Lessing Doris

Tung canh

nguyén tac Flight

Vi nét vé tic gid

Doris Lessing tén that la Doris May Tayler, sinh ngay 22/10/1919 ¢ Ba Tu
cii (ngay nay la Iran). Cha me ba déu la nguoi Anh: cha ba lam th ky ngdn
hang cho Imperial Bank of Persia, va bi qué chdn trong Dai chién thé giGi
lan thir nhat; me ba lam y td. Nam 1925, bi thu hit béi vién canh lam giau
bang viéc dong dng, gia dinh ba don dén ving phia Nam Rhodesia (thudc
dia cua Anh).

Doris dwge g6i theo hoc ¢ mét trwong dong, noi cdc so day do bang nhiing
cdu chuyén kinh khing vé dia nguc hay chivi ria. Chang bao ldu sau Doris
dwoc giri dén hoc tai trwong trung hoc nit thudc thi phit vimg Salisbury va
nghi hoc nam 13 tuéi. Tuy nhién, nhw nhiéu nit vin si viimg Nam chdu Phi
khdc, von khéng tot nghiép trung hoc (chang han Olive Schreiner va Nadine
Gordimer), Lessing bt dau tw hoc. Nhitng tdc pham dau tién ba tim hiéu
gém cua Dickens, Scott, Stevenson, Kipling, sau dcfy la D.H. Lawrence,
Stendhal, Tolstoy, Dostoievsky. Nhitng cdu chuyén dwrgc nghe ké truéc khi

ngu cing da nuoi duong thoi nién thiéu cua ba. Nhitng ngay Lessing con



nho, ba da bi hap thu boi cdc ky vc cay dang vé cuoc dai chién tuw cha minh,
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xem chung nhu “thuéc doc”. “Tat cd thé hé chung toi duoc tao ra boi chién
tranh, bi quay cuéng va bao trim béi chién cudc, nhung ching t6i duong
nhir c6 quén né”, sau nay Lessing viét nhi vay.

Nam 1937, ba lén Salisburg lam nhén vién truc tong dai dién thoai trong
mét nam. Nam 19 tuéi, ba ldp gia dinh véi Frank Wisdom, va ¢6 hai con.
Vai ndam sau, cam thdy bi ti ting, ba tir gid gia dinh va tiép tuc song &
Salisburg. Chdng bao ldu ba bi cuén hit boi nhitng thanh vién ciing chi
huéng thuée Left Book Club. Trong dé Gottfried Lessing la nguoi néi bt
nhat. It lau sau khi gia nhdp nhém, ba Idp gia dinh véi dng, ho c¢é véi nhau
mot con trai.

Vao quang 1949, Lessing lén London cung con trai nho cua minh. Cung
nam dy ba cho xudt ban tiéu thuyét dau tién, The Grass Is Singing, va bdt
dau si nghiép cam bit chuyén nghiép. Tac phdm ciia ba mang tinh tie truyén
sdu sdc, phan nhiéu tir nhitng ky niém khi song ¢ Phi Chau. Xudt phat tir
nhitng ky trc thoi tho du, sy quan tdm séu sdc vé chinh tri ciing cdc hoat
dong xa héi, Lesing viét vé nhitng xung dét trong cdc nén van héa, tinh
trang thiéu céng bang mang tinh ddc trung, sw tranh ddu giiva nhitng nhan
16 trdi ngurgc nhau trong ciing mét cd thé, va méau thudn giita nhan thire cd
nhdn véi cdi tot néi chung. Nhitng tac pham ciia ba dwoc wa chudng nhiéu ¢
Phi Chdu, xudt ban trong khodng nhitng nam 1950 va dau 1960. Chiing
cong khai chi trich sw twde doat quyén sé hivu ciia nguoi da den boi nhitng
tén thyee dan da trdng va phoi bay nhitng thoi ndt ciia van héa da trdng ¢
Nam chéu Phi. Nam 1965, ddp lai nhiét huyét dy ciia Lessing, ba bi chinh
quyén thiee dan tuyén bé khéng cho phép di trii & ca Nam Rhodesia va Nam
Phi Chau.

