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Heinrich Boll sinh tai Cologne (Ptrc) vao nim 1917 va mat nam 1985, 1a
mdt trong nhitng nha van hau chién rat noi tiéng ctia nuéc Puc. Céc tac
pham cta 6ng gdm "Ansichten eines Clowns" (The Clown), "Billard um
halb zehn" (Billiards At Half-Past Nine) va "Gruppenbild mit Dame" (Group
Portrait With Lady). Ong nhan giai Nobel vé vin chuong vao nim 1972.
Truyén ngin sau ddy dugc chuyén ngir theo ban dich Anh ngit cia Leila
Vennewitz v6i nhan dé "The Laughter".

Vi ngudi ta thuong coi t6i 1a mot nguoi ding dan dang hoang nén khi 6 ai
d6 hoi toi rang toi 1am nghé ngdng gi thi toi that 13 lung tang: t6i do mit 1én
va ndi ning lap bip ngay. Toi thdy nhu ghen v6i nhitng ngudi ma ho c6 thé
tra 101 thoai mai: t6i 13 tho ho. Toi ghen tirc v6i nhitng ngudi tho hét toc,
nhirng anh chang thu ky ké toan va nhitng anh chang viét van vi cau tra 10
ctia ho that 1a don gian, chinh cai nghé ctia ho da ty noi 1én 1a ho 1am cong
viéc gi r6i ma chang can "dai dong van ty" dé giai thich gi thém, trong khi
t6i thi bo budc phai tra 16i nhitng cau hoi trén rang: "T6i 1 mot ngudi
chuyén mén cuoi." Khi thi nhan nhu thé roi thi 1ap tirc bao gio toi ciing phai

tra 101 thém mot cau hoi thir hai: "Thé ban kiém sdng bang cach d6 a?". Toi



thanh that tra 10i: "Ptng vay!". Toi hién tai diing 1a dang kiém séng bang
tiéng cudi cta toi ddy, ma kiém chac ngon lanh 13 ding khéc nira, vi tiéng
cudi cua toi - noi theo giong ludi kinh doanh - dang an khach trén thi truong.
To1 1a mdt chuyén vién cuoi, cudi xudt sic, lai kinh nghi¢m dﬁy minh, chrfmg
¢ ké nao khac co thé cudi g161 nhu t61 dugc, ch:fmg cd ai cudi ma cé thé dat
to1 tot dinh nghé thuat nhu toi.

C6 mot thoi gian dai, dé tranh khoi phai giai thich 10ng thong chan ngy, toi
da tu goi toi 1a mot dién vién, nhung tai nghé ctia toi trong 1anh vuc kich
cam va kich noi thi lai xoang xinh 1am khién t6i cam thay goi nhu thé khong
on, xa voi su that qua. To61 y€u sy that va sy that 1a: t61 1a mot nguodi chuyén
mon cuoi.

T6i chang phai 1a mot cha hé, ciing chang phai 1a mot dién vién hai kich. Toi
khong 1am cho ba con cd bac khoai chi, vui vé, ti chi dién ta sy vui nhon
thoi: toi cudi nhu hét mot vi hoang dé La M4, hay cudi kiéu giéng y nhu
mot cht hoc tro nhay cam, t6i cudi thoai mai giong kiéu cudi thé ky thir 17
cling nhu thé ky thar 19, va d6i khi vi nhu cau toi ¢6 thé cudi theo bat cur kiéu
cudi cta thé ky nao, bat cur tung 16p xa hdi nao, bat cr loai tudi tac nao: do
chi thuan 1a mét sy khéo 1éo ma t6i da thu thap duoc, tuong tu nhu su khéo
tay stra day, dép vay. Trong 16ng nguc cta toi chat chira tiéng cudi cia My
Chau, cua Phi Chau, tiéng cuol1 cua dan da trrfmg, da dd, da vang va néu duoc
tra mot khoan tién twong xung thi t6i s& cudi vang vang 1én theo dung véi
101 yéu cau dat hang cta ong giam ddc.

T6i da trd nén quan trong rodi. Toi cudi dé thau vao dia hat, t6i cudi dé thau
vao bang, va cac ong giam ddc truyén hinh ddi xur véi t6i mot cach kinh né.
Toi cudi mot cach sau thim, 6n hoa hay dién dai. T61 cud1 nhu mdt ong tai
xé 14i xe dién hay nhu mot ga phu viéc trong ti¢m thuc phém. Co tiéng cuoi

ki€u binh minh, ki€u hoang hon va ki€u dém t6i. Noi tom tat lai: nguoi ta



can cudi ¢ bat cir noi nao, cudi bt ctr kiéu nao, t6i s& 1am chuyén do.

