau “Khbng co Itra sao co khoi”, sao ho
Lwu khdng phao tin dén cho nha khac ma chi néi ching
t6i, du thay ...”. Blrc dai phu nhan néi “D6 1a vi 80 thai gia
lam viéc qua nghiém, dai khai déu dac tdi véi dam lwu
manh bon chung !

Lwu Thai Bao 1a ké cdm dau bon lwu manh, y lai dwa vao
thé lwc ctia phu Béi lac”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long khé th& dai, dwa méat nhin Du Tu Lién néi
“Néu ta dwoe nhw vi Du ty ty nay thi tét qua. Ta cling
khéng can biét vé nghé, chi can ta c6 thé ra bén ngoai thi
hay roil”. Blrc dai phu nhan lai néi “Mudi la thién kim tiéu
thw, dirng ndi ra ngoai, chi la di ra khéi khué cac mot
bwd&c, cling co a hoan bdc phu diu! Vi Du dai mudi bon ta

day trong nha lam bao tiéu, ttr nhd da theo lao nhan gia
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qua lai giang hd”. Ngoc Kiéu Long ndi “Vi vay ta rat ham
mé Du ty ty, hdm nay da gdp nhau, xin Du ty ty d6i x& v&i
ta nhw em gai, dirvng coi nhw ngwoi ngoai méi nén !”.
Dwong Lé Phong dirng canh nghe Ngoc Kiéu Long néi
thé, lai nhin Du Tu Lién mot cai.

Du Tu Lién dau tién hoi cwdi nhat, nhwng luc nay cling hoi
ngan ra, trong long khéng quyét dwoc chi y. Vi nghe may
cau nay ctia Ngoc Kiéu Long thi ré rang xwa nay nang &
mé&t minh trong chdn thAm khué, dirng ndi chuyén bén
ngoai, ma ngay ca chuyén xay ra trong phu nang cling
khoéng thé 1ap tire biét ngay. Con ngudi 6n nhu hda nha
nhw vay, |&i 18 lai rat dang thwong that khién nguoi ta bat
giac mém long, tham chi con hdi han vira réi da an néi 16
mang.

Nang bén quan sat k§ Ngoc Kiéu Long, véc dang va eo
lwng nay, ré rang gidng ngwdi st bao kiém tbi qua, nhat 1a
dwdi gau quan 16 ra mot déi ban chan to mang tat lua mau
héng nhat, déi hai phu nir Bat ky théu hoa kham ngoc,
chan rat thuén, nhwng néu mang giay thi khéng khac gi
chan dan 6ng. Du Tu Lién lai chu y hai cb tay ciia Ngoc
Kiéu Long, thdy nang mang mét ddi vong vang 16ng lanh,
ngon tay nhd nhan deo nhan ngoc nhan vang rat mém

mai, khédng gibng ngudi biét st kiém.
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Luc nay Ngoc Kiéu Long nhin Du Tu Lién, Du T Lién cudi
cudi noi “Ta khong biét khach khi, vira réi Ngoc mudi mudi
noi vay, ta that khéng dam nhan.

Nhwng ta nghi chuyén trong quy phua that khéng phai la
chuyén binh thwong !

Ta phiéu bat giang hd da b6n nam nam, chuyén gi cling da
gap qua, c6 mot loai dao tic dé trén tranh quan phu truy
bat thwdng mai danh 4n tich, hodc cai trang lam ngudi
khac gidi di lam n6 bdc cho nguoi ta, lai thwdong lam quen
v&i cdng tir tiéu thw trong pht dé nao dé, y nam chd yéu
ctia cht nhan, chd nhan biét chac y 14 gian tic cling khéng
lam gi dwoc”. Ngoc Kiéu Long gat dau ndéi “Chuyén loai
nay ta cling txng nghe qua, nhwng trong nha ta tuyét
khéng biét ! Anh chj ta déu dang & ché lam quan, trong
nha chi c6 cha me ta va ta la chd nhan”. Du Tu Lién néi
“Nguwdi trong pha da it, toi t& lai nhiéu, dwong nhién cé
diém kiém tra khong dwoc. Ta nghi chi can tiéu thw ¢ tim
cach, nhat thiét phai diéu tra twdng tan lai lich cla t6i t&
nam ni¥, ngan chan I&i dén dai bén ngoai. Néu khéng nhuw
vay chuyén gi 6n ao xay ra, e rang cho du dai nhan cua
quy phu tr quan cling khéng ich gi ! Chi vi than da lam
Ctru mén Dé dbc ma trong nha lai c6 dao tac ung dung cw

trd, t6i danh Ay khoéng phai nhd, dén luc xay ra chuyén, co
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cling kho tranh téi bat hiéu!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long hoi ngan ra.
Brc dai phu nhan lai thé dai néi “Néu ngwoi 1a Tam tiéu
thw co thé sé dé lam, nguoi co thé cAm dao di tra van tirng
ngwdi mot, chir Tam tiéu thw sao lam dwgc? Trong nha ho
dung tat ca bao nhiéu ngui, tiéu thw déu khéng biét | N
boc thi tiéu thw con co thé tra hdi, ch té trai tiéu thw van
khéng thady méat, hon nira mot vi tiéu thw dau thé di tra van
day t&?”. Ngoc Kiéu Long thé dai noi “Hién néu dai ca
hoac nhi ca ta & nha thi sé lam dwgc!”. D¢ dai phu nhan
noi “Cling khéng can cac lao gia & nha, chi can phu nhan
thai thai c6 kha nang la dwoc. Tiéu thw khéng ra khdi khué
cac, & trong nha gidng nhw khach, chuyén gi cling khéng
thé quan nhiéu”.

Dwong Lé Phong lai thay chén tra. Ngoc Kiéu Long lai nhe
nhang dirng day, DBuc dai phu nhan va Du Tu Lién cling
déu dirng 1&n. T6i t& & trong lai cho thém than vao 16 swéi,
Ngoc Kiéu Long lai di t&i bén cai ban an dai bang gé mun,
trén ban co hai chau thuay tién néd hoa mau bach ngoc,
nhuy hoa mau vang, canh |14 xanh biéc xinh dep dang yéu,
tda ra hwong thom thanh khiét. Ngoc Kiéu Long gio ban
tay trang mudt chi chi déa hoa, nhin B¢ dai phu nhan
cuwoi noi “Doa hoa nay that dep, trong phong ta cling co

hai chau, nhwng mai dén nay van chwa né”. Brc dai phu
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nhan noi “Do cé thé vi phong mudi hoi lanh, bon ta thi vi
may chau hoa nay ma tr budi chiéu 1a 16 swéi cling khéng
dé tan”. Ngoc Kiéu Long gat dau, nang ding dbi dién
chéch vé mét bén chau hoa, dwdng nhw dang nghi ngoi
diéu gi.

Prc dai phu nhan, Dwong L& Phong déu hAm mé nhin vi
tiéu thw nay, vi vé kiéu diém va trang phuc 16ng 13y cta
nang bao trum Ién déa hoa thay tién cang hién ré vé my |€,
that phang phat nhw mét bire tranh si niv clia bac danh
hoa. Du Tu Lién ddo mat, nghi tham ta tham do mét phen
thi c6 thé nhin ra nguoi la nguwdi thé ndo. Du Tu Lién bdng
nhién déi sang vé hoat bat, cuwdi néi “Hoa thay tién dep
nhw vay ta cling chwa tirng thiy qua, Ngii thu that dung 1a
nguwoi yéu hoa!”. Nang bwdc vé phia Ngoc Kiéu Long, con
cach hai bwéc thi nhin Ngoc Kiéu Long cu®i ndi “Ngoc
mudi mudi, quan ao ciia mudi may bang hang gi vay, dé ta
xem nao”. Nang dwa tay ra nhw dinh s&, nhwng lai chia
ngon tay ra diém thang vao ngwc Ngoc Kiéu Long, déng
tac cwe ky mau le ! Khéng ng® dau ngon tay chwa cham
vao 1&p vai, Ngoc Kiéu Long da nam dwoc hai tay nang,
hoi tai mat cwdi noéi “Ai chal Sao tay Du ty ty lanh thé!”. Du
T Lién lién xoay tay ndm cb tay nang, dung strc bam

manh. Néu 1a ngudi khac thi da la &m I&én, nhwng vé mat
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ctia Ngoc Kiéu Long lai chuyén sang binh hoa, hoi mim
cuwoi noi:

“Ty ty dirng dua! Ta so ban tay lanh cuta ty ty!”. Tu Lién
cuwoi nhat budng ra.

Ngoc Kiéu Long véi quay di.

Du Td Lién mét minh nhin hoa thay tién gat dau cwdi nhat
néi “Ta da hiéu!”.

Durc dai phu nhan luc 8y ciing hoi ngan ra, hai “Mudi hiéu
cai gi?”. Du Tu Lién ndi “Mudn che mét ta ciing khéng
duwoc, mau néi that véi ta!l”. Bare dai phu nhan cwdi noi
“Chuyén gi dé nguwoi xét ra vay!”. Du Tu Lién néi “Ta xét ra
rang thay tién cha Ngi tiu la dung chau than swéi, khéng
thé thi khéng thé twoi tét nhw vay”. Bl dai phu nhan
budc tdi kéo nang mét cai, cwdi néi “Buoc rdéi em gai,
nguwoi chd dé 16 ra la & nha qué 1én, thay tién nay khéng
nhw he vang, dwgc dung Itra swéi”. Tu Lién cwdi cudi,
thdy Ngoc Kiéu Long lai ngdi trén ghé udng tra moét minh
bén kia, ri tay 4o lua dd xubng che c¢b tay. Dwong Lé
Phong nhin Ngoc Kiéu Long réi nhin Du Tu Lién, trén méat
c6 vé kinh ngac. B¢ dai phu nhan lai c6 vé hoi khéng vui,
bdi tiép Ngoc Kiéu Long néi chuyén khéng dau ca nira
ngay, troi khéng con som. Brc dai phu nhan dan don com

trong phong, lién dé bdc phu, a hoan véi vang don ban an.
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Prc dai phu nhan va Duong L& Phong moi Ngoc Kiéu
Long ngdi & ghé chi, Du Tu Lién ngdi canh, Birc dai phu
nhan ngoi boi tiép, Dwong L& Phong dau tién khéng chiju
ngoi, k& Ngoc Kiéu Long cw®i ndi “Thiéu phu nhan ciing
ngoi xudng di, ching ta nhw ngwdi modt nha, khéng can
chu trong may quy cu [& tiét!”. Birc dai phu nhan cling nhin
con dau néi “Ngwoi ngdi dil”. Dwong Lé Phong lic &y méi
ngodi xubng mét cai ghé cudi cung.

Luc bay gi& Du Tu Lién va Ngoc Kiéu Long ngbi lién nhau,
mui thom trén &o cla Ngoc Kiéu Long déu xéng lén mii
Ta Lién, Ta Lién dé tay & dwéi ban, ngdm véo chan Ngoc
Kiéu Long mét cai. Ngoc Kiéu Long khéng nai gi, dwa mét
chén rwou cho Tu Lién néi “Du ty ty ubng rwou!”. Du Tu
Lién lai dung strc véo nang moét cai, Ngoc Kiéu Long hoi
chau may, Du Tu Lién cuwdi, réi theo 1& thwérng udng ruou
noi chuyén phiém. Ngoc Kiéu Long cling vui vé, con dac
biét than thiét v&i Du Tu Lién. Gidy lat nén bac dwoc thap
l&n, anh nén soi 1&8n Ngoc Kiéu Long tréng nhw tién niv
trong dam may mau. Rwou va thire an chwa dung bao
nhiéu, nhwng khach va chid da cung roi ban. A hoan cua
Ngoc Kiéu Long bung nwéc moi tiéu thw stc miéng. Lac
nay Du Tu Lién cling rat 6n hoa néi chuyén phiém véi

Ngoc Kiéu Long, dén canh mét Ngoc Kiéu Long céo tw.
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Prc dai phu nhan con mudn gilr lai, Ngoc Kiéu Long lai noi
“Vi & nha c6 chuyén, vé tdi so khdng hay”, rdi quay qua
Du Tu Lién cwdi ndi “Du ty ty, hai ngay nira moi ty ty toi
nha ta an tét”. Luc nay bdc phu thap dén 16ng, Ngoc Kiéu
Long khoac ao khoac vao, a hoan d& nang di ra. Du Tu
Lién ciing tién t&i ctra réi quay lai, vao téi phong khdng
kKim dwgc phi cuwoi ...

Lat sau Dlrc dai phu nhan tién khach xong quay lai, thay
Tu Lién, bén cuwoi gwong noéi “Du dai mudi mudi, hdm nay
co sao thé ? Tai sao gap nang ta mot chat khach khi ciing
khéng c6? Hém nay may la cé ta, cd ta khédng cé théi tiéu
thw, néu la nguoi khac thi that khién ta kho xd!”. Du Tu
Lién cwdi ndi “Ta von 1 ngwdi thé 16, dau biét ndi khach
khi v&i ngudi pha quy? Nhwng ciling chi c6 ta la ta con
chiu néi may cau, néu 1a ngwdi khac ta khéng them dé y
dau!”. Blrc dai phu nhan lai néi “Dai mubi mudi, ta xin mudi
mot chuy@n, mudi né mét ta, drng giup Lwu Thai Bao tc
hiép ngwdi ta nira? Néu khong twong lai néu that xay ra
chuyén gi, thi ta va Ngii ca mudi déu c6 16i véi nha cé tal”.
Du Tu Lién xua tay néi “Ngii tAu yén tam, ta lam viéc nhat
dinh phai né nang, khdng thé dé gia dinh c6 danh vong lén
nhw ho mat mat, ciing khdng thé gay chuyén cho Ngii ca

Ngii tAu. Téi nay ta t&i nha ho Lwu 1an nira, ngay mai co

252



thé xong viéc, ta ciing sap di réi!”. D&rc dai phu nhan nai
“Lan nay mudi t&i sao khdng gibng nhuw trvdc day?

Ta thady mudi hinh nhw da dbi tinh nét réi!”.

Du Tu Lién khéng noi, nhin Dwong Lé Phong bén canh
cwdi. Dwong L& Phong lai ngdn nguwdi khédng doan ra tam
sw cha Du Tu Lién. Tu Lién tw rét tra uéng hai chén, ké
thay bd quan 4o 16ng I3y trén nguwdi, mac quan &o xanh, di
hai xanh, ra phong ngoai bado ngwdi trong nha xe chuan bi
ngwa, sau do quay lai mac ao khoac. Buc dai phu nhan
th® dai noi “Ngudi giang hoé cac nguoi tinh tinh that kho
thay déi, néu ta la dan éng, cling tuyét khéng lay ngudi
nhw cac nguoi”. Du Tu Lién cuwdi ndi “Néu Ngii tau 1y
nguwoi nhw tiéu thw Ngoc Kiéu Long ciing khédng nwong
twa dwoc!”, néi xong di ra. Téi trwdc thw phong, thay dén
trong ctra sb con sang, co tiéng Birc Khiéu Phong ngam
tho. Du Tu Lién t&i nha xe, thdy con ngwa khée mau sac
xanh da chuan bj xong, bén dét ra céng, I&n ngwa vung roi
di. Lac nay trén tréi anh sao nhap nhay, gié thdi vao mat
lanh budt, trén dwéng 16n chi cé méy ¢b xe Itva ué odi lan
banh, ngu®i danh khua thanh la bao canh giébng nhw hén
ma thap thoang xa xa.

Du Tu Lién thuc ngwa phi nhanh, vé ngwa I6¢c c6c trén

dwdng da, gié thdi 4o khoac clia nang bay phan phat. Giay
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lat da t&i trwdc cong Hoa Vién Dai vién cta Lwu Thai Bao.
Nang thidc ngwa vao sat twdng, dieng Ién yén nhin, thay
phong phia bac c6 anh dén, bén goi “Thai mudi mudi mé
ctra I, Thai Twong Mudi, Lwu Thai Bdo déu buéc ra. Du
Tu Lién 16 ra nira nguwoi trén twd'ng cwdi ndi “Mé clra di!”.
Thai Twong Mudi v6i mé clra bwéc ra nhin, mirng ré noi
“Du dai ty, day la ngwa cua dai ty a?”. Du Tu Lién trén yén
nhay xuéng néi “Ta ghét xe di chAm nén cuwdi ngua, nguoi
biét cw®i ngwa ch?”. Thai Twong Mudi néi “Biét nhwng
khéng gidi, cling khéng biét dién trd trén ngwa”. Nang toi
trwdc clra nhan ngwa chay mét vong, vui vé vong vong
trong san. Lwu Thai Bao kéo nang moét cai néi “M&i dai ty
vao trong ngodi dal”.

Thai Twong Mudi cung Du Tu Lién vao cbng, Lwu Thai
B&o dat ngwa vao vién. Du Tu Lién vao phong nhin Twong
Mubi cudi ndi “H6m nay & nha ho Blrc ta da gap moét vi
bang hiru giang hd, tim ra rat nhiéu manh méi vé chuyén
cla ching ta. Lat nia ta lai di mot chuyén, thi cé thé dem
thanh kiém vé. Bich nhan hd ly da chét, chuyén nay coi
nhw da xong, ching ta khéng can truy ctru ni¥a”. Thai
Twong Mudi hoi tire gian néi “Nhwng con hé ly nhé kia
phong phi tiéu giét chét cha téi, khédng bat dwoc y t6i van

khéng cam tam!”. Du Tu Lién ndéi “HOm doé cac nguoi giao
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tha lUc troi t6i den, ai phan biét dwoc mi tiéu 1a ai phong?
Chuyén I3 tir Bich nhan hoé ly ma ra, Bich nhan ho ly da
chét, cling coi nhw da xong, ha tat nhat dinh khéng tha
thr?”. Dang ndi thi Lwu Thai Bao vao phong néi nhé “Cao
sw nwong & Ngoc phu chét tdi qua dung 1a Bich nhan hé
ly.

Ngoc Chinh dwéng cling da biét, hdm nay khéng t&i nha
mén lam viéc, nghe ndi la bi bénh, & nha nghi ngoi tinh
dwdng. Nguwdi bén ngoai lai ddn rang Ngoc Chinh dwdng
mudn tr quan”. Du Tu Lién gat dau, ba ngudi lai noi
chuyén phiém & dé mot luc, khéng biét da dén canh hai.
Du Tu Lién that 4o trong gon gang, giat don dao sau lung,
ngoai khoac ao khoac, bao Twong Mudi ra dong clra, luc
sap ra khadi cdng lai néi “Sau canh ba ta sé quay lai”.

Ra khai cdng di vé phia bac, men theo twdng thanh vé
phia tay, bn bé tdi den khdng thdy mét bong ngudi. Nang
thong tha theo con dwéng dudi Bich nhan hé ly dém qua
ma di. Qua canh ba méi t&i trudc cdng I&n ciia Ngoc phd,
vira thay trwéc cdng khdng canh phong, nang bén cdi 4o
khodc phi than I&n néc nha, dap trén mai ngéi di. Thay
trong hoa vién t6i qua, trwdc hon non bd treo hai céi dén
16ng rat sang, con cé may nguwdi di loanh quanh trong dé.

Ta Lién bén tranh qua hoa vién di tiép, vwot qua may 16p
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phong 6c, thi tim téi tda nha I&n d&m qua c6 ngudi chui
vao clra s6. Du Tu Lién ndm sép & hién trwdc nhin xudng,
thay trong vién khéng c6 anh dén, trong can nha phia dudi
lai c6 4nh dén thap thoang chiéu ra. Tu Lién rat kinh ngac,
cam céi rui dwdi hanh lang, than hinh vat ngang nhw chim
yén lwon, thd du t&i trwdc clra s6, ghé mot mat nhin vao
trong. Thay trong phong khéng cé ai, chi thay trén cai an
cham nhé dat mot dia dén bac chan [én mot to gidy, trén
viét may hang chi to :

“Ta Lién ty, biét ty dé@m nay sé t&i, xin dirng blrc nhau,
mudi da biét 16i, tlr nay xin gidu vét’.

Ta Lién phi cwdi, khé néi “Théng minh 1am!”, chot thay
blrc man do bén kia vén Ién, |6 ra nlra nguwdi cua Ngoc
Kiéu Long. Nang méac 4o ngi mau xanh, mai téc trén dau
cting da chia lam hai bim rG trwdc ngwe. Tu Lién nhin vao
phia trong giwéng néi “Dep 1am, tiéu thw, mdi xubng
givong!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long mim cw®i, cham rai xudng
giwvdng nhw khéng cé chuyén gi, toi trude dén, chi chi cb
tay ra hiéu chiu thua. Tu Lién mim cuwi noi:

“Thé 1a thuan Igi cho nguoi réi day ! Khéng thay nguoi
xinh dep thi chac ta cdu ngwoi manh hon. Mau dwa thanh
bao kiém ra, ta sé di!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long cadm but viét loat

soat [&n gidy, Tu Lién doc thay la “Téi mai s& dwa vé chd
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cli, quyét khéng that tin”. Tu Lién cwdi noi “Duwoc rdil Cho
ngwoi choi thém mot ngay nira”. Ngoc Kiéu Long ngang
nhin 1&n ctra sb, Tu Lién bén néi “Ta di day!”, roi tré 1én
néc nha, thay anh dén trong ctra sb cling tat. Tu Lién cap
4o khodc, cui mop nguoi di trén mai ngdi toi twdng chd
gan dwdng nhay xudng, khoac 4o 1&n réi di. Vira di vira
thdy budn cuwdi. Chwa dwoc tram buwdc, chot thay co
ngwdi dam vao lwng mét cai rat dau. Tu Lién lach qua
quay lai nhin thi thdy mét cai bong den nhay 1&n néc nha.
Tu Lién c&i 4o khodc ra nhay 1&8n dudi theo, ngudi 4y cudi
khanh khach, ré rang la thanh am phu nir. Du Tu Lién dudi
theo, bong den lai nhay xudng, Du Tu Lién ciing xubng
theo hdi “T&c tiéu thw gidi IAm, ngwoi mudn gi?”. Béng den
lai l&c ngwdi mot cai bién mat.