Thang 6/1995, ba nhédn bang danh di ciia Pai hoc Harvard. Ciing ndm nay



ba ghé tham con gdi va chdu ngoai minh & Nam Phi Chdu, dong thoi gidi
thiéu cuon tu truyén. Pay la lan quay lai dau tién cua ba ké tir khi bi budc
roi khéi vao ndam 1956 vi nhitng quan diém chinh tri ciia minh. Mia mai
thay, ngdy nay ba lai dwoc chao dén nhiét liét vé nhitng dé tai da timg bi
cam dodn cdch ddy 40 nam.

Ba ciing cdng tac véi ngueoi vé minh hoa Charlie Adlard dé hoan thanh tdp
truyén tranh duy nhdt va khdc thuong Playing the Game. Sau khi dwoc in ¢
My cach day hon 30 nam, Going Home va In Pursuit of the English duoc tai
ban béi HarperCollins nam 1996. Hai cuén sach hdp dan va quan trong ndy
gilip ddc gia c¢é dwoc cdi nhin sdu sdc hiém c6 vé nhan cdch, cudce doi va
quan diém ciia Doris Lessing.

Nam 1996, tiéu thuyét dau tién viét trong 7 ndam cia ba, Love Again, diroc
xudt ban boi HarperCollins. Tac pham gan ddy nhat The Sweetest Dream
diroc xudt ban ¢ Anh vao thang 9/2001 va & My thang 2/2002.
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Trén dau ong 130 1a mot chudng chim ciu cao ndm trén cot san c6 ludi sat
bao boc, bén trong day nhitng cht chim dang vé oai vé dang 1am dang. Anh
duong hat 1én nhirng bd 16ng nguc mau xam ctia chiing 1am thanh nhiing sic
cau vong nho nho. Nhitng tiéng “gl gii”” ciia bon chim bén tai khién 1ong
6ng nhu lang lai, dng vuon tay ra huéng dén con yéu quy nhat, mot con cau
nha con nho va béo 1. N6 van dung day, héch 4nh mit sang, lanh loi khi
thdy 6ng.

“Nao, ngoan ndo, ngoan nao” ong ndi khi taim dugc nd. Ong dem xudng, va
cam nhan dugc nhitng mong vudt lanh 180 d6 mau san hd dang bau chit 1én

ngon tay minh. Hai long, 6ng nhe ap con chim vao nguc roi tya vao cay,



nhin ¢dm dam khung canh budi chiéu mudn noi bén kia chudng chim. Trong
canh nhap nhoang, ving dat trong thoang chdc bién thanh nhiing cuc dat day
bui trai dai tan chan trdi. Cay c6i moc day noi thung liing va cé xanh ram i
doc bén duong. Mat 6ng nhin khip con dudng dan vé nha va 6ng bat gip
hinh anh c6 chau gai dang dung dua trén canh cong, bén dudi tan ciy dai.
Téc cb xda dai xudng lung, dng 4 trong rang chiéu; con doi chan dai dé tran
thi khong ngimg dap dap vao nhitng than cay dai c¢6 sic nau ndi bat giira bo
rao tro day hoa.

C6 dang nhin cham cht nhu thé chod doi diéu gi d6 noi con duong dan vao
lang phia xa xa qué khoi nhiing bui cam chudng, qua khoi ngdi nha ho dang
0.

Tam trang 6ng 130 bdng thay d6i. Ong than trong nhic ¢6 tay minh ra khoi
nguc khi cam thay con chim sép bay x6 ra va tom 14y né ngay khi n6 vira
dang canh. Bén dudi nhiing ngén tay cia 6ng con vat by bam dang ¢ ging
choi dap; thinh linh mot cam giac tirc gian dang 1én, 6ng nhét con chim vao
mot hdp nho va cai chat then lai. “Gio thi & yén do nhé” 1do cau nhau roi
quay lung lai. Tiép d6 ong than trong di doc theo hang rao dén bén c6 chau,
lac nay dang vong tay sau ot, kh& lac lu ca hat. Am thanh thanh thoat va tran
day hanh phuc 4y hoa quyén cung tiéng “g gi” ngan nga ctia 1ii chim, va
con gian trong long 6ng madt tang Ién.

“Nay!” 6ng 130 hét 1én khi thay chau minh nhay qua rao, ngoai nhin lai c6 vé
dé chimg canh cong. Anh nhin tranh né, ¢6 nhanh nhau cit giong chao ong:
“Chao 6ng ngoai”. Sau khi khé liéc nhin vé phia con dudng dang sau co 18
phép tién lai gan ong.

