Vi Trong Phung
HO sé liu ho liu sé sang

Khéng ai ¢ thé thidy mot gia dinh thir hai nita gidng gia dinh nha
danh hoa Khoi Ky. Cur cai tén cuia 0ng chu cling da du ngd
nghinh rdi, nhung c6 budc vao nha dng ndy, ta mai thay nhiéu
cai la. Co thé bao réng ddi véi nha nay, cuoc doi la mot tran cuoi

quanh nam.

Bit ctr dén luc nao, 6ng con ding ngoai thém ong ciing di thay
vang vang dua ra nhirng tiéng dan nguyét nhu bong, nhu tram,
hoic tiéng cai nhi Saigoong rén ri. Néu vao dén cin phong lam
viéc ctia nha hoa si, thi that 1a mét sy la 1dm, néu ong khong théy
v6 hat dwa ban tung toe ddy san, vai cai dia con thira lac dac may
miéng banh khéch, gidy bong vo keo, hay may chai rugu ngot
chi con it can, hay cai 4o "cao cao" vai doi giay mang ca mdi cua
cac tiéu thu. Ay 13 khong ké mot déng ngdn ngang nhimng sao véi
ho, nhitng dan véi nhi, cai ndo cling dut gidy long phiém, dya lao
dao vao mdgt x6 gac, mot thanh ghé, hoac may 13m moi dugc treo

can than trén tuong.

Vi rang Tuyét Nuong v6i Bach Van déu 1a hai ¢6 gai quy cia



nha danh hoa Khoi Ky dan ciing hay, ca lai cang "ndo" 1am. That
1a nhitng nang tién sa cdi thé, ring 16ng lanh hon mit hoa tai
dam, nudc da min hon ca quan lua trang, toc den lay lay, c6 mau

mun hon cad khan nhung.

Chinh ra, Khoi Ky khong c6 dia vi gi trong nha, chi Tuyét nwong

va Bach Van mai 1a hai "ba" cAm quyén thay ong chu.

Ong b thuong day tir lic ba con hang phd chua ai nghe banh
Tay noéng, gioi rét thi quan thém cai chin da, khoac thém cai 4o
dadara ngéi ké, do, vach, diém tron son, tron thudc dé cho ba
v quy voi hai ¢d gai quy ndm won xéac chd dén gio hoc budi
sang dugc ra choi. Ong tuy c6 tai nhung chua "an thua" gi ca.
Ong van con nghéo 1dm nén lam an rat chi cham chi, nhiing
mong c6 mot ngay kia... Mot vai cudc trién 1dm cua dng t6 chirc
v6i may anh em d3 htra cho ong con dudng twong lai ruc rd.
Nhung, vo v6i con ma 6ng phai nai lung ra nudi mot cach rat vat
va chi nhiing bat 6ng sim khin san, gidy mang c4, ciing khién

ong du "léch nghiép" roi.

Ba vg 6ng khong nhiing tay vao mot viéc gi ca. Rat dep khi mai
cudi, rat duoc nhi€éu nguoi ho nha chong kinh yéu chi vi céi sac,

ba tudc con tu hao 1a mdt ngudi dan ba dep, va, sau la mot nguoi



dan ba dep tir xua! Di 12 mot nguoi thud xua rat dep, nay ba
chan hét moi sy, chi con biét mua rét thi trim chén ngu k¥, nuc
dén thi g0i1 dau roi xda toc ra quat, doc tiéu thuyét trén mot cai
vong lac ndo ciing kéu "kiu ca kiu kit" méc 16 khip gian phong.
Cho nén mdi khi ba diing tay vao viéc gi thi ca nha nhu mot xir

nao gap nan dong dat vay.

- Con Van! Cai kéo cua tao dé dau roi thé?... Oi Tuyét! Cai dé

vo1 cudn chi & hom may da vat dau?

Cir nheo nhéo thé sudt ngay!

ROi thi, Tuyét ciing nhu Van, hai ¢6 tia nhau mé hom, mé tiL.
Sau mot hoi réi rit tim chia khda méi md duoc thi chang thay
dau la kim, dau la dé, dau la chi ma toan mo phai nhiing diia,
nhiing thia, nhitng khuy 4o, guong cii, hop sit tay, lo thay tinh,
khong biét dira khi nao da nhét ca vao day, va cat diy dé lam gi

...

Ca moi do vat bay trong nha ciing c6 mot vé ky la lam.

Ctr hai, ba thang lai don mdt 1an nén phong khach ciing nhu

phong ngu trong déu c6 vé "chua bay xong" hoac "dén mai xEp



don" cua nhitng nha ma&i c6 viéc ban ron hom qua. Va lai, a1 hoi
dén cai gi ciing khong thay ca thi con bay bién cai quai gi? Mién
13 6ng bd van tim thay du cai mil, doi gidy, ba mé: mot cudn tiéu
thuyét Tam Ha Nam Pudng, hai ¢6 con gai: phan, sap, khin
nhung. Mién ra ngoai dudng, ba con phai nham 14 nha co cuia.
Canh ctra nhd hé mé ngudi to mo di ngoai phd ¢6 thé nhin trom
thdy cai ta ché kham nhung mit kinh v& chira c6 tién thay. Hodc

trén ban thd, cai bat nhang stt vi méo nhay da.

Co khi, ngéi vao mam, d3 cat diia, ong bd méi sung sOt tu trach
rang quén chang dé danh tién mua 14y cai lién @ com. Gip khi
nao hon hai gio ma hai ¢6 gai quy méi théi com xong thi chiéu
dén da co 1énh cua ba truyén rang: "Méi an com tir luc hai gid

chiéu khong phai thoi com, dé chd hang pho t6i".