Trong Idng Tu Lién rat kham phuc, lai rat nghi hodc, khéng
biét c6 ta lai mudn lam gi, khéng khai lo 1ang cho Lwu Thai
B&o va Thai Twong Muédi, lién voi di. Di t&i dudi twong
thanh vé phia déng, con cach khdng xa lai nghe co tiéng
vé ngwa chay téi trudc mét. Ngwdi trén ngwa thay Du Tu
Lién, bén cao giong héi “La Du dai ty sao? T6i t&i don dai
ty!”. Du Tu Lién cw®i néi “Ta khdng nhan tinh cam cua
nguwdi, ngwoi dau phai dén don ta, chi la mubn cwdi ngwa

cua ta thoéi”. Thai Twong Mudi cudi di téi gan, héi “Sao
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r6i? Du dai ty, ty diéu tra ra Bich nhan ho ly d6 rét cudc la
ai trong Ngoc phu?”. Du Tu Lién nhay Ién ngwa, ndi “Dirng
noi chuy@n phiém! Mau vé di, ltc nay trong nha cac nguoi
chac lai cd chuyén!”. K& dé mét ngwa hai ngudi, men theo
twéng thanh, lao di trong d&m vé phia déng. Giay lat da toi
nha Lwu Thai Bao. Ngwa t&¢i bén twdng, Thai Twong Mudi
dirng trén yén, nhay twdng vao, mé cbng ra. Luc ay Luwu
Thai Bao ciing ra, y dat ngwa vao, déng cbng lai.

Du Tu Lién vao phong truwéc, Lwu Thai Bao, Thai Twong
Mudi theo sau vao.

Du Tu Lién héi tredc “Sauk hi ta di trong nay c6 chuyén gi
khédng?'. Lwu Thai Bao Iac dau noi “Khéng cé chuyén gi
ca!”. Du Tu Lién néi “Vay thi lat nlra ngwdi do ciling sé
t&il”. Thai Twong Mudi lién hoi “La ai vay?”. Du T Lién
cwdi cwdi ndi “Chinh 1a ké an trém kiém, nhwng nang
khéng phai gian téc, khéng phai d6 dé cta Bich nhan hé
ly, ciing khéng & trong Ngoc phu, cling 1a ngwdi rat thu vi.
Ta khéng mudn bire bach cé ta qua, ¢b ta cling da cau xin
ta, néi tinh nguyén héi cai va chiju t6i mai sé dem thanh

~ ”

bao kiém tra vé pha Thiét Bbi Iac”. Lwu Thai Bdo ngan ra,
hdi “Tén gian tac nay chiju tré bao kiém sao?”.
Du Tu Lién gat dau néi “Cb ta co thé 1ay trém di thi dwong

nhién c6 thé dem tra. Ky thwc hdm nay ta van coé thé I3y lai
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tr tay cd ta, nhwng ta biét cé ta rat thich thanh kiém do,
nén dé cho co ta choi thém mot ngay nira! Ngay mai bao
co ta tw tra, thi co ta cling c6 thé dién. Tém lai hién ta rat
mudn tr& vé nha, khéng mudn blrc bach nguwdi nay qua,
néu khéng thi khi ta di roi, cac ngwoi rat khdng co loi”.
Thai Twong Mudi bubn buc héi:

“Ngudi nay rot cude ho tén gi? Lam nghé gi?”. Du Tu Lién
xua tay noi:

“Cac ngudi bat tat hoi ky, nguwdi nay rat ky quac nhwng rat
dang yéu, vo nghé cua cb ta cling khéng kém gi ta. Chi vi
vira roi & trong chd cé ta ndi chuyén khéng tién nén bon ta
khéng noi gi nhiéu, lat niva co ta sé t¢i day, néu khdng sé
t&i nha ho Birc dé tim ta, vo chdng cac nguoi bat tat dé y
nhiéu. Hién ta da giup cac ngwoi lam xong viéc, dai khai
ngay mai ta phai vé Cv Loc, khodng thang hai thang ba
sang nam ta lai t&i, luc 4y ta sé & lai Bac Kinh lau hon vai
ngay, két giao v&i ngudi nay, luc Ay ta sé dan co ta téi gap
vo chéng nguoi”.

Thai Twong Mudi kéo tay Du Tu Lién néi “Du ty ty, sao ty
lam nguwoi ta biwre minh nhw vay? N6i mau cho t6i nghe di,
nguoi ay rét cude ho tén gi?”. Du Tu Lién xua tay néi “Ta
that khéng thé noi ra tén ho ¢6 ta, ngudi ay lai co6 danh

tiéng & Bac Kinh, hon ni¥a quen biét v&i ta, quan hé rat
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réng, bat luan gap ai, ta cling khéng muén ndi ho tén cia
c6 ta. Nhwng cac nguwoi cir yén tam! Trong dém mai sé
thdy thanh bao kiém trong Thiét phd. Néu nguwoi ay tiéc ré
khéng chiu giao ra, thi ta van chwa di dau”. Thai Twong
Mudi ngdi & dau giwdng ddo mat suy nghi. Lwu Thai Bao
muw®i phan chan nan.

Du Tu Lién ngdi mdt luc, bén ndi “Ta di day, ta nghi nguoi
nay nhét dinh t&i nha ho Burc tim ta, chac ¢6 ta cho rang ta
& nha ho Buc”, réi cwdi ndi “Vo chéng ngwoi dirng ngam
ngam theo ddi ta. Néu khéng néu gap ¢6 ta, co ta sé lam
khoé cac nguwoi, ta birc bach cb ta khéng sao chir cac
ngwoi chac chan khéng lam gi dwoc, cé ta khéng so cac
ngwoi daul”.

Thai Twong Mudi dirng day noi “Trdi tdi nhw vay, sao ty vé
dwoc? Trén dwdng Ién cé quan quan di tuan, néu ho chan
ty lai thi phién phrc IAm”. Lwu Thai Bao néi “Nha ho Birc
chac ciing da ngu réi, Du dai ty doi dén sang hay vé!”. Du
Tua Lién lac dau néi “Khdng sao, ta xuyén qua Hac H6
ddng sé khéng gap ai, vé t¢i nha ho Birc ta sé tw mé cbng
dat ngwa vao, khéng lam ho giat minh tinh day”. Thai
Twong Mudi van mudn ngan lai, Lwu Thai Bao lai ngdm
dwa méat cho nang mét cai. Lién d6 Du Tu Lién méc o

khoac, ra khdi phong dat ngwa di, bdo Thai Twong Mudi
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mé cbng. Nang 1én ngwa ra khdi céng, di vao bong téi mit
mung. Thai Twong Mudi nghe tiéng vé ngwa di xa moi
déng cdng quay lai phong, thiy Lwu Thai Bao ném binh tra
xubng dat v& nat, réi ném thanh la mai vé choang xubng
dat, tirc gian mudn ném ca dén, Thai Twong Mudi lién 6m
git y lai, néi “Troi oil Ngwoi lam sao vay? Nguwoi dién roi,
lam gi vay? Yén 6n qua phai khéng?”.

Lwu Thai Bao lai gidm chan, thd héng hdc noi “Tie chét
dwoc! .... Con me noé, nhd va nguodi ta khd nhw thé day.
Giup chung ta lo chuyén nay, chung ta mét dai ty, hai dai
ty, lic gan xong thi mudn tha gian tac thi tuy tién tha a7
Kiém khéng cadm vé giao cho ta, con bao gian tic thi trién
tai nang dem tra vao phu. Con me n6, chung ta phi strc
mu®i may ngay dé Iam gi? ... That tirc chét di dwoc!. Thai
Twong Mubi xua tay néi “Ngwoi néi nhoé théi, co 1é co ta
chwa di xa” . Lwu Thai Bao vé ngwc noi:

“Thi cé nghe ta cling khéng so'! Nhat doa lién hoa Lwu
Thai Bao ta dau phai la hang vo danh tiéu tét | Bung, vo
nghé cua ho cao cwdng, nhwng dao cham dao thi Luwu
Thai Bao khéng ngu dau ! Cho du c6 ta mét mang thi ta
ciing mot mang!”.

Thai Twong Mudi gidam chan néi:

“Nguoi gidn ngudi ta lam gi? Néu khéng co ngudi ta,
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ching ta ngay cé dau véi Bich nhan hé ly ciing khéng
xong!”. Lwu Thai Bao ndi “Ta khdong gian chuyén gi khac,
ma gian thi khéng dem bao kiém vé cho ta, dé ta dem t&i
phu. Cé nghi xem, ta da khoe khoang trong pha Bbi lac,
noi 1a néu khéng truy héi dwoc bao kiém ta thé khéng Iam
ngwdi, ma rdt lai, con me no, ngay ca cai bong cua bao
kiém ta cling khéng truy héi dwoc, bdo kiém cla ngudi ta
tw bay vé! Cd néi ta con mat mii ndo ma day quyén? Con
mat mdi nao ma gap ai?”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Ngay mai gian tac kia dem kiém tra vé phda, thi dai khai
cling khédng dam dé lai ho tén thi nguwdi cé thé néi la do
ngwoi dem vé Ia dwoc réil”. Lwu Thai Bdo cwdi hi hi, dwa
chi vao vo noi:

“Y nay cla c¢b ciing tuyét 1am, nhwng thé thi chang phai ta
cling la gian tac sao? O ...”. Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Khéng thé thi mai nguwoi bao cho ngudi trong phu biét, noi
la ngwoi da diéu tra biét d@m nay gian téc chac sé vao phu
dé trong pha phong bi, dén luc 4y sé bat ca gian tic 1an
bao kiém”. Lwu Thai Bdo xua tay noi:

“Nho théi ... y nay cling dwoc, nhwng ta nght gian tac
khéng thé ngu nhw vay, thi vira thay trong phd cé canh
phong thi khéng nhirng khéng tw chui vao lvdi ma ngay ca

kiém ciing khdng chiu giao ra, ta ciing cé mét cach ...”.
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Thai Twong Mudi lién héi:

“Cach gi ?”. Lwu Thai Bao dac y cuoi, ndi nhé:

“Dém mai hai ngwdi chung ta ciling lén t&i trong phu, gian
tac t&i néu ching ta thay co thé dac tha thi cho thj mot
chum phi tiéu, ca gian téc Ian kiém déu roi xudng. Néu
thay khong thé dac tha, thi chung ta s& nam s4p trén néc
nha khoéng 1én tiéng, cho gian tic tra kiém. Thi bwdc ra
trwée thi chang ta lai bwdc vao cam kiém vé nha choi vai
hém roi hién lai trong pha, ndi la chung ta da tim dworc.
Vay thi mét la ngay cai bong gian tac ciing khéng biét, Du
Tu Lién cling khdng biét do xét tr dau, chung ta cling lay
lai dwoc thé dién!”. Thai Twong Mudi ddm y mét cai, cuoi
Noi:

“Chu y xau xa!”. Lwu Thai Bao néi:

“Chi y xau xa a ? Chi c6 cach nay la vira gon vira d& mat
mat”. Thai Twong Mudi néi “Dwoc day! Cr thé di, dirng ndi
ni¥a”, rdi nhat thanh la vd manh binh tra 1&n, déng clra di
ngu.

Pém nay tuy vo chéng y biét rd sé& khéng cé chuyén gi xay
ra, nhwng hai ngudi déu ngd khéng ngon, cwong dao va
phi tiéu van dat sdn bén canh. Trong long Lwu Thai Béo lai
hdi han, vi vay mai dén hon muoi gid trwa hdm sau y moi

day. Luc &y Thai Twong Mudi da di cho vé, dang ndu an!
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Lwu Thai Bao thay tai nghé cla vo vy rat gidi, khdng chi biét
di day. Y lai nght lai tat cd moi chuyén ca thang nay, cang
thdy minh tuy nguwoc xudi vat va, da ca tirc gian, so hai,
con lam lién luy may vi bang hiru déu bi trong thwong, tai
hoa nay qua that rat I&n! Bao kiém tuy minh khéng tim vé
dwoc, ho ly 1én nhé déu khong tw tay giét hodc bat dworc,
nhwng nhw nay ciing coi 14 ho da that bai. Khéng c6
chuyén nay minh ciing khéng lay dwoc ¢ vo' gidi nhw vay,
noi dung ra van coi nhw rat may man! Chuyén tdi nay dem
béo kiém vé, bat luan Ilra than dbi quy thé nado ciing gianh
lai dwoc chut thé dién, vé sau con dé nhin mat nguwoi ta
ngoai dwdng.

Y vwra cai nut ao vira nhin Twong Mudi cwoi noi:

“Duoc roi, tdi nay con tran cudi cung thi ching ta sé thu
quan! Mua thém nhiéu rau thit, an tét cho vui vé.

Chuyén doi that khé ngd, luc nay nam ngoai, ta dau ngo
rang t&i ndm nay sé cé cd! Cé ltc dé chac & bén Hoang
Ha hodc Hac Ha, cling chac khéng ngd rang sé |3y tal”.
Thai Twong Mudi vira cat mi néi:

“Ta that khéng ng® ta lay thi ngwdi nhw nguwoi! That mat
mat! Cling coi nhw la s6 phan cla ta théi I”. Lwu Thai Bao
cuoi noi:

“Lay dwoc Nhat doa lién hoa ta ma c6 con khdng cdm thay
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vinh du, lai con chi ta la thr nay th& no! Néu ta 1a thi
nay tht no thi cling la thir vang ngoc quy bau chir quyét
khéng thé 1a cé rac. Théi chuy&n rwdm chi can néi tat, mau
nau mi di, an xong ta con phai di, bao kiém khoéng thé dé
tdi nay thi dem tra trong phu la xong, it nhat phai giao cho
ta dé ta tra lai, con dé ta xem xem bd dang ctia con hd ly
nhé d6 méi dwoc!”. Thai Twong Mudi cat mi khuay trong
ndi, cau may (ra & noi:

“Két thuc nhw vay ta van khdng cam tam, chang I& cha me
ta déu chét oan sao?”, rbi dwa tay 4o dd lau nwéc mat.
Lwu Thai Bao nai:

“Chuyén do6 qua tét hay néi, ngay thang con dai. Chi can
con ho ly nhé khéng chét khdng bé di, chi can Nhat doa
lién hoa ta khéng bi méat mat, thi ta sé cé bang hiru, sé co
cach. Du Tu Lién tw y tha gian tac, chung ta khéng nho thi,
cling khéng dém xia t&i thi nira! Chuyén twong lai chang ta
tr tr [am. C6 thay do, trwde sau cling c6 mot ngay ta sé
dé nhac phu nhac mau nhdm mat”.

Thai Twong Mudi vét mi ra, an xong Lwu Thai Bao thay
mot cai 4o bdng nhé va cai quan bdng bang lua xanh, tat
trang tinh, giay bang doan xanh, méi that lwng budng
xubng t&i dui, ngoai khoac 4o vai da hai I&p mau xanh,

mat rtra rat sach, bim toc chai gon gang.
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Y lac la l&c Iw di t&i pha Thiét Bdi l&c truwde, bon Ly Trwdng
Tho vira cudi vira néi véi y “Lwu sw pho, sao roi? Dirng
mai lo bat ho ly, quén an tét véi tan nwong day!”. Lwu Thai
Bao cudi ndi “Quén sao dwoc! Dén mung mot ta mudn
m&i cac nguwoi téi nha ta udng rwou. Chi dau nguoi lam
sui cado con nhdé hon mii hai cia c¢bé ta!”, dang néi chot
thy Dac Loc tlr vién trong di ra, tay cdm mdt goi qua
khéng biét [a thwdng cho ai. Lwu Thai Bao voi budc toi
chany lai, noi:

“Loc gia, ta ndi cho ngwoi biét trwde tin nay, vu an ta lam,
da thay sap dai cong céo thanh. Sau ngay mai, ta sé tim ra
thanh bao kiém dé ctia Bbi lac gia trinh 1&én”. Dac Loc cuwdi
s&c |én mot tiéng, Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“‘Nguwoi dwng cuoi!

Nhét doa lién hoa ta khéng khoac lac dau, nhat dinh co thé
...”. Dac Loc néi:

“Dau chd ngwoi di tim cho, hdm qua bao kiém da sém tim
vé roil”.

Lwu Thai Bao giat ndy minh, cdp mat ba goc trd ra, Dac
Léc cwdi nhéch mép khé néi:

“Nguwoi tw tim phién phire, ban rdn vé van ca thang,
chuyén bao kiém vdn khéng can hé véi Bich nhan hé ly gi

doé dau!”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:
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“Nguwdi néi mo I”. Bac Loc néi:

“N6i mo ? Thanh bdo kiém dé tai sao nguwdi ta cam di, roi
tai sao dem tra lai ! Hon niva t6i qua ngay cé khoa thw
phong déu khéng mé, trén twéng, clra sé khdng céd mot
chut dau vét, ciing khéng gibng nhuw may hém trwde chung
ta trong do, bon ngwoi vira Ién néc la ngdi roi loang xoang.
Vi vay Béi lac gia noi dung, day la do hiép khach lam!' Y
mwon bao kiém dung, dem tra lai thi khéng chuat sttt mé”.
Lwu Thai Bao chét diéng, toan than lanh bubt, néi khéng ra
hoi. Pac Loc bén dan y:

“Duwoc roi! Hai vo chéng c yén tdm &n tét di | Birng lo
chuyén khéng dau nira. Sang ndm tim nha chuyén di, ta
sé& cho cac nguwoi tién thué phong, mua dé dung!”. Lwu
Thai Bao dé mat noi:

“Ngwoi dirng chiri ta, bay gio da nhw vay, ta xin nguwoi mot
chuyén, ta vi thanh bao kiém nay khéng dé dang, néu ta
khéng bure bach thi con me no, hiép khach c6 khi cling
khéng tré bao kiém lai dau. Bay gi& xin ngwoi cam bao
kiém ra cho ta xem xem!”. Dac Loc noi:

“Nguoi nghi'y tra kiém gid a ? Sang sém hém nay phat
hién ra, luc dé Béi lac gia van chwa vao tridu, lap tlrc xem
xem thir qua, khéng sai chut nao”. Lwu Thai Bao xua tay

noi:
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“Khéng phai ta noi gia, ta muén mé rong tdm mat, vat va
hon mét thang, nhw nay bao kiém tw bay vé, lai khéng cho
ta xem sao?”. Dac Loc gat dau néi:

“Duwoc rdi! Nhwng Bdi lac gia hién van chwa tan triéu, bao
kiém & do, khdéng ai dam dung vao, ché Bbi lac gia vé, ta
sé xin cho ngwoi, ta nght Bdi lac gia khong 1& ndo khéng
ddng y”. Lwu Thai Bado ngan ra mét luc, bén gat diu noi
“Duoc I”. Dac Loc cam qua vao phong truc. Lwu Thai Bao
that vong & ché, di ra khdi phd, vén mudn vé nha ngt ludn
ca& ngay nhwng cam thay ngay ca gap vo ciing thay mat
mat. Y chot nghi ra chuyén nay khéng thé két thuc nhw
vay, gian tac tra lai bao kiém, nhwng ching long lo chi
nhut, Lwu Thai Bao minh phai thira thang tién cong. Buoc!
Pi tim Du Tu Lién, khéng néi t&i chuyén bao kiém nira,
nhwng phai bat dwoc con hd ly nhé d6 mai 13y lai thé dién
clia Nhéat déa lién hoa ta.

R6i d6 Lwu Thai Bao vdi va di vé phia Bong Tay bai lau,
luc &y sdp dén chinh ngo. Y di t&i trwdc cdng nha ho Dlrc
& Tam diéu H6 ddng, thay hai canh clra déng kin, bén
buwdc 1én gb ctra. Canh cdng mé ra, ngudi di ra la Phuéc
T& danh xe. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Nguwoi biét ta khéng?”. Phuédc T gat dau, cwdi noi:

“Téi biét, ngudi 1a Lwu gia, ngwdi mudn tim 180 gia ching
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t6i phai khong?”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Lao gia cac ngwoi khdng gap cling khéng sao, ngudi ta
tim la Du c6 nwong tra & day”. Phuwdc Tor noi:

“Du ¢6 nwong di roi!

