Ly Lac Long

Gia Tri Caa Sy That

Nhu chung ta biét, su that 13 phan nghia cta gia d6i. Nhung nhiing cau hoi
quan trong vé "su that" ¢ ddy 1a: Tin va hanh xur theo sy that c6 phai la
hanh vi t6i vu hay khong? Va su that c6 that su quan trong khong? Chiing
ta ¢c6 nén nghi ngo cai goi 1a sy that?

Trong bai dién vin nhan giai thuong Nobel vé Vin hoc (Literature) nim
2005, " Nghé thudt, Su Thdat & Chinh tri" (Art, Truth & Politics), ong
Harold Pinter nhic dén su that. Ong viét: "Khong c6 su phan biét rd rang
giita diéu c6 that va khong that, gitra diéu phai diéu trai. Mot viéc khong
nht thiét ding hay sai; n6 c6 thé vira dung vira sai". (There are no hard
distinctions between what is real and what is unreal, nor between what is
true and what is false. A thing is not necessarily either true or false, it can
be both true and false). Harold Pinter "két toi" chinh sach ngoai giao, cach
hanh xir nhu "siéu cuong qudc"... ciia My véi thé gisi. Pac biét 1 nhimg
"syr that gia tao" ma chinh phit My da dua ra nhu 12 nhitng 1y do can thiét
dé danh Iraq, viéc giam giit, ngugc dai, tra tan ... cac toi pham khung bo,
cac t nhan chién tranh. Pinter so sanh "toi ac" ciia My (chua c6 ghi chép
déy du va ro rang, theo Pinter) vo1 tdi 4c cua cac ché do cong san Lién s6 &
Pong Au tir sau chién tranh thé giéi thir hai nhu: tan bao c6 hé thng,
nhirng td1 &c man ro lan tran, dan ap khdc liét tu tudng doc lap (tét ca
nhirng toi 4c cia cac chinh quyén cong san da duoc 1ap thanh tai lidu va

kiém chimg day du, theo Pinter) . Harold Pinter "dé nghi" dem Tong thong



Bush (M¥) va Thi tudng Blair (Anh) ra Toa an Hinh sy Qudc té (
International Criminal Court of Justice) dé xét xtr.

(C6 diéu can chii y ¢ ddy la khéng thdy éng Pinter nhdc dén téi dc cia cdc
chinh quyén céng san Trung quéc, Bic Han, Cam Bét, Viét Nam. Mot cdch
tém tat, can cir theo cuon "The Black Book of Communism", thi diwedi thoi
Mao Trach Péng , cong san TQ di giét hai khodng 65 triéu nguoi Trung
Hoa. Cam Bét, Khmer Rouge & Pol Pot dd sat hai gan 2 triéu ddn Mién.
Bdc Han, dwdi chinh sach ciia chinh quyén c¢éng san da lam khodng 1.6
triéu dan chét vi déi. Viét Nam, dang cong san VN da sat hai khodang 1

triéu nguoi dan Viét.)

Trong bai "Lam bdi todn, réi hdy so sanh tgi ciia My va céng san" (Do the
sums, then compare US and Communist crimes from the Cold War), Tién si
Niall Ferguson, hi¢n 1a giang su mdn lich str ctia truong dai hoc Harvard,
khong pht nhan nhing "16i Jam" ctia M¥, nhung phé binh 1ap ludn va 1y 18
cua Harold Pinter 1a khong dung vi "sy that" hoan toan. Va "khuyén"
Pinter: " hiy gan bo véi kich va thoi tra tan lich sir. Ngay ca néu c6 giai
Nobel cho st hoc, Pinter cling khong c6 co may trung dau. Boi vi trong
nghé ctia Ferguson (lich str), khac véi cia Pinter (kich)— va khac véi nghé
(chinh tri) ciia Condi (Condoleezza Rice) — qua c6 ton tai "nhimg su phan
biét 1 rang... giita nhitng gi that va nhimg diéu gia ". (So stick to plays,
Harold, and stop torturing history. Even if there was a Nobel Prize for it,
you wouldn t stand a chance. Because in my profession, unlike yours - and
unlike Condi s, too - there really are "hard distinctions... between what is
true and what is false".)