“Pang doi Steven hu?”” 6ng 120 hdi ma cac ngdn tay cuia dng cong lai tua
mong vudt trong long ban tay.

“Co phan d6i gi khong?” c6 chau khé hoi lai, van tranh nhin thang 6ng.



Ong 130 budc dén d6i dién chau v6i minh, d6i mat 6ng thu hep lai, d6i vai
khom lai tua hd dang phai chiu dung mot ndi dau: nhirng con chim dom
dang, anh duong ruc r&, nhitng d6a hoa muén mau va ca co chau nita. Ong
no6i: “Chau nghi da du 16n dé cap bd day phong?”

Co gai lam diéu bd hat ddu xua cii va hon ddi: “Ong ngoai!”

“Chau mudn bo nha di phai khong? Chau nghi c6 thé chay choi vong quanh
nhitng canh déng vao budi téi u?”

Nu cudi cia ¢ 1am 6ng nhé lai hinh dnh dng thuong thiy mdi dém trong
thang hé 4m 4p cubi cling nay: tay trong tay tung ting trén con dudng din
vao lang véi ga trai cuong trang con ngudi dua thu. N&i phién mudn bdc 1én
t6i dau va ong quat 1én dy tic t6i: “Ong s& bao me day!”

“Méc di!” c6 chau dap lai, cudi pha 18n rdi di vé phia cong.

Khuc ca cta ¢c6 moi that kho chiu lam sao:

“Em yéu anh rat nhiéu. Em mang day hinh anh anh sau tham trong tim...”
“Réc rudi” 6ng 13o thét to. “Rac rudi. Rat nhitng tir vé van!”

Ong l40 gian dit 1am bam khi quay lai chudng chim, noi dng tim thay niém
an Ui so voi ngdi nha éng dang cting sdng voi con gai minh, con ré va 1i tré.
Tuy nhién gio ddy ngdi nha da tréng ving. Bon tré déu da di xa, mang theo
ching tiéng cudi dua, nhitng trd chong gheo 1an nhau. Ong 1o ciing bi bd
roi, khong con ai quan tdm va cam thay c6 doc khi song véi nguoi phy nit co
vang tran vudng, d6i mat diém tinh - con gai 6ng.

Ong 130 dimng lai, thi thim, trudc chudng chim, byuc boi khi nghe nhiing
tiéng “gl gi” say mé ctia i chim. Tir phia cong c6 chau hét 1én: “V6 méc
di! Méc di, con cho gi nira?”

Ong 130 dung dang quay vé nha, nhung van liéc nhitng cai nhin nhanh, lién
tuc day dau kho va kéu goi vé phia chau minh. Nhung c¢6 van khong thém

nhin lai. Thai d6 c6 ngang nganh nhung chira nhiéu khao khat ctia tudi tré



khién 6ng cam thy thuong c6 hon va ddm héi han. Ong ldo dimg lai. “Ong
khéng c6 ¥ d6” ong thi tham, chd doi co quay lai va chay dén bén minh.
“Ong khong co y...”

Co khong hé quay lai. Co da khoéng con nhé dén ong roi. Trén dudng chang
trai Steven xut hién, cAm theo vét gi trong tay. Mot mén qua cho chau
minh? Long ong trd nén sit lai khi thiy canh cong bat nguoc vé va doi tré
6m cham lay nhau. Dudi nhitng bong rim mau hoi sim cua cay dai, chau
ctia 6ng, dira chau yéu quy, dang nam trong tay cta thang con nguoi dua
thu, va mai toc cd xda qua vai han.

“Thay hét roi nhé!” ong hét 1én day khinh bi. Bon ching van dting ddy. Ong
bén sdm sam bo di vao ngdi nha cé twong quét voi trang nho bé, dudi chan
ong vang 18n tiéng cot két day tirc gian cua hang hién. Con gai ong ngdi may
& phong ngoai, va dang x6 kim trudc ngon den.

Ong 140 lai ding lai, nhin lan nita ra sau vuon. Déi tré luc nay dang nam tay
nhau di tan bo giita nhitng bui cay, thinh thoang lai cudi pha 1én. Ong thay
chau minh dgt nhién lau linh rut tay khoi cau ban trai va chay tron vao cac
lim hoa con cau ta thi dudi theo. Ong nghe chiing la hét, cuoi gion roi thi im
lang.