Nguwoi khong biét sao ?”. Lwu Thai Bao giat minh vdi hoi:
“Di luc nao?”. Phuwdc T noi:

“M&i di, dai khai luc hon chin gi¢. Sau khi co ta di, Tam
tiéu thw Ngoc phu sai nguwdi dem 1& vat téi nhwng khodng
gap phai dem vé réi”. Lwu Thai Bdo ngan ra néi “Co
chuyén gi ma di gap thé? Trong nha cb ta lai khéng c6 dan
ong !”. Phudc T cwdi cuwdi. Lwu Thai Bao lai hoi “Dlrc
Ngi gia c6 nha khédng? Ta mubn gap y!”. Phwdc To noi
“M&i ngudi ngdi mot 1at, téi vao xem xem”. Lwu Thai Béo
bwéc mau vao, Phuwédc Tér déng cbng 16n lai, di vao cbng
thr hai. Luc nay Lwu Thai Béo chi dirng trong cdng, trong
long rat budn ba.

Trong chéc lat, Phwéc T lai di ra, noi:

“Ngi gia chung t6i co [0 m&i!”. Lwu Thai Bao cang khéng
vui, thdm nha:

“Con nguwoi Birc Ngi nhan nha, cling ra vé qua”. Phuéc
T dan y vao thuw phong, Birc Khiéu Phong dirng 1&n chap
tay don, Lwu Thai Bao cling chap tay cudi hai:

“Hién hang ngay Ngii ca lam gi?”. Birc Khiéu Phong cuoi
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theo roi khé thé dai noi:

“R4t budn chan, chang qua chi doc sach, tap viét chir, nhw
hoc trd méi vao treéng”, réi moi Lwu Thai Bao ngoi, tw rot
tra moi. Lo swdi trong phong rat am, trén ban chéng rat
nhiéu sach v&. Birc Khiéu Phong méc 4o dai bang soi dét
ri tua, méat rat map, ti khi dé rau cang hién rd dang vé
phuc hau. Y cam 6ng diéu hdi nho:

“Thanh bao kiém trong pha da tra vé réi chr?”. Lwu Thai
Bao giat minh, vdi lam ra vé twoi cwdi ndi “Sao Ngii ca biét
sém vay?”. Blrc Khiéu Phong noi:

“Ta nghe Du ¢6 nwong ndi, sang sém hém nay cé ta di roi.
Luc sap di co nhé ta sai nguwdi ndi véi nguoi 1a dém qua
béo kiém da tra cho Thiét phi. Nhwng t6i t& ché ta khéng
dwoc ranh, lai nghi ngwoi hang ngay & trong pht, néu bao
kiém bdng nhién tra lai 1& ndo ngwoi khéng hay khéng biét.

Vi vay ta con chwa di bao cho nguwoi biét thi nguoi da toi

1
Ay

roi”.
Lwu Thai Bdo ngdm th& dai, trong bung ham hwc nghi
“Hay cho Du Tu Lién! Ngwoi van coi thwdng ta, bao kiém
dém qua da tra vé pha rdi, ngwoi tuyét khdng phai khéng
biét nhwng clr mudn gidu ta, néi cai gi d&m nay mai co thé
tra lai I”. Dirc Khiéu Phong lai khé noi:

“Co mét chuyén bi mat, ta néi cho nguoi biét, nhwng tuyét
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d6i ngwoi khdng dwoc noi cho ai biét”. Lwu Thai Bao tron
mat noi:

“Cb ta ciing chwa nai rd v&i ta, day chang qua la ta doan.
Vi may ndm trwéc & Bac Kinh Ly Mo Bach giét chét Hoang
Ky Bac, y gay an & Bac Kinh nén khéng dam danh bao toi
day. Nhw nay theo ta doan, Du Tu Lién lan nay t&i chi la vi
nghe ngéng phong phanh. Ly Mé Bach luc nay co6 Ié tru &
huyén Cw Ldc, Tu Lién téi Bac Kinh may hém nay, cb ta
thay nguoi trong kinh da khdng con cha y téi chuyén Ly
M6 Bach trwéc day niva, vi vay bat luan 13 ai gitr cé ta an
tét & day, co ta cling nhat dinh mudn di. Chac ¢6 ta mudn
quay vé Cu Ldc ngay, dem tinh hinh kinh thanh gan day
noi cho Ly M6 Bach biét, sau dé hai ngw®i ho vui vé cing
téi day. Lao dé cw doi di! Khéng phai nam ngoai nguwoi da
mudn gdp Ly Md Bach sao? Doi y t&i, ta nhat dinh sé gidi
thiéu hai ngudi cac nguoi’”.

Lwu Thai Bao nghe thay bat giac cuwdi noi:

“Ha ha, noi thé thi Ly Md Bach va Du Tu Lién sap két doi
réil”. Birc Khiéu Phong néi:

“VAn chwa téi mire 4y, hai ngudi bon ho tinh tinh déu cd
quai. Mo Bach 1a nguoi rat ¢b ha, e rang y van khéng phai
khéng mudn. Nhwng ta cling mong hai ngwdi ho thanh

than, sau d6 ta bd ra chut strc lwc, gidi quyét cho xong
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chuyén quan ty ctia Ly Md Bach, dé hai nguoi ho tri ngu
lau dai & Bac Kinh, khdi ndm nay thang no phiéu bat trén
giang ho”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:

“Ngii ca dbi v&i bang hiru rat ndng hau, khéng la gi co
nguwdi n6i Ngl ca la Manh Thwdng quan doi nay!”. Buc
Khiéu Phong than:

“Néu gidu cé nhw Manh Thwdng quan ta cling khéng nhin
cac bang hiru phiéu lvu bén tdu. Nhw 130 dé day ubng
mang mét than vo nghé, nay lam sw pho day vé nhan tan
thé nay, ha khéng phai la roi rung sao!”.

Lwu Thai Bado dé mat, ngan ra mét luc réi khé hai:

“Ngl ca, huynh dé con phai hoi tham chut chuyén, hdm
qua Du Tu Lién da ndi voi toi, cb ta da gap tén gian tac
trdm kiém d6. C6 ta hoan toan biét lai lich cdn nguyén cla
y nhwng van khéng néi cho t6i biét ngudi dé 1a ai, cé 18 co
ta khdng yén tam vé ta, vi téi va co ta giao tinh rat can.
Nhwng chéac c6 ta khéng dén ndi gidu Ngii ca ch& ? Xin
Ngii ca cho toi biét tén gian tic dé la ai, dé ta bot budn
bwc trong Idng. Tdi chang phai quan chang phai lai, trong
tay khdng c6 thé hda tdc, trong nguwdi khéng cé 1énh tap
ma, ta biét y la ai cling quyét khdng dam bat. Néu y khéng
ché, t6i con hira sé két ban v&i y nival”. Birc Khiéu Phong

lac dau noi:
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“Qua that ta cling khdng biét, néu khéng ta noi cho nguoi
lam gi, ta da noi chuyén Ly M6 Bach sap téi kinh roi.
Nhwng theo ta ngudi trdm kiém doé nhat dinh 14 nhan vat
phi thwdng, vo nghé khdng kém hai ngwoi Ly Du, cling
quyét khéng phai la dao tac. Y lay bao kiém di chang qua
la mot kiéu dua!”. Lwu Thai Bao biu méi néi:

“Hay day! Kiéu dua nay cda y khién danh tiéng cta Lwu
Thai Bao ta co ho két thuc. Buwoc rdi, Ngi ca, hen gap lai”.
Y dirng day chap tay céo tlr, DPirc Khiéu Phong tién y ra
cbng. Lwu Thai Bao roi Tam diéu H6 déng thang ra Tién
Mon, trwde tién t¢i Thai Hwng tiéu diém tim Tén Chinh Lé,
vét thwong cla Tén Chinh L& tuy chwa khéi nhwng &n
udng van binh thwdng, chuyén Bich nhan hd ly da chét,
bao kiém da tra vé Thiét pha, y déu biét hét, vi sang nay
lic Du Tu Lién sép di da t&i chd y. Y van con rat buc tire
noi “Tiéu Lwu, ngwoi chd vét thwong cla ta khi, ching ta
lam tiép! Sw mudi ta da tha con hd ly nhd, nhwng ching ta
khéng tha duworc!”.

Lwu Thai Béo lai t&i Toan Hung tiéu diém tham Dwong
Kién Buwdng va Lwong That. Thuwong thé cia Lwong Théat
tuy kha ndng nhwng ciing khéng nguy hiém dén tinh mang.
Bon ho & dé cling khéng sao hiéu dwgc hanh ddng ctia Du

Tu Lién, Lwu Thai Béo cling khdng néi. Khoang hon bdn
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gi® chiéu, Lwu Thai Bdo mai vao thanh. Trong Idng y van
budn bwc, c6 mot khéi gian trong c¢d hong nudt mai khéng
troi.

T&i Bac thanh, sap ré qua Cé Lau y chot quay lai, thay
phia sau c6 mét ga an may, Lwu Thai Bao trc gian dinh
quay lai danh, nhuwng lai thay tiéu khat cai dirng lai truéc
mot clra hiéu nai ni xin com. Lwu Thai Bao lai nght “Minh
danh tén tiéu khat cai lam gi? Con me no, vé nghé khong
cao, bj nguoi Itra gat, minh khdng cb 1&n lai trat gian vao
mot tén tiéu khét cai thi cé gi 1a anh hung ?” Vira di vira
tham thé dai.

Béng nhién dbi dién c6 mot ngudi goi “Lwu Thai gia!”. Luwu
Thai Bao ngang nhin thi lai la mét tén lwu manh & Bac
thanh, vai vac mot chudi tién, dwéng nhw dang téi song
bac. Y kéo Lwu Thai Bdo qua mdt bén hdi nhé “Sao roi?
Lwu gia may ngay nay chac rat ban, Bich nhan hoé ly da
chét, con hé ly nhé ra sao?”.

Lwu Thai Bao wén nguwc noi:

“Moi chuyén da sap gidi quyét xong, bao kiém da duoc ta
Toan Hwng héi giao lai cho Thiét phd. Con hé ly nhé thi ta
cho &n tét, qua nam mai bat y quy an!”, néi xong ngang
dau cwdi Ién bd di. Nhwng trong long y lai rat xau hd, tham

nght:
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“Nhét tréng vao bung gia ra vé map thé nay khong duoc
lau, trwdc sau gi cling v& |1& ra cd Bac Kinh khéng ai
khéng biét, Nhat déa lién hoa minh trwdc sau gi cling bi
coi la v6 dung. Luc dé minh con mat mdi nao ma day
quyén ? Con méat mii nao ma gap ai?”.

Lwu Thai Bao ué oai ra roi di vao pha Thiét tiéu Béi lac,
ngang dau di tim D4c Loc, hoi “Thé ndo? Noi vai Bbi lac
gia, cho ta xem bao kiém di I”. Pac Loc néi:

“Vira roi ta da xin gium ngwoi, 130 gia néi dwoc, con bao
nguwoi t&i gap, can dan do nguoi!”. Lwu Thai Bao nghe thé
cing khéng kim dwgc ngan ra, bén noi:

“Duwoc roi! Xin dai ca hdi gium ra mot tiéng xem néu hién
gi® 140 gia dang réi thi ta t&i gap!”. Pac Léc noi:

“Nguwoi cho & day”.

Lién d6 Lwu Thai Bao bén cai cuc 4o lai, phai phii do dai
dirng yén lang dwdi hanh lang. Gidy lat BDac Loc goi y vao.
Thiét tiéu Bbi 1ac mac thworng phuc dang ngdi trén ghé
udng tra. Lwu Thai Bao buéc vao hanh 18, Thiét tiéu Boi
lac gat dau cwdi mim, hai:

“Chuyén bao kiém vira dwoc ngudi ta dem tra lai, nguoi
da biét chwa ?”. Lwu Thai Bao dd mat gat dau noi:

“Tiéu nhan da biét”, Thiét tiéu Béi I&c lai néi:

“Chuyén nay nguwoi ra stre khdng it, nhwng nguoi lam viéc
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quéa hap tap nén dac t6i v&i Ngoc Chinh dwdng! Gan day y
cao bénh tr quan, nhwng ta khuyén y khong nén. Vi nguoi
la nguoi ta dirng & day, nguoi dirng tredc cdng thda ma
y, cOn réu rao rang trong phad y gidu cwdng dao, vi thé y
mé&i tr quan, diéu dé té rd 14 ta dbi khdng phai voiy. Y va
ban phu c6 giao tinh nhiéu ndm, lai 14 mét vi quan trung
thwe, & Tan Cwong ciling da lap dwoc khong it céng lao
noi bién gidi. Néu ta ung dung dé mot sw phoé day vé birc
mét vi Dé déc Chinh dwdng tir chire, cling kho tranh khai
khién nguwdi ta ndi ta quan thic khéng nghiém, dung ting
ngwdi nha, bat nat si nhuc quan ph”. Lwu Thai Bao dinh
bién bach, Thiét tiéu Béi 13c lai noi:

“Ta thwdng ngwoi nam muoi lweng bac, nguwoi hay di khoi
phi nay! Ta biét vd nghé cta ngwoi rat cao, & day cling
khuat tat cho ngwoi, hay la nguoi di bao tiéu, hodc day
quan lam linh, twong lai m&i c6 chd xuét than!”.

Thiét tiéu Béi Iac n6i may cau nay, 16i 18 rat 6n hoa, con 16
ra mot tinh cdm tiéc nudi nguwdi tai. Lwu Thai Bao wén
ngwc noi:

“Béi lac gia bat tat phai noi !

T6i hiéu réi ! Bwoc Béi lac gia trong dung cho ti & trong
ph( hon mét ndm, hdng an nay Lwu Thai Bao t6i c6 mat

dau cling khéng thé bao dap!”. Bac Loc ding bén nhin 'y
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cling nhay mat ra hiéu bao y dirng néi nhirng cau 16 mang
ay, nhwng Lwu Thai Bdo 1am nhw khéng thay, chi phan
khai noi:

“Chi vi t6i & trong phui &n khdng hon mét ndm nay, tw thay
xau hé ngai ngling, méi nght phai cb tim bao kiém lap
cbng ! Nhwng khdong ngd vé nghé khéng cao, thd doan
ng6c nghéch, dén ndi hdng chuyén. Cho nén Bdi lac gia
khéng dudi, t6i cling khédng con mat mdi ndo lam nia !
Hon nira Bé déc Chinh dwdng Ngoc dai nhan vai ti xwa
chang oan nay khéng thu, y 1a dai quan quan hat binh ma
Clru M6n, t6i la thao dan, gan co to bang trdi cling khdng
dam bat nat y! Oi! Chuyén da nhw vay, téi cling khéng dam
noi nhiéu khién Bai l&c gia tire gian, téi sé di. Xin Bbi lac
gia ndi lai v&i Ngoc Chinh dwéng, sau nay y ciing bat tat
chap nhéat hang thdo dan nhu t6i. Con Béi lac gia thuwéng
nam muwoi lwgng bac do, téi khéng dam khéng nhan,
nhwng xin Béi lac gia Toan Hwng hdi 1&nh lai, vi néu thiéu
tién thi toi biét bao tiéu, vo téi biét mai vd, téi dau cling
sbng duwoc, khédng nén dwoc thudng, t6i nhan cling chi
thém hw héng. Buoc rdil Mdi 130 gia c ubng tra! Toi di
day! Vai nam nira Lwu Thai Bao t6i sé dem tinh mang bao
dap héng an cuda lao gia!”, néi xong y vai dai thinh an roi

quay nguwoi di ra, mat tai nhot.
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DPac Loc dubi theo y, khé néi:

“Nguoi dién roi a? Ai dam néi nhw vay treéc mat 130 gia,
ngwoi khéng thay sau do dang vé Ido gia rat gian sao?
Vén day ciing hoan toan do Ngoc Chinh dwéng cho nguoii
la co y xau, that ra vira rdi ngwoi nén cau xin 130 gia, 130
gia clng sé gitr nguwoi lai, hoac gidi thiéu ngwoi tei noi
khac!”. Lwu Thai Bao quay lai nhe rang cwdi noi :"Léc dai
ca van chwa biét tinh nét loai nguwdi nhw bon ta, cé chém
dau chat lwng cling dil”. Pac Loc ndi “Vay nguoi khdng
mudn xem bao kiém nira sao?”. Lwu Thai Bao guwong, noi:
“Con xem gi nira ! Lao ca dirng choc gheo ta, hdm nay
bon ta s& chuyén nha, ldng tét cla 130 ca, ta quyét khéng
quén!”. Pac Loc kéo y lai noi:

“Ngwoi khoan chuyén di, cb & lai vai ndm ciing khéng
sao!”, réi khé néi:

“Téi nay nguwoi di tim Bie Ngii gia di, nhd y nghi cach
khac cho nguwoi”. Lwu Thai Bao xua tay noi:

“Théi, ta m&i tir nha y t&i day, bon ta gidr da that bai, da
mét chén com, con t&i lam phién bang hiru 4?”. Dac Loc
xua tay noi:

“Khéng phail Ngwoi nén tim viéc khac, tbt nhat 1a nhd Blc
Ngl gia gi¢i thiéu ngwoi t&i day vo cho nha Khau Quang

Siéu.Cé mat & mén phi, Ngoc Chinh dwérng khéng dén

278



ndi lam gi nguoi, néu khéng thé 1am sao nguoi & lai kinh
thanh dwoc?”. Lwu Thai Bado nghe cau nay lién di sdc mat
cwdi nhat noi:

“Cai gi? Ngoc Chinh duwéng c6 thé triv khir ta w? Buoc!
Dai quan ngbi kiéu tdm nguoi khiéng, tiéu tlr ta chi co mot
cai mang. Ta da ngdm chat miéng gidu cho y rat nhiéu
chuyén, néu y that sy blrc ép ta, ta day sé phai ...ha ha!
Léc gia cir an tAm, ta khéng chuyén di, ta cling quyét dinh
nhin nhuc, nhwng twong lai ...Loc gia sé biét théi! Néu Lwu
Thai Bao ta ra mat & kinh thanh, thi Ngoc Chinh dwdng y
s& mat mat! Hen gap lai, gap lai!”.

Y chap tay chao rdi ra céng, cd nhin con gian day rudt vé
nha gap Twong Mudi. Twong Mudi dang bo ra giwdng la
quan 4o, vira thiy y vé, voi xudng giwdng noi:

“Ai cha, tr&i chdc khéng con sém niva! Ta mai lo quan o
nén quén lam com réi I”. Lwu Thai Bao cb twoi cudi noi:
“Codn lam com lam gi, bat com bj bé réi!”. Twong Mudi
ngan ra réi cwdi noi:

“Téi qua ngwoi chi ném binh tra, dau c6 ném bat &n com!
Nguwoi that that dirc I”. Lwu Thai Bdo nghiém trang néi:
“La chuyén that diy ! Con me n6, Ngoc Chinh dwéng da
dap bé bat com cua ta, sap t&i co 1& con mubn cai mang

cua tal”. Y tirc tbi ké lai chuy&n hdm nay va may cau vira
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roi clia Thiét tiéu Boi lac.

Thai Twong Mudi vira nghe béen khoc noi:

“Sao ngwoi ngay tho vay? Luc Thiét Béi Iac dudi nguoi,
ngwoi khéng biét dem chuyén Bich nhén ho ly chét trong
Ngoc phu ra néi v&i y!”. Lwu Thai Bao cwéi nhat:

“Trong nha nguoi ta cd nguwdi chét, néi 1a bao bénh la co
thé tiéu tang diét tich, mot hai cau néi cia chung ta co thé
dao md m& quan tai kiém nghiém t& thi sao? Hon niva
chang ta 1a ai? Thiét tiéu Béi I&c vi ching ta ma dac toi voi
Ngoc Chinh duwong v ?”.