T hon 2500 trude nhan loai da hiéu, nhu Lio Tu d3 nhan xét "Lam thc“iy
thudc ma sai lam thi chi giét mét ngwoi; lam chinh tri ma sai lam thi tan
hai cd dit nwéc; lam van héa ma sai lam thi gdy tai hoa muén doi"”. Vin
hoa quan h¢ rat 16n dén van ménh va tién dd cia mot dan toc, mudn hiéu

nén van hda ciia mot dan tdc phai bi€t lich str ciia dan toc do. Di¢u nay doi



héi lich sir phai dung nhu sy that vi néu khong s& dan téi hiéu van hoa sai
1am, va hiéu sai thi lam sao lam ding duoc? No1 mot cach khac, su that rat
quan trong va can thiét dua trén lién hé gifra su that va van hoa. Mudn lam
van hoa "dung" phai biét su that. Mot nén van hoa khong ton trong su that
nhu nén vin hda Marx-Lenin 1a mot nén van héa sai 1am va sé di hai cho
dan toc 1a mot diéu chan chin. Ching ta dang thay nhitng "di hai" dang xay
ra truéc mét cho Viét Nam noi riéng, va cac qudc gia di va dang chiu anh
hudng cta vin hoa Marx-Lenin n6i chung. Tién si Niall Ferguson, mot nha
nghién curu lich str, cling da x4c minh sy can thiét cua su that trong nghé
cua ong.

T6i ké chuyén "vong vo" nhu ¢ trén dé néu 1én nhitng quan diém va nhan
xét vé sy that cta nhitng ngudi trong nhitng vi tri xa hoi khac nhau. "Su
that", theo mot nguoi cam but doat gidi Nobel ( Harold Pinter), "su that"
theo mot nha nghién ctru lich sir tiéng tam (Niall Ferguson) va su that theo
mot nha chinh tri (Condoleezza Rice). Mic du chua ¢6 dip nghe quan diém
ctia ba Rice vé "sur that" nhung ching ta c6 thé "doan" duogc vi chinh trj 1a
mot trong nhimg dién dan chinh dé nguoi ta tim sy hoai nghi. Noi cach
khac, su that ma céac chinh tri gia "phat biéu" thuong can su kiém ching.
Hay noi theo cach noi ciia Nietzsche, "su that co thé 1a mot diéu tot, nhung
thinh thoang tai sao khong sur dung céi gia dbi dé dat dugc muc tiéu?"

DPau nam 2003, khi Tong thong Bush tuyén bé Iraq tim cach mua nguyén
liu dé san xuat vii khi hat nhan. Mic du cac gidi chire trong Nha Trang thi
nhan rang ho khong c6 ddy du bang chung dé tin 101 tuyén bd d6 1a sy that,
tham chi c6 nguoi con bac bo thang thimg van dé, nhung chién tranh voi
Iraq vAn dugc tién hanh. Nhitng ngudi cam dau bd may chién tranh trong
Ngii Giac Pai dua thém mdt 1y do khac cho cudc chién: d6 12 nham 6n dinh
tinh hinh chinh tri Trung Pong va gidi phong Iraq khoi ach cai tri cua
Saddam Hussein.