“Khong thé thé duoc”, ong lao 1am nham mét cach khoé chiu. “Khong thé thé
duoc. Tai sao chiing khong thé thdy cha? Chay nhay va cuoi dua, va hon
nhau va hon nhau. Chiing may that qué 1am.”

Ong nhin chau minh v&i vé khinh thuong day cam tirc, va rdi dam kho chiu
v6i chinh ban than. Ca hai chiing n6 déu bi bat qua tang nhung chéu ong van
thoai mai dua nghich.

“Tai sao no lai khong thay chr?” Ong ldo udc chi dira chau, lic nay dang
nam dai trén dam co day xanh ri bén canh ciu ban ctia minh, bién dau cho

khuAt mét.



Con gai 6ng bong nhin 1én, d6i 16ng may kh& nhuéng 1én chiu dung.

“Ba cho chim di ngu chttr?”” Ba ta hoi dua.

“Lucy”, 6ng ldo goi gp gap. “Lucy...”

“Da, c6 chuyén gi nao?”

“N6 dang & trong vudn voi thang Steven”.

“Ba &, ngdi xudng di, va dung tach tra nhé”.

Ong 130 dam chan lién tuc 1én chd san gb da bi triing xudng va la 1én: “No sé
cudi thang 4y. Ba bao cho biét nhé, rdi nd s& cudi thang dy chang may chdc
dau!”

Con gai 1ao vo1 ding day, don ban va mang dén cho 130 mot tach tra.

“Ba khong udng tra ltic ndy. Ba bao khong can co ma”

“R6i, r0i” giong con 130 vd vé. “Nhung chung cudi nhau thi ¢6 sao dau? Tai
sao lai khong kia chu?”

“N6 méi muoi tam tudi. Méi muoi tam théi biét khong!”

“Con muoi bay da 14y chong roi, ma ¢ thiy sao dau.”

“L&0”, ong ldo gian dir. “Noi ldo. May c6 hdi tiéc ddy. Tai sao may ép cac
con may lay chong nhu vay? Chinh may di 1am diéu nay. Lam thé dé lam gi
hua? Tai sao?”

“Ba dira kia déu gia dinh ém 4m c4. Chung déu 13 nhitng chang ré tét. Vay
tai sao Alice khong vay chu?”

“Nhung né 1a dira ut”, ong 3o rau ri. “Ta khong thé giit n6 lai lau hon chit
sao?”

“Coi ndo, Ba. N¢ chi & cudi con duong kia thoi. N6 van vé thim ba mdi
ngay co ma’”.

“Nhung chang thé ndo nhu trude ca”. Ong 140 lai nhd dén ba dira chau trudce
day, chung mau chong thay d6i han di, tir nhitng dta tré quyén rii, nhi nhanh

va nghich ngom bong tré nén chiing lai, nghiém tic han 1én.



“Ba chang hé thay d6i ké tir khi chung con két hon”, con 140 dap. “Tai sao
vay? Ludn ludn 13 thé. Lic con két hon, ba ciing khién con thdy nhu thé d6
1a mot sai 1am rat nghiém trong. Dén luot tui nho, ciing thé. Ba khién chung
so hai va lo lang theo suy nghi ctia ba. Hay dé Alice yén. N6 cam thay hanh
phuc, thé 1a duoc r6i”. Ba ta khé thd dai, mat ba nan lai mot chat noi khu
vudn con vuong nang.

“Con noi chung c6 thé két hon u?” ong 140 hoi day hoai nghi.

“Vang, Ba a. C6 gi khién chung khong thé nhi?” Giong con 3o dép lai
cuong quyét va ba ta lai tiép tuc cong viéc may dang dang do.

Lio bat khoc, rdi bude ra hang hién. Nhing giot nudc mét udt ddm cam ldo,
130 1an tai ldy khan ra lau. Khu vuon véang ling.

Ttr mot goc trong vudn bon tré bdng tién dén, song chung khong con vé gi
chbng ddi 130 nira. Mot con chim ciu dang dau trén c6 tay thang con ngudi
dua thu, 4nh ning yéu 6t 6ng trén bo 16ng nguc cia no.

“Cho 6ng a?” ong 140 hoi vira héi vira lau di nhitng giot nuwdc mat noi cam.
“Cho ong that a?”