Twong Mudi lau nwdc mat néi:

“Ngwoi khédng phai da néi la Thiét tiéu Bbi lac xwa nay rat
thich nhirng nguwdi biét vd nghé sao?”. Lwu Thai Bao noi:
“Nguwdi biét vé nghé dau phai ai cling ¢6 co duyén ? Ly Mo
Bach thi dwoc, chr Lwu Thai Bao ta dau cé thé dién gi lon
dau! Hién ta khéng than Thiét Béi lac, dirng ndi ta con lay
danh nghia sw phé day quyén dé huénh hoang bén ngoai,
cho du khéng huénh hoang cling nén tir chirc, vi ta & trong
phu chi an khéng. Ngudi ta han chi la Ngoc Chinh dudng,
ta gitr thé dién cho y nhung y khéng cho ta dwdng sdng!”.
Thai Twong Mudi nhay |én nai:

“Ai bao nguwoi gir thé dién cho y, ching ta khdng biét dem

chuyén Bich nhan hé ly chét trong nha y, con hé ly nhd
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van dang an nau trong nha y ndi ra khap noi sao!”. Luu
Thai Bao gat dau noi:

“T nay tr& di, chang ta tw di vach tran ho. Nhwng phai
chuyén nha trwéc, dirng dé lién luy dén Dac Loc! Ta dinh
ngay mai s& chuyén t&i Toan Hwng tiéu diém. Th hai,
ching ta phai chuan bi mét it am khi, chi cé phi tiéu thi
khéng da, con phai mua cung ban dan vi tai con ho ly nho
do rét thinh, chi can chung ta & dén ra chuyén clia nhay, y
sé biét. Ngoc Chinh dwéng ciing chwa chac bat dwoc
chung ta, nhwng dén gitra khuya y nhéat dinh lai téi ...”.
Thai Twong Mudi hir mét tiéng ndi:

“Nguwoi chac lai so rdi ! Lai nhiin ra r6i! Ngwoi khéng can
lo, ct nhin nhuc & trong nha, ngay mai ta di gianh lai thé
dién cho nguoi !”. Lwu Thai Bao cuwdi noi:

“Néu ta dé vo gianh lai thé dién thi Lwu Thai Bao ta théi
roil”, rdi cwdi nhat noi:

“Drng s, cling dirng gap, viéc an udng tam théi chang ta
van chuwa dén ndi, luc nao hét tién chang ta lai toi trwde
céng Ngoc pht mai vé. Ngay mai chuyén nha trwéc,
chuyé&n nha xong mua thit an tét, t tv hay suy nghi tim
diéu ké. Hién Lwu Thai Bao ta da nga rdi, nhwng néu ta
khong bod Ién duwgc, khdng nhay cao dwoc niva thi ta da

ubng muwdi nam di lai giang hé!”, ndi xong cdm hii ruou
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trén ban I&n ubng véi thirc an bira trwa con lai, ltc chot
mang I&n, luc chot cwdi nhat, gidbng nhw ngudi khing.
Thai Twong Mudi & bén canh tirc gian nhwng chi roi nwéc
mat, com tbi qua loa xong cling khéng c6 ai t¢i. Dwéng
nhw ngwdi khac déu da biét Lwu Thai Bdo dang that
nghiép, khéng ai thém dé y t&i y niva! Lwu Thai Bao udng
say roi lén giwdng ngl. Thai Twong Mudi rira mam bat
xong, thap dén dau, ngdi bén mép giwdng may 4o méi. Ao
m&i nay |a dé chuén bi mac an tét, ciing la chuan bj ganh
dua v&i nang dau nha ho Trwong lang giéng. Ban ngay cat
xong, vui vé chuan bi dé téi may, nhwng nhw hém nay
hoan toan mat hirng, tay cadm kim lai ué oai, trong nguc
nhw c6 vat gi chan ngang, ndi gian nay néu khdng xa ra
that khd ma chiu dworc.

Lwu Thai Bao ngay phi pho phi phd ngu mét luc, chot mé
mat ra noi:

“Rét cudc 1a cau ngudi khdng dwoc. Du Tu Lién théng
ddng v&i con hd ly nhd, con hé ly gia con chwa chic da
chét chwa. H6m nay luc ta t&i nha ho B, nghe ho noi
sau khi Du Tu Lién di hém nay, lién dé Tam tiéu thw cua
Ngoc pha sai ngu®i dem qua tang thi. Bd thay Du Tu Lién
xu phu quyén thé, t&i day khédng ddy muwdi ngay da cé giao

tinh v&i tiéu thw Ngoc pha. Thi lam sao bat ngudi cla
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Ngoc phi dwoc? Chung ta bi Itra réil”. Thai Twong Mudi
cling rat phan han, cdm kim ngéan ra, chi chau may noi
“Nguwoi ngu di!”. Lwu Thai Bao gian dung dung lai chivi
“Con me no ...”, xoay nguwoi thdn ra moét luc lai phi pho phi
pho thiép di. Trong phong hoi rwou néng néc, vira voi vira
cay. Trong long Thai Twong Mudi thi vira dau dén vira
chua x6t. Khau va xong, dau trong dén sap can, Thai
Twong Mudi ngam nai nit gon ghé, giat vao nguoi ba mii
phi tiéu, mdt thanh doan dao, ké kéo chan béng dap cho
Lwu Thai Bdo. Nang tim & khoa, nhe nhang théi tat dén, ra
khoi phong, nhe khoa ctra lai. Luc &y con hai ngay niva la
giao thira, troi rat tdi, vé sb sao bac, gid bac tuy van con
manh, nhwng da cé chut y xuan.

Twong Mudi chi mac quan vai xanh, o hai I&p vai xanh,
ngoai khoac mét cai 4o bédng ngan tay méng rat nhd co tui
dwng phi tiéu. Nang déi bui téc, che mét tAm vai the xanh,
chan mang tat xanh hai xanh, chay nhw bay doc theo
twdng thanh, nghe tiéng bao canh da qua canh ba. Nang
nhw mot con méo bod 1én trén cdng Ngoc phu. Luc ay cdng
dong chat, trong ngoai khéng c¢6 tiéng ddng gi. Thai Twong
Mudi ngbi dwéi dat thay mét déi hai mém dé béng ciing
mau xanh, sau dé phi than Ién néc phd nhw dang di day,

nhe nhang dap trén mai ngéi di vé phia vién sau. Chi thay
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trwéc vién may gian phong con c6 anh dén, sau vién lai toi
om, khdng thay ré trong may gian phong dé 1a ai &. Nang
bén nam im trén néc nha mot luc, sau dd nhé nhe theo cot
hanh lang bd xudng. Chan van gilr thdng bang, ngdi xém
trwdc clra s6 gian phong phia bac, than trong nghe ngong
phia trong. Chi nghe trong phong c6 tiéng qua lac dong ho
tich tic tich tac vang 1&n, nhwng khéng nghe tiéng cuoi
thé va noi mo. Thai Twong Mudi khom ngudi toi trvdc
ctra s6, nguyén trén clra cé khoa, méi hiéu trong can
phong nay khéng c6 ngudi &, bén quay lai van lom khom
di vao mot cai ctra nho, lai la mét I&p lac vién, vién nay to
hon vién phia trwedc. Nang khom nguwoi di t&i gian phong
c6 tiéng méo kéu meo mot tiéng, Thai Twong Mudi ngoi
x6m, khdng dam ddng day.

Chd mét luc 1au, nghe trong phong khéng co tiéng déng gi,
nang quay lai ttr ttr dng day, ndm song clra sb, tr khe hé
nhin vao, thay bén trong con c6 man ctra s6. Anh dén
trong phong tuy sang nhwng tlr bén ngoai nhin vao clng
khéng thdy gi. Thai Twong Mudi lay can ddm ding phat
day vut dao ra, dang dinh nay clra, khéng ng® luc ay &
vién truwdc co ngudi noi to:

“Kiém tra trén noc nha di, cé & chay t&i sau vién réil”, roi

mot trang bwdc chan ram rap vang 1én nhw ¢o rat nhiéu
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ngwoi chay tdi. Thai Twong Mudi hoang so, voi bam cot
hanh lang tréo 1&n néc nha, chi thay anh dén vién ngoai
rwc sang, nhwng gian phong phia nam vira rdi cé ngudi
thap dén thi anh dén chot tat phut | Thai Twong Mudi tw
nhut “Khdng xong!”, réi dirng bat day trén ndc nha bd chay.
Nhwng ltc bay gi® tiéng “Bat gian tac” tr bdn phia da vang
|&én, anh dén I4p loang, dao kiém lodng xoang, trén noc
nha déu c6 nguwdi. Thai Twong Mudi thy khéng con
dwdng thoat, voi rat mot mii cwong tiéu ra, nam phuc
xubng bat déng. Luc 4y c6 may muwoi vién sai quan va toi
té da vao vién, ndi véi nhau:

“Drng lam kinh déng phu nhan va tiéu thw I”, cé nguoi
cam sao dai treo mét ngon dén 16ng xoay xoay roi [én ndc
nha, Thai Twong Mudi phong phi tiéu danh tat ngon dén,
nguwoi phia dwdi giat minh kinh hai, cung lui lai noi:

“O trén noc pha, coi chirng phi tiéu cta y! ....”, lai cé nguoi
la to:

“Gian tac trén ndc phu dirng phéng phi tiéu, xudng di, bon
ta sé tha ngwoi dil”. Thai Twong Mudi hai tay déu cam
tiéu, dirng trén néc phd, nhin xudng néi to:

“Quan vo lai! Xem cac ngwoi ai dam Ién néc phu? Ta
khéng phai mudn an trdm cda cac nguoi, ta chi mudn gap

Ngoc Chinh dwdng ...”, néi t¢i d6 chot thay chan phai dau
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nhoi nhw bj ran md mét cai. Nang ding khéng virng, lap
tire 1&n 16ng 16¢ xudng dwdi, nga xoai ra dat. Pang gwong
dau bo day, may ngudi day té lwc lwéng da dé nang
xubng, c6 ngwdi noi “La nik tac!”. Thai Twong Mudi can
rang vung vay, nhd nwéc bot nédi “Budng ta ra!”, mot chan
phéng ra da tring mat ca chan mét nguwdi, nguwdi do ai cha
mét tiéng, xoa mat ca chan nhay qua mét bén. Thai Twong
Mudi hai chan da loan ra, nhwng canh tay va toan than déu
bi ho dung strc dé xudng, cd nguwdi cam thirng tdi troi
nang lai. Twong Mudi 6a Ién khéc, noi:

“Cac nguoi giét chét ta di! Dé tit ca gia dinh ho Ngoc cac
ngwoi déu chét khéng toan thay! Ngoc Chinh dwdng, quan
rua den nha nguoi! Trong nha chira gian tac giét chét cha
ta, con l[Am mat mat chéng ta, khién pha Béi lac dubi y!
Lao rua den, nguwoi ra day gap ta! ....".

Nang nhw mét con sdi cai, tuy bj tréi chat van dién cudng
gam thét, van mudn can nguoil

Lac by gid may vién sai quan va téi t& gir chat nang déu
kinh ngac naoi:

“Day khoéng phai la cb gai di day sao?”. Thai Twong Mudi
phun nudc bot chivi:

“Con me nguoi! Cac nguwoi da nhan ra thi mau tha ta ra!

Ta la con gai Thai Ban dau, Lwu Thai Bao la chéng ta,
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trong nha cac ngwoi cé Bich nhan ho ly, Du Tu Lién da
diéu tra ra nguén gbc clia cac nguwoi! .... Chang ta sé kién,
kién ho Ngoc, Ngoc Chinh duwong 1ao vo lai nha nguoi
mau bd mao quan ra ma di hau kién!”.

Lac &y dén trong cac phong déu thap sang Ién. Tiéu thw &
phong phia tdy dan hai a hoan ra, sai a hoan néi voi dam
day t& noi “Tha co tara !”, roi noi:

“Nguoi dirng chivi, co gi tir tlr noil”. Dam day té va sai
quan nghe 1&i tiéu thw déu IUi lai. Tay chan cta Thai
Twong Mudi déu bi tréi, nang ngang dau lén, dwdi anh dén
thay tiéu thw Ngoc Kiéu Long mac 4o dai hoa Bat ky, mang
hai dé cao, ciing bat giac hoi xau hd, bén néi:

“Tiéu thw, tiéu thw bdo ho mau tha ta ra, ta khéng phai 1a
gian tac, ta tim cha c6 doi 1& phail”. Ngoc Kiéu Long khéng
dém xia gi t&i nang, sai a hoan mé ctra phong phia bac
ché me & buwdc vao do.

Lac nay Ngoc dai nhan ciing da day, cé bdn vién sai quan
cam dao bado vé. Y dirng dwdi hanh lang, tirc gian rung ca
rau, lon tiéng quat:

“Khiéng gian tdc ra vién trwdc, ta mudn thdm van!”. Thai
Twong Mubi chiri:

“Ngwoi mudn thdm van ta a? Ta dang mudn thdm van

ngwoi day! Trong nha cac nguwoi co nudi gian tac, gian tac
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bi thwong chét thi gid néi 14 bao bénh, bon ta sé di kién!
Chdng ta c6 chirng ct vé chuyén cta cac nguoil Lo khén
nan ...I. Ngoc dai nhan gian dir giam chan quat “Danh!”.
Thai Twong Mudi khoc néi “Danh di! BDanh chét ta con ¢
chong ta, danh chét chong ta con cé6 Dwong Kién Budng,
Du Tu Lién, Ly Mé Bach ...”. Lac 4y mdt vién sai quan cam
roi da bwdce téi dinh danh, nhwng Ngoc phu nhan dan hai
bdc phu ra, lién tiép xua tay noi:

“Mudbn danh c¢6 ta thi mang t&i nha mén ma danh, nha
chung ta khéng phai ché dung hinh. M&i 1a0 gia vao trong
phong nghi ngoi, khéng nén la thét!”. Vién sai quan va
dam day t& déu lui lai, Thai Twong Mudi nam doé khoc Ion.
Ngoc Chinh dwdng tirc gian htr hir cing khéng kim duwoc
thé hén hén, theo phu nhan vao phong phia bac. Trong
phong phia bac vo' chéng Ngoc Chinh dwdng dai khai suy
tinh hoi lau, lat sau Ngoc dai nhan lai tré ra thd dai swdn
swot noi:

“Ra vién trudc dil”, 1ap tire t6i t& xép thanh hang, vién sai
quan bao vé Ngoc dai nhan, déu im lang theo hang lang ra
vién trwée. Trong nay chi con lai hai cai dén 16ng, bén
ngwdi canh gitr cling déu dirng cach rat xa chd Thai
Twong Mudi nam.

Tiéu thw Ngoc Kiéu Long bén dan hai bdc phu va a hoan
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tr phong phia bac di ra, Ngoc Kiéu Long noi:

“Cdi tréi cho c6 ta!l”, dam bdc phu déu khédng dam.

Ngoc Kiéu Long noi:

“Khéng can so, cdi troi di, cd ta khéng danh dwoc cac
ngwoi dau!”. Pam boc phu run rdy xudng, mat nira ngay
md&i cdi hét day tréi trén tay chan Twong Mudi ra.

Thai Twong Mudi van nam khéc to, ciing khédng ngoi day.
Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw bén khom ngui, dich than kéo
cO mdt cai noi:

“Nguwoi rat gidi, ngwoi di day trwdc clra nha ta, ta da xem
qua hai lan, ta rat mén ngwoi. Hd6m nay ngwoi da téi, néu
mudn néi gi thi dirng day theo ta vao trong phong, chung
ta c6 thé tir tlr néi”. Hai a hoan ciing 1én trwéc diu. Tay ho
déu mém mai, hon nia vira di t¢i gan thi mui thom trén
quan 3o téa ra. Thai Twong Mudi lai cdm thay cé chit dé
chiu bén tw ngdi day, dang dinh d&ng 1én, nhwng thay
chan trai dau budt, cdi dau nhin thi ra la mét mdi tén nho
dai ba tAt cdm vao trong thit. Nang can rang nhé ra, lién do
mau chay ra rat nhiéu. Twong Mudi dau qua khoc da 1én,
cam muii tén cho Ngoc Kiéu Long xem, noi:

“Tiéu thw thdy mii tén nay chwa? D6 dé cia Bich nhan hd
ly c6 mdt lan nira khuya t¢i quiy nhiéu nha bon ta da

phong ra mii tén nay, bay gi® con néi gi ? Vira réi trong
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may nguoi troi ta nhat dinh cé d6 dé cta Bich nhan ho ly,
day khéng phai la chirng c&¥ sao?”. Ngoc Kiéu Long cau
may nhin mdi tén khéng ndi gi, chi bao hai a hoan diu
Twong Mudi vao phong phia nam. Trong phong phia nam
lc nay da thap dén, béc phu vira dwa mot chau than vao.
b6 dung bang gb trong phong déu vira den vira béng, bay
rat nhiéu dé s cd, dd dung bang ngoc, gwong treo twdng
cling déu 1a vién tran chau va 16ng chim tra.

Ngoc Kiéu Long chi mét cai ghé cham khac rat tinh xao noi
“Nguwoi ngoi dil”. Twong Mudi cli dau vén vat 4o ngdi
xubng, lau nwéc mat, vubt vubt dau toc, lai cdm thay
khéng néi dwoc. Ngoc Kiéu Long bao “Ubng tra dil”, 1ap
tirc cé bdc phu dem binh tra néng t&i, ngwdi nay mac do
rat hoa I, l1a dai a hoan c6 véc dang dep nhat, rot hai chén
tra, mot chén dwa cho tiéu thw, mot chén dat trén khay
vang buwng t&i trwedc mat Twong Mudi. Twong Mudi ngudc
mat 1én, mat r'ng dé, dwa hai tay bung 13y, néi:

“Khéng dam!”, réi cwdi cwdi nhin trdm Ngoc Kiéu Long.
Thay Ngoc Kiéu Long mé&i ngti day chwa cai ni¥ trang
nhwng rat chinh té, khéng gibng nhw nam lan trén gbi.
Than sac cla vj tiéu thw nay cling khéng nghiém khac, chi
hoi cd dang vé wu siu, héi “Nguoi tén gi?”. Thai Twong

Mudi néi “Ta tén Thai Twong Mudi, Thai Birc Cwong cha
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ta la B dau huyén Ninh Ho6i Cam Tuc, cha ta bi ngwdi cua
cac vi giét chét, ta da lay Lwu Thai Bao, y la sw pho day
quyén cho pha Thiét Béi lac, vi dai nhan & day han vy, noi
xau y véi Thiét Bbi lac gia nén Bbi 1ac gia da dudi viéc y!
Ta ma&i téi gap dai nhan, mudn néi 1& phai!”. Ngoc Kiéu
Long noi:

“‘Nguwoi nén t&i ban ngay, gilra dém khuya t&i, trén nguoi
lai ¢6 binh khi, khéng phai gidng gian tac sao?

May ma ngwoi 1a phu ni¥, néu khdng bon ta quyét khéng
thé tha ngwoi ra!”. Thai Twong Mudi lai ddo mat noi:
“Tiéu thw ngwi dirng ndi thé, ban ngay ta t&i, khong dé
lén go cao trwdc céng phu, sé bi gia nd cla cac vi danh
dudi di! Con co thé cho ta gap dwoc dai nhan, gap dwoc
tiéu thw a! .... Ta biét di day thi biét 1én néc phu. Nay ta da
t&i, thi khdng mudn sbéng niva! Tiéu thw dan con hé ly nhd
ra di, bdo an thit ta dil Néu khong thi ct ap giai ta t&i nha
mon, khép vao tdi chét. Nhuwng luc ta sap chét, ta ciing
phai la thét mang chiri! Bon ta c6 bang chirng, trong tay
chdng ta va trong tay cac bang hiru y déu c6 bang chirng
clia cac vi, bon ta biét di kéu oan, cdo ngw trang!”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long hoi bién séc, xua tay néi:

“Nguwoi dirng voi, c tir tlr noil”, ké the dai noi:

“L&i ddn & bén ngoai may ngay gan day rat nhiéu”, Thai
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Twong Mudi noi:

“Khdng phai i don, do déu 1a sw that, déu 1a do hai ngudi
bon ta la hét bén ngoai! Néu Ngoc dai nhan khéng tim
cach, khéng dem con hé ly nhd dé ra xt, bon ta con noi
nhiéu ntra! DU sao viéc sai s clla chong ta cling khéng
con, bon ta sap chét déi, chang bang ctr d& Ngoc dai nhan
giét chét bon ta!”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long noi:

“Co |1& cac nguoi da lam tin I&i ngudi khac, nha ta quyét
khéng dwa vao thé lwc (re hiép ngwoi. Ta cd ngay trong
phong, drng ndi bén ngoai ma ngay chuyén trong nha, ta
cling khéng hiéu ré! Nhwng nghe néi Lwu Thai Bao chdng
ngwoi lam loan rat loi hai, y d&ng tredc cdng chivi mang,
phong vao mét mi phi tiéu, mét t& gidy vé hinh mang
nguwdi, bat ké 1a ai cling khdng chiu ndi s si nhuc nhw
vay! Cha ta tudi da cao, kim khéng dwoc tirc gian, vi vay
mudn tir quan, nhwng Thiét Bbi 1ac lai khuyé&n can khéng
cho I&o nhan gia tr quan. Con chuyén cha ta bao Thiét Bbi
lac dudi viéc chdng nguoi, diéu d6 quyét khdng thé co.
Ngwoi nghi xem, cha ta 1a Bé déc Chinh dwdng, quan
chirc khéng phai nhé, I1ao nhan gia ha chiu déi co v&i hang
nhw chéng nguoi? Vén chéng clia nguwoi quay nhiéu ph

quan nhw vay, s& phai bat t&¢i nha mén trj ti, cha ta khéng
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phai xt& khdng dworc, cling chdng phai so cac nguwoi cao
ngw trang, chi vi I&o nhan gia khéng chju déi dau véi mét
ngwdi tdm thwong! VA lai [3o nhan gia cling thwéng ay nay
tw trach. Vi t6i t& trong nha cling ¢6 ba bdn chuc ngudi,
kho tranh khéi co 1Ga 1an 16n, nhirng 1&i bén ngoai ciling
khéng phai khdng c6 can ci! Vi vy may ngay nay trong
nha cat gidm rat nhiéu nguoi, va thwong diéu tra, néu ai
c6 vé kha nghi, bat k& nam hay nir déu bat t&i nha mén trj
toi”.