That khé ma vach ra cho moi ngudi thay ring mot cai nghé nhu thé nay thi
chan m¢ doi, nhét 1a ddi véi toi d6 lai 1a mot nghé chuyén mén, t6i dé lén
dén tot dinh ctia nghé thuat gay tiéng cuoi. Piéu nay ciing khién cho t6i trd
thanh can thiét dé giup cho céac dién vién hai kich hang ba hay hang tu khi
cac anh chang nay c6 1y do chanh dang so rang khan gia ctia ho khong pha
ra cudi v6i nhitng cau pha tro vao luc choét cia cdu chuyén. Boi thé toi hau
nhu mdi dém phai dén cac hop dém, cac phong tra ngdi lam co mdi kin ddo,
cong viéc cia toi 1a cuoi vang 1én trong nhitng doan yéu nhat ciia chuong
trinh dé moi nguoi nghe thdy ma cudi theo. Can phai "canh me" ma tinh
toan gio gidc can than: t6i phai cudi cho that 16n, that manh, khong sém qua
nhung ciing dimg tré qua, phai cuoi ding luc, dung thoi diém da sap xép
trude. Toi pha ra cudi, toan thé cac khan gia s& ra 1én ciing cudi theo toi va
nhu thé cai vu pha tro, giéu do ctia anh chang dién vién s& duoc ciru van.
Nhung riéng phan toi, t6i mét moi 1& chan ra phong dé 40, mic 4o khoac vao
va long cam thay vui sudng vi cudi cung dau gi thi minh ciing vira hoan
thanh xong nhiém vu.

O nha, toi thuong nhan dugc nhitng birc dién tin gui cho toi: "Khén Cép. Can
tiéng cuoi ctia anh. Ghi 4m tha ba" va mot vai gio sau 13 t6i di chui vao ngdi
trong mot chuyén xe lira tbc hanh qua nong nyc dé ma than vén cho cai s6
phén cua minh.

T6i ciing can phai néi thém rang nhiing lic ngoai gio 1am viéc hay khi dang
di nghi he thi t6i lai c6 khuynh hudng cudi rat it: nhig ké chan bo chi vui
khi ho quén bo ciia ho, nguoi tho né chi vui khi quén di voi vira, va cac anh
chang thg moc thi thuong thuong lai co6 cai cura ra vao hay nhiing 6 kéo bi
ket, khé mo, nhitng tay lam banh mt lai khoai do chua, nhitng anh chang

hang thit lai va banh hanh nhan, va ngudi lam banh thi thich thit nhdi hon 1a



banh, nhiing tay ddu bo thich nudi chim bd cau 1am thd giai tri, nhitng v si
quyén Anh mit tai di khi thdy con cai minh bi chay mau miii. T6i thay tat ca
déu 1a chuyén binh thudng, vi chinh t6i chang bao gio cuoi luc ngoai gid
lam viéc. T61 1a mdt nguo1 nghi€m tic va moi ngudi coi to1 - ¢6 1€ ding vay
- 1a mdt ga bi quan.

Trong nhitng ndm dau cta cudc sdng hon nhan ba vo toi thuong nodi vai toi:
"Cuoi 1én cht!" nhung roi ké tir d6 ba vo toi hiéu ra rang t6i chang thé chiéu
¥ ba ay duoc. Toi cam thay sung sudng khi t6i duge thoai mai khoi phai 1én
gan mit, duoc thoai mai tinh than. That vy, ngay ca lic ngudi khac cudi thi
cai cudi ay ciing tac dong dén dau 6c cua t6i, vi nd goi cho t6i nhé dén nghé
nghiép ciia minh. Chinh vi thé ma cudc hén nhan cua chung t6i hoan toan
tram ling va an binh, bai vi ba vo t6i cling quén mat ca cuoi roi. Thinh
thoang t6i chot bt gip vo téi mim cudi va toi cling cudi mim theo. Ching
t6i trd chuyén voi nhau bang mot giong nho nhe, boi vi téi ghét cay ghét
dang cai tiéng dong 6n a0 cua cac hop dém, cac phong tra, ghét cai Am thanh
d6i khi am 1 vang rén 1én khip ca phong thu thanh. Nhitng ngudi nao khong
biét 13 toi lai nghi rang t6i 1a ké suy tu, it néi. C6 18 toéi nhu vay do, bdi vi toi
d3 phai ha miéng ra dé cudi qua nhiéu roi.

Poi t6i troi qua voi nhitng nét biéu 16 tinh cam tro lanh nhu vay. Thinh
thoang t6i cling c6 cudi nhe nhang chit dinh va toi thuong tu hoi khong biét
minh d4 tig biét cudi bao gid' chua nhi? Téi nghi rang khong. Céac anh chi
em cua tdi lai coi t6i nhu mot dtra rat nghiém trang.

Boi thé toi ¢ thé cuoi du cac kiéu khac nhau, nhung chinh toi, t6i khong co
dugc mot nu cuoi nao cho riéng ca nhan minh.
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