Nhiéu nguoi My dong ¥ v6i nhiing 1y do dwa ra. Xét cho cung, con co

nhiéu 1y do khac deé 1at do ché do cuia Hussein. Va, niém tin cho rang Iraq la



mot mbi de doa hat nhan di that su ciing ¢ su doan két ciia ngudi My va
cung cip mot céi ¢ cho nhimg nguoi con nghi ngd ¥ db ctia chinh phu My
trong viéc gay chién. Cau hoi dit ra 1a: néu nhitng 1y do duoc dua ra khong
dung voi thyc té thi sao? Pbi véi nhiéu nguoi, suy nghi dén cai triru tuong
goi 1a "syr that" 1a mot suy nghi ngdy tho; diéu ma ho quan tdm khong phai
1a su that hay gia doi ma 1a 1am cach nao dé bao vé ho tranh khoi khiing b
va bao dam ngudn cung cip nhién liéu (dau hoa) cho nhiing chiéc xe SUV
(Sport Utility Vehicle)... can xang dau dé hoat dong. Néi cho cung, su that
ctia nhitng gi nguoi ta tin va néi chi 1a diéu phu ma thoi; cai dang noi va
quan trong hon l1a h¢ qua.

Mot thai d6 twong tu nhu trén ciing kha phd bién trong gidi tri thirc My
hién nay, chti nghia hoai nghi sy that va nhitrng khai niém lién quan da tr¢
thanh mot khuynh hudng ban chinh thic trong nhiéu truong dai hoc & My.
N6i mot cach khac nhitng ngudi ndy cho riang sy that khach quan 1a mot ao
tudng va cai ma chung ta goi la su that chi 1a mot cai tén goi khac cho
quyén luc ma théi. Thanh ra, néu sy that qua cé gia tri, thi cai gia tri d6 chi
13 gia tri ciia mot phuong tién, nhu quyén lyc 1a mot phuong tién vay.
Tham chi, c6 mot s6 ngudi nhu nha phé binh van hoc ndi tiéng Stanley
Fish con cho rang vi niém tin vao truyén thong 1a mot hanh vi ngy tho, su
that khong c6 gid tri gi ca. Sy that khong nhiing chi 1a 4o tudng, quan tam
dén sy that chi phi thoi gian va tranh luan vé sy that chéng nhirng budn
cuoi, khong thich hop ma con vo duyén. (trong bai viét "Si thit nhung vé
hé quad: Tai sao triét hoc chang cé gid tri” - Truth but No Consequences:
Why Philosophy Doesn t Matter) .

Di nhién, ciing c6 nhiéu nha tri thirc M¥ sin sang bao vé ¥ tudng sy that 1a
quan trong, nhung trong qua trinh bao vé su that lai roi vao tinh hubng
"xody mon" gia trj ctia su that nhu xu hudng tin tudng rang giit gin sy that
1a giir gin nhiing gié tri sy that c¢6 dién, xu hudng nay cho rang nhiing
ngudi " cp tién thién ta" dang lam suy yéu nudc My va kéu goi phai tai

kham pha sy that ma Thuong dé da ban cho dan M§J. Noi cach khac, su that

4



ma nhitng ngudi ¢6 xu hudng nay kéu goi gin gitr 1a "Ho diing, moi nguoi
khac déu sai". Mot sb nguoi khac, nhu William J. Bennett, trong cubn
"Why We Fight: Moral Clarity and the War on Terrorism" thi nudi tiéc cai
tho1 ma tré em My dugc day phai cdm nhéan nhiing gia tri cao ca tuyét voi
ctia ngudi My va 16i song kiéu My. Nhung trong thoi ky thanh binh va ém
a do, su that rd rang nhu tréng voi den, dua tré cling hiéu duoc. Su that
trong thoi ky vang son dé ciia My khong nhitng khach quan ma con 1a don
gian va hoan toan bat dinh.

Dung nhiing 1y luan va quan diém nhu trén s& khong bao vé su that dugc.
Tin tudng tuyét dbi vao nhitng diéu minh nghi 1a dung khong phai 13 mot
biéu hién quan tdm dén su that ma 1a biéu hién cua chu nghia gido diéu .
Quan tam dén su that 13 phai sin sang chip nhan niém tin ctia minh c6 thé
sai 1am, hé qua cua y ni€ém sy that khach quan. Néu sy that qua that khach
quan thi niém tin khong thé 1am thay doi sy that d6. Khang khang gitr 1ay
nhitng gi minh tin tudng 1a khong can biét dén su that thi lam sao bao vé su
that duoc?