Thai Twong Mudi noi:

“Tiéu thu! Tiéu thw hay cho ta t¢i day & may ngay dwoc
khéng ? Chi can lam viéc nhw a hoan, dé ta diéu tra trong
ph tiéu thw xem gian tac 1a ai, thé ndo ta ciing diéu tra ra
I”. Ngoc Kiéu Long lac dau néi:

“Khéng dwoc, trong phi nay ha cé thé tay tién cho nguoi
t&i &? H6m nay vi me ta nghe nguoi khoc rat dang
thwong, méi khéng x(&r phat t6i danh cia ngwoi va sai ta
gidi thich cho nguwoi, nguwoi da hiéu roi thi vé dil Hay dan
chéng nguwoi, vé sau khédng nén néi hd dé ra bén ngoai
nira, nguoi co oan khuat gi cé thé tw t&i nha mén céo
trang. Trong nay néu bon ta phat hién ra gian tac tw nhién
sé& bat xt y”.

DPang néi, thi thay lai cé mét bdc phu tr ngdai buéde vao,
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t&i trwdc mat Ngoc Kiéu Long néi:

“Phu nhan dan moi tiéu thw vao phong nghi ngoi dil Troi
khuya rdi, ko chuyén bénh! Vj khach nay thi phu nhan
mudn hdi nha cd ta & dau, phai sai nguwdi dwa co ta vél”.
Ngoc Kiéu Long nhin Thai Twong Mudi héi “Nha nguoi &
dau?”. Thai Twong Mudi ubng mét hép tra noi:

“Ta & Hoa Vién Pai vién trong An Binh Mén”. Ngoc Kiéu
Long dan boc phu “Bao ngudi Ay xe dil”, rdi nhin Thai
Twong Mubi hoi mim cw®i noi:

“Vé& sau néu nguoi radnh réi co thé t&i tim ta nodi chuyén
choi. Me ta ciing rat hién lanh, néu ba khéng mén nguoi
thi hdm nay dau cé khuyén can cha ta? Luc nguoi t¢i chi
can &n mac chinh t&é mét chut, téi trwdc cbng ndi rd y dinh,
ho quyét khéng thé can tré nguoi”. Thai Twong Mudi nghe
thé cling rat vui vé, dé mat cui dau noi:

“Tiéu thw, hém nay ta sai réi! Ta khéng nén 1am thé! Xin
tiéu thw thinh t6i véi Ido0 phu nhan, 1o dai nhan giup ta. Ta
quéa hd d&! Qua may ngay lanh vét thwong trén chan, ta
nhat dinh t&i pha xin 16i!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long noi:

“Khéng sao! Chi can ngwoi hiéu trong phi chung ta khéng
bao che cwéng dao, ciing khdng phai ¥ lam quan &c hiép
nguwdi 1a dwoc réi! Sap téi ta nhét dinh xin cha ta, xin &0

nhan gia gap Thiét Béi lac noi vao cho chéng nguoi, lai goi
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chdng nguoi quay lai’.

Thai Twong Mudi cw®i noi:

“Ta that cam on tiéu thw! Ta gitra khuya t&i nhiéu loan
trong phu tiéu thw, that 1a dang chét ...”, néi t&i day khéng
kim dwoc nwéc mat roi xudng.

Ngoc Kiéu Long dirng day di nghi, hai a hoan ciing theo
nang di ra, trong phong chi con lai hai boc phu. Tuwong
Mudi lau khd nwdc mat, réi nhin déng ngd tay, cdm thay
ngwoi ta that sang giau, dai nhan phu nhan ngwdi ta that
thdng tinh dat ly, tiéu thw ngwdi ta cling rat 6n hoa khoéng
lam ra vé, minh that [a mao muébi, that dang chét! Vi vay
han khong dwoc mau ra khéi day. Boi mét luc, xe méi cot
xong, vi chan phai dau khéng di dwgc, nén hai béc phu diu
nang ra cbng 1&n xe cung mét bdc phu.

Luc bay gi® tréi da qua canh tw, trén dwong khéng co
nguwdi di lai, xe 16¢ cdc di. Twong Mudi néi chuyén phiém
vOi nguwdi boc phu, ba ta noi:

“H6m nay may ma tiéu thw day xin v&i phu nhan cho
nguwoi, phu nhan ma&i cau xin dai nhan khoéng x{ tdi nguoii.
Néu khéng vay nhéat dinh danh ngwoi mot tran, ap gidi vao
nha giam nr. Ngwoi to gan qua! Dam nira khuya ty vao
phl nguoi ta, con dam ch&i madng Ngoc dai nhan? Ai dam

chi nhw vay?”. Twong Mudi hd then noi:
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“Duwoc rdi, ba dirng nhac lai niva! Luc do ciing do ta ho
do!”, rbi néi vai chuyén trong pha, ngudi béc phu lai
khuyén vé sau dirng lam vay nira, xe da téi dau cong nha
Twong Mudi. Nguwdi danh xe 18n trwde gb cira, thay trén
twdng c6 mdt nguwdi chay téi, tay cdm cwong dao sang
loang, nghiém giong hoi:

“Tim ai?”.

Nguwoi danh xe giat minh la 6i chao mét tiéng. Twong Mudi
trong xe noi “Ngwoi xubng di! La ta vé roil”.

Lwu Thai Bao nghe ra thanh am cua vo y, méi nhay tuwdng
xudng, ndi “Cé di dau vay? Ta ngl mét giac tinh day thi
chang thay béng dang cé dau! Pay la xe nha ai?”. Thai
Twong Mudi néi “Day 1a xe ctia Ngoc phu, ta bi thwong roi,
ngwoi mau diu ta xubéng xe di!”. Lwu Thai Bao trc gian lién
vung dao néi “Ai da! Ngoc phu lam c¢b bi thwong, con phai
kiéu xe dwa c6 vé, ciing con rat né mat! Nhwng Lwu Thai
B&o ta hién ngay ca chén com ciing khéng co, tién dau ma
tri thwong cho c6? Di, ta dwa co trd lai, Iuc nao ho tri
thwong cho c¢d xong ta ma&i c6 thé don cé vé!”. Thai Twong
Mudi voi noi:

“Ngwoi ché hiéu lam nguoi ta, chuyén dai 1am, diu ta vao
di, ta tir tor ké voi nguoi’. Ngwdi danh xe va boc phu déu

noi:
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“Trong pht da sai ching ta dwa vé, 130 ca hdy mé& cdng
cho cd ta vao. Néu khdng nhw vay, ching ta quay vé lai
khéng lam tron phan sy”.

Lwu Thai Bao miéng van chi, ném cwong dao qua twong,
sau dé y lai chay vao mé cbng, diu Thai Twong Mudi trén
xe xubng. Thai Twong Mudi cdm on nguwdi bdc phu da
dwa nang vé. Lwu Thai Bdo mét tay dong céng, mot tay
diu vo' y, vao t&i trong phong. Thay vét mau trén chan
Twong Mudi , y khéng kim dwoc tire gian giam chan.
Twong Mudi cam mi tén dwa cho chéng, noi:

“Khdng sao, vét thwong khdng nang, ta khéng qué dau,
ngwoi mau dun thudc rit cho ta”. Lwu Thai Béo gian tai ca
mat, vira 13y thudc rit, vira héi Twong Mudi can ké. Tinh
than cla Twong Mudi lic 4y van rét tot, nang nam xudng
vén gau quan lén, 16 ra vét thwong trén chan phai, bao
Lwu Thai Bao rit thubc vao, vira dem chuyén vira roi ké
twdng tan mot lwot. Lwu Thai Bao nghe rdi thi thAm chii,
roi lai cwdi nhat.

Thai Twong Mudi néi xong, bén hir mét tiéng, noi:
“Chuyén nay ta lam that la qua 16 mang. Nguwoi khong biét,
ta nghe néi nguwdi bi oan khuét, ta rat tirc gian! Ta chii
Ngoc dai nhan mét tran, 1ao gia do ca doi cling chwa bi

vay. Ngoc tiéu thu that tbt, ndi nhirng I&i thdng tinh dat Iy!”.
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Lwu Thai Bao hr hir cwdi khay noi:

“Co that ngay ngb hon ta! Khdng nhirng bi trang tén vo
ich, con bij Itra bip! Ngoc Kiéu Long, con me no loi hai that,
thi hiéu cé danh c6 mot tran ciing vé dung, hon nira néu
c6 gao thét liéu mang, néu ta t¢i cbng cung cdo ngw trang,
trong nha thi that chiu khéng noi! Vi vay thi méi lam ra vé
nguwdi tbt, rét 16 ngon ngot, bay 1an bat bay lan tha dé lam
cho cd va ta tam phuc, khéng quay pha ho nira, nhung
nhw thé cang da thay ho lo s, con hé ly nhé 1a ai chac ho
da biét!”.

Thai Twong Mudi nghe chong naéi vay, lai bat giac sirng
s6t, noi:

“Ta cling cam thay ky quai, ta & trén ndc nha, khéng thay
dwéi phi ¢6 ai kéo cung thi mdi tén da ban tring chan
roil”. Lwu Thai Bdo cam midii t&n ngan dat gan bé dén xem
ky, bén noi:

“Loai nay dau can kéo cung, gidu trong tay ao gio tay thi
phong ra réi! Vira réi khéng phai ¢6 da noi Ngoc Kiéu Long
c6 hai a hoan luén theo sat, cling déu sang trong, voc
dang ciing déu hon ca Hang Nga sao. Khéng khéo trong
hai a hoan dé cé mét ngudi chinh la con hé ly nhd da!”.
Thai Twong Mudi nh¢ lai chuyén vira roi, noi:

“Nhwng, ta nhin thdy mét a hoan nhin ta biu méi”. Lwu
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Thai Bao nai:

“Bfu méi cling khéng hé gi, nhwng ta nghf, cho du viéc tbi
nay c6 nao loan trong nha ho, ré rang ho nhin dwoc nhwng
chéc 14 vi hd then trong ldng, bd dwoc thi bd, khéng dam
lam to chuyén! Pwoc roi, hdm nay tam ghi nhan céng nay
cua cd, cai hay la ta cling khdng dinh vao chuyén nay!
Chung ta c &n tét da, cé ciing phai dwéng thwong. Sau
ram thang giéng, ho phong bi ciing sé tré nai, luc dé chung
ta lai thong tha diéu tra thdm do, tim ra chirng cuv.

Sau do6 Lwu Thai Bao ta méi lam mot viéc kinh thién ddng
dia! Chac chan khién Ngoc Chinh dwdng phai vai lay ta,
Ngoc Kiéu Long mé ctra tw tién cr xin lam vo bé cua ta”.
Twong Mubi chia mii tén nho ra dinh dam Lwu Thai Bao,
Lwu Théai Bdo ngao nghé cuoi néi:

“Qua nam hay néi! Co cr giup ta, chung ta sé dwoc ha
gian!”. Twong Mudi noi:

“C lo tranh dua cho ha gian, khéng tim viéc lam, chang 1&
hai chung ta sé nhin déi sao?”. Lwu Thai Bao xua tay nai:
“Chuyén dé khdong quan trong, Lwu Thai Bao ta trwdece kia
khéng day quyén cling chwa bi doi. Tt nay tré di cai danh
h&do sw phé day quyén nay cda ta da mat rdi, ta cang c6
thé 1am viéc gi cling dwoc!”. Lwu Thai Bao ham hyc ndi

thé roi ra vién nhat thanh dao cadm vao phong, déng clra
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dinh ng tiép. Luc nay trdi da binh minh.

Thai Twong Mudi dau chan hoi rén, vi vay y cang khdng
ngu duorc.

H6m sau Lwu Thai Bao t&i Nam thanh tim biéu huynh xin
mét it thube rit vét thwong gia truyén, lic vé mang theo
mét sb gidy tién vang bac, dén nén, ga vit, ca thit, dan cau
dbi tét trwdc clra phong, trong phong dan mét bire tranh
tét hinh dra tré bu bAm. Cubi nam rat khéng dé tim nha,
nha tro cling khédng nhan khach, vi vay y cling khéng mudn
chuyén nha. May la Dac Loc dbi x&r vai y rat tt, nam muoi
lwong bac pha Bbi lac thwéng ciing 1anh gium vé duay.
Thai Twong Mudi tuy chan bj thwong nhwng khdng hé Iwu
tam, dirt khoat mét chuat cling khéng nghi ngoi, trang diém
16ng lay, chi & trong phong lam thirc an tét, bay mam cing
Phat, cling rat vui vé. Lwu Thai Bao cling néi:

“Mac ké hét! Qua nam hay ndi, ngay thang con dai! Y chay
khéng thoat, ta ciing con sbng day, sém tdi gi ciing ha
gian dwoc I”. Clr thé may ngay cudi ndm nhe nhang troi
qua. P&n mung mét tét, réi mung hai mung ba, thanh Bac
Kinh déi qua khéng khi mail Nha nha, cac clra hiéu dong
ctra khua la danh tréng, ai cling mac 4o méi, ddi mi méi,
ngdi xe t&i cac noi chuc tét. Tiéng phao nd gion gia khap

noi. Tat cd moi ngudi duwéng nhw déu dién cudng, ubng
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rwou thda thich, vé cung vui vé.

Luc bay gi® chi co trong phi ciia Ngoc Chinh dwéng lai
khéng nao nhiét nhw treédc day. Ngoc Chinh dwong tie Tan
Cuong duwoc diéu vé Bac Kinh méi khédng day may thang,
ngay trwdc y déu & tinh ngoai, trong phi bat qua chi cé ba
con trong ho va t6i t& gilr nha nhwng cling nao nhiét hon
nam nay. Nam nay tuy khéng it quan vién di xe t&r ma toi
chuc tét, téi t& cling déu dwoc thuwdng khong it tién, nhuwng
|30 gia, phu nhan, tiéu thw khéng nguwdi nao vui vé. Chinh
dwdng dai nhan vi viéc cong rac rdi, viéc nha phién nao,
subt ngay nét mat khéng cé mot chut vui vé. Phu nhan vi
140 gia khéng vui nén cling hAm hwec it vui, v&i lai may hém
nay bénh dau nguwc thwdng tai phat, tiéu thuw Ngoc Kiéu
Long thwdng thay trong ngudi khé chiju, nhiéu hém khéng
ra khoi ctra, chi subt ngay buén ba trong tham khué, mét la
gia dinh wu phién, hai Ia vi bj bénh, ba la vi nang sap dbi
bim toc thanh bui téc ctia phu nir Bat ky, dbi cach &n néi,
nang sé khoéng con la cé nwong cé thé tay tién ra ngoai vui
choi ma 13 thiéu nir ch® ga chéng.

Theo quy cu cta nguw®i Bat ky, pham la c6 nwong lac
mudi ba muwdi bbn tudi thi dé kiéu toc ngwdi Man, nhung
dén muwoi bdy mwdi tam thi phai chai téc, chai bim thi co

thé cd ngudi téi mai méi. Kiéu dau téc nay khéng khac voi
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bui téc clia dan ba, co diéu chd téc mai hoi cé chat sai
biét, luc & trong nha thi dbi bui téc may rat cao, ra ngoai
gap than hivu, dw yén hdi, vui choi van van con doi Luéng
ban dau bang doan den. Mt nguwdi con gai Bat ky dén
thoi ky nay, gibng nhw moét déa hoa dang né ché ngudi
hai di.

Ngoc Kiéu Long vi vang l&énh cha me, bat déc di phai dbi
trang phuc, nén 16ng rat dau budn. Ty biét thdi thiéu niv
hoa xuan rat ngan, e rang khéng dén nira ndm chuyén hén
nhan cla minh sé phai dinh, ma ngwdi chdng twong lai cé
|& chinh 4 L6 Han Lam, vira xau vira ngd nghéch dé.
Nang that &m &rc, ma con phan han, nhwng vi khdng dam
trai 18nh cha me, vi nang rat hdi han, nang cam thay phu
than phién no, mau than wu sau, cho t&i bién cb trong
nha may thang nay, ngoai bi bon vé lai si nhuc, trong thi
so bong so gio, tat cd déu do mdt minh nang gay ra. Nang
nghi phai nhan nhin khuat than, 1am tron dao hiéu, dé riva
ndi oan khién kiép trudc. Nhwng tdm sy nay cda nang
ngoai nang ra, khédng cé ngudi thir hai nao biét dworc.
HAm mung mét tét, Han 1am L6 Quan Bdi xau xi da toi
chuc tét, hém nay ngay muwdi ba y lai t&i chic tét. Ngoc
Kiéu Long biét y t&i, nang nhiu may, ngdi trong phong, tay

cam diia ddng, can than gat tro trong chau than. A hoan
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Tu Hwong, Ngam Ty bén canh, mét nguw®i chui hp muc
bang dong, mét ngudi cat tia hoa mai trong binh. Hoa thay
tién trong chau déu ri dau, lang 168. Con méo trang ngoi
xdm bén nguwdi nang, dwa cai chan nhd trdng mudn khéu
tua cai tui théu hoa sen deo bén ngwdi nang. Trong phong
chi c6 tiéng ddng hé qua Iac nghe tich tac tich tac. Luc ay
bdng cd Tién ma ma bdc phu trong phong Ngoc phu nhan
di vao phong, noi:

“Tiéu thw! Lao phu nhan trong L& phi t&i réi | Phu nhan
moi tiéu thw qua gap!”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long giat minh, tw nha “Vira réi nghe néi L6
Quan Béi t&i, sao bay gi& me cua y lai t¢i? Phai chang
hém nay sap co chuyén gi?”. Nang gat dau, Tién ma ma
quay nguwoi di ra. Ngdm Tw vOi bwdc qua stra cai tram hoa
trén dau tiéu thw. Ngoc Kiéu Long lai né dau, trivtng mat
nhin Ngam Ty noi:

“Nguwoi dinh lam gi ?”. Ngam Tuw rut tay lai, d& mat cui dau
khéng dam nai gi.

Ngoc Kiéu Long bén dirng day, néi mdt minh “Ta di gap
mot ngudi nhw vay, con can trang diém cho dep sao?”. Tu
Hwong voi bwéc qua, ddy Ngadm Tw ra nhw cling bét binh,
khé noi:

“Tiéu thw, ngwdi bat tt phai trang diém nira, ctr nhw vay
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di gap L6 phu nhan, ciing bat tat ndi quy cu 1& do véi ba
4y, lanh nhat v&i ba 4y, ba 4y cling sé dbi tét véi tiéu thu
...”. Ngoc Kiéu Long dé méat noi:

“Ai bdo ngudi ndi nhiéu?”. Nang ham hyec di ra khdi phong,
Tu Hwong béen di theo nang.

Lac bay gi® sap qua gilra trwa, anh mat trdi rat am, nhirng
dda hoa mai trong san, hoa tam xuan dwdi hanh lang déu
han hoan né r6 mét mau vang rwc. Ho theo hanh lang di
vé phia déng, trong phong phia bac cé ngw®i dang noi
chuyén.

Tu Hwong di trvde kéo clra ra, béc phu bén trong vén
man, noi:

“Tiéu thw t&i rdi!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long vira téi trudc cong,
khéng kim dwoc ngac nhién! Nguy&n ngwdi ngdi trén ghé
ngoai phong chinh la Ngoc dai nhan cha nang, mac
thuwérng phuc, tay cam diéu hat thudc 130, ngdi trén ghé dai
nghiéng dbi dién lai chinh 14 L6 Quan Bébi.

Than hinh to béo ctia L& Quan Bbi mac quan phuc, mat
béo, mi tet, mat hi, dién mao rat xau, bén canh dé cai
mao quan van t& pham. Ngoc Kiéu Long chi hoi nhin
nguwdi ndy mot cdi lién ngan ngdm nhin xudng, quay qua
hanh 1€ v&i cha trwdc. Ngoc Chinh dwérng lai néi:

“Ra méat L6 dai ca nguoi dil”. Ngoc Kiéu Long bt dac di
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quay qua L6 Quan Béi, L6 Quan Bbi som dirng day, hai
ngwdi déu nhin xudng thinh an nhau. L& Quan Bdi hoi mim
cwoi hoi:

“Nam mai dén, mudi mudi khée chr?”. Ngoc Kiéu Long lai
khdng dap, boc phu bén mdi nang vao gian trong chd
Ngoc phu nhan tiép chuyén L6 phu nhan. Ld phu nhan
cling la mét vi 130 phu nhan cé dang ngwei rat map, tubi
hon ndm muwoi, &n mac déi mi rat sang trong. L6 Thj lang
tuy la quan nhj phdm, nhwng gan day vi bj bai liét nén nghi
hwu, triéu dinh thwéng y ham nhat phdm, vi vay ba ta an
mac theo 16i Nhat phdm phu nhan. Ngoc phu nhan bao
Ngoc Kiéu Long hanh I&. L8 phu nhan sai béc phu theo
hau bwdc tdi d& nang day. Ngoc phu nhan noi véi Ngoc
Kiéu Long:

“Quan B6i dai ca nguoi hién dang gilr chtrc Phu thira phu
Thuan Thién, ngwoi con chwa chic mirng L6 bé ba sao?”.
Ngoc Kiéu Long lai quay sang L& phu nhan thinh an chuc
mirng. L6 phu nhan lai cdm hai tay nang noi:

“Ngwoi qua tét réi, sao khéng t&i nha bon ta? Ta rat nhd
nguwoi!”. Vi phu nhan nay an naéi vui vé than thién nhwng
Ngoc Kiéu Long van khdng néi gi. Ngoc phu nhan ngbi dbi
dién noi thay:

“Chi vi né da chai dau, ciing khéng tién ra ngoai! Nam nay
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t6i van chwa dan né chuc tét dau ca! Ciing vi trong ngudi
no khéng khée”. L& phu nhan kinh ngac noi:

“Co bénh sao? Cam thay thé nao?