“Ong thich né chr?” ¢d chau luc ndy nam chit tay 130 va lic lac. “Cua ong
day, Ngoai . Steven mang n6 cho éng ddy”. Doi tré tiu tit quanh ldo day
tinh cam, chiing ¢ lam cho 130 quén di nhitng giot nudc mat va u siu. Bon
chiing, mdi dira mot bén, vira nam tay 130, dan 13o dén bén chuéng chim vura
no6i di chuyén vui, au yém 3o rang chang c6 gi thay ddi ca, sé chang diéu gi
khién chung thay doi, va rang chiing van luén ¢ bén 130. Con chim nhu 1a
bang chimg vay, chiing n6i, mat anh 1én nhing tia hanh phtc khi 4n n6 vao
tay 130. “Ngoai, giit né. Ctia ngoai day”.

Chiting héo hirc theo ddi hanh dong cta 130 khi 130 cAm con vt trong tay,
vudt nhe tim lung mém mai, toa ra hoi 4m cua nhirng tia néng chiéu, khi 130

ngam nghia con vat vung vay do6i canh va co6 gitt thang bang.



“Ong phai nh6t ndé mot thoi gian”, ¢6 chau nodi voi giong than mat “cho dén
khi né quen vé&i noi ndy, va xem nhu to ctia no”.

“Cha, trimg doi khon hon vit nita day”, giong 130 nghe “gir gir”.

Sau khi doi 140 ngudi bét, bon tré cudi pha 1én r6i rat lui, ra phia canh cong
noi khu vuon. “Chang chau vui khi thay ong thich n6”. Hon tat ca, mdi quan
tam chung danh cho 130 khién 130 khong con cam thiy c6 don nita; diéu nay
khién ndi budn, gian cua 130 ngudi dan di cling nhu niém vui ctia nhitng cht
cun con dugc 1an minh trén cé mugt. Bon tré lai quén lao. Cling duogc thoi,
130 thim nht, tuy cam thiy c6 hong nac 1én va moi run nhe. Lo cAm con
chim méi trén tay, vudt nhe bo 16ng 6ng muot cia néd. Sau ddy 1do nhdt né
vao chudng va mang con l4o yéu thich nhét ra.

“Gid may c6 thé bay di rdi ddy”, 140 noi to 1én. Lio cAm ho no, sdn sang tha
ra trong khi nhin xudng khu vuon huéng cé tui tré. Roi thi ghim lai ndi dau
mat mat, 130 nang con chim 1én va trong né vat ra. Mot loat nhiing tiéng vu
vl tir cac d6i canh vang 1én, ca dan trong chudng ciing bay vut vao troi
chiéu.

Noi canh cong Alice va Steven ngimg trd chuyén va ngude cd nhin nhitng
con chim.

Noi hang hién, con gai 1o dtng ling, tay van cam bd d6 may che mat nhin.
Vi 130 thoi gian nhu ngung tréi trude hanh dong tu nguyén nay, tham chi
nhimg chiéc 14 cling khong lay dong.

Lau kho mit, d6i tay xudi hai bén hong, 130 dimg d6 ling yén déi mit vao
bau troi.

Bay chim bay chap choi, phat ra tiéng rit tir nhitng d6i canh dang ra stc vay
dap, tua dai sing mau bac cang lic cang cao hon, ngang qua manh ruong
mau t6i sim, nhiing ring cAy um tum va tham cé xanh tuoi cho dén khi

chung nhu tréi bong bénh trong anh duwong hét mot dam bui mu.



Chung d¢ao mot vong tron that rong roi chao canh tao thanh nhitng anh sang
16a, tiép d6 ndi tiép nhau timg con mot ca bay quay tré vé v6i nhitng ring
cdy, tham co, dong rudng, hay thung ling, noi chiing ¢ thé an nau khi dém
xudng tir troi cao 16ng gio.

Ca khu vuon ron 1én tiéng huyén ndo cta bay chim tré lai. Roi thi lai tré nén
tinh ling, bau troi hoa trong khong. Lio cham cham quay xubng khu vuon,
nhuéng d6i mat mim cuoi kiéu hinh v&i chau ciia minh. Co gai dang nhin
130 cham chu, khong mim cudi. Nhung mo to d6i mat, va hoi tai di trong cai
lanh budi dém vé, va ldo thay timg giot nudc mat tudn roi 13 cha trén khudn
mat cO.

Bui Nguyén Quy Anh dich tir nguyén tdac Flight ciia Doris Lessing
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