Mot canh tugng rat thudng nhung nghi cho cung, that cam dong:
bdn nguoi cung, ké ngdi, ngudi ding, bung may bat phd voi hap
sut soat & ngay chd canh cira bude vao. Cam cai khin mit ban
nhu lau khin ban, ong bd hip voi chén nudce r6i lai quay vao

cam c0 lam viéc, chang kip xia rang!

Trong cai canh btra bon v0 trat tu ay, cai than nhién, cai binh tinh

cuia ba me v&i hai ¢6 thi that 1a nhitng ky cong cia tao hod!



Trong 6¢ may ngudi ndy déu chira nhitng tu tudng gi khac, chir
khong trang qua mot tu tudng nao vé viée té gia nodi trg bao gio.
Cho nén Tuyét Nuong thi dn van theo gai Sai Gon, con Bach
Van gai Hué. Con ba me, ndm chao minh trong vdng, sdng mot
cach ué oai véi bo truyén Phong than mo mang dén cai sic dep

thua xua.

Nha danh hoa Khoi Ky thi luc nao cling hon hé tuoi cudt nhu

dtra tré con dugc mac ao dep.

Mién sao lic nao ciing dugc thdy bén tai khanh khach tiéng cudi
ctia hai c6 con gai quy, ong bd c6 thé nai lung ra 1am viéc, kéo
cay tra ng, ng vg, ng con. Hé c6 con gai nling niu, tho thé bén tai
"Céu cho con mua cai san" (gidu mo!) "Cau cho con mua cai
vong" v.v... 1a 6ng bd gat dau ngay, moc vi ldy tién ngay, du gao

ngay mai chua trong dugc vao dau cling mac!...

Ciing 1am khi céc ¢ ngdi can cu kim chi day, nhung 4o rach dén
x4 vai ctia bo ciing khong thady miéng va, bit tit ctia bo thing nhu
ray bot cling chang duoc soi mang, cac ¢ chi biét théu hang
tram hang nghin nhitng chiéc mui xoa c6 canh héng con budm,
dé ting nhiing ai ai thi phai, ché cling khong thay dé ban bao
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Céc 0ng, cac ba c6 duge han hanh 1an nao gip nhitng c6 gai quy,
rat tan tién ay khong? Nao c6 khoé gi dau, biéng viéc nha nhung
cham chi viéc nguoi, nhitng cudc dién kich, dién cai lvong Nam
Ky, viéc nghia hoac cac budi cho phién, ddi véi céc co khong
mot dip nao khong du vao ban td chtrc. Chi boi thé, cac ¢o van

phai mudn chong.

Vi rang ct trong cai canh gia dinh ra ngoai khudn mau hang
nghin van dam cua cac co, cir nghe giong ba me cua cac ¢6 san
sat, nheo nhéo ca ngay, thi du trong dam cong tor da cam giong
Nam ai, Vong c6 hoai lang, Van Thién Tudng cia cac ¢, ciing
c¢6 nhiéu cau mudn rude ngay cac cd vé nhung phan nhiéu déu
ngai ngﬁn, tu hoi vo1 tu doa: "Co nén léy nd lam ngudi vo quy

"

cua minh?" hodc l1a "Néu ta lay no thi r61 ta dén bo me ta!...".

Nguoi tir té 1am an, d3 khong ai ddm rang dén rdi, ma ca cai bon
"mil 1éch vai so" cling khong manh nao dam rudc. Pa danh 1a,
dén nha hoa sy Khoi Ky nghe hat, nghe dan 1 tha, 13 vui, 13 cam
lam nhung méy 6ng tai tir Nam Ky d6i mii d6 muyc, quén cai
khan quang sac so, 1€ doi dép Nhat, dan hay, ca thao, hut thube 14
cling thao, ddi v6i con mat bon nay di nhu dinh nhu gai... ay 1a

khong ké trong khi mai vui nghe hét, nghe dan, bon nay phai



chiu cai kho hinh nghe ca tiéng vong kiu kit ctia ba ¢ phong bén
canh, trong thay thap thoang bong ngudi, nhitng cai vé mit cam

tire, gian dit, dinh 14y tién nha tién gao, tir thang trudc thu xép
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chua xong. Cac ¢6 van €.

Puoc mot lan c6 mot anh chang goa vo, dung tué)i, rat thich canh
doi ra ngoai khuoén mau, vi cho su léy vo chi la mua may hat, da
dinh ngip nghé (ai chal...) muon ngudi tién dan dén nam bay
luot, nhung vi thiy canh gia dinh qué sttc minh tudng tuong nén
trong ltic cd em gan co ca khiic Van Thién Tuong trong ban
tudng Tam ban trién dién thi anh chang lim dim con mat liéc
nhin ¢6 chi, phi phéo tau thude 14, nghe diéu dan rdi vira hat

tham, hoa tham, ma ty hoi:

"Phai xem nd ¢6 y y con nguyén, nd con nguyén...".

Vi¢c chang lai bo do...

Thé 1a Bach Van véi Tuyét Nuong van ctr é chong, ma hoa si
Khoi Ky dugc canh xum hop mot nha dé tiép khéch toan cau, dé
méo mat lo ng, lo chay gao, chay tién banh ngot, ruou, che tiép
rudc cac ong cong tir Bac Ky, tiép rudc cac ong tai tr Nam Ky,

va dé lac nao ciling dugc bén tai vang vang khic dan ron cta bai



vong cO:

HO sé liu ho liu sé sang!
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