Chwa mdi dai phu kham sao?”. Ngoc Kiéu Long van khéng
trd I&i, a hoan Tu Hwong bén canh d& 1o 'Tiéu thw chung
toi cling khdng bénh nang gi, chi thinh thoang bi viém hong
théil”. L& phu nhan bién sac néi:

“D6 co thé rat lién quan, sao ta khdng nghe ai n6i?”. Ngoc
phu nhan nhin con gai mét cai noi:

“Vi qua tét mai bj, trudc d6 khdng nang nhw vay, chi vi da
cudi nam nén khdéng moi dai phu kham, nhwng trong nha
c6 may thang thudc bdo né udng réi”. L6 phu nhan néi:
“Cé thé do s hai, chuyén nam ngoai that ai nghe ciing
déu tirc gian! Pai nhan nha t6i tuy bénh khéng thé cir dong
dwoc, nhwng nghe néi chuyén nay tire gian mudn di gap
Phan dai nhan & Hinh b, Quang dai nhan & vién Do sat.
Quan Bai ciing rat gian, s¢ kinh dong Tam mudi mudi n6
trong nay. Nghe nai tén lwu manh Lwu gi d6 bao la cé
Thiét tiéu Bbi l1ac dang sau bao hd y!”. Ngoc phu nhan lac
dau néi:

“Ciing khéng phai thé, Lwu Thai Bao bat qua la nguwdi day
v® trong phud, ndm ngoai Thiét Béi I3c da dudi viéc y, vi vay

may ngay nay ho ciing khéng dam lam loan néi can nira !”.
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Luc bay gi® trong phong ngoai Ngoc dai nhan va Ld Quan
Bbi cling dang noi chuyén d6, nghe Ngoc dai nhan th¢ dai
noi:

“N&m nay ta cam thay tinh than rat té, dai khai chi co thé
qua dwoc ram thang giéng ndm nay. Ta da mubn dang s&
tr quan, chi vi ta khéng nhitng da mat mat, than thé ciing
that khéng thé séng vai nam nira! Co diéu Thiét Béi I&c clr
khuyén can, ta khédng hiéduy coy gi I”.

L6 Quan Boi noi:

“Lao ba khéng nén phién ndo chuyén do, Thiét tiéu Béi lac
la ngwdi xwa nay nhw vay. Trong nha y chuyén nudi
dwdng vai tén vé lai cho bua, may nam trwédc kinh thanh
c6 Ly M6 Bach, nao loan con lgi hai hon Lwu Thai Bao, chi
vi c6 Thiét tiéu Béi I&c che ché. Nhw Birc Ngii tri Bong
thanh, y chang qua la nguoi tieng lam viéc vat cho pha Noi
vy, hon nira may nam trwdc tirng sung quan toi Tan
Cuwong mét 1an, nhwng Thiét Bbi 1ac lai cang gan gii voi y!
Ngi Blrc chuyén giao két véi phi than giang hé, Lwu Thai
B&o c6 qua nira la do y tién ci”. Ngoc dai nhan néi:

“Ta biét, DPirc Khiéu Phong, Khau Quang Siéu déu tw vi la
Manh Thwdng, Binh Nguyén. C6 diéu con ngudi Birc Ngi
d6 qua khéng kém. Luc & Tan Cwong ta rat quan tam toi

y. Nhwng vi néi ré ra, nha y v&i nha ta ciing déu 1a quen
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biét 1au nam, gan day ta biét y rat an phan. Chuyén Lwu
Thai Bao lam, dai khai khéng lién quan téi y”. L6 Quan Boi
noi:

“Thong tha dé& chau thay |40 ba trirng tri tén Lwu Thai Bao
d6. L3o ba so ngwdi ngoai néi ra vao, khéng thé do nha
mén Dé dbc bat x&r y, nhwng chau & phi Thuan Thién bat
y, O 1& ngudi ngoai khéng dén ndi nai gi!”. Ngoc dai nhan
lai lubn miéng noi:

“Khéng can vay, khdng can vay! Chang ta ha tat ndi gian
khéng dau véi hang tiéu nhan cho bua!”.

Luc bay gi& Ngoc Kiéu Long & trong phong chi cha y lang
nghe ngoai phong néi chuyén, lai khéng biét L6 phu nhan
noi chuyén rat than thiét véi nang ca niva ngay, c&i mot
tAm ngoc bdi deo bén ngudi ra. D6 la manh ngoc khac ra
mot con bach long, mét con luc long, trong kham mot
manh vang coi nhw hat chau. L6 phu nhan noi:

“Ta cho ngwoi deo cai nay! Day la vat gia truyén cta nha
ta, nghe ndi deo vao cé thé ap kinh tran ta. Lac dai ca
ngwoi vao trwdng thi ta cho y deo cai nay, bay gi® ta thay
ngwoi cling ldm tai da bénh, nguwoi deo dil

Peo vai ngay cé thé sé& khdi bénh”. Ngoc Kiéu Long vira
nghe thé rat kinh ngac, chi vi chuyén nay, ré rang la L6

phu nhan dwa & vat dinh wéc, cha me nang chac da déng
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y chuyén hén nhan nay, néu khoéng thi vat gia truyén cla
ba ta ha c6 thé tuy tién tdng cho ngwdi ngoai? Nang rat
terc gian, han khoéng thé vai tay qua giat ném xubng dat
cho v& nat ral Nhwng lai thdy me nang noi:

“Ngwoi nhan di! Cdm on L6 ba mau mau !”. Ngoc Kiéu
Long trong 16ng rat khé chju, nhwng vi mau than tw tét dén
nay thwc khéng cé6 mét ngay khéng bénh, bénh cdia minh
chang qua la mot cau noi gid dé che 14p sw phién nao,
nhwng cha me qua that la vi may chuyén ndm ngoai déu
phat bénh may Ian, nay minh sao cé thé lam méat mat 130
nhan gia, khién L& phu nhan xau h6? Nang bén theo 1&i
me quay qua L& phu nhan thi I& cdm ta. L6 phu nhan dich
than deo miéng ngoc bodi cho Ngoc Kiéu Long. Ngoc Kiéu
Long cui mat, cd ghim ndi dau dén gian di.

Lac &y L6 Quan Boi & ngoai phong da dwoc cha nang moi
vao thw phong, ndi la di xem chir gi do.

Ngoc Kiéu Long dirng ca ntra ngay, me bao ngdi nang
cling khéng chiu, sau dé L6 phu nhan noi:

“Cé nwong nguoi néu cam thay khong thoai mai thi vé
phong nghi ngoi di! Khéng can tiép chuyén ta”. Ngoc Kiéu
Long cling noi:

“Dung a, con vé phong nghi ngoi!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long lién

quay nguwdi ra khdi phong, Ta Hwong theo ra. Ngoc Kiéu
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Long vira ra khdi phong phia bac, nang lién di rat nhanh
tré vé phong cia minh, cdm miéng ngoc bdi ném xubng
dat keng mot tiéng, miéng ngoc bdi vang xubng dudi ghé!
Con méo 16ng trang nhay phéc qua dung chan chup, Tu
Hwong hodng so bién sac, vdi ngdi xudng can con méo lai
nhat 1&n. Vira nhin thdy miéng ngoc nay cling that ran
chac, khéng bj v& nhwng chd sirng cdia hai con rong co
chut st mé, ¢b lién cat vao ngan kéo cua cai ban nhd roi
an Ui tiéu thw, noi:

“Tiéu thw, ngwdi nam nghi ngoi mét lat dil”.

Ngoc Kiéu Long cwdi nhat, cling khéng néi gi. Hai chiéc
trdm hoa cai trén dau nang rung lén, dé hai cao got dap
trén nén gach béng, di di lai lai. Chot anh mat nang dirng
lai trén canh clra cach giwérng nam ma nang tw vé, viét
chi? I&n trén do, tw khac con dau “Y van hién chd nhan”,
chi* “Van” nay da kich dong Iong nang. Nang dirng chan,
trong long tran l1én néi thwong cdm. Luc 4y con méo trang
lai nhay 1én ban tra, Ngdm Tw bwdc qua néi:

“Tuyét H! Tuyét H8! Birng I&n ban tra lam dé binh hoa,
Tuyét H6 ngoan nao!”, chir “H&” nay lai khién tiéu thw bién
sac.

B&ng nhién Tién ma ma di vao, néi “Lé phu nhan sap di!

Phu nhan béo tiéu thw tién”. Ngoc Kiéu Long l&c dau noi:
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“Ta khong tién”. Tién ma ma giat minh ngan ra! Tu Hwong,
Ngam T lién nhin Tién ma ma nhay mét ra hiéu bao ba ta
di ra. Tién ma ma di mét luc, Ngoc Kiéu Long bdng nhién
dirng day khé thé dai, tw cdm thay L6 phu nhan dem ngoc
bdi tdng cho minh, néu minh khéng ra tién ciing that khién
cha me mat mat. Luc &y nang quay nguwoi di ra khoi
phong, nhwng téi hanh lang vira nhin, L6 phu nhan da di
roi. Ngoc Kiéu Long bén quay vé phong, sai Ngam Tw thao
trdm hoa lwoc cai trén dau xudng, 1&n giwérng nam nghi
ngoi, trong 16ng rat phién nao. Mai dén téi, Tu Hwong khé
noi v&i nang:

“Tiéu thw ngwdi dirng wu sau, téi giup tiéu thw nghe ngéng
rd roi, L& phu nhan hém nay t&i chi la chic tét, cling khéng
noi téi chuyén khac. Tiéu thw dirng budn, téi con nghe
Tién méa ma ndi nghe cac ma ma cuta L6 phi hém nay ti
ndi rang thiéu gia ho hién da thang quan, khéng it ngu i
ndi t&i chuy@n hdn nhan, dai khai ... khdng can gi toi
chang tal”. Ngoc Kiéu Long t&rc gian noi:

“Ai bdo cac nguoi lo chuyén khéng dau! Vé sau nha ho L
ho bat luan la ai toi, ta quyét cling khéng gap!”, tuy nai
nhwng trong long lai thay rat dwoc an Ui, cling rat mong vi
Han 1am xAau xi kia 1dy mét tiéu thw my miéu nha khac, khai

quay ray téi minh. Nhwng luc 4y tiéng phao xa gan van di
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dung vang I&n, ndm thang tréi di, minh da thém mot tudi.
Hoa mai trong binh né& day y xuan, gia nén bac trén ban
ngam sau, Ngoc Kiéu Long lai khéng kim dwoc tham thay
dau Iong.

Lai qua mét ngay, hdm nay la mw&i lam thang giéng,
thwong nguyén giai tiét. Trwdce kia luc & Tan Cuong, trong
quan nha bay rat nhiéu hoa dang, Ngoc Kiéu Long rét vui
vé. Nam ngodi tir Tan Cwong vé kinh, nang da s&m chuan
bi dén céac noi trong kinh thanh xem hoa dang may ngay,
nhwng khéng ng® gia dinh dot nhién gap chuyén wu phién,
khién nang khéng con hirng tha gi nira. Vi Ngoc phu nhan
s con gai budn phién sinh trong bé&nh nén cd gidu bénh
ctia minh, mudn dan con gai di xem hoa dang, lic mai qua
gi® com trwa, sai ngudi ra ngoai chuan bi. Ho dinh xem
hoa d&ng & chd trwdc Cd Lau, vi chd dd cach phi khéng
xa.

Luc &y nhirng phd phén hoa nhat Bac Kinh ¢ ba noi, tuc
c6 cau “Dong Bon, Tay DPon trwdc C6 Lau”. Hém 4y ca ba
noi nay déu cé hoa dang. Luc bay gi& da hon tam gi® toi,
tri ngd mau xanh den, vang trang sang t phwong déng
to tr di ddng vé phwong tay, nhwng luc &y khéng ai chu y
t&i anh tréng, tat ca déu tu tap xem hoa dang phia duéi.

Phé 1&n rat dai, hai bén déu 1a thwong hiéu, cac ctra hiéu
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déu treo dén, chd la cung dang hinh vudng lam bang thay
tinh, ché thi treo doc tworng mét day dén Idng bang sa. Bét
luan trén thay tinh hay trén the déu vé ti mi nhan vat, vé

73 (1]

mot sb tiéu thuyét cb sw, nao 1a “Tam qudc chi”, “Ngi tai

2 1] 2 1]

to”, “Liéu trai”, “Phong than bang” van van. Blrc tranh vé
lién hoan, xem tlr dau t&i dudi, nhw doc mot bo tiéu thuyét,
vi thé trwéc may noi hoa dang nay day nguwdi chen chuc,
ngwoi ndy huych nguoi kia, ca gioé ciing khéng thdi qua
duoc. Trén dwong cling la xe ngwa huyén nao, cac quan
vién, phu nhan, tiéu thw quy phd binh thwdng it ra khoi
cbng, hém nay déu ra ngoai xem hoa dang. Tt ca cac lao
phu nhan, thiéu phu méac y phuc ngw®i Han, y phuc Bat ky,
con gai ma&i Ién, tré con ai ai ciing trang diém réat dep,
héng tia chen 1an, cwdi néi vui vé, cling déu téi day ngam
nhin, chen lan. Anh dén 1am m& anh trdng, mét sé bon
thiéu gia c6 tién, ciing & trong dam déng dét phao hoa, dét
phao di dung, khéi Itra phun 1én cao nhw mét cay hoa Ira,
phia chan tr&i xa xa anh dén xanh doé chot sang chot tat,
cling c6 thwong hiéu dét phao hoa, trong phao hoa c6 thé
tung ra nhirng hinh vé tro6 choi tan ky dd mau da dang. Vi
vay nguwdi cang luc cang nhiéu, nhw mét cai chao Ion day
chao nguwdi, mdt mang cat ngwdi Ién, nhin ra chi thiy mot

bién nguw®di ménh méng khong be. Nnwng mot sb ké vé lai

313



dau dwdng x6 cho cling hoat déng trang tron, 1én Gt mo
mam phu ni, [én [0t 1am rach do méi cla ngwdi, moc tui ...
khéng chuy@n xau xa nao khéng lam. Vi vay trong tiéng
cudi 6n ao hén tap, cling chen vao tiéng mang chi cla
phu ni¥, tiéng hd hoan chen Ian cla tré con, va tiéng cuoi
rd .... gidbng nhw hai triéu, gibng nhw giéng t6, thanh am rét
to, vé clng hon loan.

Luc bay gi® gia quyén clia Ngoc phti déu & trén 1au mot
ctra hiéu ban vai voc 1én da thu xép tlr ban ngay. Clra hiéu
ban vai véc mwon do hau ha cac khach hang giau co, nhat
la khach lai 1a Ctru Mén Bé dbc tbng quan kinh thanh, nén
chuan bi rat chu dao, dat bén chau than, chuan bij tra
thom, doc lan can dat mot day ghé. O’ dé ti trén nhin
xubng, anh dén béng ngudi, cay Itra hoa bac day dwong,
tat ca déu trong tdm mat, hai bén Iau cling hoan toan
khéng cé ké di rong.

Lac bay gid, ngudi téi 1a Ngoc Kiéu Long con hoa lua va
chau ngoc day dau, y phuc ciing rat 1dng 1ay. T Hwong
chai mot bim toc Ién, cling mac ao doan dirng hau bén
canh, va c6 bdn bdc phu, lui t&i hau thubc mei tra. Ping
dwa dwdi chan cau thang 1a hai t6i t& nam va may vién sai
quan cla nha mén Bé dbc dirng gilr, ngay ca nguwdi cia

bdn diém ciing khéng dwoc 18n lau. Xem hon nira ngay,
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trei da giao téi canh hai, nhirng cai dén trén phd, vi nén
sap tan, vi vay cling phat tbi dan. Phao hoa déu da dét
xong, ngudi dén xem dan dan tan di, chi cé tiéng phao nd
di dung. N&ra ngay nay, Ngoc Kiéu Long va me nang déu
rat vui, Ngoc phu nhan néi:

“Rét cudc kinh thanh 14 noi ndo nhiét, chang ta tra & Tan
Cwong muwdi may nam that khién tam mat bi thu hep. H6m
nay ta t¢i day xem nhirng nguwoi nay, nhixng dén hoa nay,
that khién ta hoa ca mét! Ky thwe ta van 1a nguwdi sinh ra
va I&n 1én & kinh thanh!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long cudi cudi, lac
dau, nhirng dda hoa lua trén dau nang rung déng, noi:
“Con thay Tan Cwong la noi rat dep, con rat nhé Tan
Cuwong!”. Ngoc phu nhan héi Ta Hwong:

“Nguwoi ndi xem kinh thanh dep hay Tan Cwong dep?”. Tu
Hwong cling mim cw&i noi:

“Con noi déu dep ca!”. Ngoc phu nhan cwdi noi:

“Toéi nguoi Ién 1dam day! Trei khdng con sém niva, ndi ho
chuan bi xe, ching ta ciing nén quay vé&”, cac bdc phu voi
vang da, di dan dam t6i t& dan 6ng, dam nay lai xubng lau
truyén dat. Ba ¢ xe I&n déu chuén bj trudc clra hiéu ban
vai voc, hai vién sai quan deo dao bén nguwoi canh gitr.
Lac nay hai me con Ngoc pht di xuéng lau, do a hoan béc

phu diu ra cira hiéu, da cé rat nhiéu nguwdi vay quanh doi
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xem. Anh tréng trén troi va anh dén chung quanh chiéu lén
Ngoc Kiéu Long tréng nang gidbng nhw tién niv.

Ngoc Kiéu Long lai cti dau, tdm lwéng ban dau bang doan
xanh dé cung rat nhiéu trdm vang hoa lua che kin khuén
mat xinh dep cla nang. Di vai budc, van chwa 1én xe, luc
ay chot nghe phap mét tiéng, Ngoc Kiéu Long khéng kim
dwoc rung minh, hoa lua rung déng, nang ngang dau lén.
A hoan béc phu déu kinh hai la 1én. Nguyén la tir trong
dam déng ngwdi ban ra mot vat, ban trung lwéng ban dau
ctia Ngoc Kiéu Long. Tu Hwong kiéng chan ti trén dau
tiéu thw rut vat do ra, kinh ngac noi:

“Trdi o1, [a mot mdi tén!”. Ngoc Kiéu Long cui nhin, thay
mdi tén dai khédng qua ba tac, rat nho, 1ap tirc bién sac
nhin vao dam déng. Luc 4y cac vién sai quan déu da yéu
dao lap loang xua moi nguwdi di. Rat nhiéu nguwdi ding
xem hodng so la am 1&n, c6 ngudi kéu khdc, chi vi ngudi
nay chen ngudi kia, mudn chay nhanh ciing khéng duoc.
Ngoc phu nhan d3 I&n xe, nhin thy hén loan lién goi boc
phu qua hoi:

“C6 chuyén gi?”. Bdc phu noi:

“Co ngudi xau trong dam déng ban mot mii tén vao tiéu
thuw!”. Ngoc phu nhan giat nay minh hai:

“C6 bi thwong khdng ?”. béc phu noi:
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“Cling khéng bi thwong, mii tén rat nhd, ban 1&én tdm
lwéng ban dau, xuyén qua I&p doan, hoa trén dau ciing bi
hdng, tiéu thw rat binh an !”. Ngoc phu nhan nghe vay rat
tirc gian nhwng lai thdy nguwdi bdn phia bd chay tan loan
kéu la @m 1, roi da clla dam sai quan quét vu vu, ciing co
tiéng vo ngwa don dap. Ngoc phu nhan bao day té can cac
vién sai quan lai, noi:

“Khéng can dubi ngudi, truy tim ngudi ban tén da, dau co
lién can gi t&i ngwdi khac? Khéng dwoc dudi nguei!
Khéng dwgc danh nguoi!”.