Ca hai quan diém: Su that khong co gid tri (Fish) va sy that c6 gia tri nén
phai hoc thudc 10ng céc gia tri hay gido diéu cd xua (Bennet) déu dua trén
cai gia dinh gian tiép 1a chi c6 "mot" su that c6 gia tri @6 1a SU THAT
TUYET POI. Gia dinh nay sai lam. Mot sy that don gian, khong can trang
diém gi ca cling co gia tri roi, va nguoi ta khong can to v& su that b'flng chir
hoa dé cho n6 duoc chu ¥.

Vi nhitng tdm 1y nhu trén nén su that vé nhimg 1y do dé gy chién véi Iraq
d3 roi vao "khoang khong". Theo sy phé phan ctia mét sé tri thirc My,
trong chién tranh Iraq, chinh phtt My da lira d6i dan chiing My di vao chién
tranh mgt cach mé mudi va can ctr vao nhiing su kién xay ra trong vong 3
nam qua da chimg minh 1a chién luoc d6 13 mot sai 1am cua My va dan dén
nhitng dao luat de doa dén quyén cin ban cta con nguoi cua dan ching
MjF. Theo ho ddy 1a mot sy xtic pham dén dan ching cta chinh quyén My.
Chién lugc danh Iraq cta chinh pha My ding hay sai, thanh cong hay that



bai, c6 191 hay hai cho dan chiing va dat nudce My, xin danh lai cho cac nha
phan tich gia . T6i chi mudn tim hiéu xem sy that c¢6 gia tri chinh tri khong?
Va nhin vao cudc chién tranh Iraq ctia My thi s& thay c6 1y do dé nghi rang
su that c¢6 gia tri chinh tri.

Ly do tht nhat lién quan dén khai niém sy that va gia dbi. Hay thir tuong
tugng trong mot xa hoi ma moi ngudi tin rang quyén lyc 1a phuong tién
bién mét ¥ kién thanh sy that . No6i cach khac chi nhitng ngudi c6 quyén thé
m&i noi diéu that. Néu ngudi ¢6 quyén thé noéi tinh yéu 1a thu héan, chién
tranh 12 hoa binh, khd dau 1 hanh phic ... va moi nguoi cong dan trong xa
héi d6 déu nghi 1a su that. Mot x4 hoi nhu vay thi thiéu mot cai gi do rat
can ban. Dac biét 1a nguoi cong dan trong xa hdi do hiéu 1am vé sy that, va
su hiéu 1am nay bao mon cai khai niém vé sy that . Phé binh x4 hoi thudng
duoc thé hién bang cach phat biéu nhitng bat déng ¥ kién véi nhitng ngudi
c6 quyén thé, va khong ngan ngai chimg minh quan diém cta nhitng ngudi
co quyén thé 1a sai 1am. Dé lam dugc viée phé binh xa héi, mot ngudi can
c6 kha ning suy nghi va phé phan mot cach c6 hé thong. Néu khong co
khai niém vé sy that thi khong thé phan biét nhitng gi nhiing nguoi co
quyén thé néi 1a dung hay sai 1a su that hay gia dbi. Vi vay, néu loai trir
duoc kha ning phan biét su that va gia ddi v6i nhimg gi chinh phu néi va
1am, c6 nghia 1a chinh phu da loai trir dugce ddi khang va phé binh xa hoi.
bay 1a ly do tai sao su that c6 gia tri chinh tri .