Co I&i dan cua Chinh dwdng phu nhan, cac vién sai quan
m&i déu dirng tay, nhirng ngudi kinh hai bé chay déu kéu
khoc, trén dwérng cai da khdng con ai. Ba ¢ xe do quan
quan cu®i ngwa bao vé lai tré vé Ngoc phu. Vao trong
pha, Ngoc phu nhan con ngédm k§y con gai, thady nang
khéng bi thwong mai yén tam. Lai nhin t&i mdi tén nhd kia,
lai khéng kim dwoc kinh ngac nai:

“MU0i tén 1an trwde lam vo Lwu Thai Bao bj thuwong, khéng
phai cling mét loai sao?”. Bam bdc phu ciing déu kinh
ngac. Kiéu Long tiéu thw lai im l1ang khéng néi gi. Ngoc
phu nhan lai an i noi:

“Nguwoi cling vao phong nghi di, day I1a bon gidc cwép cd y

sinh s, c6 qua ntra lai la do Lwu Thai Bao gay ra, nguoi
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dirng so hail Hay deo tdm ngoc bdi ma Ld phu nhan cho
ngwoi, cd thé ap kinh tran ta. Ngwoi di nga di !”. Ngoc Kiéu
Long da mét tiéng, thinh an mau than, roi dat a hoan ra
ctra. Chi thay trang sang vang vac trong subt nhw nwéec,
bong ¢t va lan can trai ra trén méat dat, nhw dung son den
v& 1&n. Gi6 hiu hiu, mai trong chau dén xuan déu tda mui
hwong thom ngat, tiéng hai nhe nhang, quan 4o phét pho.
Vé t&i phong Ngam Tw da chuan bi xong, hai a hoan hau
ha tiéu thu thao g& bim téc, thay quan ao, tiéu thw lai budn
ba ndéi “Cac nguwoi di ngu di!”.

Ta Hwong, Ngam Tw hai ngwdi biét hdm nay tiéu thuw xem
dén, trai qua nguy hiém. Bay gi® than sac cla tiéu thw van
con dac biét bat an, vé mat sau thdm trwdc nay chwa tirng
thay, hai a hoan liéc nhau khéng ai ddm néi cau nao,
khéng ai dam di nang chan mét bwéc, cung ron rén dong
chat ctra phong minh di ngu.

Hai a hoan vira di ra, dang vé ctia Ngoc Kiéu Long lai cang
thé thdm. Nang nam Gp tay Ién ban khéc nirc né. Tuy
nang khéng dam khoc thanh tiéng, nhwng toan than rung
|én, con méo 16ng dai mau trang ngdi dwdi dat, ngwdc dau
nhin chl nd, dwdng nhw né ciing rat budn ba, vi cé chd
xinh dep cua né trwdc nay cling chwa bao gi& dau long

nhw vay. Ngoc Kiéu Long khoc 16¢ & d6, ca phu khéng mét

318



ai biét, tam tinh cGa nang cang khong mét ai hiéu duorc,
dém &y nang khoc dén khuya mai thiép di.

Bat dau tr hdm sau, nang khéng thé roi khoi giwdng niva,
nhwng trén mat nang chi c6 vé budn rau chr hoan toan
khéng c6 vé bénh tat, moi dai phu t&i tham mach cling noi
khéng c6 bénh tat gi I&n, nén moi ngudi déu cho rang tiéu
thw vi hdm xem dén tiét thwong nguyén gap phai néi lo so,
dén ndi thanh bénh.

Luc Ay lai cd ho hang ra mat, chi trwong moi ba déng theo
hau, mi tdng nhan dao si nhwong tai gidi han, nhung
Ngoc Chinh dwérng déu nghiém khac cw tuyét.

C6 nguoi dé nghi mau dinh viéc hén nhan cho tidu thuw,
mau mau ga di, chuy@n nay thi Ngoc dai nhan lai cdm thay
rat co ly. Tl d6 thworng cung phu nhan bi mat ban bac sau
lwng con gai, ma L& phu nhan va L& Quan Béi lai cang
thwong xuyén lui téi Ngoc pha.

Qua vai hém, tdi t& trong ngoai déu biét rd Tam tiéu thw
Kiéu Long cd nwong da dwoc dai nhan va phu nhan hira
ga cho L6 Han 1am vira nhan chirc Pha thiva pht Thuan
Thién, da hen qua thang sau chinh thirc lam |& dinh hdn,
dén mua thu lic hoa cuc né sé lam I& nghénh hén, hién
chi con gidu tiéu thw va hai a hoan cua tiéu thw ma théi.

HAém &y la ngay cubi thang giéng, dén tbi sao sang day troi
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nhwng khéng ¢cé anh trang. May hém trwéc Ngoc phi canh
phong ban dém nghiém mat, dén nay ciing hoi lo 1a chat
it. Dém ay sau gi®& Ty, toan Ngoc phd ngoai nhirng ngudi
canh gac & trong phong trwc, tit ca déu da tat den. Kiéu
Long tiéu thw bénh ngay cang ndng, hai a hoan hau ha
sudt ngay bén canh nang ciing da cho di nghi.

Trong phong nang tuy hai ngon nén I&n da tat, nhung
trong man con thay anh dén, cé diéu luc 4y nang hoan
toan khéng doc quyén sach bi mat kia, nang chi nam trén
giwdng budn ba. Luc 4y nhw cé tiéng cdi ruc vang tdi,
nang l1ap tirc giat minh ngdi day, lai nghe trén ndc phong
c6 tiéng méo meo meo. Con méo trang nam sap trén chan
nang ciing déng tai 1&n. Ngoc Kiéu Long cam dén buwéce
xubng giwéng, nhe nhang buwédc ra khdi phong, anh nén
yéu &t sau ctra sb 16e [én. M6t luc sau nghe ngoai clra cé
mot tiéng tu tu, nhw gié thu thdi 1a rung, lai nghe ngoai ctra
co tiéng ngudi néi:

“Kiéu Long, Kiéu Long! M& ctra mau I&n, ta day!”, 1a giong
dan 6ng vang téi tai Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw, nhe nhw gid
thoang.

Nang trwdc hét thdi tat ngon dén trén tay, sau dé hwéng ra
ngoai clra sb ha giong nhwng rat nghiém khac néi:

“Nguoi téi nhw thé nay bao ta mat mii ndo ma gdp nguoi
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I”. Hai hang nwé&c mat nang &a ra, ngoai clra sé lai co6 mot
tiéng cwdi khanh khach, noi:

“Ngoc Long mudi mé ctra sb di, cho ta gdp c6”. Ngoc Kiéu
Long tham thé dai mot tiéng, mé clra sé ra. Nguwdi bén
ngoai nhr modt con méo nhay ngay vao, vira vao tdi la
chup vai Ngoc Kiéu Long, Kiéu Long ciing khéng chéng
tra, chi ha giong nai:

“Nguwoi lui lai di!”. Lai hoi:

“Luc chia tay & Tan Cuwong, ta da ndi véi ngwoi nhirng gi?
Bay gi® nguoi quén hét ca roi 47

Hém ram ngwoi con ban tén, qua that ngwoi mudn ép ta
phai chét sao ... ?”.

Giong noi ctia nang mwdi phan thé tham, nhwng nguo|
dan 6ng van cuodi noi:

“Ta t&i Bac Kinh la dé gap c6, cb thap dén di, dé ta nhin
mat c6”. Ngoc Kiéu Long lac d4u lién tiép, noi:

“Nguwoi di mau di! Bay gi¢ ta da khéng phai nhw ta luc &
Tan Cwong rdi, nguoi phai nhé I&i ta néi trudc day, phai di
mau di! Phai theo I&i ta ma lam, sau mdt nam nguwoi hay
tr& lai! Nhwng khdng dworc tdi thé nay, néu khéng ching ta
khéng can gap nhau nira dau!”. Nguwoi dan éng dbi dién
noi:

“Bat ké thé nao c6 cling phai cho ta nhin lai mat cé. Sau
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khi chia tay, ta nam mo ciing thay ¢d, ltc tinh trong mat
cing la c6, sa mac, nui cao, rirng sau, séng I&n, cai vong
trén thanh dao cla ta, chén rwou, chén com khéng ché
nao khdng c6 dung mao cla cd, hdm ay dwdi anh dén ta
khéng nhin thay rd, bay gid ta phai nhin k¥, nhin xong ta
sé dil Loi ¢o noi ta sé 1am, sap tdi ching ta sé 14 vo
chong!”.

Ldc y ndi chuyén khong doi Ngoc Kiéu Long dong y hay
khéng, y da lay hda tap trong ngudi ra théi manh mét cai,
phu mét tiéng, ngon Itra lap tirc bde 1én, trong phong sang
birng. Dw&i anh Itra soi rd tiéu thw Ngoc Kiéu Long méc 4o
ngt bang doan héng, bui téc budng x6a, mat day nwéce
mat then thung tire gian. Lai soi t&i nguwdi dan dng dbi dién
thi y nguyén 1a mét thiéu nién mwdi phan khéi ngd, dién
mao anh tuan, chi la &n mé&c vé cung ky la. Toan than méc
4o vai xanh, dau doi mot cai mi 16ng clru den, mang that
lwng da, trén that lwng cai mét thanh cwong dao dai khéng
t&i hai thwée, chudi dao c6 mét cai vong bang déng. Luc
4y bdn mat nhin nhau mét cai, ngudi kia thi cwdi, Ngoc
Kiéu Long tuy ciing 16 vé dam thdm nhwng van day nguoi
kia noi:

“‘Ngwoi di mau di!

Ngan van 1an nén nghe 1&i ta, di lam di ... Khéng can phai
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t&i day thé nay! Tiéu H6! Ngwoi van 1an phai nghe 1oi tal”.
Nguwoi dan éng tén Tiéu HS dbi dién cling cwdi noi:

“Co drng thwong tam! Lan nay ta di, nhat dinh sé nghe 10
co. Duorc, sé gap lai”. Luc 4y y thdi tat hda tap, day ctra s
bwéece ra.

Ngoc Kiéu Long lai rau ri subt nira ngay, méi déng chat
ctra sb6. Tré lai vao phong, dat gia nén xudng ban, nang lai
nga vat ra giwdng, hai hang nwéc mat 14 cha roi xubng,
wét dAm ca chiéce gdi théu, wét ca chiéc chan gam. Luc ay
dang dém khuya, chiéc déong hd bao thirc trén vach leng
keng khua bén tiéng, con méo ciing da phap phoéng phap
phong thé ngl say bén canh nang, trén gbi van cé tiéng
thdn thire. Ngoc Kiéu Long tiéu thw trong 16ng chua xoét,
nhw ngl ma khéng phai ngti. Nang nhé lai gidc méng
muwdi may nam trwde, nhé lai vang Tan Cuong xa xoi ...
Sach nay viét t&i day phai ké lai qua khir ctia Ngoc Kiéu
Long mét lwot.

Ngoc Kiéu Long theo cha t&i kinh bat qua chi méi bén nam
thang, cudc sdng clia nang trwdc dé hoan toan & Tan
Cuwong. Nang c6 mdt than vd nghé vii diing c6 thé liém
than ché quy, khéo 1éo cé thé trao trang trdém sao, dén nay
cha me nang van khéng biét. Sw phu clia nang tén Cao

Lang Thu, biét hiéu Van Nhan, nguw&i nay co lién quan toi
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A hiép trong “Hac kinh Cén Luan” va anh em “Kiém khi
chau quang’.

Ngudi viét dé co dau cé dudi khdng thé khéng quay ngon
but lai, phai bat dau tr ba mwoi sau nam trwedc (Ngoc Kiéu
Long nam nay muoi chin tudi, nhw vay 1a trwédc khi nang
sinh ra mwdi bady nam). Luc bay gi® cac bac ky nhan trén
giang ho ndi nhau xuat hién:

Ky Quang Kiét, Ly Phwong Kiét, Tinh Huyén thién sw chia
nhau ngu & nam bac Pai Giang hai b& Hoang Ha. Nhuwng
ngwdi dirng dau luc bay gi® 1a Ky hiép Giang Nam Hac lai
an cw & nui Ctru Hoa tai Hoan Nam, tréng tra dé séng,
khéng haéi téi chuyén giang ho.

Giang Nam Hac cé mét sw huynh 14 A Ba, vira cam vira
diéc, trvdc nay khéng ai biét tén ho cla y, chigoiy la A
hiép. Vi theo 1&i Giang Nam Hac v6 nghé clia sw huynh y
con cao gap may lan y. Binh nhat A hiép cung sw dé trong
tra luyén vé, nhwng mét hém y dét nhién théat tung, rét lai y
di dau, séng hay chét thi ngay Giang Nam Hac ciing khéng
biét. Viéc that tung ctia A hiép hon ba mwoi nam truéc lai
gian tiép cé quan hé khéng nhd t&i Ngoc Kiéu Long hién
nay.

Chuyén nay xay ra & huyén Tuy Giang vung s6ng Kim Sa

canh Van Nam, ngoai huyén cé mét thén nhd, cé khoang
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hai mwoi gia dinh sinh sdng. Noi 4y c6 rat nhiéu ngd dong
va hoe liéu, ltc &y dang mua hé, béng xanh rop ca thon.
M6t hdm vao luc xé chiéu, mwa nhd lac rac, trong thon,
ngoai nui, trén dam, séng lén déu khuat sau mot man khoi
day, troi toi dan, trén dwérng da khdng con ngudi di,
nhwng xa xa lai vang t&i tiéng vo ngwa gidm nwéc 16m
bdm, von 1a mot con ngwa den phong t&i, ngwdi trén ngwa
mac &o den, ddi mét chiéc nodn rom réng vanh, cudi ngua
xong pha trong man mwa. Ngw&i nay voc dang khdng cao
cling khéng gay, quan ao khéng co6 vé nghéo khé ciling
khéng cé vé giau co, tudi khodng trén dwéi ndm muwoi. Bo
rau tuy da cao nhwng lai moc kha dai, cé rat nhiéu soi bac.
Sau yé&n ngwa c6 mét cai bao khéng I&n 1am, lam bang vai
dau nén khéng thAm nwéc, nhwng 4o quan cutia y déu siing

wort.
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Vwong Do Lw

Ngoa H6 Tang Long
H6i 5

Cay dang nhan gian, khéc tir La Tiéu H6
Xa v&i gio cat, hon durt Ngoc Kiéu Long

Con ngudi ky la ndy bén yén ngwa con cé mét thanh kiém,
nwéc muwa theo chudi kiém nhd xubng, y di thang vao thén
quay dau nhin hai bén. Nguwdi trong thdn co 18 &n com toi
xong da di ngQ, vi vay chi con mét ngdi nha ctra 1am bang
canh rao con ¢é anh dén nhw rang chiéu xuyén qua man
muwa mo mit.

Nguwoi dy bén xudng ngua, y di chan khéng chi budc hai
cd, di dwdi mua rat tién. Y mot tay dat ngwa, mot tay day
clra, clra vira mé ra, y khéng chat khach khi dat ngwa vao
trong. Vién lac nay khéng I&n, chi cé hai gian nha cé.
Nguoi kia dat ngwa vao, trong phong lai khéng cé ai nghe
thdy. Nguwoi kia bén budng ngwa ra kéo ctra vao phong,
nguyén trong phong ngoai ndi niéu dé dung linh tinh chi cd

may gia sach, mot thu sinh dang doc sach dwdi anh dén,
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chi thdy miéng y map may nhwng khoéng hiéu y doc gi. Luc
ay thw sinh di nhién da nhin thay vi khach khéng moi nay,
vOi dirng day hoi “Ngwoi tir dau téi ? Tai sao khéng go
ctra, lai xd¢ vao phong ta?”. Vi khach lai giwong mat, chi
chi vao miéng rdi xua xua tay biéu thi y khéng biét noi. Luc
ay thw sinh rat ngac nhién, tw nhu “Sao gitra lUc chiéu toi
tréi mwa ma nguwdi cdm nay con t&i nhw vay? ..., bén cam
bat dinh viét chir hdi y t&i lam gi. Nguwoi cadm Iay trong
ngwoi ra mét cai bao vai nhé wdt sling dat 1én ban, mé ra,
trong c6 may nén vang, con cé mét to gidy. Nguwdi cadm chi
vao t& gidy, trén viét “Canh Luc Nwong thén Pong Hoa
huyén Tuy Giang”. Thu sinh xem xong khdong kim duoc
kinh ngac, dan mat do xét ngwdi cadm nay. Ngwdi cam lai
dung tay ra hiéu héi Canh Luc Nwong dang & dau. Thw
sinh lai viét may dong hai ngudi cam tr dau téi, tim Canh
Luc Nuwong co chuyén gi ? Nhwng ngudi cam nay mot chiv
cling khéng biét nén thw sinh danh theo y ra ngoai, thay
con ngwa, bao goi kiém, bén bat chap mwa dan y ra céng,
chi gian nha cach dé hai can phia tay l1a nha ngu®i y mudn
tim. Ngwdi cam cuwdi chap tay biéu thi y cam on roi dat
ngwa di.

Thw sinh trong nay rat ngac nhién, quay vé phong, khéng

doc sach nira. Mwa dém rat I&n, y rén rén t&i trudc clra
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nha Canh Luc Nwong, ding cach hang rao nghe Ién. Chi
nghe bén trong rao cé tiéng ngwa hi, cling cé tiéng U & cta
nguwdi cadm va tiéng cwdi hi hi ctia phu ni¥, van khéng hiéu
rd la chuyén gi. Thw sinh vira nghi ngo vira trc gian, ben
tr& vé nha.

Nguyén thuw sinh nay tén Cao Lang Thu, biét hiéu Van
Nhan, la Ta tai nhwng nhiéu lan thi khdng dau, hién da hai
muwoi sau hai mwoi bay tudi van Ia mét Sinh vién. Cha me
y déu da mat, nhwng vi y thi mai khéng dau nén hay hon
wdc da dinh tir nhd. Y ¢6 nguwdi anh rudt tén Mau Xuan,
lam chirc Tri huyén nhé & tinh Ha Nam, y chi mot than mét
minh & day, cé hai gian nha cd, khéng c6 nra mau rudng,
cling khéng can 1am rudng. Y chi ngay ngay trong phong
viét chi¥, vé tranh, gay dan, doc sach. Sach y doc rat phirc
tap, khéng chi c6 ¢b van kinh si, trén ti thién van dia ly,
dwdi tdi y bde tinh twédng y déu nghién ciru tap luyén, lai
thdng hiéu binh thw, tinh thédng kiém phap, 1a nguwdi ndi
tiéng nhat trong thén, ai ciing biét “Cao tu tai van v toan
tai”. Tuy tudi y khéng cao nhwng trong thén cé chuyén gi
cling déu mubn t&i thinh gido vy, y 1a “Thanh nhan” trong
thon.

Pdng thi trong thén con cé mét phu nir ai cling khinh ré

nhwng ai cling so hai, thi chinh la Canh Luc Nwong, ngoai
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hiéu & Bich nhan ho ly. Cha Bich nhan ho ly la mét tén dai
dao, ba ndm trwdc da bi quan bat x& chém, chi con lai mot
minh thi. Thi bén di khap noi, thwéng may thang khéng
quay vé. Thi la khué ni», luc ay chwa qua hai mwoi bon hai
muwoi 18m tudi, chwa lay ai. Nhwng cé Van an tién sinh
trong huy&n quen biét vai thi, thwéng & lai nha thi, hai
ngwdi gibng nhw vo chdng. Van an tién sinh 1a Phi Ba
Than, tudi khoang ba muwoi, Ia ban déng song ctia Cao
Lang Thu, hon nira con la ban két giao thi tou.

Lac &y Cao Lang Thu thdy ban minh may hém nay khéng
t&i, ngwdi dan ba ay lai rd ré mét nguwdi cdm téi & chung, y
rat tirc gian! Hém sau tréi van con mwa, Phi Ba Than van
chwa tlr thanh vé, Cao Lang Thu ciing khéng dam di tim.
Y cang khéng ¢6 c& gi di tim Bich nhan hé ly chat van thay
ban.

Khéng ng& qua hai hdm, tr¢i da tanh mwa, nguwdi cam do
coéng nhién & lai nha Bich nhan hd ly. Bich nhan hé ly cling
céng nhién déi dau téc, dbi cach an méc nhw phu niv cé
chéng, néi véi ngudi trong thén “Chéng ta tdi rdi ! Tuy y
cam nhuwng y rat co tién, ndm ngoai bon ta quen nhau &
ngoai, cé ban bé 1am mai méi. Nha y tréng rat nhiéu tra, y
déu ban hét t&i day sbéng vai ta. Hién bon ta it nhét cling

c6 may ngan lwong bac, bon ta muén mua dét, xay trang
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trai, con mudn am bong con nha!”.

Nguwoi trong thén déu cuwdi tham chivi tham y thi, nhwng
ngwdi cadm do lai rat tét, ngay ngay mac y phuc gibng nhw
mét than si. Tuy khéng biét ndi nhwng gdp ngwoi gia trong
thén y déu chap tay cwdi chao, gap tré con y rat thich xoa
dau, gap ngudi nghéo khd y méc tién ra bé thi. Hon niva y
thwérng vao thanh mua thubc, chi théu, vai, thirc diém tam
tang biéu lang giéng. Moi ngudi déu dwoc y chao hdi nén
khéng ai néi y 1a nguwdi xau, déu goi y 1a “Nguwéi cam tot”,
khién Bich nhan ho ly ciing rat an phan, va lai thanh danh
cling dan dan phuc hoi.

Sau muwoi ngay, chot mét hém Phi Ba Than t&i nha Cao
Lang Thu hdi rd su tinh, hdm hwc néi:

“Bon hd ly nwong dé that khéng co lwong tdm! Ta khodng
bao vé thi & nha mén thi thi con co6 thé & day sao ? Thij cod
may vu an I&n déu nam trong tay ta, néu ta néi toac ra, thi
sé& bj bat t&i nha mén xtr tdi chét! Nay thi goi ga cam thé 16
tor dau téi, lai cdng nhién séng nhw vo' chéng véi thi. Ga
cam c¢6 nhiéu tién nhw vay, chac ciing la mét cwdng dao!
Lang Thu huynh, huynh ct lo chuyén ra tay danh nguoi,
danh chét hay bi thwong déu co ta!”.

Cao Lang Thu ciing tw khoe kiém phap cao siéu, lién xach

kiém cung di. T&i nha gd clra van khéng thady mé, ho dirng
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ngoai hang rao nghe ngong thi thy ngwdi cdm dang day
Bich nhan ho ly luyén vé. Ngwdi cAm than tha mau le, tay
quyén nhw sao bang chép xet. Cao Lang Thu vira nhin
thdy, so hai voi gidu thanh kiém sau mét tdng da, khéng
dam theo Phi Ba Than di vao.

Giay lat ctra tre mé ra, Phi Ba Than xdng xdc buéc vao.
Cao Lang Thu ding ngoai hang rao nhin vao, thay ngudi
dan ba kia nhw van chwa quén tinh cd, nhin Phi Ba Than
noi:

“Nguoi dirng ghen, ta lay y chi vi y c6 tién va ta hoc vd voi
y.

Xwa nay hai ta vui vé nhw vay, bay gi® van vui vé nhu vay,
chi can dirng dé y biét 1a dwoc!”. Ngwdi cdm dirng bén
canh ngan ra, ciing khéng rd vo' y néi gi v&i ngudi nay.
Phi B& Than trietng méat hai:

“Ga cam nay lam ghé gi? Y tén gi?

La cd mudn 4y y hay y cay cé vé nghé cuwéng chiém cd?”.
Bich nhan hé ly lac v tAm than cao I&n, khudn mat dai
mim cudi, s& déa hoa cai bén dau néi:

“Déu khong phai! Nguwoi cdm nay tén gi ho gi, ngay ta
cling khéng ré. Nhwng tiéng tam cla y rat I1&n, trén giang
hd khéng ai khéng biét, co néi nguoi cling khéng hiéu.

Nhwng nguoi cr yén tam, ta véi y vén khéng cé tinh cdm
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gi, vi nam ngoai ta t&i Giang Nam tham sw ca, quen y trén
duwong. Ta biét y 1a ngwdi ndi tiéng nhét trén giang hé bén
lam quen v&i y, khbng ngd y gap ta, héi ta tru & dau, ta
bén nh& nha tro viét ché & cho y. Ta von nghi duwdng xa
nhw vay y quyét khdng thé téi, khdng ngd vy téi that!”. Phi
B4 Than tirc gidn ddm chan noi:

“Y t&i that thi ¢6 lay y that a?”. Bich nhan ho ly ciing sa
sam mat noi:

“Nguwoi dirng trat gian voi ta, ta dau phai vg nguoi hay
ngwdi ngwoi mua! Birng noi ta lay nguwdi cam, ta co lay
ngwdi mu nguwoi ciing khéng quan dwec!”. Phi Ba Than
gian run ngwdi noi blra:

“Duoc, dwoc! Day 1a ¢d noéi nhé, ta nhé rdi, vé sau dirng
hdi han!”. Hai ngudi cai nhau, ngwdi cdm thay nglra mét
tron mat da Phi Ba Than mdt cwdc nga 1an ra dat. Phi Ba
Than gwong ngdi day chiri:

“Thang gidc cam!

Ngwoi dam danh ta a! Ta la tién sinh cia nha mon!”.
Ngwoi cAm lai khéng biét y néi gi, ndm mot chan y ném ra
ngoai, than hinh Phi Ba Than tw trong nha bay qua hang
rao, huych huych! “Oi chao !”, xwong swdn clia y nhw gay
vun, khéng bd day ndi nira. Ngwdi cam bén trong déng

ctra lai, Cao Lang Thu t&i diu ban vé& nha. Phi Ba Than
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dau qué nhe cé rang ra, khdng ngirng ch*i mang, dinh vé
nha mén goi sai dich t&i 1ap tirc bat ca nguwdi cadm va tinh
nhan cua y di. Cao Lang Thu xua tay noi:

“Khéng dwoc! Huynh khéng nghe nguwdi dan ba doé vira noi
sao? Nguwdi cdm dé qua khdng phai 1a nhan vat tdm
thwérng dau. Huynh khéng biét chir vé nghé cua y ta thay
khéng vira dau, nén huynh goi sai dich t&i khédng nhirng
udng cong di lai ma con khién y trat gian 1&én huynh, bat c
lic ndo y cling co thé giét huynh!”. Phi Ba Than nghe t&i
doé cang run cam cap, danh can rang nubt gian, quay vé
thanh dwéng thwong. Nhwng rét cudc y van la Van an tién
sinh trong nha mén, quyén thé van dang so, vi vay dén
hém sau Bich nhan hoé ly Canh Luc Nwong lai vo vao
thanh mua do, gidu ngudi cdm dén tham y trude. T do
hai ngu®i bi mat néi lai tinh ¢, nhwng Phi Ba Than ciing
khéng dam téi thén Bdng Hoa niva.

Trong thén Péng Hoa nguwdi cam vui vé hwédng thu hanh
phuc gia dinh ma subt nira doi y chwa dwoc hwdng. Luc
ranh réi thi y truyén thu may chiéu vé nghé cho tinh nhan
hay dung tay ra hiéu néi chuy&n phiém véi ngudi cung
thon.

Y da som quén sw dé Giang Nam Hac trén nui Clru Hoa.

Nhwng méi khi day v& cho Canh Luc Nwong y déu thay co
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mobt nguwdi dirPng ngoai ctra lén nhin vao, dé chinh la Tu tai
ban thén. Y ciing khéng thém dé y, vi chat vé nghé day
cho Canh Luc Nwong nay chang qua chi Ia méot phan tram
trong vd nghé cla y. Cho du ngudi khac hoc dwoc hét thi
so v&i y van nhw éch ngbi day giéng, phu du lay cay, con
kém réat xa!

Cénh Luc Nwong thay Cao Lang Thu thwéng cha y ho
luyén v, trong long rat buc boi nhwng cling khéng tién can
trd, vi y la “Thanh nhan” trong ban thén va la ban than cua
Phi Ba Than, hon niva biét rd y 1a con mot sach. Tuy y biét
s dung kiém, nhwng néu mudn hoc Ién vé nghé cao tham
nay cling khéng dé.

Cw thé qua hon mét nam, nguwdi cdm dan dan nghéo di,
Bich nhan hé ly déi x&r v&i y ciing lanh nhat dan, lai vi
nguw®i cdm vén ranh rdi thi luyén vd, nhwng chiu khéng ndi
hon ndm muoi tudi lai 14y vo, vi vay y ngay cang suy yéu,
dan dan dé bénh. Phi Ba Than lai thwong téi trong thén, bi
mat gap Canh Luc Nwong ban tinh.

M6t hém, 1a ngay dau xuan thang ba, lai 1a mét budi chiéu
muwa l4c rac, chot trong nha nguwdi cdm vang Ién tiéng
khéc 16¢ dau thwong. Cao Lang Thu dang trong phong mét
minh nghién ctru tap luyén vdé nghé ma y hoc lén [au nay,

chot nghe am thanh ky dj 4y lién dirng tay budc ra ding
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dwdi mwa nghiéng tai 1ang nghe. Chi nghe hai ba tiéng
khoc ciia Canh Luc Nwong, nhwng Iap tire dirng han. Cao
Lang Thu voi di ra cdng, di vai bwdc thi t&i nha Canh Luc
Nwong, day clra mét cai, thay ctra khéng dong, y bén thi
trién vé nghé hoc 1én réi luyén tap may ngay vira qua, vot
qua hang rao lwét vao phong. Chi thay nguwdi cam da chét
trén giwong, thi thé trum chan bdng I&n dé 16 mat ra, nhin
vé mat thé tham cé thé biét ngwdi cam chét tuy vi bénh
nhwng cling con c6 nguyén nhan khac.

Bich nhan ho ly tw cadm thay hoc di vé nghé roi, tién danh
dum cda ngwdi cam lai da hét sach, y con sbng la cai dinh
trong mat, vi vay ... trong long Cao Lang Thu hiéu ré. Bich
nhan hé ly gid v& khoc hai tiéng, biéu thj cho hang xém
biét ngwdi cAm nguwdi cadm da chét, thj lai dang kiém tra cai
bao ma ngu®i cadm trwde nay tuyét khéng cho ai dung dén.
M& bao ra xem, thj vé cung that vong, thi ra hoan toan
khéng cé vang bac ma chi cé hai quyén sach cii nat ! Bich
nhan hé ly khéng biét chi, thi dang tirc gian, béng Cao
Lang Thu lwét vao khién chj giat ndy minh.

DP6i mat clia Cao Lang Thu nhin 1&n trén bia sach, y 1ap
tirc nhw nhin thay ky tran dj bao, trong long mng r&
nhwng khéng 16 ra mat, chi cwdi nhat noi:

“Khéng can so! Ta sém nghi ra Phi B4 Than va nguoi

335



mudn [am viéc nay, nhwng cac ngwoi dau can lam thé, y
biét tw chét dwoc ma. Yén tam di! Ta khéng tb céo cac
ngwoi, nhwng ta mudn mwon xem hai quyén sach cil
nay!”. Bich nhan ho ly ca sach ciing khdng biét gi® ra, chi
noi:

“Nguwoi cam dil That ta ciing rat héi han”. Cao Lang Thu
cwdi nhat noi:

“Nguwoi hdi han ciing da mudn, vé sau hay dé phong ban
bé clia nguwoi chét nay tim ngwoi bao thu!”, néi xong cam
sach di.

HAm sau, Bich nhan hé ly lo viéc mai tang nguwdi cam, Phi
Ba Than ciing t&i giup d&. Cao Lang Thu tr dé khéng ra
khéi nha, qua hon mét thang, trong thén khéng c6 chuyén
gi xay ra. Cao Lang Thu lai ban hét nha ctra va sach vé,
roi huyén Tuy Giang di biét tich.

Nguyé&n ngu®i cadm dé lai hai quyén sach, mbi quyén déu
t&i bbn ndm tram trang, bia sach viét “Ctru Hoa quyén
kiém toan thw, Giang Nam Hac viét va vé&”, bén trong tranh
nhiéu chi¥ it. Tuy tranh vé déu rat don so, chi¥ ciing viét
rat xau, nhwng quyén, kiém, diém huyét ma nguoi gia nui
Hoa Son truyén thu va du th loai vé nghé xuéat quy nhap
than déu & trong d6. Hon niva vi ngudi vé 1a Giang Nam

Hac tinh thédng hét thay, dau 6c tinh té, v& quyén sach nay
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la d& nguwdi cAm xem, vi vay khéng ché ndo khéng ré rang,
ndi cdng ngoai cong déu day da téi noi téi chdn. Puoc
quyén sach nay, néu chju bd cdng hoc tap, khéng lo khéng
thé luyén theo.

Cao Lang Thu von la nguwdi cwe ky théng minh, lai von biét
mot it kiém phap, vi vay y dwoc quyén sach nay lién di
thang t&i Ha Nam. Luc b4y gi& Cao Mau Xuan anh y d3
thang nhiém Théng phan pht Nhir Nam, rat twong dac voi
Tri pha Ha Tung, bén tién ct» Cao Lang Thu lam thw bién
trong nha mén. Cao Lang Thu vén mwon dé dé an than
trdn tranh Bich nhan ho ly tim y doi sach, ky thuwe y thwdng
tim kiém chd tinh hoa trong hai quyén sach nay, mbi tbi
nhan luc moi ngwdi da ngu say luyén tap. Ngoai viéc lam
van thw trong nha mén hang ngay thi ngam tho uéng
rwou, ngudi khac chi biét [a y mé sach, nhwng khdng biét
y dang ngdm ngam nghién ctru tap luyén ban linh cla phi
hiép.

Lac &y trong thanh Nhir Nam c6 mdt danh si tén Duong
Tiéu Trai, gia dao giau cd, 1a ngwdi phong Iwu phéng tung,
khinh d&i ngao vat, gan bén muoi tudi van thuwong lui toi
dwdng hoa ngd liéu. Y |1a ban than cla Pha dai Ha dai
nhan ban pha, lai 1a anh em két nghia véi Cao Mau Xuan,

vi vay quen Cao Lang Thu.
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Hai ngwoi thi tlru qua lai rat twong dac, nhwng Cao Lang
Thu van gidu y chuy&n nghién ctwu tap luyén vé nghé, y
cling khéng hé biét.

HAm 4y la tiét Poan ngo thang nam, trong nha mén nhwng
viéc cobng, Cao Lang Thu theo ca ca y t¢i pha riéng chuc
tét Phi dai dai nhan va Pha dai phu nhan xong bén di ra
khdi nha mén. Luc bay gid khéng con sém, trdi nang
chang chang, y khéng kim dwoc ngap mét cai, vi subt dém
qua khéng ngu, doan “Cau hon doat phach kiém” trong
sach clia ngwdi cAm khién y rat mat thoi gian, dén luc y y
van chwa hiéu rd. Y vira di vira suy nghi, va vao nguoi
khac ciing khéng biét. Pang di bdng nghe c6 ngudi goi
“Lang Thu huynh!”. Cao Lang Thu dirng lai nhin quanh mét
lic khéng thdy ai quen, chot nghe trén dau c6 ngudi noi
“Md&i I&n lau!”. Cao Lang Thu bay gi&® ma&i ngang Ién.
Nguyén canh d6 1a mét tiru 1au rat nhé, Dwong Tiéu Trai
dang cui xuéng lan can goi y. Cao Lang Thu vdi vong tay
Noi:

“O, ta dang dinh di chac tét huynh I”, r6i buéc vao, nguyén
dwdi lau la mdt con dwéng théng ra vién sau, & d6 dwéng
nhw ¢ rat nhiéu ngudi &. Y vin cai cu thang chat hep di
|&n, thay trong d6 méi la quay rwou, chi co ba bdn chd

ngdi, ngoai Dwong Tiéu Trai khéng cé tiru khach nao.
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Cao Lang Thu bén vong tay cudi hoi:

“Tiéu Trai huynh, hém nay la tét Poan ngo, sao |do huynh
khédng & nha udng rwou ma lai t&i day ngoi tro troi mot
minh?”. Dwong Tiéu Trai c6 vé ngwong ngung khdng dap,
chi nai:

“M&i ngdi, m&i ngdi, huynh & day ciing 1a mot ¢d khéach
noi chan tréi, gap ngay tét chac cé nhiéu cdm khai. Nao,
huynh va ta can mét chén da!”. Cao Lang Thu hiéu phu
nhan trong nha Dwong Tiéu Trai la nguoi rat kho wa, vo
chong déu gan t& tuan ma khéng cé con gai, phu nhan van
khéng cho phép y cuwdi thiép. Hom nay chéc lai cai nhau
nén y mé&i mot minh t&i day ubng rwou giai sau.

Lién d6 Dwong Tiéu Trai lai quay lai sang chwéng quy noi
“Ham mot hii rwou di I”. Chwdng quy da mét tiéng, quay
sang mot ngwdi sau rém clra trong quay néi mot cau. Do
mot ltc thi thdy mét ban tay ngoc nhd nhan tr trong rém
clra gio ra, tay ao mau xanh, dwa mét hi rwou cho
chwéng quy. Chudng quy 1a mot ngudi thap nhé khoang
nam muoi tudi, y dem hi rwou téi dé trén ban. Cao Lang
Thu bét giac ngan ra, khi chwdng quy da quay di méi hoi
nhé “Chl quan ruwou nay cé dem gia quyén theo sao?”.
Dwong Tiéu Trai néi “Chi 1a hai vo' chéng dan theo mét

dlra con gai”, dang néi chot thdy mét co gai dwdi thang di
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lén, mac quan 4o mai ngay tét, voc dang cling khéng dep,
voi va di vao sau rém clra trong quay dan ra mot cd gai
khac cao hon mét chat, véc dang cd gai nay qua that xinh
dep, tubi khéng qua mudi 1dm mudi sau, tdc den mat
sang, trén dau cai mot con hé vang két bang chi vang, day
la kiéu trang diém trong ngay Doan ngo, médc quan 4o mau
xanh dot chudi. Nang nhin Dwong Tiéu Trai lung liéng,
nhw cw®i ma khéng phai cudi, roi theo cd gai tdi tim
xubng lau. Cao Lang Thu m&i hiéu ra, cuwdi noi:

“Chang la gi Ido huynh hém nay van t&i day, thi ra trong
nay khéng nhirng cé rwegu, ma con cé my nhan!”. Dwong
Tiéu Trai noi:

“Huynh thay trén dau c6 nwong dé cai mot con hd bang chi
khéng? L4y doé lam dé tai, chung ta mdi ngudi phai lam
mot bai tho, néu khong thi phat rwou!”, réi 14y tw trong
nguwdi hdp mue, gidy but luén mang theo ra. Udng mot
hép ruou, lap tiee lam ra mét bai tho, dwa cho Cao Lang
Thu xem, lai la:

Poan ngo nha nha treo 14 ngai, Ta theo mai téc ngdm giai
nhan, Gi6 théng trang ndi khdng gam thét Mubn canh
thuyén quyén héa cop van.

Cao Lang Thu gat gat dau noi “Tho hay 1dam!”, rdi cling lam

mot bai. Hai ngudi cao hirng ubng rwou, ban luan chuyén
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kim c6. Budi trwa Cao Lang Thu va Dwong Tiéu Trai
thwdrng gap nhau & tiru lau ndy. Y dan dan biét c6 nwong
cua tiru 1au nay tén Sanh C6, chwa ga chong nhwng vi gia
canh ban han nén méi gidp La Ldo Thwe cha nang buén
ban & day. Cao Lang Thu, Dwong Tiéu Trai ngay ngay téi
day, dwong nhién dan dan déu quen biét cha con ho La.
Nhwng dbi v&i c6 nwong 4y Cao Lang Thu khéng co y gi,
mét la vi y thdy Dwong Tiéu Trai da s&m khuynh dao vi
tinh, y chang qua chi la khach lam ban, hai la vi y chi
chuyén tdm vao hai quyén sach ngwdi cam dé lai, sac dep
trong méat y gidbng nhw phu van, khéng thé Iwu lai 4n twong
gi sau dam.

Nhwng hdm nay Cao Lang Thu lai phai hen véi Duong
Tiéu Trai, xong viéc nha mén lai t&i téu 1au, maéi t&i dwéi
lau da nghe & trén cé mét trang tiéng ngwdi huyén ndo. Y
voi chay 1én chi thy hai dai han dang tim La Lao Thuc
danh, nguwoi vo thi dang trong quay kéu khoc xua tay noi:
“Dirng danh! Bwrng danh!

Hai vi gia ...”. Sanh C6 thi nép vao ngwdi Duwong Tiéu Trai,
so hai gibng nhw con buwédm nhé gdp mwa gié nip dwdi 14
cay, nwdc mat 1a cha. Dwong Tiéu Trai vira che ché ngudi
yéu vira dam chan noi:

“That khéng ¢6 vwong phap gi ca !”, vira thdy Cao Lang
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Thu 18n 1au, y bén néi “Lang Thu huynh! Mau t&i nha mén
goi ngwdi dan hai ngudi nay dil”. Cao Lang Thu lai xua tay
noi “Khéng can!

Khéng can!”, réi buwdce tdi kéo hai ngwoi kia ra. Hai nguoi
quay lai dinh danh y, Cao Lang Thu bén thi trién cach diém
huyét hoc dwoc trong sach, phéng chi diém huyét hai dai
han to khée nhw trAu nga 1an ra san lau.

Luc bay gi® trén phd cé nhiéu ngudi nghe tiéng huyén nao
chay I&n lau xem, nhwng vira thay hai ngwdi kia nam trén
san lau nhw da chét, bén so hai am am chay xudng.
Chwéng quy La Lao Thwc bj v& dau chdy mau, ngbi &
chan twdng bo day khdng ndi. Y bén la 1én:

“Troi oil Lat niva ngudi cda tiéu diém ho nhat dinh toi tra
thu cho ho, quan rwou nay cla ta chac bj pha tan mat!”.
Dwong Tiéu Trai xua tay néi “Khéng hé gi! Ngwoi dirvng
so, quan tw hai mat déu cé ta”, réi quay qua Cao Lang Thu
noi:

“Lang Thu huynh & day bado vé vo chdng vy, ta dwa cod
nwong nay toi nha lang giéng tam tranh cho nang khoi
kinh so!”. Cao Lang Thu gat dau noi:

“Duwoc! Cho cd nwong tam xudng lau tranh ciing duoc”.
Lac &y Cao Lang Thu hién ngang drng chan & thang lau,

Dwong Tiéu Trai bdo vé Sanh C6 xudng lau, m&i xubng
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may bac thi thdy bén ngoai cé may dai han xéng vao.
Nguwdi cAm dau tudi khoang bdn muoi tré lai, tuy khéng
cao I&n nhwng dang vé rat hung div, ngwc ao phanh ra, tay
cam cuwong dao, dan theo may nguwdi nhw dinh 1&n [3u trd
thu cho ha