Ly do thtr hai, mgt xa hd1 van minh ma trong d6 cac thanh vién phai ton
trong 13n nhau thi nhitng quyén can ban ctia con ngudi goi chung 1a "quyén
con nguoi" 1a mot bd phan can thiét, khong thé thiéu dugc. Nhirng quyén
cin ban nay khac voi quyén duoc tao ra (hay trao cho ngudi dan) bang mot
chinh sach cua chinh phi, va nhitng quyén cin ban nay phai 13 wu tién s6
mot, wu tién hon tit ca cac quan tdm chinh tri. Thi du nhu ngudi dan khong
thé bi tudc mét quyén riéng tu chi vi vi Bo truéng Tu phap quyét dinh rang
dé bao vé tat ca cac cong dan, luc lugng bao v¢ an ninh cé quyén biét

nguoi dan doc sach gi, nghe cai gi, ndi cai gi , mua sam cai gi . "Quyén con



nguoi" hién hiru va can thiét trong mot xa hoi van minh va day khong phai
12 mot 4n hué ctia chinh phu, dé chinh phu c6 thé tiy ¥ ban phat va thu hoi.
Mot nguoi, dé biét duoc 1a qua that c6 quyén cin ban d6 hay khong can
phai co ¥ tuong doc 1ap dé phan biét nhitng gi chinh phi néi va nhiing gi 1a
su that. Do d6, khai niém vé nhitng quyén cin ban hay "quyén con nguoi"
bao ham khai niém sy that. Néu chung ta quan tam dén quyén loi, chung ta
phai quan tam dén sy that.

Ly do tht ba, tir nhan thirc vé mdi lién hé gifra quyén lo1 va su that cho
thdy khia canh hién nhién nhét vé gia tri chinh tri ciia su that. Chinh phu c6
nhiém vu phai né1 cho dan chiing biét sy that. Mot chinh sach minh bach va
tu do thong tin 1 nhitng phong thi rit quan trong chéng lai cac hanh dong
bao ngugc. Mot khi chinh pha cam théy khong can biét dén su that, chinh
phu d6 trd nén bat chinh vi ho ¢6 thé 1am nhitng chuyén ma dan chiing
khong tan thanh. Nhu chinh pha M¥ trong viéc xAm nhép bat hop phap vao
khach san Watergate, doi bom Cam Bét, cho phép tra tin ti nhan Iraq . Du
nhing hanh dong d6 khong truc tiép anh huong dén dan My, nhung gian
tiép 1am ton hai dén tinh liém chinh ctia nén dan chi My va nhiing gi dan
My khong biét cling ¢ thé 1am ton hai ho.

Néu mot chinh phii dan cha tu do khéng mudn noi cho céng dan biét su
that, nén dan cha tu do khong con 1a tu do va dan chu. Co 1€ d6 1a mot chan
Iy qué hién nhién nhu nha triét hoc Michel Foucault timg nhan xét rat chinh
xac rang khong mét chinh phii nao c6 thé ton tai bang cach mi dan. Tri
thirc ciing thé. Tri thirc khong thé ton tai néu khong dam néi 1én su
that.

Ban luan chuyén nudéc My, va nhin lai dan tdc va qué huong Viét Nam cua
chiing ta. Ping nhu nha tho Nguyén Chi Thién da nhan xét : "Tri thirc ciia
Vi¢t Nam ching ta 1a mot 1 hén". Nhan xét cia Foucault vé su ton tai, su
lién hé giira tri thic va su that ciing dung ludn. O Viét Nam, tri thie da tro
thanh mot loai dong vat "hiém" dudi su théng tri cua dang cong san trong

hon nira thé ky qua. Hy vong 1 nhan xét ciia Foucault ciing dung ludn vé



su ton tai ciia mot chinh quyén mi dan dé dan Viét duoc hit thd bau khong
khi ctia ty do, dan chu thuc su va ¢6 co hoi phat trién theo kip da tién hoa
cua thé gidi .

Ly Lac Long
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Tai liéu tham khao:

- Do the sums, then compare US and Communist crimes from the Cold War
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2005/12/11/
dol102.xml&sSheet=/portal/2005/12/1 1/ixportal.html

- Art, Truth & Politics
http://nobelprize.org/literature/laureates/2005/pinter-lecture-e. html

- True to Life: Why Truth Matters, Michael P. Lynch ,MIT Press
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